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TUSCANia 

 
 

Crofts, Charles Herbert 
1891 NY – 1925 NY 

   
 
Left: Charles Herbert Crofts – “Brooklyn (NY) Daily Eagle”  9 Mar 1918 p 2 – Right:  “New 
York Evening World” 8 Feb 1918 p 3 
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Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-J358-
D?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPN7-

PYN9&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en&groupId=  
             
 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C9T6-
JL1V?i=205&cc=1368704&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AJJZN-K6L 
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NY WWI service card - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3030/records/325567?_phcmd=u(%27http
s://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Charles+H_Crofts&birth=1892_new+york-
usa_35&father=Charles+Vezin_Crofts&gender=m&mother=Minnie+Caroline_Dorlon&resid
ence=1910_brooklyn-new+york+city-new+york-
usa_10855&searchMode=advanced&searchType=t&sibling=Sidney+Elliott_Crofts&treePer
son=57534064_222360614539&successSource=Search&queryId=36ad09cd-0039-4dc8-
9295-c7844198cfe0%27,%27successSource%27) 
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 Brooklyn NY 
 

 Brooklyn NY 
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Brooklyn NY 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Life 
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 Brooklyn NY 
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  Brooklyn NY 
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basketball 

 Brooklyn NY 
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 Brooklyn NY 
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“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” 9 Mar 1918 p 2 
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Father 
 

 
 

 
 

 
The obituary of his grandmother, Margaret Thomas Crofts, widow of his grandfather, 

Thomas Crofts, and mother of his father, Charles V. Crofts - “Brooklyn Chat” 19 Apr 1919 p 
38 
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List continues  
 
 

 
 

Mother 
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Minnie Dorlon Crofts - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/57534064/person/38327693376/media/0f1dd8ac-d7be-440b-bda5-
e344e6cfffd1 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/?_phcmd=u(%27https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Minnie+Caroline_Dorl
on+Crofts&birth=1862_brooklyn-new+york+city-new+york-
usa_10855&death=1940_fort+wayne-allen-indiana-
usa_39166&child=Charles+H_Crofts&child2=Sidney+Elliott_Crofts&father=Sidney_Dorlon
&gender=f&marriage=1889_london-london-england-
united+kingdom_85535&mother=Caroline_Shaffer&residence=1875_brooklyn-
new+york+city-new+york-usa_10855&residence2=1880_brooklyn-new+york+city-
new+york-usa_10855&residence3=1865_brooklyn-new+york+city-new+york-

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/57534064/person/38327693376/media/0f1dd8ac-d7be-440b-bda5-e344e6cfffd1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/57534064/person/38327693376/media/0f1dd8ac-d7be-440b-bda5-e344e6cfffd1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/57534064/person/38327693376/media/0f1dd8ac-d7be-440b-bda5-e344e6cfffd1
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usa_10855&residence4=1870_brooklyn-new+york+city-new+york-
usa_10855&searchMode=advanced&searchType=t&sibling=Martha+S._Dorlon&spouse=C
harles+Vezin_Crofts&treePerson=57534064_38327693376&successSource=Search&quer
yId=a1641c24-76cf-4c4b-898f-046fe810c639%27,%27successSource%27) 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Minnie+Caroline_Dorlon+Crofts&birth=1862_b
rooklyn-new+york+city-new+york-usa_10855&death=1940_fort+wayne-allen-indiana-
usa_39166&child=Charles+H_Crofts&child2=Sidney+Elliott_Crofts&father=Sidney_Dorlon
&gender=f&marriage=1889_london-london-england-
united+kingdom_85535&mother=Caroline_Shaffer&residence=1875_brooklyn-
new+york+city-new+york-usa_10855&residence2=1880_brooklyn-new+york+city-
new+york-usa_10855&residence3=1865_brooklyn-new+york+city-new+york-
usa_10855&residence4=1870_brooklyn-new+york+city-new+york-
usa_10855&searchMode=advanced&searchType=t&sibling=Martha+S._Dorlon&spouse=C
harles+Vezin_Crofts&treePerson=57534064_38327693376 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60716/images/45232_356153-
00385?pId=1025450 
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Brooklyn NY 
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  Yonkers NY 
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Sibling: 
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Brother Sidney Elliott Crofts (1890-1980) –  
 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 

 
 
Name:  Charles Herbert Crofts 
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Name variations: also found misspelled as Crafts and Croft 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  100th Aero Squadron, 14th Squad - private 
Serial number:  249,873 
Entered service from:  Brooklyn, Kings NY 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Charles H. Crofts 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Minnie Crofts, 307 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn NY  
Returned from war on:  "under orders U.S.A." on "Matagama" leaving Liverpool 31 Aug 1918 
& arriving Ellis Island, NYC 11 Sep 1918. Listed as b. 1891 NY, resident 324 – 53rd St., 
Brooklyn NY, age 26 years & 10 months, married. 
Sailed on return ship as:  Chas. H. Crofts 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  
World War I draft registration (1917):  indexed as Charles N. Crofts, reads Charles H. 
Crofts, card signed Charles Herbert Crofts - b. 1 Dec 1891 Brooklyn NY; res: 146 Lawrence 
St., NY, NY. Married. Burlesque [?] mgt., T.H. D---kess [?], 46th St., Getty Bldg. NY. Tall & 
slender 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 25 Nov 1917 
Discharged 28 Oct 1918 
Address: 163 Lafayette Ave., Brooklyn NY 
Rank/unit:  private, 100th Aero Squadron 
 
NY Army Card: enlisted 25 Nov 1917 Ft. Slocum NY, b. Brooklyn NY, 25 years 11 months 
old. Left service 11-1/9% disabled, discharged 28 Oct 1918 on SCD [service-connected 
disability] 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 1 Dec 1891 Brooklyn, Kings NY 
Died: 1 Jun 1925 Tupper Lake, Franklin NY (in Veterans Hospital, as a result of war injuries 
& exposure) – also listed as Altamont, Albany NY in the NY Death Index 
Died:  
Find A Grave record:  
Burial location:  buried on 4 Jun 1925 in Lot 5586, section 101. His father, Charles V. Crofts, 
who died 6 months earlier, is buried in the same plot. 
Cemetery:  Green-Wood Cemetery, Brooklyn, Kings NY 
Tombstone: 
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Father: Charles Vezin Crofts, 23 Jan 1864 NY – 29 Nov 1924 NY.  
Obituary: “Brooklyn Citizen” 3 Dec 1924 p 2 – Funeral for Charles V. Crofts was held 2 Dec 
1924 at his home at 163 Lafayette Ave., where he died. Survived by wife Minnie Dorlon 
Crofts & sons, Charles H. & Sidney E. Crofts. Private interment.- Buried in Green-Wood 
Cemetery, Brooklyn NY, in same plot as son Charles Herbert Crofts – Lot 5586, section 
101, on 2 Dec 1902. “Brooklyn Daily Eagle” 29 Nov 1926 p 20 – In memoriam by Minnie 
Dorlon Crofts of her husband, Charles V. Crofts, who died 29 Nov 1925. His passport 
application, granted 22 Dec 1921: Charles V. Crofts, b. Brooklyn NY on 23 Jan 1864. Son of 
Thomas Crofts, who was born in England & emigrated from Dorcat Kipon/Heron [that is a 
guess], Residence 163 Lafayette Ave., Brooklyn NY. Auditor. Going to Mexico on personal 
business.  
Find A Grave:    
 
Mother: Minnie Caroline Dorlon Crofts, May 1868 (1900 census) or 1869 (tombstone) NY – 
6 Mar 1940 Fort Wayne, Allen IN.  
Daughter of Sidney Dorlon & Carolline Shaffer. 
She performed in recitals & on the radio & taught drama, diction, interpretation.  - 
“Brooklyn Eagle” 30 Sep 1927 p 36 – Minnie Dorlon Crofts, long & familiarly known to 
Brooklynites as an entertainer of many & varied talents, was on the radio for 20 minutes 
last night. She should be on every week. She showed her remarkable coloratura range & 
did humorous song recitations. Obituary: “Brooklyn Daily Eagle” 16 Mar 1940, p. 7 – Minnie 
Dorlon Crofts died 6 Mar 1940 at Fort Wayne IN. Widow of Charles V. Crofts, mother of 
Sidney E. Crofts. Interment private. Buried in Lindenwood Cemetery, Fort Wayne, Allen IN. 
IN death certificate: Minnie Dorlon Crofts, 2017 Airles [spelling?] Ave., Fort Wayne, Allen IN 
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– d. at Lutheran Hospital, Fort Wayne, Allen IN on 6 Mar 1940 of cardiac issues. Age 71 
(birth date not given), b. Brooklyn NY. Housewife. Widowed; husband was Charles V. 
Crofts. Daughter of Samuel Dorlon (Brooklyn NY) & Caroline Schaffer (Brooklyn NY). 
Informant: S.E. Crofts, Chicago IL. Cremated.  
Burial in Lindenwood Cemetery, Fort Wayne, Allen IN. 
Find A Grave: 65245438 
Parents’ marriage: 17 Jul 1889 London, England 
 
 
Spouse:  Charles listed himself as married on his 5 Jun 1917 WWI draft card & was listed as 
married on the ship roster when he returned from war in Oct 1918 – but listed his mother as 
his NOK. No wife is mentioned in his obituaries.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: 

• Sidney Elliott Crofts. 18 Feb 1890 Boston, Suffolk MA – 12 Apr 1980 Wheaton, 
DuPage IL.  - Even though censuses list him as born in NY, he was either born in 
Boston MA or later decided he was born in Boston MA. - In 1916, married Katharine 
F. McDonough (1888-1979, F: 14894933) in NJ. WWI draft 1917: resident of 177 
Lenox Rd., Brooklyn NY; b. Boston MA 18 Feb 1890. Insurance broker for Liverpool & 
L & S [?] Insurance Co., 80 William St., NYC. Married & claims exemption from draft 
due to dependents. - In 1920, in insurance, living in Columbus OH, employed by the 
Sun Life Assurance Co. of Canada. In 1930 living in Fort Wayne, Allen IN: Crofts, 
Sidney E. (Kath) h1816 Vermont Ave. WWII draft 1942: Sidney Elliott Crofts, 406 S. 
4th St., Chicago IL, wife Katharine, b. 18 Feb 1890 Boston MA, employed by Batavia 
Body Co., Batavia IL. Obituary: “Chicago Tribune” 14 Apr 1980 p 14 – Sidney E. 
Crofts, of Glen Ellyn IL, husband of the late Katharine F., father of Katharine (Robert) 
Storm. Private interment in Forest Hill Cemetery, Glen Ellyn, DuPage IL. F: 14894942 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
 
"NY Evening World" 8 Feb 1918 p 4 - photo - as Charles H. CROFT - age 24, of 307 Carlton 
Ave., Brooklyn NY. Boys' High School graduate, enlisted Nov 1917, trained in TX. His 
mother Mrs. Minnie Croft is a drama teacher. His mother says he always wears a leather 
money belt with her photo in it so he can be easily identified. Had trouble entering service, 
but Brig. Gen. Kline appealed on his behalf. 
 
"Brooklyn Daily Eagle" 9 Mar 1918 p 2 - photo – His letter home to his mother Mrs. Minnie 
Crofts, 307 Carlton Ave., because he had no money to cable her. His lifeboat overturned as 
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it was being lowered & he hit his head as fell into water, Was pulled into a passing boat, 
where he spent 7-8 hours before crashing onto Scottish island where 1 man dashed to 
death. Fought his way to shore, was found next morning by coast guard [this is a single 
coast watcher], taken to his shack, fed, clothes dried, taken to village where spent 2 days. 
One finger on his left hand was crushed, but refused amputation. Has been told at the 
hospital on his daily visits that his head & hand will be fine.  
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Brooklyn Daily Eagle" 3 Jun 1925 p 2 - Charles Herbert Crofts, 163 Lafayette Ave., 
Brooklyn, hero of WWI, d. at Veterajs Hospital, Tupper Lake NY as a result of injuries & 
exposure suffered as part of the 100th Aero Squadron. Was on the Tuscania. Fell 1,500 feet 
in a plane brought down near Amiens, France, when in a a big German offensive, later 
wounded 5 times. Recipient Distinguished Service Cross. 
 
“Brooklyn Times Union” 4 Jun 1925 p 12 – Charles Herbert Crofts, 163 Lafayette Ave., 
Brooklyn, d. 1 Jun 1925 at the US Veterans Hospital in Tupper Lake NY from injuries & 
exposure in the war. Repeats much of information found in “Brooklyn Daily Eagle’ 3 Jun 
1925 p 2 – article. Adds son of Minnie Dorlon Crofts & the late Charles V. Crofts. Funeral 
held 4 Jun 1925 at 29 Ashland Place. Although the headline reads “C.H. Crofts, World War 
Hero, Buried Today” – there is no interment location noted.  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Brooklyn, Kings NY – 648 Fulton St. – conducted 12 Jun 1900 
Charles Crafts [sic], 36 NY, Jan 1864, parents b. England, married 11 years, clerk (law) 
Minnie, 32 NY, May 1868, parents b. NY, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Sudney, 10 NY, Feb 1890, at school 
Charles, 8 NY, Dec 1891, at school 
 
1905 NY state census – Brooklyn, Kings NY 
Chas. B. (?) Crofts, 40 US, clerk – drugs 
Minnie D., 34 US, housekeeper 
Sidney E., 15 US, at school 
Charles H., 13 US, at school 
 
1910 Brooklyn NY – 427 Dean St. – conducted 23 Apr 1910 
Charles V. Crofts, 42 NY, parents b. England, in 1st marriage, married 21 years, bookkeeper, 
undertaker 
Minnie D., 40 NY, parents b. NY, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Sidney E., 20 NY, single, clerk, insurance office 
Charles H., 18 NY, single, clerk, bank 
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1915 NY state census – Kings Co. – 770 Union St. 
Charles Crofts, 47 US, salesman, real estate 
Minnie, 44 US, housework 
Sidney E., 25 US, insurance broker 
Charles H., 23, insurance clerk 
[all are US citizens] 
 
 


