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TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Cheshier, John Wilburn 

1890 CA – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-N9JL-
N?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZC-

DD7J&action=view&cc=2968245 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1745312:2590?tid=&pid=&queryid=6b3bdd5a-6088-4526-9a1b-
f89431251a7c&_phsrc=cPx25007&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K927-

V?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-
9S3R&action=view&cc=2996059 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1745312:2590?tid=&pid=&queryid=6b3bdd5a-6088-4526-9a1b-f89431251a7c&_phsrc=cPx25007&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1745312:2590?tid=&pid=&queryid=6b3bdd5a-6088-4526-9a1b-f89431251a7c&_phsrc=cPx25007&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1745312:2590?tid=&pid=&queryid=6b3bdd5a-6088-4526-9a1b-f89431251a7c&_phsrc=cPx25007&_phstart=successSource
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tttps://www.fold3.com/image/604212626?rec=624434294 
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Memorial in Klickitat Co. WA – Find A Grave 19070044 

 
Life: 
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List continues – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 10 
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Irene Hoyez Smith was not dead & not buried – “Tacoma (WA) Times” Thursday 14 Feb 

1918 p 3 
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“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Wednesday 15 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Goldendale (WA) Sentinel” Thursday 21 Feb 1918 p 5 
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These were basically “form letters” written by officers, describing each casualty’s conduct 
the same way – “Goldendale (WA) Sentinel” Thursday 30 May 1918 p 1 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/944558139/ 
 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/944558139/
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Lengthy article continues – “Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Thursday 4 Jul 1918 p 14 
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Excerpt: 
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“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Sunday 7 Jul 1918 p 13 
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“Goldendale (WA) Sentinel” Thursday 23 May 1929 p 1 
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“Goldendale (WA) Sentinel” Thursday 21 May 1942 p 1 
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“Goldendale (WA) Sentinel” Thursday 28 May 1942 p 5 
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“Goldendale (WA) Sentinel” Thursday 1 Jul 1954 p 29 

      
 

Father: 
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John Marion Cheshier – “Sunnyside (WA) Daily Sun-News” Thursday 25 Jun 1953 p 11 
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“Ukiah (CA) Dispatch Democrat” Friday 7 Mar 1902 p 1 

 

 
“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Thursday 24 Nov 1927 p 4 
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“Goldendale (WA) Sentinel” Thursday 15 Oct 1931 p 6 

 

 
“Goldendale (WA) Sentinel” Thursday 8 Mar 1934 p 3 

 
 

Mother: 
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“Goldendale (WA) Sentinel” Thursday 25 Jun 1931 p 1 

 

 
“Goldendale (WA) Sentinel” Thursday 30 Jun 1910 p 8 
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“Goldendale (WA) Sentinel” Thursday 26 Aug 1926 p 3 
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“Bethany (MO) Democrat” Thursday 18 Jun 1885 p 3  
https://www.newspapers.com/image/859615149/?article=de335c18-830a-4e51-8d18-

1a7ceaeec338&xid=5580 
 
 



27 
 



28 
 

 
CA State Hospital records - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/35432:9206 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/523808:5187 

 
Siblings: 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/35432:9206
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/35432:9206
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Sister Ethel E. Cheshier Cummens (1887-1949) – “Goldendale (WA) Sentinel” Thursday 7 

Jul 1949 p 1 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6716/images/i2284805-

01566?pId=1136612 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6716/images/i2284805-01566?pId=1136612
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6716/images/i2284805-01566?pId=1136612
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/97693060:2378?tid=6095817&pid=-

1110980986&queryid=5b1055a7-ac7f-4738-ae93-
7b69a8811a34&_phsrc=cPx25015&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/97693060:2378?tid=6095817&pid=-1110980986&queryid=5b1055a7-ac7f-4738-ae93-7b69a8811a34&_phsrc=cPx25015&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/97693060:2378?tid=6095817&pid=-1110980986&queryid=5b1055a7-ac7f-4738-ae93-7b69a8811a34&_phsrc=cPx25015&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/97693060:2378?tid=6095817&pid=-1110980986&queryid=5b1055a7-ac7f-4738-ae93-7b69a8811a34&_phsrc=cPx25015&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6509221:1170 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1507836278:2378 

 
2da0018d10cc&_phsrc=cPx25024&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1507836278:2378
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“Goldendale (WA) Sentinel) Thursday 9 Dec 1954 p 12 
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Brother William Elkins Cheshier (1888-1954) – “Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Thursday 22 

Apr 1954 p 36 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/75113705:61675 
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“Goldendale (WA) Sentinel” Thursday 12 Jan 1928 p 3 
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WWII draft registration - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/10566742:1002 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10566742:1002
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10566742:1002
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Brother Wilfred A. Cheshier (1893-1957) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/7530297:6716?tid=6095817&pid=-1111064954&queryid=193e00cd-c7ed-
4009-b128- 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7530297:6716?tid=6095817&pid=-1111064954&queryid=193e00cd-c7ed-4009-b128-
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7530297:6716?tid=6095817&pid=-1111064954&queryid=193e00cd-c7ed-4009-b128-
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7530297:6716?tid=6095817&pid=-1111064954&queryid=193e00cd-c7ed-4009-b128-
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7697434:2378?tid=6095817&pid=-

1111064954&queryid=efe2cc06-e6c2-4a84-acdd-
57219638fa97&_phsrc=cPx25026&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name: John Wilburn Cheshier 
Name variations:  Wilburn Cheshier, John Wilburn Cheshire 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number: not assigned to military personnel until after the Tuscania sinking 
Entered service from: Lucas, Klickitat WA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  John W. Cheshier 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Joe M. Cheshier, Lucas WA 
Burial on isle of Islay, Scotland:  1st buried at Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 32, as 
J.W. Cheshire 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7697434:2378?tid=6095817&pid=-1111064954&queryid=efe2cc06-e6c2-4a84-acdd-57219638fa97&_phsrc=cPx25026&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7697434:2378?tid=6095817&pid=-1111064954&queryid=efe2cc06-e6c2-4a84-acdd-57219638fa97&_phsrc=cPx25026&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7697434:2378?tid=6095817&pid=-1111064954&queryid=efe2cc06-e6c2-4a84-acdd-57219638fa97&_phsrc=cPx25026&_phstart=successSource
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Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 29 Sep 1920 
Body listed on return ship as:  entry is illegible on Fold3.com database, also not indexed – 
appears to read J.W. [some variation of Cheshier]. To find it: use search terms F + Church + 
Antigone on Fold3 to locate the record for soldier F. Church on the line below Cheshier's  
Rank: pvt, Co. F, 20th Engrs   
World War I draft registration (1917): - as John Wilburn Cheshier - b. 13 Jun 1891 Ukiah CA; 
res: Lucas, Klickitat OR. Single. Farmer working for sself. Card signed J.W. Cheshier. Tall & 
slender. 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlistment & discharge dates not given 
Birth: 13 Jun 1891 
Death: 6 Feb 1918  
Address: Lucas WA 
Rank/unit: private, Co. H., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  13 Jun 1890 (Arlington & Ukiah tombstone) – or 13 Jun 1891 (WWI draft) – or Jun 1892 
(Find A Grave memorial & 1900 census) in Ukiah, Mendocino CA   
Died:  5 Feb 1918 Tuscania  
Has two Find A Grave records:   
Burial location: Arlington, Arlington VA 
Cemetery: Arlington National 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Washington Pvt 120 Engrs 
Find A Grave: 57041922 – presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower 
Memorial location: Maryhill, Klickitat WA 
Cemetery: Stonehenge Monument 
Find A Grave: 19070044 – presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
 
Father:  John Marion Cheshier, 15 Jan 1861 Knoxville, Ray MO – 12 Jun 1953 Sunnyside, 
Yakima WA.  
Son of William Elkins Cheshier/Cheshire & Susan Frances Spencer.  
In 1940 census, living with niece Eleanor Knox in Sunnyside WA.  
John outlived his children John, Ethel & Clara. 
He moved to CA in 1885 – to Goldendale WA in 1920 – to Sunnyside WA in 1931. 
Buried in Lower Valley Memorial Gardens, Sunnyside, Yakima WA. 
Find A Grave: 173499360 
 
Mother: Clara Belle Carter Cheshier, ca. 1865/1866 Harrison Co. MO – 29 May 1931 Ukiah, 
Mendocino CA.   
Adopted daughter of William Benjamin Anderson Carter (d. 16 Oct 1911 OR, F: 89334374, 
who fought for the Union in the Civil War from Iowa & was a prisoner-of-war in TX for 11 
months) & Sarah A. Dunkerson (d. 29 Dec 1911, F: 91779912). William’s obituary on his 
Find A Grave record does not mention a daughter.   
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On her Find A Grave record is a note that she was adopted. From DNA submitted to online 
genealogy sites, it appears that she is related biologically to a Donahoo-Spradlling 
descendant from Harrison Co. MO, likely living in the towns of Marion MO and/or Bradley 
MO.  
In the 1870 census for Harrison Co. MO, Clara B. Carter (4 MO), listed as “daughter,” 
resides with William B.A. Carter (30 IN, wagon maker) & Sarah A. (29 MO) Carter, keeping 
house. Cheshier was institutionalized in the Mendocino State Hospital for the Insane on 14 
May 1899, and was living there in the 1900, 1910 & 1920 censuses (although she is also 
listed at home in Ukiah CA with the family in the 1910 census).   
CA State Hospital Records – Mendocino State Hospital – for Clara B. Cheshire – admitted 
14 Jun 1899. Born MO. Age 33. Committed from Mendocino Co. by J.M. Mannow, Superior 
Judge. Witness: J.H. Smith. Doctors: J.L. Bond M.D. & George W. Stout M.D. Had lived in CA 
for 12 years. The attacks first occurred about 5 years ago. Has no insane relatives. Not 
filthy, not using alcohol or narcotics. Had a head injury. Relative’s address: J.M. Cheshire, 
Ukiah CA, husband. “Restless, excited, dangerous; says everything said in her house is at 
once known to everyone in town; that everytime she changes her clothes the bell rings on 
the railroad engine; a few days since sent her little girl to the railroad depot with a request 
that the engine would cease ringing the bell while she changed her clothing. Says people 
are watching everything she does, and on one occasion sent her little children to the 
house-top to look out for her. Excited; suspicious. Hears people talking.” Note added says: 
“Died May 28, 1931.” 
Buried in Ukiah Cemetery, Ukiah, Mendocino CA.  
Find A Grave: 28997515 
Parents’ marriage: 8 Jun 1885 Harrison Co. MO 
 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: 

• Ethel Arada (on MO birth record, but Arrida on family trees). Cheshier Cummens, 22 
Mar 1886 [MO birth record] or 26 Mar 1887 [Find A Grave] Bethany (or Union), 
Harrison MO – 30 Jun 1949 Goldendale, Klickitat WA. - Wife of James Elias 
Cummens (1874-1954, F: 62193619) whom she married 30 Jul 1905 in North 
Yakima, Yakima WA. – James & Ethel had 3 children. Buried in IOOF Mountain View 
Cemetery, Goldendale, Klickitat WA. F: 62240835 

• William Elkins (“Bill”) Cheshier, Sr. 19 Nov 1888 Lakeport, Lake CA – 21 Apr 1954 
Salem, Marion OR. - Husband of Jesse Elizabeth Counts (1892-1973, F: 245573542) 
whom he married 19 Nov 1912 at Goldendale, Klickitat WA. – On his WWII draft 
registration, dated 27 Apr 1942, he is listed as “right eye missing – 2 small toes off rt. 
foot.” - Buried in Belcrest Memorial Park, Salem, Marion OR. F: 59204150 

• Wilfred A. Cheshier, 4 Jun 1893 Ukiah, Mendocino CA – 23 Oct 1957 Yakima, Yakima 
WA. Husband of Lillie Pearl Johnson (1899-1959, F: 33617384) whom he married in 



43 
 

1918 in Yakima, Yakima WA. - Wilfred & Lillie had 20 children; he was survived by 10 
daughters & 8 sons. - Buried in Tahoma Cemetery, Yakima, Yakima WA. F: 
33617328 

• Clara Belle Cheshier, b. ca. 1898 CA – d. ca. 1901 Ukiah, Mendocino CA. Does not 
appear with the family in the 1900 census. 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” 13 Feb 1918 p 10 – From Goldendale WA, 12 Feb – 
relatives of John Wilburn Chesier [sic] of Lucas, Klickitat Co. WA, who was reported 
missing yesterday, are anxiously awaiting news. He is the son of John M. Cheshier [spelled 
correctly the 2nd time], a farmer in the Cedar Valley section of the Simco Mountains, 20 
miles northeast of Goldendale.  He enlisted in Co. F, 6th Battalion, 20th Engineers at 
Vancouver WA around 1 Dec 1917, because of his experience as a woodsman in the 
Klickitat country. Age 26. Born Ukiah CA. Came to Klickitat County 15 years ago & for a 
number of years drove the star route stage from Goldendale to Cedar Valley. 
 
“The Oregonian” (Portland OR) 13 Feb 1918 p 16 – 
John Wilburn Cheshier, a Klickitat soldier on the Tuscania, has been reported both missing 
& saved so relatives are anxiously awaiting definite news. Son of John M. Cheshiar, rancher 
in the Cedar Valley section of the Simcoe Mountains, 20 miles northwest of Goldendale. 
His father did not know he was on the ship until his son’s name appeared in press reports 
on Monday. John enlisted in the 6th Battalion, 20th Engineers Forestry, at Vancouver 
Barracks WA around 1 Dec 1917. Well-known at Goldendale, having been a US mail carrier 
on the route from Goldendale from Lucas Post Office for several years. The experience 
gained as a woodsman during his 15-year residence in the Klickitat forests led him to enlist 
in the forestry division. He is 26, unmarried, born Ukiah CA. First one among the 300 
soldiers & sailors gone from Klickitat County to be reported in the casualty list. 
 
“Tacoma (WA) Times” 14 Feb 1918 p 3 – press dispatches from Scotland, which were 
checked with the War Department, note that 5 soldiers from WA, in the 6th Battalion, 20th 
Engineers, were among the bodies washed ashore in Scotland & buried. One is John W. 
Cheshier. They were buried in a single grave of 78 men. 
 
Note the same issue of the same newspaper provides conflicting reports: 
 
“Goldendale (WA) Sentinel” 14 Feb 1918 p 1 – “Three Klickitat Boys on Torpedoed Ship” – 
the Klickitat boys (Beals, Cheshier, Robinson) on the ill-fated Tuscania are supposedly 
safe. John W. Cheshier has been reported both as missing & saved. The paper takes the 
optimistic view that all three are safe. The paper reports 115 casualties [actually, 215].  
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“Goldendale (WA) Sentinel” 14 Feb 1918 p 5 – Today’s newspaper lists John Wilbur 
Cheshier among those lost on the Tuscania, dispelling any hope of his being a survivor. His 
death brings the war home to us in Klickitat very forcibly. 
 
“Goldendale (WA) Sentinel” 30 May 1918 p 1 – “J.M. Cheshier Has Letter from France” – 
letter dated 10 Apr 1918 from Headquarters Co., Co. F, 6th Battalion, 20th Engineers – from 
Captain C.E. Hetrick. These were basically “form letters” in which every casualty is 
described as “well and in fine spirits” who marched to his lifeboat station with coolness 
after the ship was torpedoed. The letter adds that John’s lifeboat had gotten only a short 
distance from the ship before it overturned. It was impossible to rescue every man and 
their lifebelts were of little use. John’s body was recovered the next day on Islay & buried 
with military honors. “The kind Scottish people were very tender in their care of both living 
and the death, and lavished a profusion of flowers on the caskets of those who are no 
longer with us.” Captain Hetrick suggests the family write Colin Campbell H.C.W, No. 7 
Charlotte Street, Port Ellen, Islay, Scotland. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
US National Cemetery Interment Control Form – Arlington National VA 
John W. Cheshier, WA Private, Co. F, 6th Battalion, 20th Engineers, no division, WWI. Buried 
5 Feb 1918 in Scotland. Reinterment 22 Oct 1920 – White, European, 1023. “Orig.Bur. 
Grave #32, Row 2, #154 Kilnaughton, Port Ellen Islay Argyll, Scotland. C.R. Oct 1920.” 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Ukiah, Mendocino CA 
John Cheshier, 53 MO, May 1866, parents b. MO, day laborer 
And children: 
Ethel, 14 CA, May 1886, at school 
William, 11 CA, Nov 1888, at school 
Wilburn, 7 CA, Jun 1892, at school 
Wilford, 6 CA, Jun 1893 CA 
 
1910 Cedar Valley, Klickitat WA 
John M. Cheshire, 49 MO, parents b. TN, married, in 1st marriage, married 25 years, mail 
carrier, US mail 
Clara B., 45 MO, parents b. US, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 5 children, 4 are living [she is 
also listed as a resident of the Mendocino State Hospital for the Insane] 
William E., 21 CA, common laborer, orchard 
John W., 18 CA, farm labor, home farm 
Wilfred, 16 CA 
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Ethel E. Cummins, 24 MO, parents b. MO, in 1st marriage, status: married [John M.’s 
daughter] 
Ronald P. Cummins, WA, father b. IA, mother b. MO [grandson] 
 
1920 Ukiah, Mendocino CA – Mendocino State Hospital for Insane – conducted 6 Jan 1920 
– line 93 
Clara Cheschire [sic], 53 MO, married, parents b. US, patient, dormitory worker, state 
hospital 
 
1930 Ukiah, Mendocino CA – Mendocino State Hospital 
Clara B. Cheshire, 34 MO, patient, married 
 
 


