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TUSCANIA 

   

Tuscania casualty 
Carpenter, Harry  

1893 IL – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 

 
 

 
US Veterans Administration Master Index record - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-CHZ8-
L?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP86-

YHZ7&action=view 
 



2 
 

    
Harry Carpenter American Legion Post No. 428, - Potomac, Vermilion Co. IL 
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From “Potomac: The Artesian Village [1876-1976]” [errors due to computer scanning] 
https://archive.org/stream/potomacartesianv00poto/potomacartesianv00poto_djvu.txt 

 
Life: 

 

 
“Champaign (IL) Daily News” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 
“Chicago Tribune” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

https://archive.org/stream/potomacartesianv00poto/potomacartesianv00poto_djvu.txt
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“Champaign (IL) Daily News” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 10 

 

 
“Champaign (IL) Daily Gazette” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 5 
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“Paxton (IL) Record” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Champaign (IL) Daily News” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 6 
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“Indianapolis (IN) News” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 5 
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“Mattoon (IL) Journal-Gazette” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Champaign (IL) Daily Gazette” Tuesday 19 Feb 1918 p 10 

 

 
“Mattoon (IL) Journal-Gazette” Wednesday 20 Feb 1918 p 6 

 

 
“Bloomington (IL) Pantagraph” Wednesday 20 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Paxton (IL) Record” Thursday 21 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Here identified as John Henry Carpenter instead of Harry – “Mattoon (IL) Journal-Gazette” 

Friday 7 Jun 1918 p 6 
 

 
“Urbana (IL) Daily Courier” Wednesday 20 Oct 1920 p 10 
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“Bloomington (IL) Pantagraph” Friday 22 Oct 1920 p 10 
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“Paxton (IL) Record” Thursday 28 Oct 1920 p 10 
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Referenced article in the “Chicago Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 6 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/354981617/ 
 
 

Father: 
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DeLos Carpenter - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/82730453/person/312050889248/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/82730453/person/312050889248/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/82730453/person/312050889248/facts
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“Paxton (IL) Record” Thursday 19 Feb 1920 p 7 

 
Mother: 
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“Paxton (IL) Record” Thursday 13 Jun 1946 p 1 

 

 
Did she remarry? “Paxton (IL) Record” Thursday 13 Apr 1922 p 1 

 

 
“Paxton (IL) Record” Thursday 27 Apr 1922 p 10 
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“Mattoon (IL) Journal Gazette” Saturday 15 Mar 1924 p 7 

 
 

 
Siblings: 

 

 
brother Raymond William Carpenter (1890-1959) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/10200210:5180?tid=82730453&pid=312050944822&queryId=b3b69add-
c796-4ebd-be0a-003608ac7a2e&_phsrc=cPx14762&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
“Los Angeles Times” Tuesday 10 Apr 1934 p 18 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900784402:61460 
 

 
“Lincoln Heights Bulletin-News” (Los Angeles CA) Thursday 3 Dec 1959 p 12 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900784402:61460
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Edna May Chance Carpenter, wife of Raymond William Carpenter - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/433081:2118 
 

 
Brother Thomas Reed Carpenter (1896-1962) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/70440958/person/46218221526/media/d7af9b0e-4e42-4cf8-
ad6f-1be9bcd8dfa5?queryId=c52ae961-8d1b-442a-ab32-
b2c0fb2e6815&_phsrc=cPx14772&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/433081:2118
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/70440958/person/46218221526/media/d7af9b0e-4e42-4cf8-ad6f-1be9bcd8dfa5?queryId=c52ae961-8d1b-442a-ab32-b2c0fb2e6815&_phsrc=cPx14772&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/70440958/person/46218221526/media/d7af9b0e-4e42-4cf8-ad6f-1be9bcd8dfa5?queryId=c52ae961-8d1b-442a-ab32-b2c0fb2e6815&_phsrc=cPx14772&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/70440958/person/46218221526/media/d7af9b0e-4e42-4cf8-ad6f-1be9bcd8dfa5?queryId=c52ae961-8d1b-442a-ab32-b2c0fb2e6815&_phsrc=cPx14772&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/70440958/person/46218221526/media/d7af9b0e-4e42-4cf8-ad6f-1be9bcd8dfa5?queryId=c52ae961-8d1b-442a-ab32-b2c0fb2e6815&_phsrc=cPx14772&_phstart=successSource


22 
 

 
“Paxton (IL) Record” Thursday 4 Jan 1962 p 1 
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Brother Norman E. Carpenter (1902-1981) – “Chicago Tribune” Thursday 10 Sep 1981 p 67 
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Mary E. Carpenter, wife of Norman - “Chicago Tribune” Saturday 19 Feb 1972 p 72 
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Sister Velma Fern Carpenter Johnson (1906-1975) – “Bloomington (IL) Pantagraph” 
Thursday 27 Mar 1975 p 38 
 

 
“Urbana (IL) Daily Courier” Friday 15 Aug 1919 p 3 
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Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Harry Carpenter 
Name variations:  Harry E. Carpenter, Harry O. Carpenter, Harry F. Carpenter 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  100th Aero Squadron, 14th Squad - private 
Serial number:  not assigned when died 
Entered service from:  Potomac, Vermilion IL 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Harry Carpenter 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father Delos Carpenter, RR 1, Patomac (sic/Potomac) IL 
Burial on isle of Islay, Scotland:  1st buried at Kinnabus, Islay, Scotland - grave 1, as Harry 
Carpenter 
Body returned from war on:  "Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920 
Body listed on return ship as:  Harry Carpenter 
Rank: pvt, 100th Aero Sq 
World War I draft registration (1917):  b. 31 Dec 1893 Greenville IL; res: RR1, Potomac IL. 
Single. Farming for Delos Carpenter, RR1, Potomac IL 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted  14 Aug 1917 
Died: 6 Feb 1918 
Address: Paxton IL 
Rank/unit: private, 100th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  31 Dec 1893 Greenville, Bond IL  
Died:  5 Feb 1918 Tuscania  
Find A Grave record:  41888640, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location:  Ludlow, Champaign IL 
Cemetery:  Ludlow 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Illinois Pvt 100 Aero Sq 
 
Father:  DeLos R. Carpenter, 4 Apr 1857 (or 4 Apr 1858) Cumberland Co. IL – 14 Feb 1920 
Vermilion Co. IL Son of Nathaniel Carpenter & Julia A. Mann. – Said to have been in failing 
health ever since hearing of the death of Harry on Tuscania, DeLos dropped dead on the 
railroad train station in Paxton, Vermilion IL. - Buried in Ludlow IL. Tombstone inscribed De 
Los Carpenter. 
Find A Grave:  41888641 
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Mother:  Ella Reed Carpenter, 2 Sep 1860 Greenup, Cumberland IL – 9 Jun 1946 Ludlow, 
Champaign IL. Daughter of John S. Reed & Sarah Ann (Sallie) Smith. Buried in Ludlow IL. 
Obituary: “Paxton (IL) Record” 13 Jun 1946 p 1 – Mrs. Ella Carpenter, age 85,  died 9 Jun 
1946 at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Ed Johnson, in Ludlow IL, with whom she had lived 
for many years. She is survived by Mrs. Johnson as well as another daughter, Mrs. Clint 
Reese of Humboldt IL, and 3 sons: Ray (Los Angeles CA), Tom (Urbana IL) & Norman 
(Maywood IL). Her son Harry died in service in WWI. Ella Reed was born the daughter of Mr. 
& Mrs. John Reed on 2 Sep 1860 in Greenup IL. She married Delos Carpenter 8 Nov 1882. 
Buried in Ludlow Cemetery. 
Find A Grave:  41888642 
Parents’ marriage: 8 Nov 1882 [or 1884?] 
 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: one died before 1900 census 

• Viva Lillian (“Bevie”) Carpenter Reese, 30 Oct 1888 Cumberland Co. IL [obituary: 30 
May 1888] – 29 Jan Effingham, Effingham 1971 Effingham, Effingham IL. Wife of 
Clinton C. Reese (1883-1962, F: 119277480), whom she married 19 Jul 1913 in 
Coles Co. IL. Clinton was the son of Harmon E. Reese & Eliza Ann Galbreath. Her 1st 
obituary in the Mattoon IL newspaper lists incorrect parents, and is corrected in a 
second version. “Mattoon (IL) Journal Gazette” 29 Jan 1971 p 5 – Mrs. Viva Lillian 
Reese, age 82, of Humboldt IL, died 29 Jan 1971 in St. Anthony Hospital, Effingham. 
Burial in Humboldt IL. Born 30 May 1888 Cumberland Co. IL. to Hezekiah & Judith 
Devore Carpenter [wrong parents]. She married Clinton Reese, who was a barber in 
Humboldt until he died 1 Jan 1962. She is survived by her sister Mrs. Velma Johnson 
of Paxton IL. Correction in “Mattoon Journal Gazette” 2 Feb 1971 p 5 – lists her 
parents as Delose Avery & Ella (Reed) Carpenter. – Buried in Humboldt Township 
Cemetery, Humboldt township, Coles Co. IL. F: 119277589 

• Raymond William (“Ray”) Carpenter, 27 Jan 1890 Cumberland Co. IL – 21 Nov 1959 
Los Angeles Co. CA. Veteran tombstone in Whittier CA: Illinois Cook Co E 21 Inf 
World War I. Husband of Edna Mae Chance Rountree Cummings (1893-1975, F: 
144884946), the daughter of Homer Austin Chance & Hettie Scripter. They married 
14 Apr 1934 in Los Angeles Co. CA.  – Edna M. Chance had married Alfred Butler 
Cummings in 1911 in Washington Co. AR. Alfred was the son of Alfred Butler 
Cummings Sr. & Rose K. Swan. Alfred was born 6 Jun 1890 in Eldorado KS & died 3 
Mar 1955 in Tacoma, Pierce WA. He is buried in New Tacoma Cemetery, University 
Place, Pierce WA, F: 129002615 with wife Ruth Stanford (1891-1983, FP: 
129002630) whom he married 28 Jul 1920 in Tulsa Co. OK. – In the 1920 census for 
Tulsa, Tulsa OK, Alfred claims he is single. Edna had married William Andrew 
Rountree (b. 20 Oct 1888 TX, d. 8 Jul 1948 CA), the son of James L. Rountree & Mittie 
Gardner. In the 1930 census for Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA, Edna M. Rountree (36 
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NE, age 18 at 1st marriage) was living with husband William A. Rountree (40 TX, age 
28 at 1st marriage), her daughter Kathryn L. Cummings (15 KS) & William’s daughters 
(or also hers?) Ruth V. (8 MO) & Wilma E. (5 CA) Rountree.  Buried in Rose Hills 
Memorial Park, Whittier, Los Angeles CA. F: 144886599 

• Thomas Reed (“Tommy”) Carpenter, 23 Jul 1896 Greenup, Cumberland IL – 2 Jan 
1962 Champaign, Champaign IL.  – SSN 714-12-9935. - Married Helen Marie [also 
found as Marie Lilly] Carpenter [maiden name same as his surname] (1901-1986, F: 
128726971) whom he married 1 Mar 1918 in Tippecanoe Co. IN. Helen was the 
daughter of Charles R. Carpenter & Carrie Jenkins. She then married Aaron/Arron Al 
Trattner (1900-1959) & died with the surname Trattner. - On Thomas’s 1942 WWII 
draft card, he lived in Peoria IL, with his next-of-kin listed as his ex-wife Marie. – 
Married 2 Jul 1945 in Pekin, Tazewell IL to Juanita Hancock (1902-1995, F: 
177196393).  Obituary: “Paxton (IL) Record” 4 Jan 1962 p 1 – Thomas Carpenter of 
Champaign IL died 2 Jan 1962. Burial in Ludlow IL. Former resident of Ludlow. 
Brother of Mrs. Ed Johnson of Ludlow. – Buried in Ludlow Cemetery, Ludlow, 
Champaign IL. F: 215186968 

• Norman E.  Carpenter, 26 Jul 1902 IL – Sep 1981 [last residence Bellwood, Cook IL]. 
Wife Mary Elizabeth Carpenter (1906-1972, F: 174553963) – In 1940, Norman E. 
Carpenter (37 IL, farmer) lived in Pilot, Vermilion IL with wife Elizabeth (33 KY) & 
children Dorthy (16 IL), Luciell (13 IL) & Robert E. (9 IL). - In the 1950 census for 
Maywood, Cook IL, Norma E. Carpenter (47 IL, baker, truck driver, retail baking 
store) resided with wife Mary E. (43 KY (fountain clerk, 5&10 lunch counter) & son 
Robert E. Carpenter (19 IL, truck driver, local trucking company). - Obituary: 
“Chicago Tribune” 10 Sep 1981 p 67 – Norman E. Carpenter, of Bellwood IL, 
husband of the late Mary E. Survived by 2 daughters & 1 son. Was the brother of the 
late Vivia Reese, Velma Johnson, Thomas Carpenter, Raymond Carpenter & Harry 
Carpenter. Burial in Mount Emblem Cemetery, Elmhurst, DuPage IL. F: 174553986 

• Velma Fern Carpenter Johnson, 12 Nov 1906 Cumberland Co. IL – 26 Mar 1975 
Paxton, Ford IL. Married Clarence E. Johnson (1899-1985, F: 41888639) on 23 Mar 
1923 in Paxton, Ford IL.  Obituary: “Bloomington (IL) Pantagraph” 27 Mar 1975 p 38 – 
Paxton: Mrs. Velma Johnson, age 68, telephone operator in Ludlow until 1951, 
former resident of Ludlow, d. 26 Mar 1975. Buried in Ludlow IL. Born Cumberland 
Co. IL to Dielos [sic] & Ella Reed Carpenter. Married Ed Johnson 23 Mar 1923. 
Survived by husband, daughter, son & brother Norman Carpenter of Bellwood IL.  
Preceded in death by her parents, daughter, 3 brothers & 1 sister. Memorials to Ford 
County Nursing Home, where she had resided for some time. She was a 
“Pantagraph” reporter from Ludlow from Jun 1951 until she retired in 1961. F: 
41888638 

 
Notes: 
From “Potomac: The Artesian Village [1876-1976]” -  
 
Wartime: 
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"Indianapolis News" 14 Feb 1918 p 5, Harry buried in Scotland, enlisted Aug 1917 Danville 
IL, parents Mr. & Mrs. Delos Carpenter live on farm at Potomac IL, was on his way to France 
but got sick so was left behind on that voyage, transferred to 100th Aero & sailed on 
Tuscania 
 
"Mattoon [IL] Journal Gazette" 15 Feb 1918 p 1 - War Department official notice of death & 
burial in Scotland received 14 Feb by Mr. & Mrs. Delos Carpenter on their farm 1.5 miles NE 
of Potomac IL. They had given up hope of seeing their son alive again & so were prepared 
for the shock of the news of his death. He was buried with other 100 others on the coast of 
Ireland [i.e. Scotland] where the bodies washed ashore., Born Toledo Il 31 Dec 1885 (?) & 
came to "this county" 10 years ago with parents, sister Viva (now Mrs. Reese of Toledo) & 
brother Ray (in Army 7 years, stationed Santiago CA). Several Vermilion County soldiers 
have died at various Army camps, but Harry was the 1st to lose his life, as far as the 
newspaper knew, in war zone combat.  
 
“Mattoon Journal Gazette” 20 Feb 1918 p 6 – Arrangements are being made for a memorial 
service for Harry. 
 
“Mattoon (IL) Journal Gazette” 7 Jun 1918 p 6 – “Gives His Third Son to Country’s Service” – 
From Hoopeston IL 7 Jun – “A pathetic incident of the registration of the new eligibles to the 
draft was the registration of Thomas Reed Carpenter of Potomac.”  His father Delos 
Carpenter accompanied him, contributing his last son for the defense of his country. His 
oldest son, John Henry Carpenter [name?] died on the Tuscania. Another son is in service & 
now his third & last son is registering. The Carpenter family came here from Toledo, 
Cumberland Co. IL, 2 or 3 years ago. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Namesake of the Harry Carpenter American Legion Post No. 428 in Potomac IL. 
 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Union, Cumberland IL 
Delos Carpenter, 43 IL, Apr 1857, parents b. OH, married 16 years, farmer 
Ella, 38 IL, Sep 1861, parents b. OH, gave birth to 6 children, 4 are living 
Biva L., 11 IL, May 1889, at school [i.e. Viva] 
Ray W., 10 IL, Jan 1890, at school 
Harry O., 6 IL, Dec 1893 
Tommy, 3 IL, Jul 1896 
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1910 Fogleman, Crittenden AR 
Delos Carpenter, 53 IL, parents b. OH, in 1st marriage, married 26 years, laborer, lumber 
mill 
Ella, 50 IL, parents b. OH, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 5 are living 
Viva, 22 IL 
Harry, 17 IL, laborer, lumber mill 
Thomas, 14 IL, laborer, lumber mill 
Norman, 8 IL 
Velma, 3 IL 
Helen Reese, 4 IL, parents b. IL (granddaughter – presumably child of daughter Velma 
Carpenter Reese] 
 


