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TUSCANia 

 

Crump, Oliver Francis 
1890 LA – 1969 CO 

 

     
 

Left: Oliver Francis Crump – “Daily Camera’s Focus” (Boulder CO) Sun 4 Feb 1968 p 8 -  
Right: https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/69855801/person/32211258334/media/77c66652-5ba8-48d2-8ee5-
7f71d1613c75?_phsrc=yGI9624&_phstart=successSource 
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Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP8N-C9SF?lang=en 
 

 
TX, WWI service card - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-QS9S-

M?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-
DPRD&action=view&cc=2202707&lang=en 

 



3 
 

 

Application for Victory Medal - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-
QS9P-1?view=index&cc=2202707&lang=en&groupId= 
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Corpus Christi TX 
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Corpus Christi TX 
 

 
Life: 

 

 

 Austin TX 
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Wichita Falls TX 
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Abilene TX 
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Anson TX 
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Wichita Falls TX 
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Excerpt: 

 



11 
 

 

 

 Abilene TX 
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Wichita Falls TX 
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Wichita Falls TX 

 

 Wichita Falls TX 
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 Fort Worth TX 
 

 
Corpus Christi TX 
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Wife: 
 
 

 

 Wichita Falls TX 
Marriage to Buena Gould  
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 Wichita Falls TX 
 

 
Wichita Falls TX 
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Corpus Christi TX -  
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 Corpus Christi TX – Buena Crump died the day this notice of 
her illness was published 

 

 
Fort Worth TX 
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 Fort Worth TX 
 



20 
 

 

 
Abilene TX 
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 Corpus Christi TX 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/23341100?tid=48003962&pi
d=182084233124&queryId=b420102e-1532-4fe8-a157-

d1a8b2f1b0cd&_phsrc=cPx38281&_phstart=successSource 
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Abilene TX 
 
 

 
Daughter: 
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Corpus Christi TX 
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 Corpus Christi TX 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/22290094?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=db79b281-34c0-458e-a68d-

2a689c04da82&_phsrc=cPx38285&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62234/records/4279443 
 

 
Corpus Christi TX 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/81399136 
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Deming NM –  

https://www.newspapers.com/image/558557300/ 
 

 
Father: 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/102597707/person/312179312316/facts 
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Mother: 

 

 
Siblings: 

 

 
Sister Edna E. (Edmond Emma) Crump Smith Olney (1885-1965) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062690-
01161?pId=60106638 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062690-01161?pId=60106638
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062690-01161?pId=60106638
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/102597707/person/312179354577/facts 
 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/102597707/person/312179354577/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/102597707/person/312179354577/facts
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Brother John Franklin Crump Jr. (1886-1941) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062211-

00959?pId=84052473 
 
 

 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062211-00959?pId=84052473
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062211-00959?pId=84052473
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Brother William Absley Crump (1892-1959) –

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062549-
01291?pId=23108619 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/48003962/person/182084234572/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/48003962/person/182084234572/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/48003962/person/182084234572/facts
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 Abilene TX 
 

 
William’s ex-wife Inez Frances Howard Crump Carson - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/16223105?tid=48003962&pi
d=182084235668&queryId=ce3c54fe-3a6c-4b9b-97ab-

caf98e201231&_phsrc=cPx38261&_phstart=successSource 
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Brother Henry Charles Crump (1898 – 1959) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281356-
00744?pId=1056408231 
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Brother Francis Lou Crump (1903-1968) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062782-
00270?pId=60519846 

 
********************************* 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 

 
Name: Oliver Francis Crump 
Name variations:  
Military: 
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On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det., 165th Depot Brigade, then HQ Troops, 4th Army Corps - 
private 
Serial number: 251,412   
Entered service from: Stamford, Jones TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Oliver F. Crump 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father John Crump,  Stamford TX 
Returned from war on: "Alaskan" Jun 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Oliver F. Crump 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father John Crump, Stamford TX (cook, HQ Troop, IV 
Army Corps) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Oliver F. Crump  -  b. 20 Feb 1890 Alexandria LA; 
res: Stamford, Jones TX. Single. Cook, Elite Café, Stamford TX. Private in state militia for 3 
years, state of TX. Medium height, medium build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: 305 W. Oliver St., Stamford TX 

World War II draft registration (1942): as Oliver Francis Crump -  b. 20 Feb 1890 Alexandria 
LA; res: 107 E. Oliver, Stamford, Jones TX. NOK Mrs. Buena Crump, same address. 
Employed by self, Club Café, Stamford, Jones TX. Height: 5’3” – weight: 145 lbs. Registered 
27 Apr 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 8 Oct 1917 
Discharged 26 Jun 1919 
Address: Stamford TX 
Rank/unit:  cook, HQ Tr 4 Army Cps 
 
TX, Applications for Victory Medal: 
Crump, Oliver Francis, serial 251412, cook, Hdq Tr 4th Army Corps. Defensive section: 1st 
Army Area, 12 Sep 1918. In St. Mihiel Offensive 12 Sep 1918 – in Meuse-Argonne offensive 
26 Sep 1918 
 
TX, WWI Military Record – Crump, Oliver F., serial 251412, resident of Stamford, Jones TX. 
Inducated at Anson TX on 8 Oct 1917 at age 27 years, 8 months. In 33rd Co., 165th Depot 
Brigade to --- ; Hq Troop 4th Army C to discharge. Cook. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 15 Jun 
1919. Discharged 26 Jun 1919. 0% disabled. 
 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 20 Feb 1890 Alexandria, Rapides Parish LA  
Died: 8 Mar 1969 Boulder, Boulder Co. CO   
Find A Grave record: 38293442, presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower  
Burial location: Stamford, Haskell TX 
Cemetery: Highland 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Wagoner US Army WWI. Reads: “He was loved by all” 
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Father: John Franklin Crump, Sr., 25 Nov 1855 Goodwater post office, Winn Parish LA – 6 
May 1919 Stamford, Jones TX.  
Son of William (Billie) Crump (1807-1880) & Judah (Judith) Lowe (1819-1900). 
Buried in Spring Creek Cemetery, Avoca, Jones TX.  
Find A Grave: 46632915 
 
Mother:  Frances Lenora (“Nora”) Bogguss/Boggess/Boggus Crump, 2 May 1867 LA – 2 Feb 
1903 Stamford, Jones TX.  
Daughter of Thomas Henry & Lurena Boggus. 
Buried in Spring Creek Cemetery, Avoca, Jones TX 
Find A Grave: 46632856 
Parents’ marriage:  
 
Spouse:  Buena Irene Gould Crump, 5 Jun 1898 Waxahachie, Ellis TX – 17 Sep 1952 Corpus 
Christi, Nueces TX.  
Daughter of John Harrison Gould & Effie I. Harrison.   
TX death record: resident of 130 W. Roosevelt, Corpus Christi TX; died at her home on 17 
Sep 1952 in Nueces Co. Housewife, married. Age 53 years, 3 months, 12 days. Of 
subcranial hemorrhage. Daughter of John H. Gould (MS) & Effie I. Harrison (AR). Burial in 
Stamford. Tombstone reads: “She was loved by all”  
“Corpus Christi (TX) Caller-Times” 4 Apr 1953 p 2 – The baptismal font presented to 
Westminster Presbyterian Church by friends in memory of the late Mrs. Oliver Buena  
Crump will be dedicated Sunday, 5 Apr 1953. 
Buried in Highland Cemetery, Stamford, Haskell TX.   
Spouse Find A Grave: 38293328  
Marriage: Thursday 26 Jun 1924 in the Presbyterian manse in Stamford, Jones Co. TX. The 
newspaper account of their marriage identifies her as Beulah Gould. 
 
Children: 

• Mary June Crump Courson Cox, 3 Nov 1934 Stamford, Jones TX – 23 Apr 2008 Las 
Cruces, Doña Ana Co. NM. Known as “June.”  - 1st marriage – while she was still in 
high school, to Jasper Luther Courson, Jr. 6 Nov 1953 Corpus Christi TX. Jasper 
Luther Courson, Jr. (1932-1962, buried in Seaside Memorial Park, Corpus Christ TX, 
F: 214932032)  “Corpus Christi Caller-Times" 20” Nov 1953 p 19 – June Crump, 
daughter of O.F. Crump, 130 Roosevelt, married Jasper L. Courson on 6 Nov 1953 in 
Westminster Presbyterian Church. The officiant was the groom’s father, Rev. J.L. 
Courson of Maben MS. The groom’s mother, Mrs. Courson, also attended. The 
couple left on a wedding trip to Galveston. He attended Wood Junior College & 
served in the US Navy at Cabaniss Field. The bride is attending Ray High School. The 
couple is at home at 130 W. Roosevelt. - 2nd marriage: Mary June Courson on 22 Jun 
1961 in Nueces Co. TX to Howard Standish Cox, at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, in Corpus Christi.  - Obituary: “Deming (NM) Headlight” 28 Apr 2008 p 3 – 
Mary June Cox, known to most of her friends as June, died after a lengthy illness, on 
23 Apr 2008 in Las Cruces NM. Age 73, Born Stamford TX Nov 1934, only child of 
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Oliver Francis & Buena Irene Crump. Graduate of W.B. Ray High School, Corpus 
Christi. Attended Del Mar College in Corpus Christi. An avid railroad fan. Married 
Jasper (“Jay”) Luther Courson in Corpus Christi in 1954 [sic/1953]. They had 2 
children, Martha Jun (b. 1955) & Jack Lamar (b. 1956). Jasper & June divorced in 
1958. - Married Howard Standish Cox on 30 Jun 1961 in Corpus Christi. Howard was 
born 17 Sep 1934 in Boulder CO & died in the same city on 28 Dec 2007. Howard 
adopted her 2 children. They moved to Boulder CO after Howard got out of the Navy. 
Their twin daughters, Lora & Dora Cox, died at birth in 1963. Their son Wesley 
Francis Cox was born in 1964. June & Howard divorced in 1977. June & her friend, 
Bill Bedford, then moved to Deming NM in 1981 for a warmer climate, where she 
lived until she died. She was preceded in death by her parents, husbands Jay 
Courson & Howard Cox & her twin daughters. Survived by her 3 children. Memorial 
service to be held later in Boulder CO. 

 
 
Siblings:  

• Edmond Edna (Eddie/Emma) Crump Smith Olney, 28 Feb 1885 Alexandria, Rapides 
Parish LA – 5 Apr 1965 Houston, Harris TX.  – Known as Edna. Although death 
records & Find A Grave indicate birth year of 1886, her brother was born in Nov 1886 
& a Feb 1886 for her birth would be unlikely. The 1900 census gives her birth 
information as Feb 1885.  - TX death record: resident of 207 Clinton, Houston, 
Harris TX. Died at the North Main Foundation Hospital, Houston TX, of coronary 
thrombosis. Born 28 Feb 1886 Alexandria, Rapides Parish LA; d. 5 Apr 1965. Widow. 
Age 79. Hotel proprietor, public hotel. SSN 465-07-1346. Had lived in Houston area 
5 years. - In 1910 census, living with husband Eunice Quincy Smith (1882-1958, F: 
185762739) in James Co. TX; he was 27, she 25, children Verner (6), Nora M. (3) & 
Etherine (1). Edna & Eunice had married ca. 1903 - In 1920 census she was living 
with brothers & father & was divorced; also with son Verna & daughter Nora. - 
Husband John Clifford Olney (1893-1960, F: 101603672), whom she married 11 Oct 
1922 in Haskell Co. TX. - Buried in Mission Burial Park, San Antonio, Bexar TX. F: 
90577169 

• John Franklin (“Curley” Crump Jr., 20 Nov 1886 Alexandria, Rapides LA -13 Dec 
1941 Stamford, Jones TX. Café operator when he died at age 55; married. - Husband 
of Nancy Elizabeth Wheeler (1889-1995, F: 38293412).  - Died of stomach cancer. - 
Buried in Highland Cemetery, Stamford, Haskell TX. F: 38293596 

• William Absley (Bill) Crump, 19 Apr 1892 Pollock LA (TX death record - also found as 
Grant Co. AR)-2 Jul 1959 Houston, Harris TX (Veterans Administration Hospital). - 
SSN 458-18-1797 – Middle name also found as “Absalom.” Died at age 67, resident 
of 207 Clifton St., Houston TX. WWI veteran.. Cook, café. Died of cardiac failure. 
Tombstone: WWI, cook, Battery A, 49th Field Artillery. – Married Nora Rae (Node) 
Jones (1880-1953), the daughter of Eber Madison Jones & Mary Jane York. She had 
married John Wes Patterson (1878-1908, F: 20153784; they had 3 children between 
1899 & 1905. Nora married William Crump ca. 1912; their 2 children were born 1913 
& 1916. On 7 Mar 1920, Nora married Lewis Ivey (1870-1960, F: 20134308) in 
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Independence Co. AR. Nora Ivey is buried in Locust Grove Cemetery, Locust Grove, 
Independence AR, F: 20134313. – Circa 1918 in Jones Co. TX, William married Inez 
Frances Howard (1903 TX – 1992 CA), the daughter of Samuel F. Howard & Ida May 
Rigby. Ca. 1959, she married a man named Carson in Los Angeles Co. CA. – William 
was divorced at the time of his death. Buried in Spring Creek Cemetery, Avoca, 
Jones TX. F: 46632972 

• Henry Charles / Charles Henry Crump, 8 Mar 1899 (1900 census) or 8 Mar 1898 
(Find A Grave) Stamford, Jones TX – 21 Nov 1959. - Wife Florence Louise Klement 
(1917 Scotland-2000, F: 46153448) whom he married 30 Aug 1914 in Clark Co. WA.  
Florence was the daughter of Rudolph Klement & Mary Essler. She was also married 
to Arlo Levi Williams (1916-1988, F: 45384401). – Ca. 1920, Henry married Virginia I. 
Wilson (1901-1997) with whom he had 2 children. Buried in Hillcrest Cemetery, 
Rocky Ford, Otero CO. F: 46153479 

• Francis Lou Crump, 1 Feb 1903 Stamford, Jones TX- 25 Dec 1968 Lubbock, Lubbock 
TX. Male; known as “Lou.” – Married Lois Mae Schuchert (1906-1995), the daughter 
of Henry Francis Schuchert & Thera Charlotte Wahlgren. Lois married Norman Lee 
Rogers (1910-1974, F: 48170274). Lois Rogers is buried in Bethel Lutheran 
Cemetery, Jones Co. TX, F: 48170607. - TX death record: resident of 5406 Ave “B” in 
Lubbock, Lubbock TX. Dead on arrival at Highland Hospital, Lubbock, Lubbock TX. 
Age 65. Married. Cook. Born Stamford TX on 1 Feb 1903. Died of myocardial 
infarction. Buried in Afton TX. Informant: Mrs. Ollie Crump. Tombstone: served from 
NM in WWII, Army. – Buried in Alton Cemetery, Alton, Dickens TX. F: 10204786 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” 11 Feb 1918 p 7 – announced today as a survivor: Oliver F. 
Crump, Stamford TX. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” 10 Aug 1933 p 2 – Vernon D. Hart Post 100, American Legion 
of Stamford, installed its new officers. One of the delegates to the state convention in 
Wichita Falls TX is O.F. Crump. 
 
“Daily Camera” (Boulder CO) 4 Feb 1968 p. 8 – although 50 years later, Oliver Crump can 
still hear the sounds & recall the sights of the “terrible night” when he stood on the deck of 
a British destroyer & watched the ship he had been on, the “Tuscania” sink slowly into the 
Atlantic Ocean. “I can still hear that whistle blowing and the bell ringing.” As the ship sunk, 
the whistle & bell, which had sounded constantly since the ship was hit by a German 
torpedo 4 hours earlier, were silenced. Fire, which had been leaping from the two 
smokestacks, went out. A heavy silence descended. Almost 300 were dead [i.e. 215] & the 
2,000 survivors could not forget the panic & disaster. “I dreamed about it the other night,” 
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said 76-year-old Crump, a retired restaurant operator. He came to Boulder CO 5 years ago 
from TX to live with his daughter, Mrs. Howard Cox, 440 Japonica Way, and her family. After 
suffering a stroke 4 years ago, he moved into Mesa Vista Sanatorium, where he currently 
lives. 
Crump went through the rest of WWI, was part of the force occupying Germany & lived 50 
years after the sinking without having another experience to equal that of 5 Feb 1918. The 
Tuscania sailed 20 Jan 1918 [i.e. 24 Jan 1918] with 2,156 Americans [i.e. 2179]. It also 
carried war supplies. “I counted the trains they unloaded. There were 14 complete trains; 
one whole train of nothing but bacon, and another of just airplane parts.” It also had supply 
wagons & 30 mules. It joined a convoy of 14 vessels at Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. 
Seventeen days later the passengers sighted the northern coast of Ireland & turned south 
toward Liverpool, England. They expected to dock the next morning. They had been in the 
torpedo zone for some time & all the men were edgy, thinking every time a hard wave hit 
the ship that this was it. “Those submarines were as thick as hops.” 
 
But two hours later in the gathering dusk, the torpedo hit the ship’s engine room “and set 
the four hour nightmare in motion.” 
 
“I was laying on my bunk when we were hit. All I could do was to begin trying to think how I 
was going to get out of this. I had no hope of getting out of it alive. So many of the men 
jumped overboard, but I was afraid to jump because I couldn’t swim. Some of the 
corporals were taking whole squads overboard. The captain was trying to keep them from 
it, but they jumped anyway. As it turned out, the worst thing you could do was jump. You 
didn’t have a chance then. The men who jumped overboard were drowned.” When the ship 
was hit, men were told it would sink in about 10 minutes. “They just went wild. You 
couldn’t control them.” 
 
Lifeboats were pushing off without being full, and many men were left aboard. Although the 
British destroyer pulled alongside & got some of them off, “a great number of men went 
down with the ship.” [not quite accurate] “The lifeboat I was in carried 24 men, but we only 
had about 10.” It was already dark when they got in the water in the boat but they could 
hear men screaming & hollering for help. They picked up the few they could fine, including 
a lieutenant with a broken leg.  
 
When he got on the destroyer, “They gave us all a drink of Scotch when we got onboard.” 
The men were taken to Londonderry, Ireland. Some of the lifeboats made it to the Scottish 
coast where they were broken against the cliffs. One boat, with 50 survivors, was picked up 
by another British ship 18 miles west of where the Tuscania sank. [Tide & wind actually 
carried lifeboats to the east] About 50 bodies were buried in Scotland [higher amount]. The 
Tuscania survivors were celebrated up & down England, with the biggest celebration the 
“Gala Matinee” sponsored by the Palace Patrons Wounded Entertainment Fund, at the 
Southampton Palace. The Prince of Wales [now the Duke of Windsor since his abdication] 
was on hand to greet survivors. For many years after the war, the Tuscania survivors held 
first annual, and then occasional, reunions. Captain Wilhelm Meyer of the German U-boat 
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attended the reunion in 1933. [he did not attend then & never did] “He was a very friendly 
fellow,” said Crump. 
 
Obituary:   
 
"Corpus Christi [TX] Caller-Times" 10 Mar 1969 p 12 - age 79, former resident of Corpus 
Christi until moving to Boulder CO 1961. Came to Corpus Christi in the 1940s, civilian 
employee at Naval Air Station before moving to Boulder. Survived by daughter June (Mrs. 
Howard) Cox of Boulder. Funeral 12 Mar Boulder CO.    
 
Social Security Number: 465-28-7226  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 2, Jones TX – conducted 13 Jun 1900 
John Crump, 46 LA, Nov 1864, father b. England, mother b. MS, married 16 years, merchant 
Frances L., 33 LA, May 1867, parents b. LA, gave birth to 6 children, 5 are living 
Edmund [spelling?] E., 15 LA, Feb 1885 [daughter] 
John F., 14 LA, Nov 1886 
Francis O., 10 LA, Feb 1890 [son Oliver Francis] 
Wm. A., 8 LA, Apr 1892 
Chas. H., 1 TX, Mar 1899 
Judy Crump, 80 MS, Jun 1891, parents b. SC, widow, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living [John’s 
mother] 
Louie Nugent, 4 LA, Sep 1895, parents b. LA [John’s nephew] 
 
1910 Stamford, Jones TX – conducted 20 Apr 1910 
Sading E. Dodgen, 56 GA & his wife, 2 sons, 2 daughters [1 of them married} & son-in-law, 
Plus 3 boarders: 
John Crump, 46 LA, widow, parents b. LA, cook at restaurant 
John F. Crump, 21 LA, parents b. LA, single, waiter in restaurant 
Oliver F., 19 LA, parents b. LA, single, cook in restaurant 
 
1920 Stamford, Jones TX – conducted 24 Jan 1920 
Oliver F. Crump, 29 LA, parents b. LA, cook, café [head of household] 
William A., 26 LA, parents b. LA, cook, café [brother] 
Charles H., 20 TX, parents b. LA, cook, café [brother] 
Lou H., 16 TX, parents b. LA [brother] 
Eddie Smith, 32 LA, parents b. LA, female, divorced, laborer, working out [Oliver’s sister] 
Verna L. Smith, 15 TX, father b. TX, mother b. LA [male – Oliver’s nephew] 
Nora M. Smith, 13 TX, father b. TX, mother b. LA [Oliver’s niece] 
 
1930 Stamford, Jones TX – 305 W. Olive – conducted 15 Apr 1930 
Oliver Crump, 40 LA, parents b. US, age 34 at 1st marriage, chef, café, WWI veteran 
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Buena, 31 TX, parents b. US, age 25 at 1st marriage 
 
1940 Stamford, Jones TX – resident of Stamford TX in 1935 – conducted 15 Apr 1940 
Oliver Crump, 50 LA, operator, café 
Buena, 41 TX 
Mary June, 5 TX 
 
1950 Corpus Christi, Nueces TX – 130 Roosevelt 
Oliver F. Crump, 60 LA, fabric work, naval base 
Buena I., 51 TX 
Mary June, 15 TX 
 
 


