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TUSCANIA 
 

Clabby, William John 
1888 NY – 1955 CA 

 

 
NY, WWI Army card - https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3030/records/325633 
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Veterans Administration Master Index – 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-N7SG-
T?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZF-

16W6&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en  
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/656174852/facts 

 
 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-N7SG-T?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZF-16W6&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-N7SG-T?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZF-16W6&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-N7SG-T?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZF-16W6&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/656174852/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1324250?tid=&pid=&queryId
=32812712-dd15-42e0-9d52-d31dda65ed3d&_phsrc=cPx35476&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/1438919589 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1324250?tid=&pid=&queryId=32812712-dd15-42e0-9d52-d31dda65ed3d&_phsrc=cPx35476&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1324250?tid=&pid=&queryId=32812712-dd15-42e0-9d52-d31dda65ed3d&_phsrc=cPx35476&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61779/records/438902 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61779/records/438902
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5361/records/14950 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/7787568 
 
 
 

 
Life: 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/7787568
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Brooklyn NY 
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Excerpts –  
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Letter from William John Clabby - “Brooklyn (NY) Times Union” Saturday 2 Mar 1918 p 6 
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/558940049/ 
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Palo Alto CA 
 

 
 

Wife Selma Murray – 1921 
 
 

 
Selma & Fenton – Find A Grave 20256222 
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  Fort Worth TX 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/925467443?tid=&pid=&quer
yId=324d89ba-7753-4c95-b7fd-
ff75a0d8fc62&_phsrc=cPx35514&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/402683499 
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Divorce suit  Houston TX 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61379/records/963304693 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61379/records/963304693


22 
 

 

  El Reno OK 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/11157428/person/-
512557408/facts?_phsrc=cPx35516&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/23506168 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Wife Estelle (Stella) McDougle - 1923 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/23506168
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/2441973 
 

  
Galveston TX 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/2441973


26 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/8391231/person/1855637758/facts?_phsrc=cPx35513&_phstart=succes
sSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/8391231/person/1855637758/facts?_phsrc=cPx35513&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/8391231/person/1855637758/facts?_phsrc=cPx35513&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/8391231/person/1855637758/facts?_phsrc=cPx35513&_phstart=successSource
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  San Mateo CA 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/420002714019/facts 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/8391231/person/1855637758/facts 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/420002714019/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062209-
02060?pId=23086042 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062086-
00251?pId=23422087 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/26279237 
 
 

 
Father: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/26279237
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/656184293/facts 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/656184293/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/656184293/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/656184293/facts
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 Brooklyn NY 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8800/images/005478959_00033?pId
=6508358 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8800/images/005478959_00033?pId=6508358
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8800/images/005478959_00033?pId=6508358
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/656184293/facts 
 
 

 
Mother: 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/656184293/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/656184293/facts
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 White Plains NY 
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  New Rochelle NY 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/656174852/facts 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Siblings: 
 
 
 

 
Sister Elizabeth Clabby Mesigh (1883-1951) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/578712/person/1588781752/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/656174852/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/1588781752/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/1588781752/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/1588781752/facts 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61779/records/30222232 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61779/records/30222232
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 Brooklyn NY 
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Brother Francis Aloysius Clabby (1884-1927) – https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/578712/person/6009426469/facts 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/6009426469/facts 
 

 
 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/6009426469/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/6009426469/facts
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  Brooklyn NY 
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https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/163065446/frank-a-clabby#view-
photo=185385875 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3030/records/224806?tid=&pid=&queryId=
f6b9f3a9-6198-4008-a3b6-9f8d454a2974&_phsrc=cPx35506&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9105/records/2478541 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9105/records/2478541
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61779/records/689565 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9131/records/2952019 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61779/records/689565
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6482/records/1641783 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61406/records/2293387?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=583906d6-9223-4356-b3ab-
99472181a325&_phsrc=cPx35528&_phstart=successSource 
 
1950 census Queens NY – William A. James (46 Newfoundland, Canada, iron worker, 
construction) & wife Anne (49 NY) & stepson Robert E. Clabby (23 NY, pipe fitter helper) - 
Annhttps://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62308/records/277451580?tid=&pid=&
queryId=b1b8596a-548e-4585-8398-
75e4db916fad&_phsrc=cPx35547&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61779/records/594021?tid=45643657&pid
=272207133252&queryId=2ec628f7-b632-438e-8912-
c242f4c53ced&_phsrc=cPx35555&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61779/records/594021?tid=45643657&pid=272207133252&queryId=2ec628f7-b632-438e-8912-c242f4c53ced&_phsrc=cPx35555&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61779/records/594021?tid=45643657&pid=272207133252&queryId=2ec628f7-b632-438e-8912-c242f4c53ced&_phsrc=cPx35555&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61779/records/594021?tid=45643657&pid=272207133252&queryId=2ec628f7-b632-438e-8912-c242f4c53ced&_phsrc=cPx35555&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61668/records/59779?tid=&pid=&queryId=
d8b37896-ade3-48e9-8d02-f117e8685ba1&_phsrc=cPx35566&_phstart=successSource

 

is this him?   Rochester NY 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7488/records/2013551395?tid=&pid=&que
ryId=13d32e7f-d54a-4ef7-98fc-
75261dbee8d7&_phsrc=cPx35567&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61668/records/59779?tid=&pid=&queryId=d8b37896-ade3-48e9-8d02-f117e8685ba1&_phsrc=cPx35566&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61668/records/59779?tid=&pid=&queryId=d8b37896-ade3-48e9-8d02-f117e8685ba1&_phsrc=cPx35566&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61668/records/59779?tid=&pid=&queryId=d8b37896-ade3-48e9-8d02-f117e8685ba1&_phsrc=cPx35566&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7488/records/3022961500?tid=&pid=&que
ryId=7c9ca8da-54ec-483b-9139-
2e28c06019a0&_phsrc=cPx35569&_phstart=successSource 
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Sister Mary Clabby Pierce (1890-1974)  -https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/578712/person/656184293/facts 
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Captioned: 4 generations at 240 Dare Rd., Selden NY – linked to Marie Mary Clabby - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/54400692/person/13664751036/media/53b64a2e-d4f6-4f9e-
b62c-5dec9c24903e?queryId=4f535851-9681-40e9-bcd7-
204ecd9ecc5c&searchContextTreeId=578712&searchContextPersonId=1588805497&_ph
src=cPx35479&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/1588805497/facts 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/1588805497/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/1588805497/facts


60 
 

 
Brooklyn NY 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/49061367/person/232051606797/media/69166f79-cfdd-
403b-a49a-e7889672288d?queryId=d5dc0f07-cc77-4792-ae7f-
a4ee0225b463&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx35521&_ph
start=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/1588805497/facts 
 

 

 
Sister Catherine (Isabel) Clabby Pierce McDermott (1893-1980) – 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/578712/person/656169371/media/af3984e6-ea6f-4d1e-8790-09b649329a24 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/578712/person/656169371/media/af3984e6-ea6f-4d1e-8790-09b649329a24
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/578712/person/656169371/media/af3984e6-ea6f-4d1e-8790-09b649329a24
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Married Dennis John Pierce 29 Jun 1914 - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/578712/person/656169371/facts 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/656166716/facts 
 

 

  Mount Vernon NY 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/656169371/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/656169371/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/656166716/facts
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New Rochelle NY 
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New Rochelle NY 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/6134284509/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/578712/person/6134284509/facts
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  New York NY 
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  Mount Vernon NY 
 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name: William John Clabby 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  213th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,126 
Entered service from:  Flushing, Queens NY 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: William J. Clabby 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. John Clabby, 10 Hicks St., Flushing NY 
Returned from war on:  "Princess Matoika" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: William J. Clabby 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Elizabeth V. Clabby, 10 High St., Flushing, 
Long Island NY (pvt, Aero Sq)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as William John Clabby - b. 4 Aug 1890 New York City, 
NY; res: 10 Hicks Pl., Flushing NY. Single. Chauffeur for Miss F.F. Davage, 430 W. 116th St., 
NYC. Father & mother dependent on him. Medium height & build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as William John Clabby - b. 3 Aug 1888 NY, NY; res: 
433 Vista, San Gabriel, Los Angeles CA. NOK Mrs. Wm. J. Clabby at the same address. Self-
employed at the home address. Height: 6’6 ½” & weight: 140 lbs. Registered 26 Apr 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 11 Dec 1917 
Discharged 4 Jun 1919 
Address: 153 Noe St., San Francisco CA 
Rank/unit: private, Hob Cas C 
 
NY WWI Army Card: William J. Clabby, serial 250126, resident of 10 Hicks St., Flushing NY. 
Enlisted in Army at Mineola, Long Island NY on 11 Dec 1917 at age 25 years, 3 months. 
Born NY, NY. In 213th Aero Squadron to 13 Jul 1918 – in 844th Aero Squadron to 17 Aug 1918 
– in 641st Aero Squadron to discharge. Promoted to private 1st class 5 Jun 1918, to 
chauffeur 1 Sep 1918, to 1st sergeant 30 Jan 1919. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 26 May 1919. 
Discharged 4 Jun 1919. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  3 Aug 1888 Manhattan, NY, NY (WWII & CA Death Index & tombstone & NY birth) - or 
- 4 Aug 1890 NYC, NY (World War I draft). NY birth record (indexed as William Clobby) – 
born 3 Aug 1888 to John & Elizabeth Clobby, at 942 – 10th Ave., NYC 
Died: 15 Nov 1955 Los Angeles Co. CA   
Find A Grave record: 104195875, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location:  San Gabriel, Los Angeles CA 
Cemetery: San Gabriel Mission 
Tombstone: 
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Father: John J. Clabby, Oct 1854 [also found as 1851] NY – 29 Feb 1924 Queens NY.  
Son of Patrick & Elizabeth Clabby. 
Obituary: “Brooklyn Times Union” 3 Mar 1924 p 9 – Requiem Mass at St. Michael’s Catholic 
Church, Flushing NY, on 3 Mar 1924 for John J. Clabby, age 74, who died at home at 10 
Hicks Place, Flushing, after a long illness. A resident of Flushing for 12 years. For many 
years an engineer in charge of grading & paving in the Highway Bureau of Queens. Survived 
by wife Mrs. Elizabeth Clabby, 2 sons: Frank J. & William, and 2 married daughters 
(unnamed). His funeral was “largely attended.” 
His NY death record reports he is widowed, but then that his executor is Elizabeth J. Clabby 
(his wife), which is validated by the copy of his will copied above. He was age 74, born ca. 
1854, the son of Patrick & Elizabeth Clabby, who were born in Ireland. He died at his 
residence, 10 Hicks Place, Flushing, Queens NY of “uraemia chronic interstial nephritis.” 
Employed as a foreman, street cleaning department, NYC.  
 Buried in Calvary Cemetery. This is likely Calvary Cemetery, Woodside, Queens NY. There 
are several Clabby burials there on Find A Grave, but not John’s.  
Find A Grave:  
 
Mother:  Elizabeth J. Boland Clabby, Jan 1856 (1900 census) or 25 Jan 1857 (obituary) 
Ireland – 16 Oct 1952 Stamford, Fairfield CT.  
Her maiden surname also found as Bowland (marriage license index) & Bowling. 
Daughter of Joannis/John Boland (1819-1908) & Bridget [or Elizabeth, according to her 
obituary]  Kenny (1813-1883).  
Arrived in the US in 1873 or 1875 or 1877 
In the 1930 census, Elizabeth J. Clabby, 66 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, widow, lived with her 
married daughter Isabelle D. Pierce (36 NY), her son-in-law Dennis J. Pierce (38 NY, broker 
on the stock exchange) & their 5 children in Queens, Queens NY. This census was 
conducted 11 Apr 1930. 
Elizabeth died while visiting her married granddaughter, Mrs. A.J. Donohue Jr., in Stamford, 
Fairfield CT.  
Find A Grave:  
Parents’ marriage: 20 Nov 1881 Manhattan, NY 
 
Spouse: Selma Murray Lane Clabby Barnsley, 15 Apr 1887 IL – 22 Jun 1963 Alameda Co. 
CA.  
Daughter of Patrick J. Murray and Minnie Krummri/Krumri. 
In the 1900 census for Hammond, Lake IN, Patrick Murray (36 Ireland, Apr 1864) was a bill 
poster [i.e. advertising posters]. He lived with wife Minnie (34 Germany, Mar 1866) & their 4 
children, including Selma Murray (13 IL, Apr 1887). This census was conducted 12 Jun 
1900. 
Selma Murray married Raymond Otto (Ray) Lane (1888-1975, F: 45145238) on 6 Oct 1909 in 
Oklahoma County OK. He became a dentist.  
In 1920, Patrick & Minnie Murray resided in Cleburne, Johnson TX. Living with them was 
daughter Selma Murray, age 32, b. IN, single. This census was conducted 1/2/3 Jan 1920. 
Selma was a mail clerk in a hotel while her father Patrick was in advertising, bill placing, 
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own business.  In 1930, Patrick J. & Minnie lived in Precinct 6, Bexar Co. TX. Minnie died in 
Uvalde, Uvalde TX of cancer of the intestines on 31 Oct 1946. 
Following her marriage to William Clabby, she married Foster Fenton Barnsley (1879-1964, 
F: 18410002). 
The burial details for both Selma and Foster Barnsley are unknown. 
Find A Grave: 20256222 
Marriage: Tuscania survivor W.J. Clabby married Selma Murray, daughter of P.J. Murray, in 
Cleburne, Johnson TX on Saturday 20 Aug 1921 in St. Joseph’s Catholic Church. He filed a 
He filed a divorce petition against Selma Clabby in Houston, Harris TX in Dec 1922. 
 
Spouse:  Estelle (Stella) E. McDougle Clabby, 19 Oct 1892 TX – 3 Feb 1989 Harris Co. TX.  
Daughter of Robert Boyce McDougle (1857-1941, F: 32629200) & Elizabeth (Leseman, 
Lessman) Boudeaux (1862-1935, F: 32640862).  
In the 1900 census for Justice Precinct 7, Harris Co. TX, Robert McDougle (42 TX, farmer) 
lived with wife Lismann (38 TX) & their 7 children, which included Stella (7 TX, Oct 1894, at 
school). 
Robert is buried in the McDougle Family Cemetery, Tomball, Harris TX. 
Has 2 Find A Grave records: 
The one in San Gabriel Mission Cemetery, San Gabriel, Los Angeles CA has incomplete 
death information on the headstone 
Spouse Find A Grave: 104195904 
the other in TX contains full details so she is likely buried there. 
Buried in Perry Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 19139979  
Marriage; 31 Mar 1923 in Harris Co. TX. W.J. Clabby & Stella E. McDougle.  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: plus 2 siblings who had died by the 1900 census 

• Elizabeth Gertrude Clabby Mesigh, Jan 1883 NYC, NY (1900 census) - 4 May 1951 
NY, NY. -  She married John J. Mesigh (1870-1940, F: 176793127, the son of Francis 
L. Mesigh & Catherine McKnabe/McNabb) on 7 Sep 1904 in Manhattan NY. - A link to 
the 1918 home address of William Clabby in “Brooklyn Times Union” 17 Jun 1921 p 
2: surrogate James A. Foley appointed Maurice Marks today in Surrogate’s Court, 
Manhattan NY, as referee to pass on the application of John J. Mesigh, 10 Hicks 
Place, Flushing, asking that letters of administration granted his sister, Mrs. 
Catherine C. Flynn, 262 W. 89th St., Manhattan, be revoked. When John’s mother 
Catherine died in 1909, he inherited income from $16,000 & from a house at 1339 
Fifth Ave., Manhattan. In the 11 years since, there has been no annual accounting of 
the handling of the estate by the steward as required by law. Catherine’s husband 
died Sep 1920. Catherine says she left the handling of the estate to her husband & 
she knows nothing. – Buried in Mount Saint Mary Cemetery, Flushing, Queens NY. F: 
176792911.  
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• Francis Aloysius (Frank) Clabby, 7 Dec 1884 NY, NY – 9 Jan 1927 Flushing, Queens 
NY (interred 12 Jan 1927). – His NY birth record lists him as the son of John & Lizzie 
Clabby. - On his WWI draft record, he was a plumber, living at 10 Hicks Place (also 
the address of William). b. Dec 1884 NY (1900 census). Francis A. Clabby, b. NYC, 
age 18, plumber, enlisted in the Army (Coast Artillery) on 16 May 1903, and was 
discharged 15 May 1906. – He married Anna McManus (4 Jul 1898 NY-6 Jul 1976, 
daughter of Frank & Anna McManus) on 31 Aug 1919 in NY. Frank A. Clabby, 
plumber, b. Manhattan NY, who died in Flushing NY of pneumonia on 12 Jan 1927 
(“Brooklyn Times Union” 11 Jan 1927 p 55). – Anne Clabby married William A. James 
(b. ca. 1904 Newfoundland, Canada) on 10 Jun 1943 in Manhattan NY. In the 1950 
census, William & Annie James live in Queens NY with his stepson Robert Emmet 
Clabby (b. 8 Aug 1925 Flushing, Queens NY.) - Frank is buried in Mount Saint Mary 
Cemetery, Flushing, Queens NY, F: 163065446. The headstone says it was erected 
by his mother, Hannah Grace O’Mara, who died Sep 1976. This is a mystery. See 
below. 

• Marie (Mary) Muriel Clabby Pierce, 29 Oct 1890 NYC, NY – 30 Sep 1974 Flushing, 
Queens NY. - SSN 078-16-5384. – Her NY birth record lists parents as John J. & Eliza 
Clabby. - Born Oct 1890 NY (1900 census). - Marie Muriel Clabby married on 16 Aug 
1911 in Queens NY to James Joseph Pierce (25 Nov 1889 NY – 27 Sep 1926 Flushing, 
Queens NY, of uraemia, F: 176862819), the son of Dennis John Pierce (1891-1936 & 
Margaret T. Cahill [spelled Kale on James’s NY death certificate). – James Pierce 
was the brother of Dennis John Pierce, who was the 1st husband of Marie Clabby’s 
sister Catherine/Isabel Clabby. – Buried in Mount Saint Mary Cemetery, Flushing, 
Queens NY. F: 176862965 

• Isabel (Catherine/Kate) Dolores Clabby Pierce McDermott, 21 Oct 1892 (Oct 1892 in 
1900 census, in which she is 7 years old) or 21 Oct 1895 (Find A Grave)  Manhattan, 
NY, NY - 1 Apr 1980 Stamford, Fairfield CT. Born Oct 1892 NY according to the 1900 
census. - Married 29 Jun 1914 in Queens NY to Dennis John Pierce (1891-26 Jul 1936 
New Rochelle, Westchester NY, F: 135798326), the son of Dennis John Pierce & 
Margaret T. Cahill. Dennis’s brother James Pierce married Catherine Clabby’s sister 
Marie Clabby. – Her husband, a broker on the New York Stock Exchange since 1921, 
died at his home in New Rochelle NY of a heart attack while he was napping. – 
Newspaper accounts said Dennis’s estate, left to his wife Isabel, was worth at least 
$20,000. In 2025 dollars, this ranges from $454,000 to $457,000. - On 20 Jan 1944 in 
Manhattan NY, she then married William Francis (Billy) McDermott (1892 NY-1964 
CT, F: 135791157).  Isabel McDermott is buried in Gate of Heaven Cemetery, 
Flushing, Queens NY. F: 135797318 

 
Notes: Served in the Mexican border conflict prior to WWI.  
 
His father John’s will lists the following survivors: 
Elizabeth J. Clabby, his widow 
Daughter Elizabeth Mesigh 
Son Frank Mesigh [which should read Clabby] 
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Son William Mesigh [which should read Clabby] 
Daughter Marie M. Pierce 
Daughter Isabelle D. Pierce 
 
Hannah Grace O’Mara, who inscribes on Francis (Frank) Aloysius Clabby’s headstone that 
she is his mother, has SSSN 090-30-1684. She was born 12 Apr 1891 & her last residence 
was in Flushing, Queens NY when she died 28 Sep 1976.  
In 1940, Hannah Omara, 48 Eire [Ireland], a naturalized citizen, lived at 310 Park Place as a 
lodger with John G. & Jennie Bene. In 1935 she reported living in Kings Co. Hannah had 
served in the US Army in WWI (5 Jul 1918 – 10 Oct 1918).  
 
Wartime: 
 
His mother is also reported in the “Long Island Farmer” & “New York Sun” as Mrs. William 
J. Clabby. His father is also reported as J.H. Clabby of 49 Linden Ave., Flushing NY (but that 
is fellow passenger David Loweree's address)   
 
“New York Tribune” 10 Feb 1918 p 14 – 1 of 2 local men not reported safe is William J. 
Clabby 
 
“Brooklyn Times Union” 2 Mar 1918 p 6 – letters received in Flushing NY from William 
Clabby of Hicks Place & Joseph Crawford of Osgood Place. William’s letter copied above. 
 
Post-war: 
 
1948 Temple City CA city directory: 
Clabby, Wm. J. (Estelle), salesman, resident of 433 Vista 
 
Obituary: 
 
CA death record: William John Clabby, d. 15 Nov 1955 at 7:30 a.m. at 6041 N. Vista, San 
Gabriel, Los Angeles CA at age 67. Married – wife Estelle Clabby. Salesman, furniture store. 
Father: John Clabby, b. Ireland. Mother: Elizabeth Bowling, b. Ireland. WWI veteran. SSN 
551-07-8144. Had lived in San Gabriel 15 ½ years. Autopsy was performed. Cause of 
death: congestive heart failure. Buried in San Gabriel Mission Cemetery. 
 
Social Security Number: 551-07-8144 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Manhattan, NY, NY – 448 Amsterdam St. – conducted 12 Jun 1900 
John J. Clabby, 45 NY, Oct 1854, parents b. Ireland, married 19 years, inspector, public 
highways 
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Elizabeth, 40 Ireland, Jan 1860, emigrated 1877, in US for 23 years, gave birth to 7 children, 
5 are living [wife] 
Elizabeth, 17 NY, Jan 1883, school [daughter] 
Francis, 15 NY, Dec 1884, school [son] 
William, 11 NY, Aug 1888, school [son] 
Mary, 9 NY, Oct 1890, school [daughter] 
Catherine, 7 NY, Oct 1892, school [daughter] 
 
1905 NY state census – Manhattan NY 
John J. Clabby, 52 
Elizabeth, 42 
William, 16 
Mary, 14 
Isabel, 12 
 
1910 Manhattan, NY, NY – W. 83rd St. – conducted 16 Apr 1910 
John J. Clabby, 61 NY, parents b. Ireland, married 28 years, inspector, highways 
Elizabeth, 50 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, housework, private, gave birth to 7 children, 5 are 
living 
William J., 21 NY, single, chauffeur, garage 
Mary S., 19 NY 
Catharine S., 17 NY, stenographer, china store 
 
1915 NY state census – Queens NY – as of 1 Jun 1915 
John Clabby, 64 US, inspector, highway department 
Elizabeth, 59 Ireland, housewife 
Wm. John, 27 US, chauffeur 
 
1920 Queens, Queens NY – 10 Crawford Place – conducted 17/18/19 Apr 1920 
John J. Clabby, 71 NY, father b. Ireland, mother b. England, inspector, N.Y.C. 
Elizabeth J., 59 Ireland, emigrated 1875, naturalized 1881 
William J., 29 NY, single, mechanic, automobiles 
 
1930 Chicago, Cook IL – 2921 Washington Blvd. – rented 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6224/records/24855253?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=c95689d7-1941-4007-99bd-f996d5a3bcfc&_phsrc=cPx35497&_phstart=successSource 
William Joe Clabby, 39 NY, father b. NY, mother b. Ireland, age 27 at 1st marriage, 
salesman, store, WWI veteran 
Stella M. Clabby, 28 TX, parents b. TX, age 28 at 1st marriage, age 28 at 1st marriage, 
bookkeeper, office [wife] 
& 2 lodgers Idella McGinnis, 38 WI, stenographer & Raymond Roberts, 48 NY, janitor 
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1940 San Gabirle, Los Angeles CA – in 1935 in Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA – conducted 13 
Apr 1940 
William J. Clabby, 51 NY, salesman, retail furniture 
Eselle [sic] E., 47 TX 
 
1950 San Gabriel, Los Angeles CA – 433 Vista – conducted 6 Apr 1950 
William J. Clabby, 61 NY, furniture salesman, retail department store 
Estelle, 57 TX, bakery clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
1950 


