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TUSCANIA 

 

Clark, Valford Seibert Gardner Clark 
1893 OH – 1970 TX 

 

 
 

Valford Seibert Gardner Clark – from newspaper coverage after his arrest but before his 
faked suicide – “Pittsburgh (PA) Daily Post” 22 Jun 1923 p 2 
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Springfield OH – page 1 
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Continuation on page 2 - Springfield OH 1918 
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OH birth certificate spells middle name as Silas (instead of middle names of Seibert Grant) 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2541/records/2340535?tid=&pid=&queryId
=6e3dc312-9177-4eb8-a7f4-5cf79e2593bb&_phsrc=cPx36329&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2541/records/2340535?tid=&pid=&queryId=6e3dc312-9177-4eb8-a7f4-5cf79e2593bb&_phsrc=cPx36329&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2541/records/2340535?tid=&pid=&queryId=6e3dc312-9177-4eb8-a7f4-5cf79e2593bb&_phsrc=cPx36329&_phstart=successSource
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military headstone in Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery, San Antonio, Bexar TX – Find A 

Grave 496208 - https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/496208/valford-seibert_gardner-
clark#view-photo=71491297 
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TX death certificate – died of arteriosclerotic heart disease - 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/496208/valford-seibert_gardner-clark#view-
photo=136423042 and https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/1121184/person/46585075111/media/b940aafa-b114-44f1-
8fe6-310eece69d28?queryId=2978d042-11ae-4a07-a05e-

5533842dcb08&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx36322&_ph
start=successSource  

 
 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/496208/valford-seibert_gardner-clark#view-photo=136423042
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/496208/valford-seibert_gardner-clark#view-photo=136423042
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1121184/person/46585075111/media/b940aafa-b114-44f1-8fe6-310eece69d28?queryId=2978d042-11ae-4a07-a05e-5533842dcb08&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx36322&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1121184/person/46585075111/media/b940aafa-b114-44f1-8fe6-310eece69d28?queryId=2978d042-11ae-4a07-a05e-5533842dcb08&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx36322&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1121184/person/46585075111/media/b940aafa-b114-44f1-8fe6-310eece69d28?queryId=2978d042-11ae-4a07-a05e-5533842dcb08&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx36322&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1121184/person/46585075111/media/b940aafa-b114-44f1-8fe6-310eece69d28?queryId=2978d042-11ae-4a07-a05e-5533842dcb08&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx36322&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1121184/person/46585075111/media/b940aafa-b114-44f1-8fe6-310eece69d28?queryId=2978d042-11ae-4a07-a05e-5533842dcb08&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx36322&_phstart=successSource
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US Veterans Administration Master Index – 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-NQXX-
Z?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZX-

7Z53&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
 

 
OH, WWI Enrollment Card - https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/LX3V-

G4Z 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-NQXX-Z?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZX-7Z53&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-NQXX-Z?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZX-7Z53&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-NQXX-Z?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZX-7Z53&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/LX3V-G4Z
https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/LX3V-G4Z
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/61994652/person/34088738054/facts - 

summary above, original below: 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7895/records/32041 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/61994652/person/34088738054/facts
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Life (newspaper accounts, in chronological order): 
 

 

 

Springfield OH  1910 
 

Springfield OH 1910 
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Springfield OH 1910 
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Springfield OH 1912 
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Springfield OH  1912 
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Springfield OH 1913 
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Springfield OH 1913 
 

 

Galion OH 1914 
 
 
 

 

1915  Galion OH 
 

Galion OH 1916 
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Bucyrus OH 1916 
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Marion OH 1918 
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Cleveland OH 1918 
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Springfield OH 1918 
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Excerpts – hospitalized in Larne, Ireland -  Billings MT 1918 
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  Zanesville OH 1918 
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Galion OH 1918 
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Piqua OH 1920 
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Mansfield OH 1921
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Governor James Middleton Cox, who pardoned Valford on Cox’s last day in office 1921 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_M._Cox 
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Cincinnati OH 1921 
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Dayton OH 1921  
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Pittsburgh PA 
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Pittsburgh PA  1923 
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Pittsburgh PA 

 
 
 

 
Valford’s faked suicide note: “Pittsburgh Post-Gazette” 2 Jul 1923 p 1 
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40 
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1923 
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43 
 

1923 
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1923 
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He was not in the water for several hours, as his mother claimed. He would have died of 

hypothermia. According to Valford’s own letters in WWI, he had fallen in the water – twice – but 

was rescued shortly after the sinking from a life raft by a patrol boat 
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Galion OH 
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Waco TX 
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Fort Worth TX 

 

Austin TX 1935 
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Kerrville TX 1935 
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Wife Ethel Coupe - 1919: 

 
Marriage in 1919 in Nottingham, Nottinghamshire, England, to Ethel Couch - 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/LX3V-G4Z 

 
Ethel Coupe Clark’s passport application – she sailed to the US on the “Louisville” in Jun  

1919 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/LX3V-G4Z
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Ethel Coupe Clark’s marriage to William Oliff Treverton on 30 May 1924 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/1121184/person/46585075111/media/1b5ab3e8-3d3b-4466-

836e-94eda016c9dc?queryId=b8eefd79-2e5a-40bb-8517-
65b9d86205b3&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx36323&_ph

start=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1121184/person/46585075111/media/1b5ab3e8-3d3b-4466-836e-94eda016c9dc?queryId=b8eefd79-2e5a-40bb-8517-65b9d86205b3&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx36323&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1121184/person/46585075111/media/1b5ab3e8-3d3b-4466-836e-94eda016c9dc?queryId=b8eefd79-2e5a-40bb-8517-65b9d86205b3&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx36323&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1121184/person/46585075111/media/1b5ab3e8-3d3b-4466-836e-94eda016c9dc?queryId=b8eefd79-2e5a-40bb-8517-65b9d86205b3&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx36323&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1121184/person/46585075111/media/1b5ab3e8-3d3b-4466-836e-94eda016c9dc?queryId=b8eefd79-2e5a-40bb-8517-65b9d86205b3&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx36323&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1121184/person/46585075111/media/1b5ab3e8-3d3b-4466-836e-94eda016c9dc?queryId=b8eefd79-2e5a-40bb-8517-65b9d86205b3&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx36323&_phstart=successSource
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Ethel’s passport application - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/1121184/person/46585075111/media/ef3727f8-b7db-4fe5-

8b74-b6fcea9e5019?queryId=fa132840-7ab5-4a8c-bbf8-
1b1b40861083&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx36325&_ph

start=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1121184/person/46585075111/media/ef3727f8-b7db-4fe5-8b74-b6fcea9e5019?queryId=fa132840-7ab5-4a8c-bbf8-1b1b40861083&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx36325&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1121184/person/46585075111/media/ef3727f8-b7db-4fe5-8b74-b6fcea9e5019?queryId=fa132840-7ab5-4a8c-bbf8-1b1b40861083&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx36325&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1121184/person/46585075111/media/ef3727f8-b7db-4fe5-8b74-b6fcea9e5019?queryId=fa132840-7ab5-4a8c-bbf8-1b1b40861083&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx36325&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1121184/person/46585075111/media/ef3727f8-b7db-4fe5-8b74-b6fcea9e5019?queryId=fa132840-7ab5-4a8c-bbf8-1b1b40861083&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx36325&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1121184/person/46585075111/media/ef3727f8-b7db-4fe5-8b74-b6fcea9e5019?queryId=fa132840-7ab5-4a8c-bbf8-1b1b40861083&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx36325&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/1121184/person/46585075111/media/b916395d-c6c4-4929-

9503-7336b2fc6bb4?queryId=f19db9c2-a49e-460e-b46c-
b8320e9b6151&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx36324&_ph

start=successSource 
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Ethel’s obituary  Indianapolis IN 
 

 

 

 Indianapolis IN 
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 Indianapolis IN 
 

 



62 
 

Ethel’s Indiana death certificate - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/44494_351251-

00339?pId=454201649 
 

 
Wife Beatrice Reitze – 1924 

 

  
marriage to Beatrice Reitze on 22 Jan 1924 in Bexar Co. TX - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/132140490?tid=&pid=&quer
yId=4d859076-3107-4ded-9628-

359585b449e8&_phsrc=cPx36330&_phstart=successSource  
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/132140490?tid=&pid=&queryId=4d859076-3107-4ded-9628-359585b449e8&_phsrc=cPx36330&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/132140490?tid=&pid=&queryId=4d859076-3107-4ded-9628-359585b449e8&_phsrc=cPx36330&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/132140490?tid=&pid=&queryId=4d859076-3107-4ded-9628-359585b449e8&_phsrc=cPx36330&_phstart=successSource
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Beatrice’s TX death certificate - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062394-
00471?pId=22022055 
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Wife Evelyn Adeline Lenz – 1961 
 

 
marriage to Evelyn Adeline Lenz on 15 Aug 1961 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/19224259 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/19224259
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/20727361?tid=&pid=&quer

yId=ea15ad3f-ba61-400d-9c82-
ccc72fc3d264&_phsrc=cPx36344&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/20727361?tid=&pid=&queryId=ea15ad3f-ba61-400d-9c82-ccc72fc3d264&_phsrc=cPx36344&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/20727361?tid=&pid=&queryId=ea15ad3f-ba61-400d-9c82-ccc72fc3d264&_phsrc=cPx36344&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/20727361?tid=&pid=&queryId=ea15ad3f-ba61-400d-9c82-ccc72fc3d264&_phsrc=cPx36344&_phstart=successSource
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  Seguin TX 
Obituary of Evelyn Lenz Clark’s father 

 

  
Evelyn Lenz’s TX birth record -  

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/2259398 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/2259398
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Evelyn’s obituary - https://www.wilsoncountynews.com/articles/evelyn-lenz-clark/ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.wilsoncountynews.com/articles/evelyn-lenz-clark/
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Child: 
 

 
Son Valford Coupe Clark (1920-1980) – Find A Grave 82165980 
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TX death certificate of Valford Coupe Clark - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063092-
02755?pId=968974 

 
 

 

 
 

Hondo TX – 1963 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063092-02755?pId=968974
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063092-02755?pId=968974
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Father: 
 

Springfield OH 
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Springfield OH 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5306/records/2405?tid=4647670&pid=162

240522438&queryId=b6e35ea0-a240-4d8d-be62-
bd9b92e98688&_phsrc=cPx36339&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5306/records/2405?tid=4647670&pid=162240522438&queryId=b6e35ea0-a240-4d8d-be62-bd9b92e98688&_phsrc=cPx36339&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5306/records/2405?tid=4647670&pid=162240522438&queryId=b6e35ea0-a240-4d8d-be62-bd9b92e98688&_phsrc=cPx36339&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5306/records/2405?tid=4647670&pid=162240522438&queryId=b6e35ea0-a240-4d8d-be62-bd9b92e98688&_phsrc=cPx36339&_phstart=successSource
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Mother 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61378/records/2126807?tid=4647670&pid

=162240522438&queryId=e097c796-368d-4264-b2ed-
d6f3464ad87d&_phsrc=cPx36335&_phstart=successSource 
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Springfield OH 
 

Springfield OH 
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Sibling: 

 

 
Brother Edgar Emerson Clark (1894-1975) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_341746-
01098?pId=1354171971 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/61994652/person/34088738055/facts 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/61994652/person/34088738055/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/61994652/person/34088738055/facts 
 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (w 
ww.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name: Valford Seibert Gardner Clark 
Name variations:  Valford S. Clark, Valford Gardner Clark, Valford G. Clark, Valford Silas 
Clark [OH birth record – as indexed] – Valford Sailes Clark (1900 census), Valford A. Clark 
(return voyage) – also Val, Val S., Val G. Clark 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number: 249,968 
Entered service from: Toledo, Clark OH 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Valford S. Clark 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Amelia Clark, 617 Hamilton St., Toledo OH 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" Jun 1919 [brings English “war bride” Ethel Coupe Clark 
with him] 
Sailed on return ship as: Valford A. Clark 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Amelia Clark, 617 Hamilton St., Toledo OH (sgt, 
C.I.P.) 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/61994652/person/34088738055/facts
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World War I draft registration (1917):  as Valford Seibert Gardner Clark - b. 19 Feb 1893 
Springfield OH; res: 2837 N. 20th St., Philadelphia PA. Single. Captian [sic] infantry 5 years 
OH. [the military experience section has a dark line through it] Machinist & welder – secret 
service man. Employed by William Burns Detective Agents, Widener Bldg., Philadelphia 
PA. Tall in height, medium build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Valford Gardner Clark - b. 19 Feb 1893 Springfield, 
Clark OH; res: 903 Florida, San Antonio, Bexar TX. NOK Mrs. Beatrice Clark, of same 
address. Night patrol, north of Romana Plaza, San Antonio, Bexar TX. “broken finger on left 
hand” - Height: 5’ 8 1/2” – 178 lbs. – Registered 27 Apr 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlistment date not listed  
Discharged 11 Jul 1919 
Address: Toledo OH 
Rank/unit: sergeant, CFP US Army, 158th Aero Squadron 
 
OH Military Men – resident 617 Hamilton St., Toledo OH. Enlisted 1 Aug 1917 at Columbus 
Barracks OH, at age 24 years, 6 months, in regular Army. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 9 Feb 1893 Springfield, Clark OH 
Faked death:  faked suicide off Allegheny River bridge in Pittsburgh PA on 1 Jul 1923 after 
he was arrested, had left suicide note)  
Died: 26 Feb 1970 San Antonio, Bexar TX (dead on arrival at Robert B. Green Hospital)  
Find A Grave record: 496208, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location:  San Antonio, Bexar TX 
Cemetery: Fort Sam Houston National 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Ohio Sgt 158 Aero Sq WWI 
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Father:  John Wilford Clark, 3 Jun 1872 OH – 9 Feb 1957 Springfield, Clark OH.  
Son of Sales G. Clark (1837-1922, F: 38734327) & Ruth Anna Watkins (1840-1923, F: 
38673168). Sales Clark served in the Civil War, for the Union.  
In the 1880 census for Springfield, Clark OH, John Clark (age 8, b. OH) lived at 19 S. Spring 
st. with parents Sales G. Clark (43 KY) & Ruth A. (40 OH).  
Veteran of the Spanish-American War. In the 1930 census of Toledo, Lucas OH, John 
answered “yes” to the question, “Are you a veteran?”  
Obituary: “Springfield Daily News” 10 Feb 1957 p 6 – age 84, died at Mason Home’s Richly 
Memorial Hospital. Entrance to home sponsored by Toledo Lodge 144 of the F. & A.M. 
(Masons). Former resident of Springfield. Foreman in vault department of Springfield 
Metallic Casket Co. about 15 years, then transferred in 1914 to Galion Metallic Vault Co. 
after living 20 years in Springfield. His wife Amelia Lizabeth Clark d. 27 May 1955 & is buried 
in Springfield. Survived by 2 sons: Edgar E. Clark (Adrian MI) & Valford Gardner Clark (San 
Antonio CA).  
Buried in Ferncliff Cemetery, Springfield, Clark OH.  
Find A Grave: 37948059 
 
Mother:  Amanda Lizabeth Seibert Clark, Jul 1872 OH – 27 May 1955 Toledo, Lucas OH.  
Daughter of Valentine Seibert (1843-1916, F: 61357324) & Elizabeth Steffant Reinheimer 
(1830 Germany – 1921 OH, F: 61357310). Elizabeth Steffant’s 1st husband was John 
Reinheimer, whom she married 2 Nov 1855 in Clark Co. OH; they had 3 childen. Elizabeth 
Reinheimer married Valentine Seibert on 23 Jul 1869 in Clark Co. OH.  
Obituary: “Springfield Daily News” – Mrs. Amelia L. Clark, former resident of Springfield 
OH, d. Friday morning at her at at 340 W. Woodruff St., Toledo OH. Moved from Springfield 
about 30 years ago. Survived by husband John W. Clark & 2 sons: Edgar E. Clark (Adrian MI) 
& Valford G. Clark (San Antonio TX).  
Buried in Ferncliff, Springfield, Clark OH. 
Find A Grave: 37967299 
Parents’ marriage: 1892 
 
Spouse: Ethel Patricia Coupe Clark Treverton, 5 Apr 1900 Sutton-in-Ashfield, 
Nottinghamshire England – 29 Mar 1931 Indianapolis, Marion IN. 
 
Passport application to the US 17 Jun 1919 – application at American Consulate in 
Nottingham, England, to US Embassy in London, by wife of a military serviceman – Ethel 
Clark, age 19, b. Sutton-in-Ashfield, Nottinghamshire, England. Married 8 Jun 1919 in 
Nottingham, England, to Valford Seibert Clark, b. Springfield OH, sergeant, US Intelligence 
Department, who entered the military service in Jul 1917 at Columbus Barracks & has not 
yet been discharged. Father: Fred Coupe, b. South Wingfield, Derbyshire, England. Mother: 
Constance Coupe Seagrave, b. Nottingham, England. Maiden name: Ethel Coupe. Lived in 
Nottinghamshire from birth to present. Husband stationed in London, England. Her 
permanent address to be 605 Hamilton St., Toledo OH. Will sail for US on 24 Jun 1919 on 
“Louisville.” Valford Clark signs a statement that he has known Ethel for 1 ½ years & 
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married her 8 Jun 1919. His residence is Belgrave Mansions, Room 151, London, S.W. 1, 
England.  
 
Ethel’s 2nd husband was William Oliff Treverton (22 Jan 1894 Berlin PA-19 Mar 1941 
perhaps IN), whom she married 30 May 1924 in Lucas Co. OH.  On 7 Dec 1916 William had 
married Faye R. Grubb in Franklin OH. On 30 May 1924 William married Ethel Clark in 
Lucas Co. OH, listing himself as divorced & a salesman. On 11 May 1933 William married 
Cora McCammon in Indianapolis, Marion IN, listing himself as an insurance agent & 
married twice before, with his previous marriage ending with the death of his wife [Ethel 
Coupe Clark Treverton]. In 1940, William & Cora Treverton were living in Portage IN. 
 
Ethel died at the age of 30 years, 11 months, 14 days in Indianapolis, Marion IN.  
Obituary: “Indianapolis (IN) Star” 30 Mar 1931 p 10 – Mrs. Ethel Patricia Coupe Treverton, 
age 30, wife of William Treverton, d. 29 Mar 1931 at her home – 959 N. Kealing Ave., 
Indianapolis – after an illness of 3 weeks. Born in England. Lived in US past 11 years; lived 5 
years in Indianapolis. Member of the Tribe of Ben-Hur, of which her husband is a special 
representative. Survived by her husband William Treverton, 2 sons: Valford Treverton [i.e. 
Clark] & Thomas Treverton & brother Leonard Ceupe [sic] of Toledo OH. Funeral 31 Mar 
1931 with burial in Memorial Park Cemetery. “Indianapolis Star” 2 Apr 19341 p 17 – Ethel 
Patricia Treverton, 30, 959 N. Kealing, lobar pneumonia.  
 
Ethel’s son Thomas William Treverton was born 29 Jul 1925 Fort Wayne IN & d. 12 Sep 1993 
North Hills, Los Angeles CA. 
 
Ethel Treverton is buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, Indianapolis, Marion IN,  
Spouse Find A Grave: 176386536 
Marriage: 8 Jun 1919 Nottingham, England. On Ethel’s passport application in 1919, their 
marriage certificate is listed as A424928, issued by A.L. Webb, curate, St. Saviour’s 
Church, Nottingham, England, on 8 Jun 1919. Valford & Ethel were together in the 1920 
census; she remarried on 30 May 1924. 
 
Spouse:  Beatrice Reitze Clark, 16 Jul 1892 Rodney, Jefferson MS – 19 Nov 1951 San 
Antonio, Bexar TX.  
Daughter of George Lake Reitze & Dora Ethel Schuster.  
Died of a cerebral hemorrhage at Baptist Memorial Hospital, San Antonio TX; resident of 
903 Florida St.  
Buried in Fort Sam Houston Cemetery, San Antonio, Bexar TX, with Valford. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 493449 
Marriage: 22 Jan 1924 Bexar Co. TX 
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Spouse: Evelyn Adeline Lenz Clark, 26 Aug 1928 La Vernia, Wilson TX – 2 Dec 2002 TX. 
Daughter of Herbert Paul Lenz & Lillie Klatt. 
Buried in La Vernia Immanuel Cemetery, La Vernia, Wilson TX. 
Find A Grave: 14818026 
Marriage: Evelyn Lenz was age 32 & V.G. Clark was age 58 when they obtained a marriage 
license on 15 Aug 1961 in Bexar Co. TX & married the same day.  
 
Child: by Ethel Coupe 

• Valford Coupe Clark, 14 Dec 1920 Columbus, Franklin OH – 26 Dec 1980 Natalia, 
Medina TX. - Died at age 61 at his home in Natalia TX. Private 1st class, US Army, 
WWII. Enlisted 6 Jul 1943 at Fort Sam Houston, single, metal worker. Never married. 
-  Died of accidental suffocation, ½ mile east of Hwy. 81 on F.M. Rd. 471. SSN 465-
095-5502.-  “Hondo (TX) Anvil Herald” 16 Apr 1981 p 13 – estate dispersal sale at 
Devine TX by Murdock Mini Storage. Auction of 270 items, including 3 boats, cars & 
guns. Buried in Devine Evergreen Cemetery, Devine, Medina TX.F: 82165980 

 
Sibling: 

• Edgar Emerson Clark, 6 Nov 1894 Springfield, Clark OH – 29 May 1975 Alma, Gratiot 
MI. - Married 2 Jul 1916 in Crawford Co. OH to Mauda Adelaid Sickmiller (1896-
1977, F: 65954747). - Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Alma, Gratiot MI. F: 65954748 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“New York Tribune” 25 Feb 1918 p 3 – 63 survivors reported by the War Department today 
in Irish hospitals after Tuscania. Valford S. Clark is hospitalized in Larne (Ireland).  
 
According to him, Valford was ordered to go down a rope by a lieutenant on Tuscania. He 
could not swim. He was knocked off the rope by a raft that was thrown on top of him. He 
was pulled onto a raft, but when he said he was OK, the men on the raft pulled again & he 
fell back in the water.  
 
Valford said he saw men in the water hit by the rescuing destroyers but also that he saw 
the submarine come up now & then in the glare of the rockets that Tuscania was shooting. 
[This is doubtful.] He was picked up by a patrol boat & taken to Larne, Ireland, where he 
was hospitalized. 
 
Before the war he had been a newspaper carrier for the Springfield OH “News” & enlisted 
at Toledo OH in Jul 1917.   
 
His mother, following his faked suicide in 1923, claims he spent hours in the water (could 
not be true) and had been cited for bravery. 
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Post-war: 
 
After his return from war, he operated a private detective agency in Columbus OH. His wife 
Ethel also listed her occupation as private detective.  
 
Prison: 
On the last day of his term in 1921, Ohio Governor James M. Cox pardoned Valford Clark, of 
Franklin County, who had been in the state prison for 6 weeks for receiving a stolen car. 
Clark was wounded in Europe & on a torpedoed ship. Clark was released to join his wife (an 
English nurse) & 3-week-old baby so he could go work with her family in England. He had 
accepted a job with her folks there. The governor did not forbid Clark’s return or revoke 
citizenship because he shed blood for the US.  
 
There was no evidence found of Valford’s obtaining a passport or sailing to England. 
Instead, Ethel Coupe Clark divorced him.  
 
Faked death: 
Moved to Pittsburgh PA from Toledo OH in Oct 1922.  
 
Foreman/inspector at E.J. Thompson Co. On 23 Jun 1923, Valford, age 31, 348 N. Rebecca 
St., Pittsburgh, is arrested in Pittsburgh for being a “peeping Tom” at several houses & for 
accosting women on the street & trying to force them to go with him. Freed on bond from 
morals court; he said he had frequent lapses of memory. Was identified by several 
witnesses to his crimes  
 
When arrested, he told police he was at times unconscious of his actions. He told police 
many fictitious stories & was unable to account for his movements. “I might have done it,” 
he said. Clark had moved to Pittsburgh from Toledo OH in Oct 1922. A mental examination 
will be given. It is believed that about a score of reported incidents may be solved with his 
apprehension. (“Pittsburgh Press” 2 Jul 1923 p. 1 – “Pittsburgh Press-Gazette” 2 Jul 1923 p 
1 – “Pittsburgh Daily Post” 2 Jul 1923 p 2 – “Bucyrus (OH) Telegraph Forum” 9 Jul 1923 p 4 – 
“Pittsburgh Daily Post” 22 Jun 1923 p 2 & other papers.  
 
Valford’s hat is found at the Manchester Bridge on the Allegheny River on 1 July 1923 with a 
letter for Police Superintendent E.N. Jones, claiming he was innocent, had alibis, was 
“framed.” The fake suicide note cites his war record of bravery citations & Tuscania 
experience, was wounded in war. Had spent several hours in the water after the sinking. 
[this could not have occurred] Suspected he killed himself by jumping off the bridge. But 
the body not found; police don’t believe his death happened.  
 
“Pittsburgh Press-Gazette” 3 Jul 1923 p 5 – photo of the suicide man - “The police hounded 
my boy to death” said his mother. The body has not been recovered & police & city 
detectives refuse to take the suicide note seriously, figuring it’s a ruse to mislead them & 
so Clark can evade his hearing. He was released on a $1,000 bond on 28 Jun 1923. 
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Have not found if the Pittsburgh PA police ever “got their man” or if Valford began a new life 
in Texas without being detected. Although he had been in prison in OH and faked his death 
in PA, his employment in Texas is usually as a patrolman or private policeman. 
 
 “Kerrville [TX] Mountain Sun” 12 Sep 1935 p 8 – Valford S. Clark, San Antonio, admitted to 
Legion Hospital  
 
903 Florida Street, San Antonio, Texas (1942)(1970) 
 
Obituary: 
 
TX death record: Valford G. Clark, resident of 903 Florida St., San Antonio, Bexar TX, dead 
on arrival on 2 Feb 1970 at 12:05 p.m. at Robert B. Green Hospital, San Antonio, Bexar TX. 
Resident of area 48 years.  Married. Born 19 Feb 1893 OH. Patrolman; merchant’s police. 
Son of John W. Clark & Amelia E. Seibert. WWI veteran. SSN 460-12-5322. Information from 
Mrs. Evelyn Clark [his 1st wife?] Died of arteriosclerotic heart disease. Buried in Fort Sam 
Houston Cemetery 2 Mar 1970. 
 
Social Security Number: 460-12-5322 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Springfield, Clark OH – 64 N. Factory St. – conducted 4 Jun 1900 
John W. Clark, 27 OH, Jun 1872, father b. IL, mother b. OH, married 8 years, grave vault 
maker 
Amelia, 27 OH, Jul 1872, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Valford Sailes, 7 OH, Feb 1892 
Edgar, 5 OH, Nov 1894 
 
1900 Beat 5, Jefferson Co. MS – conducted 12 Jun 1900 – Valford’s 2nd wife Beatrice Reintze 
George Reintze, 42 MS, Oct 1857, parents b. Germany, married 15 years, butcher 
Dora, 38 MS, Jan 1862, parents b. MS, gave birth to 5 children, 4 are living 
Ethel, 12 MS, Feb 1888, at school 
Beatrice, 10 MS, May 1890, at school 
Coralie, 7 MS, Dec 1892 
Rosalie, 4 MS, Oct 1895  
 
1910 Springfield, Clark OH – N. Light St. – conducted 21 Apr 1910 
John W. Clark, 37 OH, father b. KY, mother b. OH, in 1st marriage, married 18 years, 
foreman, casket factory 
Amelia L., 37 OH, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Valford S., 17 OH 
Edgar E., 15 OH 
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1920 Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH – 2303 E. 103rd St. – conducted 10/12 Jan 1920 
Elizabeth Sharon, 46 OH, widow, dressmaker, day 
Her boarders: 
Valford S. Clark, 26 OH, parents b. OH, private detective 
Ethel Clark, 19 England, parents b. England, emigrated 1919, naturalized 1919, private 
detective  
 
1930 San Antonio, Bexar TX – 1101 Victoria St. – conducted 7 Apr 1930 
Val G. Clark, 37 OH, parents b. OH, age 31 at 1st marriage [not accurate], proprietor, auto 
body co., WWI veteran 
Beatrice, 37 MS, parents b. MS, age 30 at 1st marriage 
 
1930 Indianapolis, Marion IN – 159 Kealing – former wife & son Valford Coupe Clark – 
conducted 12 Apr 1930 
William Treverton [indexed as Trevertoy, but also can be read as Treverton], 36 PA, parents 
b. PA, age 22 at 1st marriage, salesman, life insurance 
Ethel Treverton, 29 England, parents b. England, age 19 at 1st marriage [William’s wife] 
Valford Clark, 9 OH, father b. PA, mother b. England [“son” – i.e. stepson – Clark is crossed 
through & so Treverton is understood, should read father b. OH, as this is Valford S. Clark’s 
son] 
Thomas Treverton, 4 IN, father b. PA, mother b. IN [son – but mother not born in Indiana, 
but in England]  
  Wauynetta Arnold, 16 IN, boarder 
 
1940 San Antonio, Bexar TX – 327 Crockett St. – same house in 1935 – conducted 15/16 Apr 
1940 
V.G. Clark, 47 OH, body-fender, own body shop 
Beatrice, 47 MS 
Valford, 18 OH 
 
1950 San Antonio, Bexar TX – 903 Florida St. – conducted 19 Apr 1950 
Valford G. Clark, 57 OH, proprietor, merchant police 
Beatrice, 57 MS 
Valford C., 28 OH, never married, makes plastic glasses, Army Air Base 
 

 
 


