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TUSCANIA 

 
 

Coberly, Homer Darwin 
1895 WV – 1962 PA 

 

 
Homer Darwin (“Bob”) Coberly – https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/5643204/person/165267710/media/61c43131-c97700-42e0-8c3f-
a74bdfd534cb 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5643204/person/165267710/media/61c43131-c97700-42e0-8c3f-a74bdfd534cb
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5643204/person/165267710/media/61c43131-c97700-42e0-8c3f-a74bdfd534cb
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5643204/person/165267710/media/61c43131-c97700-42e0-8c3f-a74bdfd534cb
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/KZ6L-VQM 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42410_2421406260_07
73-00181?pId=605755349 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-NSD7-
5?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ5RN-

V63Z&action=view&cc=2968245 

 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Tuesday 6 Mar 1962 p 32 
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Life: 
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“Pittsburgh (PA) Press-Gazette” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
 

 
 

 
“Brooklyn (NY) Daily Times” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 6 
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“Pittsburgh (PA) Post” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Monday 17 Jan 1944 p 8 
 

Wife: 
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In back, left to right: Agnes, Amanda Bessen Coberly (white dress), father Franz – in front – 
Clara, Emma, mother Anna Pfeifer/Pfeiffer Bessen - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/13645773/person/-34566717/media/31bd265d-6553-4a81-
882b-258b7caf0ad7?queryId=1214329e-b8a8-451c-a80a-
1cbc2014c2a7&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27639&_ph
start=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/13645773/person/-34566717/media/31bd265d-6553-4a81-882b-258b7caf0ad7?queryId=1214329e-b8a8-451c-a80a-1cbc2014c2a7&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27639&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/13645773/person/-34566717/media/31bd265d-6553-4a81-882b-258b7caf0ad7?queryId=1214329e-b8a8-451c-a80a-1cbc2014c2a7&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27639&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/13645773/person/-34566717/media/31bd265d-6553-4a81-882b-258b7caf0ad7?queryId=1214329e-b8a8-451c-a80a-1cbc2014c2a7&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27639&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/13645773/person/-34566717/media/31bd265d-6553-4a81-882b-258b7caf0ad7?queryId=1214329e-b8a8-451c-a80a-1cbc2014c2a7&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27639&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/13645773/person/-34566717/media/31bd265d-6553-4a81-882b-258b7caf0ad7?queryId=1214329e-b8a8-451c-a80a-1cbc2014c2a7&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27639&_phstart=successSource
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Colorized version - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/15852417/person/361209422/media/a05c8f7d-d559-4d0a-
903c-ffd0f31abc17?queryId=0a5d511d-5d81-4bc0-a88e-
8329c4299e5c&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27644&_ph
start=successSource 
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Captioned the Bessen girls – Agnes, Emma, Clara, Amanda (unclear if Amanda is the girl in 
front or back at right - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/13645773/person/-34566717/media/ccb4c060-0a52-4d69-
8c9a-7b673594bff0?queryId=39e1f163-869d-4ba3-9672-
f38fac773371&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27640&_phst
art=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/13645773/person/-34566717/media/ccb4c060-0a52-4d69-8c9a-7b673594bff0?queryId=39e1f163-869d-4ba3-9672-f38fac773371&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27640&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/13645773/person/-34566717/media/ccb4c060-0a52-4d69-8c9a-7b673594bff0?queryId=39e1f163-869d-4ba3-9672-f38fac773371&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27640&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/13645773/person/-34566717/media/ccb4c060-0a52-4d69-8c9a-7b673594bff0?queryId=39e1f163-869d-4ba3-9672-f38fac773371&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27640&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/13645773/person/-34566717/media/ccb4c060-0a52-4d69-8c9a-7b673594bff0?queryId=39e1f163-869d-4ba3-9672-f38fac773371&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27640&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/13645773/person/-34566717/media/ccb4c060-0a52-4d69-8c9a-7b673594bff0?queryId=39e1f163-869d-4ba3-9672-f38fac773371&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27640&_phstart=successSource
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Mother Anna Pfeiffer Bessen at left – in boat: Agnes, Emma, Clara, Amanda - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/13645773/person/-
34566717/media/c0fc692f-e7e8-49c1-aa9f-5d6ff52bd8d0?queryId=9edee030-e1de-4894-
ace5-
1f2fa75d3aa5&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27641&_phst
art=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/13645773/person/-34566717/media/c0fc692f-e7e8-49c1-aa9f-5d6ff52bd8d0?queryId=9edee030-e1de-4894-ace5-1f2fa75d3aa5&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27641&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/13645773/person/-34566717/media/c0fc692f-e7e8-49c1-aa9f-5d6ff52bd8d0?queryId=9edee030-e1de-4894-ace5-1f2fa75d3aa5&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27641&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/13645773/person/-34566717/media/c0fc692f-e7e8-49c1-aa9f-5d6ff52bd8d0?queryId=9edee030-e1de-4894-ace5-1f2fa75d3aa5&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27641&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/13645773/person/-34566717/media/c0fc692f-e7e8-49c1-aa9f-5d6ff52bd8d0?queryId=9edee030-e1de-4894-ace5-1f2fa75d3aa5&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27641&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/13645773/person/-34566717/media/c0fc692f-e7e8-49c1-aa9f-5d6ff52bd8d0?queryId=9edee030-e1de-4894-ace5-1f2fa75d3aa5&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27641&_phstart=successSource
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Amanda Bessen - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/5643204/person/-
506477143/media/1f9ef724-1c2a-46b5-bc51-c2575cd7390c?queryId=5660601b-d0cc-
4098-80a2-
0e0b55f3a3e2&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27642&_phs
tart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/5643204/person/-

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/5643204/person/-506477143/media/1f9ef724-1c2a-46b5-bc51-c2575cd7390c?queryId=5660601b-d0cc-4098-80a2-0e0b55f3a3e2&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27642&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/5643204/person/-506477143/media/1f9ef724-1c2a-46b5-bc51-c2575cd7390c?queryId=5660601b-d0cc-4098-80a2-0e0b55f3a3e2&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27642&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/5643204/person/-506477143/media/1f9ef724-1c2a-46b5-bc51-c2575cd7390c?queryId=5660601b-d0cc-4098-80a2-0e0b55f3a3e2&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27642&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/5643204/person/-506477143/media/1f9ef724-1c2a-46b5-bc51-c2575cd7390c?queryId=5660601b-d0cc-4098-80a2-0e0b55f3a3e2&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27642&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/5643204/person/-506477143/media/1f9ef724-1c2a-46b5-bc51-c2575cd7390c?queryId=5660601b-d0cc-4098-80a2-0e0b55f3a3e2&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27642&_phstart=successSource
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506477143/media/6b6ca767-beb8-4bd0-85f3-08e60ced275c?queryId=c3bd9d94-0149-
46e7-b873-
fd8ed6b218d3&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx27643&_phs
tart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61779/records/2326954?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=78759692-b322-4b0c-a30a-
79cccea557cc&_phsrc=cPx27637&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/5643204/person/-506477143/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/5643204/person/-506477143/facts
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“Brooklyn (NY) Daily Times” Friday 5 Mar 1915 p 11 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/5643204/person/-506477143/facts 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/5643204/person/-506477143/facts 
 

 
“Brooklyn (NY) Times Union” Tuesday 9 Jul 1935 p 15 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/article/times-union-obituary-for-homer-h-
coberl/59847590/ 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/5643204/person/-506477143/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/5643204/person/-506573561/facts 
 
 
 

Daughter: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1170/records/14311268?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=d990a940-6690-4c67-8e6d-
45653b306589&_phsrc=cPx27635&_phstart=successSource 
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“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Tuesday 6 Mar 1962 p 32 
 

 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Sun-Telegraph” Sunday 16 Jan 1944 p 1 
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https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/triblive-pittsburgh-tribune-review/name/mary-
provost-obituary?id=43213226&fhid=9809 
 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/triblive-pittsburgh-tribune-review/name/mary-provost-obituary?id=43213226&fhid=9809
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/triblive-pittsburgh-tribune-review/name/mary-provost-obituary?id=43213226&fhid=9809
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PA death record of Mary Coberly’s husband Edward Michael Provost - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5164/records/456767873?tid=&pid=&quer
yId=e4327906-f84f-4df0-9026-
d2557165b4d3&_phsrc=cPx27633&_phstart=successSource 
 
Father: 
 

 h 
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ttps://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/records?recordId=962100&collectionId=2537&tid=5643204&pid=30209127
3785&ssrc=pt 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2568/records/1269808 
 

 
“Calhoun (WV) Chronicle” Tuesday 4 Jun 1901 p 5 
 
 
 

Mother: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2568/records/1269808


23 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2538/records/754725 
 

 
“Calhoun (WV) Chronicle” Tuesday 19 Jul 1898 p 3 
 
Father’s will: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9087/records/996050?tid=5643204&pid=3
02091273787&queryId=a9d45c00-7b57-44f1-8acd-
44e95b7468a9&_phsrc=cPx27613&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2538/records/754725
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Siblings: 
 

 
Brother Durward Scott Coberly (1891-1961) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2537/records/300971073?tid=5643204&pi
d=302091273787&queryId=bdaae332-1b75-40a8-ac65-
0b9a00557043&_phsrc=cPx27611&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2568/records/1694204 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2537/records/300971073?tid=5643204&pid=302091273787&queryId=bdaae332-1b75-40a8-ac65-0b9a00557043&_phsrc=cPx27611&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2537/records/300971073?tid=5643204&pid=302091273787&queryId=bdaae332-1b75-40a8-ac65-0b9a00557043&_phsrc=cPx27611&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2537/records/300971073?tid=5643204&pid=302091273787&queryId=bdaae332-1b75-40a8-ac65-0b9a00557043&_phsrc=cPx27611&_phstart=successSource
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Sister Lona Mae Coberly Maze (1893-1989) – “South Bend (IN) Tribune” Friday 24 Feb 1989 
p 17 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60716/records/603017857 
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Brother Dewey Darrell Coberly (1897-1965) – “Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Sunday 30 
Sep 1917 p 12 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5164/records/75038946 
 



29 
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“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Saturday 12 May 1962 p 1 
 

 
“Connellsville (PA) Daily Courier” Tuesday 26 Jan 1965 p 11 
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Brother William Dorr Coberly (1910-1990) – “South Bend (IN) Tribune” Tuesday 6 Mar 1990 
p 5 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60716/records/751575587 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Homer Darwin Coberly 
Name variations: Bob Coberly, Homer D. Coberty [on some of Steven Schwartz’s lists & 
website] 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron - sergeant 
Serial number: 250,095 
Entered service from: Mineral Wells, Wood WV 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Homer D. Coberly 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Johnson M. Coberly, RFD 3, Box 61, Mineral Wells WV 
Returned from war on: Great Northern" May 1919, "walking patients requiring no dressings" 
Sailed on return ship as: Homer D. Coberly 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. Amanda Coberly, Roosevelt, Long Island NY 
(pvt, 213th Aero Sq)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  entered the Army on 6 Apr 1917, the day the US 
declared war on Germany 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Homer Darwin Coberly  -  b. 2 Sep 1895 White Pine 
WV; res: 521 Washington Ave., North Versailles Twp, Allegheny PA, mailing address 321 
Washington Ave., McKeesport PA. NOK Mary Coberly, same address [daughter]. Employed 
at Fort Pitt Steel Coating Co., 25th Ave., McKeesport, Allegheny PA. “three finger off right 
hand” (either 3rd finger off on the right hand, or 3 fingers off on right hand] Height: 6’3” – 
weight: 230 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 6 Apr 1917 
Discharged 4 Jun 1920 
Address: Chaffee MO 
Rank/unit: private 1st class, 5th Aero Squadron A S 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 2 Sep 1895 White Pine, Calhoun WV  
Died: 5 Mar 1962 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA (Veterans Administration Hospital, University 
Drive)  
Find A Grave record: 17006372, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Dorseyville, Allegheny PA 
Cemetery: Lakewood Memorial Gardens 
Tombstone: 
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Father: Johnson Monroe Coberly, 2 Jan 1870 WV [alternative: 2 Jan 1869 Gilmer Co. WV or 
Jul 1870 WV] – 31 Oct 1960 Wood Co. WV.  
Son of William James Coberly & Martha Ann Pickens.  
Buried in Mount Zion Cemetery, Mineral Wells, Wood WV. 
Find A Grave: 41465709 
 
Mother: Courtney T. Ferrell Coberly, 10 May 1870 WV – 18 Dec 1927 Wood Co. WV.  
Daughter of Robert R. Ferrell & Adeila Margaret (“Delia”) Fast.  
Buried in Mount Zion Cemetery, Mineral Wells, Wood WV. 
Find A Grave: 41465710 
Parents’ marriage: 31 Jul 1890 Calhoun Co. WV 
 
Spouse:  Amanda Bessen Coberly, 16 Sep 1899 Jamaica, Queens, Long Island NY – 7 Jul 
1935 Hempstead, Nassau NY.   
Daughter of Franz/Frank Bessen (b. 4 Feb 1872 Hamburg, Germany) & Anna Pfeiffer (1873-
1945, buried in Greenfield Cemetery, Uniondale, Nassau NY, F: 54355699), who married 27 
Jul 1893 in Woodhaven NY. 
According to an Ancestry.com family tree, Amanda’s father Frank Bessen left his wife & 
daughters circa 1913 & never returned. 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/5643204/person/-506573561/facts 
Buried in 
Spouse Find A Grave:  
Marriage: 11 Aug 1917 Roosevelt, Nassau NY [alternative: Garden City NY] 
 
Children: 

• Mary Courtney Coberly Provost, 15 Mar 1928 Chaffee, Scott MO – 13 May 2011 
Glenshaw, Allegheny PA. - Wife of Edward Michael Provost (6 Feb 1913 MA – 2 Feb 
1959 PA). Edward is buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Sharpsburg, Allegheny PA, F: 
69916271. He was born Isadore Michael Provost, the name under which he 
registered for the WWII draft, when he was married to Victoria Mary Provost. – A 
daughter, Mary Provost, is listed as age 1, b. PA, living with her parents in the 1950 
census in Pittsburg, Allegheny PA. Son Edward Michael Provost Jr. (26 Nov 1950 PA-
1978, F: 28073926) & son Richard James (“Moby”) Provost (2 Sep 1953 PA-1993, F: 
54924577) are both buried in Mount Zion Cemetery, Mineral Wells, Wood WV, as are 
Mary’s grandparents.  - From online obituary: age 83, of Parkersburg WV, formerly of 
Shaler. Died 1 May 2011, widow of the late Edward Michael Provost. No visitation; 
private service & interment. https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/triblive-pittsburgh-
tribune-review/obituary.aspx?n=mary-c-provost&pid=177140142&fhid=9809 
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Siblings: https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/KZ6L-VQM/homer-darwin-coberly-1895-
1962 - not completely accurate – 1 sibling died between the 1900 & 1910 censuses. 

• Durward Scott Coberly, 22 Oct 1891 White Pine, Calhoun WV – 24 May 1961 Mineral 
Wells, Wood WV. - Married 11 May 1913 in Harrison Co. WV to Lennel U. Musgrave 
(1891-1977, F: 41465703). - Buried in Mount Zion Cemetery, Mineral Wells, Wood 
WV. F: 41465704 

• Lona Mae Coberly Maze, 13 Feb 1893 White Pine, Calhoun WV – 24 Feb 1989 New 
Carlisle, St. Joseph Co. IN. - Married Samuel Mack Maze (1882-1955, F: 118336549) 
on 1 Oct 1927 in Parkersburg, Wood WV. Samuel had been widowed in 1926. - 
Buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Parkersburg, Wood WV. F: 136256905 

• Dewey Darrell Coberly, 23 May 1897 White Pine, Calhoun WV – 22 Jan 1965 North 
Huntington, Westmoreland PA. - Husband of Hattie Starke (1894-1978). “Pittsburgh 
Press” 30 Sep 1917 p 3 – marriage license: Dewey D. Coberly, Latrobe PA & Hattie 
D. Starke, Turtle Creek PA. - Obituary: “Connellsville (PA) Daily Courier” 26 Jan 1965 
p 11 – Dewey A. [sic] Coberly, 67, Irwin PA, died at his home. Survived by wife Mrs. 
Hattie Starke Coberly, 2 daughters, 1 brother & 2 sisters [siblings unnamed]. – 
Buried in Grandview Cemetery, North Versailles, Allegheny PA but not on Find A 
Grave as of 2 Dec 2024. 

• Beulah Belle Coberly Hall, 9 Oct 1902 WV – 8 Apr 1995 Orlando, Orange FL. - Wife of 
Virgil William Hall (1899-1957, F: 23505090), whom she married in 1922. - Buried in 
Memorial Cemetery, Lake City, Columbia FL. F: 23505044 

• Hallie Dell Coberly, 18 Apr 1905 WV – 15 Nov 1908. Buried in Mount Zion Cemetery, 
Mineral Wells, Wood WV. F: 41465711 

• Nellie Marie Coberly Propst, 11 Jun 1907 Wood Co. WV – 7 Mar 1996 Vienna, Wood 
WV. - Wife of Elhanen Winchester Propst (1876-1956, F: 140657850), whom she 
married in 1934. Nellie was his 2nd wife. - Buried in Bethlehem Cemetery, 
Grantsville, Calhoun WV. F: 190503378 

• William Dorr Coberly, 25 Aug 1910 Mineral Wells, Wood WV – 5 Mar 1990 South 
Bend, St. Joseph IN. - Name also found as “Dora” and “Dura.” - Husband of Hazel 
Shock (1908-1987, F: 154120464). They married in St. Mary’s WV on 24 Jun 1933. – 
He lived in South Bend IN only 4 months before his death. Buried in Rockland 
Cemetery, Belpre, Washington Co. OH. F: 154120508 

 
 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” 17 Jan 1944 p 8 – Mrs. Hazel Coberly, age 42, of 1722 
Johnson Ave., Port Vue PA, was shot by her irate niece Mary Coberly Saturday night 15 Jan 
1944. Hazel is in the McKeesport Hospital with a severe bullet wound in the thigh. The 15-

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/KZ6L-VQM/homer-darwin-coberly-1895-1962
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/KZ6L-VQM/homer-darwin-coberly-1895-1962
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year-old niece said she shot her aunt because she “scolded and beat her” over the type of 
housework she did. The girl took the revolver from her aunt’s dresser while Hazel drove 
Mary’s father, Homer Coberly, to work. First she fired the gun into the coal pile in the cellar 
to see how to work it, and then met her aunt at the front door. Hazel is in “fair” condition. 
[Hazel is the name of the wife of Homer’s brother William – Mary is Homer’s daughter] 
 
“Pittsburgh Press” 16 Jan 1944 p 10 – County detectives were called to Port Vue PA to 
subdue 15-year-old Mary Coberly, described as mentally ill, after she shot her aunt, Miss 
[sic] Hazel Coberly, in the thigh with a pistol at 1722 Johnson St., Port Vue. Hazel is in the 
McKeesport Hospital. 
 
“Pittsburg Sun-Telegraph” 16 Jan 1944 p 1 – Mary Coberly, age 15, shot her aunt for beating 
& scolding her about the housework she did. Mary has lived with her aunt, Mrs. Hazel 
Coberly, age 42, at 1722 Johnson Ave., Port Vue, since her mother died. Hazel was 
wounded in the right thigh. Mary took a 45-calibre revolver from her aunt’s dresser while 
Hazel was driving Mary’s father Homer to work at a Glassport factory. She fired 1 shot into 
the coal pile in the cellar, then waited in the dining room for her aunt’s return. 
 
Obituary: 
 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” 7 Mar 1962 p 41 – Homer D. Coberly, 714 Arch St. N.S., formerly of 
McKeesport PA. Died Monday, 5 Mar 1962. Father of Mrs. Mary Provost. Brother of Mrs. 
Lona Maze, Mrs. Nellie Propst, Mrs. Beulah Hall, William Coberly & Dewey Coberly. 
Funeral 8 Mar.  
 
PA death certificate: Homer D. Coberly, d. 5 Mar 1962 in Veterans Administration Hospital, 
University Dr., Allegheny Co. PA. Resident of 714 Arch St., Pittsburgh 12 PA. Widowed. B. 2 
Sep 1895 at age 66, b. White Pine WV. Steel worker. SSN 717-05-4434. Spouse’s name 
unknown. Mother: Courtney (Ferrell). Father: Johnson Coberly. Died of pulmonary edema, 
severe – myocardial hypertrophy & dilatation – complicated by nephrosclerosis, bilateral, 
severe. Autopsy performed. Burial in Lakewood Memorial Park, 8 Mar 1962. 
 
Veteran headstone application: Homer D. Coberly, serial 250095, enlisted 6 Jan 1915, 
discharged 4 Jun 1920. PA entered – WV written in. PFC entered – Sergeant written in. 5th 
Aero Squadron entered – 213 Aero Squadron Air Service written in. Send tombstone to John 
G. Rainey, 101 Court House, Pittsburgh 19 PA. Flat bronze. Burial in Lakewood Memorial 
Park, Cheswick PA.  Attached note: served 6 Jan 1915 to 4 Jun 1920 in 5th Aero Squadron, 
PFC. 
 
Social Security Number: 717-05-4434 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Sherman, Calhoun WV 
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Johnson M. Coberly, 30 WV, Jan 1870, parents b. WV, married 9 years, blacksmith & horse 
shoer 
Court [indexed as such, but appears to read Courtney], 29 WV, May 1871, parents b. WV, 
gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Durward S., 8 WV, Oct 1891 
Lana M., 7 WV, Feb 1893 
Homer D., 4 WV, Sep 1895 
Dewey D., 3 WV, May 1897 
& boarder Amon Smith, 24 PA, Jun 1876, father b. PA, mother b. KS, widowed 
 
1900 Queens, Queens NY – Homer’s future wife Amanda Bessen 
Frank Bessen, 28 Germany, Feb 1872, father b. Germany, mother b. NY, emigrated 1890 in 
US for 10 years, alien, married 7 years, truck driver 
Annie, 26 Germany, Dec 1873, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1890, in US for 10 years, 
gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Clara, 6 NY, Sep 1893 
Emma, 4 NY, Mar 1896 
Agness, 2 NY, Nov 1897 
Amanda, 1 NY, Sep 1898 
 
1910 Slate, Wood WV 
Johnson M. Coberly, 40 WV, parents b. WV, married 19 years, in 1st marriage, farmer, own 
farm 
Courtney T., 39 WV, parents b. WV, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 7 children, 6 are living 
Durward S., 18 WV 
Lona M., 17 WV 
Homer D., 14 WV 
Dewey D., 12 WV 
Bulah B., 7 WV 
Nellie, 2 WV 
 
1920 Roosevelt, Nassau NY – his wife – Homer apparently still in the Army 
Mrs. Amanda Coberly, 20 NY, married, housework, private family, daughter, living with: 
Mrs. Anna Bessen, 48 Germany, housework, private family, emigrated 1885, naturalized 
citizen [i.e. Amanda’s mother] 
And Anna’s daughter: 
Mrs. Emma Duda, 23 NY, married [Amanda’s sister], with 1-year-old Walter Duda, b. NY 
[Anna’s grandson] 
 
1930 Chaffee, Scott MO – 329 E. Davidson Ave. 
Homer Coberly, 34 WV, parents b. WV, age 26 at 1st marriage, laborer, railroad, Frisco 
shop, answers that he is NOT a veteran 
Amanda, 31 NY, father b. NY, mother b. Germany, age 19 at 1st marriage 
Mary, 2 MO 
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1940 Hempstead, Nassau NY – Brooklyn Ave. – rented 
Homer D. Coberly, 44, b. White Pine WV, widowed, in 1935 living in WV, watchman, 
railroad 
Mary, 12, b. Chaffee MO, in 1935 living in MO 
 
1950 Duquesne, Allegheny PA – 56 Overland Ave. 
William Coberly, 41 WV, shipper in warehouse, steel mill [head of household] 
Hazel, 45 WV [wife] 
Homer, 55 WV, widowed, furnace helper, steel mill [listed as William’s son – a physical 
impossibility – Homer is William Dorr Coberly’s older brother] 
 
 


