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TUSCANIA 

 
     

 
 

Cheek, Hamby Joe / Joseph Hamby 
1890/1894/1897 TX – 1979 TX 

 

 
Hamby Joe Cheek – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 17 Feb 1918 p 17 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/899764164/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/899764164/
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/556956:2272?tid=&pid=&queryid=731c5b4b-7a0c-46f9-bf47-
0c399c02a70f&_phsrc=cPx24507&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
TX, WWI, application for Victory Medal 
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TX, WWI Military Record 
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WWI draft card 

 
Life: 
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
 
 

 
List continues – “Waco (TX) Times-Herald” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Edmond (OK) Sun” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 
“Tulsa (OK) Tribune” Sunday 17 Feb 1918 p 27 
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“Kerrville (TX) Mountain Sun” Thursday 14 Aug 1930 p 9 

 
 
 

Wife Ruby Stanley 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1834820:60183?tid=&pid=&queryid=35715dff-5739-49c8-8c4e-
9d723d626e41&_phsrc=cPx24527&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1834820:60183?tid=&pid=&queryid=35715dff-5739-49c8-8c4e-9d723d626e41&_phsrc=cPx24527&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1834820:60183?tid=&pid=&queryid=35715dff-5739-49c8-8c4e-9d723d626e41&_phsrc=cPx24527&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1834820:60183?tid=&pid=&queryid=35715dff-5739-49c8-8c4e-9d723d626e41&_phsrc=cPx24527&_phstart=successSource
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“Houston (TX) Post” Sunday 29 Jul 1923 p 19 

 
 

Wife Gertrude Alford 
 

 
 



9 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/26323886:9168?tid=&pid=&queryid=1b6f1a36-e7e6-4565-ad92-
334fdd8490b7&_phsrc=cPx24511&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/26323886:9168?tid=&pid=&queryid=1b6f1a36-e7e6-4565-ad92-334fdd8490b7&_phsrc=cPx24511&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/26323886:9168?tid=&pid=&queryid=1b6f1a36-e7e6-4565-ad92-334fdd8490b7&_phsrc=cPx24511&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/26323886:9168?tid=&pid=&queryid=1b6f1a36-e7e6-4565-ad92-334fdd8490b7&_phsrc=cPx24511&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/946900:2272?tid=&pid=&queryid=9a93c775-ffa5-471e-90a5-
c218695cf0e1&_phsrc=cPx24539&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
 

Find A Grave 46808418 – published in the “Lufkin (TX) Daily News of 22 Nov 1936 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/946900:2272?tid=&pid=&queryid=9a93c775-ffa5-471e-90a5-c218695cf0e1&_phsrc=cPx24539&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/946900:2272?tid=&pid=&queryid=9a93c775-ffa5-471e-90a5-c218695cf0e1&_phsrc=cPx24539&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/946900:2272?tid=&pid=&queryid=9a93c775-ffa5-471e-90a5-c218695cf0e1&_phsrc=cPx24539&_phstart=successSource


11 
 

 
Is this her? – “Fort Worth (TX) Record-Telegram” Friday 31 Aug 1928 p 11 

 
 

Father 
 

 
Is this him? - “Columbia (TN) Herald & Mail” Friday 10 Sep 1875 p 6 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2707814:1169 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2707814:1169
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/82801484:2272 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/82801484:2272
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/738341:1666 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/973530:61383?tid=&pid=&queryid=cfb9bd0e-3dea-4946-9be9-
71796b2659b9&_phsrc=cPx24562&_phstart=successSource 

 
Mother: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/738341:1666
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/973530:61383?tid=&pid=&queryid=cfb9bd0e-3dea-4946-9be9-71796b2659b9&_phsrc=cPx24562&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/973530:61383?tid=&pid=&queryid=cfb9bd0e-3dea-4946-9be9-71796b2659b9&_phsrc=cPx24562&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/973530:61383?tid=&pid=&queryid=cfb9bd0e-3dea-4946-9be9-71796b2659b9&_phsrc=cPx24562&_phstart=successSource


14 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/21855718:2272?tid=&pid=&queryid=9c2a0a45-80d2-4ce2-9d50-

010af3dd2514&_phsrc=cPx24570&_phstart=successSource 
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Dear Mother / Mary Cheek - Find A Grave 259159274 

 
Siblings: 

 

 
brother Benjamin Franklin Cheek (1887 -              )- https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/410786:60183?tid=&pid=&queryid=342b8f8f-bd5e-470d-9afd-
c154524deb4b&_phsrc=cPx24578&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/410786:60183?tid=&pid=&queryid=342b8f8f-bd5e-470d-9afd-c154524deb4b&_phsrc=cPx24578&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/410786:60183?tid=&pid=&queryid=342b8f8f-bd5e-470d-9afd-c154524deb4b&_phsrc=cPx24578&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/410786:60183?tid=&pid=&queryid=342b8f8f-bd5e-470d-9afd-c154524deb4b&_phsrc=cPx24578&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22826759:2272 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22826759:2272
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Brother Mark D. Cheek (1890-1978) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1448989:2272?tid=&pid=&queryid=c02feb3a-bdbf-4466-ba51-

ee871f27679b&_phsrc=cPx24592&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/548920:60183 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10483685:3693 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/548920:60183
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10483685:3693
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Sister Nannie Mae Cheek Hansen (1900-1974) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062930-
03187?pId=443988 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062930-03187?pId=443988
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062930-03187?pId=443988
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/963913759:61379?tid=18328552&pid=29345363826&queryid=09ae64cb-

7fba-4778-b099-50ccc3c0ea23&_phsrc=cPx24606&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/237318:2272 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/963913759:61379?tid=18328552&pid=29345363826&queryid=09ae64cb-7fba-4778-b099-50ccc3c0ea23&_phsrc=cPx24606&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/963913759:61379?tid=18328552&pid=29345363826&queryid=09ae64cb-7fba-4778-b099-50ccc3c0ea23&_phsrc=cPx24606&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/963913759:61379?tid=18328552&pid=29345363826&queryid=09ae64cb-7fba-4778-b099-50ccc3c0ea23&_phsrc=cPx24606&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/237318:2272
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/669623:2550 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Hamby Joe Cheek 
Name variations: Joseph H. Cheek – Joseph Hamby Cheek – Hanby Cheek 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,490 
Entered service from:  Miami, Ottawa OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Hamby Cheek 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  brother-in-law H.N. Hansen, Miami OK 
Returned from war on: “Pastores” Jan 1919 – “sick & wounded in hospital” – from Base 
Hospital No. 6 
Sailed on return ship as: Hanby [sic] J. Cheek 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  mother Mrs. M.E. Cheek, Lufkin TX (private, 17th Co., 20th 
Engineers) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Hamby (Joe) Cheek - b. 14 Dec 1896 Lufkin TX; res: 
Lufkin TX. Single. Dependent mother. Saw mill laborer, Lufkin Land & Lbr. Co. Did not claim 
exemption from the draft. On the 2nd page (note from registrar): “mother is not dependent” 
– medium height & build. 



23 
 

World War II draft registration (1942): as Hamby Joe Cheek - b. 14 Dec 1897 Lufkin TX; res: 
406 Travis St., Houston, Harris TX - "unemployed - disabled war veteran" Next-of-kin: Mr. 
H.N. Hansen, Harlingen TX [his sister Nannie’s husband; the same contact on the Tuscania 
passenger roster]. Height: 5’7”, 128 lbs. Conducted 27 Apr 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Hamby Cheek 
Enlisted 5 Aug 1917  
Discharged 27 Mar 1919 
Address: Houston TX 
Rank/unit:  private, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
TX, WWI Record: Hamby Cheek, serial 250490. Enlisted in National Guard 10 Jul 1917 at 
age 20 years, 8 months.  Born Angelina Co. TX. Co. M, 5th Infantry TX National Guard to ---; 
17th Co., 20th Engineers to discharge. Private. Served 24 Jan 1918 to 6 Jan 1919. Discharged 
27 Mar 1919. 0% disabled. 
 
TX, WWI Record, Application for Victory Medal – Cheek, Hamby J. - serial 250490. Pvt., 7th 
Co., Camp Travis Convalescent Center. Address: General Delivery, Lufkin TX. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 14 Dec 1896 (WWI draft, TX death record & Find A Grave) - or - 14 Dec 1894 (TX 
military records) - or - 14 Dec 1897 (WW II draft) - Lufkin, Angelina TX  
Died:  5 Jun 1979 Houston, Harris TX  (Benner Convalescent Center) 
Find A Grave record: 97815924, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Houston, Harris TX   
Cemetery: East Hillside 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Pvt US Army WWI  
 
Father:  Jerry M. Cheek, also found as Jery M. Cheek and Mark Cheek (on Hamby’s TX death 
certificate – may have been Jerry Mark Cheek).  
Either born TN (ca. 1838 in 1910 census) or MS (May 1834, in 1900 census). First name may 
be Jeremiah or Jerimiah. –  
There are numerous J.M. Cheek records, for men born in either MS or TN, and if the 1910 
census accurately lists him as in his 4th marriage, a long trail of records (or non-existent 
records). –  
He may have been a soldier in the Confederate Army, as some men named J.M. Cheek 
were; he would have been the right age to serve. –  
Appears on tax rolls of Angelina Co. TX in 1882, 1883, 1885, 1889, 1890.  
In the 1850 census for District 25, Maury Co. TN, Jeremiah Cheek, 36 TN, farmer lives with 
Polly Cheek (74 NC, head of household) & woman (presumably his sisters) Mary (32 NC) & 
Elizabeth (24 N) who also live with Jeremiah & wife Nancy in Hickman Co. TN in 1860, 
apparently unmarried. 
A Jeremiah Cheek married 11 Mar 1852 to Nancy M.J. Rainey. Jeremiah & Nancy M.J. Rainey 
live in District 14, Hickman Co. TN in the 1860 census.  
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His wife moved to Houston TX ca. 1922.  
Find A Grave:  
 
Mother: Mary Elizabeth Goodman? Goodwin? Robinson? Cheek. Listed as Mary Goodman 
on his TX death certificate; also found as Goodwin.  - Mrs. M.E. Cheek is Hamby's next-of-
kin when returning from war. Also found as the mother on his siblings’ death certificates.  
Born May 1874 TN (1900 census) or ca. 1872 MO (1910 census) or ca. 1871 (TX death 
certificate) – died 4 Mar 1944 Houston, Harris TX. - In 1940 census, widowed, living with 
Hamby in Houston TX. - TX death certificate: Mary Cheek, b. ca. 1871 in MO, died at circa 
73 years, on 4 Mar 1944 in Houston, Harris TX. Resident of 918 Richmond, Houston TX. 
Resident of Houston 22 years. Widow. Parents’ names & birthplaces not known. Informant: 
Bramby [Hamby?] Cheek of Houston. Died of pulmonary edema. 
Buried in Forest Park Cemetery [Houston, Harris TX] on 5 Mar 1944 according to TX death 
record. 
Buried in Forest Park Lawndale Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. 
Find A Grave:  259159274 
Parents’ marriage: ca. 1885 (married 15 years in 1900 census & 24 years in 1910 census). A 
man named J.M. Cheek married Mary Moton on 5 Nov 1884 in Van Zandt Co. TX 
 
Spouse: Ruby Stanley  Cheek. 
Marriage: 1919 in Nacogdoches Co. TX. 
There are numerous “Ruby Stanley” records in online genealogies. A Ruby Stanley did 
marry Leon Fisher on 31 Jul 1919 in Harris Co. TX. 
Divorce: filed by Ruby Cheek vs. Hamby J. Cheek in Jul 1923 in Houston, Harris TX. 
 
Spouse:  Gertrude (Gertie/Gerthie) Alford/Allford Cheek Hayes Arney, 13 Jan 1903 LA – 20 
Mar 1980 Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches TX.  
Appears to be the Gertie A. Alford [different spelling], b. 1904 LA, living with her parents Mr. 
Dora U. Alford (52 LA) & Mary M. Alford [48 LA) in 1920 in Justice Precinct 2, Angelina Co. 
TX. Her father is Julius Isadore Alford; her mother Mary Simmons.  
When her father (F: 46808418) dies in 1936, she is listed in his obituary as Mrs. Gertrude 
Hayes of Ozark AL.  
At the time of her death, Gertie is married to Alvis William Arney (1918-2003, F: 98141383).   
Alvis Arney’s obituary in the “Tyler (TX) Courier-Times” of 20 Apr 2003 p 14 lists his 
deceased wife as Gertrude Allman Arney.  
There are numerous marriage records for Gertie/Gerthie/Gertrude Alford. 
Buried in Gann Cemetery, Pollok, Angelina TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 98141391 
Marriage: 13 Nov 1926 Hamby J. Cheek to Miss Gertie Allford, in Harris Co. TX – cannot 
locate 1930 census – divorced by 1940 census. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: 
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• Benjamin Franklin/Frank Cheek, Jul 1887 TX (1900 census) -                 . In the 1910 
census, Benjamin F. Cheek, age 24, b. TX, father b. MS, mother b. MO, living in 
Justice Precinct 5, Angelina Co. TX with wife Fannie E. (age 27 TX, father b. MS, 
mother b. MO). - Married Fannie E. Thorn (Thorne) on 25 Jul 1909 in Angelina Co. TX.  
They were both in their first marriage, married 1 year. – Frances Elpha (Fannie) 
Thorne, 5 Jan 1883 Helmic, Trinity TX – 12 Oct 1957 Carmona, Polk TX, was the 
daughter of Perry Wayne Wesley Thorne & Martha Ann Richardson. She married 
James J. Jones (1886-1965, F: 196709486) by the time of the 1920 census for Trinity 
Co. TX (conducted 8/9 Jan 1920). Frances Jones is buried in Bennett Cemetery, 
Apple Springs, Trinity TX, F: 196709582. Her Find A Grave record notes her marriage 
to Ben F. Cheek. So either Ben died between the 1910 and 1920 censuses or Ben & 
Fannie divorced. A Benjamin B.J. Cheek, birth & death dates unknown, is buried in 
Odd Fellows Cemetery, San Antonio, Bexar TX, F: 85780678, in “Strangers Row.” 

• Marcus Delafote/Dilafote (Mark) D. Cheek, 6 Jun 1899 Lufkin, Angelina TX (WWI 
draft) or 7 Jul 1889 Lufkin, Angelina TX (WWII draft) or Aug 1890 TX (1900 census) – 
24 Jan 1978 Cleveland, Liberty TX.  – On his TX death record, Mark’s father is listed 
as Andrew Cheek & his mother as Mary Elizabeth Robinson. - Mark married Carrie 
Vestal (listed as indexed version of Vester on record) on 26 Feb 1910 in Angelina Co. 
TX. Carrie, the daughter of Selman Balch Vestal & Dollie Ann Moore, was born 11 
Aug 1895 & died 10 Mar 1984, F: 29652280. - In 1910 census, Mart [sic] D. Cheek (20 
TX, father b. TN, mother b. MO) was living with wife Cairy Cheek (14 TX) in Justice 
Precinct 5, Angelina Co. TX.  – When he registered for the WWI draft on 5 Jun 1917, 
Marcus’s middle name was recorded as Delafote, with an alternative spelling of 
Dilafote. He was a sawmill laborer for William Cameron & Co., Saron TX & had a 
wife & 2 children. He claimed exemption from the draft due to his dependents. – 
When he registered for the WWII draft on 27 Apr 1942, his name was listed as M.D. 
Cheek, b. 7 Jul 1889. He worked for B.L. Ziegler Lumber Company in the Cotton Belt. 
He had “Six scars across right forearm.” - Mark D. Cheek is buried in Cleveland 
Memorial Cemetery, Cleveland, Liberty TX. TX. F: 29652333 

• Margie A./Mogie A. Cheek, Sep 1897 TX (1900 census) - 
• Nannie Mae Cheek Hansen, 10 Jul 1900 TX – 9 Oct 1974 San Antonio, Bexar TX. 

Listed as Nina M. Cheek in the 1900 census, b. Jul 1900 & as Mannie L. Cheek, age 
10, in the 1910 census. - Mrs. H.N. Hansen [Henry N. Hansen] is named as Hamby’s 
next-of-kin when he sails on Tuscania. – Married in Ardmore, Carter OK on 14 Jun 
1917 to Henry Nels Hansen (20 Feb 1892 Windom, Cottonwood MN – 5 Aug 1978 
San Antonio, Bexar TX), the son of Hans John Hansen & Sina Marie Rassmussen. – 
At the time of their marriage, Henry was a resident of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. 
OK & Nannie Cheek was a resident of Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. - In the 1930 
census for Harlingen, Cameron TX, Harry N. Hansen, 36 MN, parents b. Denmark, 
age 24 at 1st marriage, was a building contractor. In his household were wife Nannie 
M. (29 TX, father b. TN, mother b. MO) & daughter Bonnie M. (9 LA). - TX death 
certificate: Died at St. Benedict’s Hospital. Father’s 1st name not listed; surname 
Cheek. Mother: Mary Elizabeth Robinson. SSN 467-09-3963. Informant: Henry N. 
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Hansen. Died of pulmonary edema. Buried in Sunset Memorial Park, San Antonio, 
Bexar TX on 11 Oct 1974.  

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Tulsa (OK) Democrat” 16 Feb 1918 p 1 – Hamby Cheek of Miami OH may be dead. Nothing 
has been heard by his brother-in-law J.M. Hanson who lives here. Hamby was reported 
safe but Hanson has not been able to verify this. 
 
"Daily Oklahoman" (Oklahoma City OK) 17 Feb 1918 p 17 - photo  
 
Post-war: 
 
“Kerrville (TX) Mountain Sun” 14 Aug 1930 p 4 – under “Legion Hospital Notes”: discharged, 
last report, Hamby J. Cheek 
 
Obituary: 
 
TX death certificate: Hamby Cheek, d. 5 Jun 1979 Benner Convalescent Center, 3510 
Sherman, Houston, Harris TX at age 82. Divorced. Born 14 Dec 1896 TX. Self-employed, 
jeweler. Father: Mark Cheek. Mother: Mary Goodman. WWI veteran. SSN 466-05-7874. 
Informant: Mrs. Edna Bu—ica. Cause of death: generalized arteriosclerosis (had condition 
for years)  & chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (had for years). Buried in Houston 
National Cemetery 7 Jun 1979.  
 
Social Security Number: 466-05-7874 
 
Censuses: 
 
Is this Hamby’s father? 
1860 District 14, Hickman TN 
Jerimiah Cheek, 35 TN, farmer 
Nancy M.J. Cheek, 24 TN 
Eli J., 7 TN 
Mary M., 3 TN 
Franklin, 6 months TN 
Mary, 49 NC 
Elizabeth, 38 TN 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 8, Angelina Co. TX (conducted 6 Jun 1900) 
Jery M. Cheek, 66 MS, May 1834, parents b. MS, married 15 years, farmer 
May (or Mary) J., 26 TN, May 1874, parents b. TN, gave birth to 6 children, 5 are living 
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Benjiman, 12 TX, Jul 1887 
Marcus D., 5 TX, Aug 1890 
Joseph B., 4 TX, Jun 1895 [this must be Hamby, whose birth month is actually Dec] 
Margia A., 3 TX, Sep 1897 
Nina M., 9 months, Jul 1900 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 5, Angelina Co. TX 
Jerry M. Cheek, 72 TN, parents b. NC, in 4th marriage, married 24 years 
Mary K., 38 MO, parents b. TN, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 5 are living 
Joseph H., 15 TX [i.e. Hamby] 
Mogie A., 13 TX 
Mannie L., 10 X 
No one lists an occupation 
The next entry on the page is Hamby’s brother: 
Mart D. Cheek, 20 TX, in 1st marriage, married 1 years, foreman, lumber mill 
Cairy, 14 TX, in 1st marriage, gave birth to zero children 
 
1920 cannot locate 
 
1930 cannot locate 
 
1940 Houston, Harris TX – 1809 Lewis St. – all residents were in the same house in 1935 
Rosa Barreta, 34 TX, widow 
Gilbert Barreta, 16 TX [Rosa’s son] 
Melba L. Lopez, 10 TX [Rosa’s granddaughter] 
Mary Cheek, 60 MO, widow [lodger – Hamby’s mother] 
Hamby Cheek, 42 TX, divorced, attendant for operating room, government hospital 
 
1950 Houston, Harris TX – 1116 Welch – record is separate & does not appear with other 
residents of 116 Welch 
Hamby Cheek, 51 TX, widow, lodger 

 
 


