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Crofts, Charles Herbert
1891 NY - 1925 NY

Left: Charles Herbert Crofts — “Brooklyn (NY) Daily Eagle” 9 Mar 1918 p 2 — Right: “New
York Evening World” 8 Feb 1918 p 3
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Crofts Charles H 249,873 whi fné g

(Surname) (Christian name) (Army serial number) (Race: White or colored)

Residence:.__Broadway & 12 Sts_New York I)EE%E ;%:%).RK__._

(Street and house number) (Town or city) (County)

*Enlistedin  Rede &t Ft Slocum NY _ Nov 25/17 _

1 Born in Brooklyn NY s 29 11//12 B

Organizations: 229 Aero Sq to Jan 9/18; 118 Aero Sq to Jan 12/18;
100 Aero Sg to dische.

Grades: Pvt

Engagements:

Wounds or other injuries received in action: None.

1Served overseas:Jan 24-/18 to Sept 11/18

§ Hon. disch. Oct 28.18 on SeCeDe
Wasreported 77 1/9 per cent disabled on date of discharge, in view of occupation.
Remarks:

Form No. 724=21 A.G.O. *Insert ¢“R. A.”%, “N. G.”, “E. R.C.”, ““N. A.”, as case may be, followed by place and
March 12, 1920. date of enlistment. T Give place of birth and date of birth, or age at enlistment.
1 Give dates of departure from and arrival in the United States. § Give date and cause.

Charles H Crofts

in the New York, U.S,, Abstracts of World War [ Military Service, 19171919

NY WWI service card -
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3030/records/3255677_phcmd=u(%27http
s://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Charles+H_Crofts&birth=1892_new+york-
usa_35&father=Charles+Vezin_Crofts&gender=m&mother=Minnie+Caroline_Dorlon&resid
ence=1910_brooklyn-new+york+city-new+york-
usa_10855&searchMode=advanced&searchType=t&sibling=Sidney+Elliott_Crofts&treePer
son=57534064_222360614539&successSource=Search&queryld=36ad09cd-0039-4dc8-
9295-c7844198cfe0%27,%27successSource%?27)



C. H. CROFTS DIES
WORLD WAR HERO

Charles Herbert Crofts, of 183
Lafayette ave,, a hero of the Worll
\Yar. died on Monday at the I, 8,
\., eterans’ Hospital at Tupper Lake,
N. Y., of the effects of injuries and
fXposure he suffered while a4 mem-
her of the 100th Aero Squadron.
He was aboard the steamship Tus-
cania when It was torpedoed and
also fell 1,600 feet In a plane which
was brought down near Amiens in
the hig German drive. He was Iater
wounded five times and was the re.

ciplent of the Distingulshed Service
Order,

—
S ———

C. H. CROFTS, WORLD
WAR HERO, BURIED TODAY

Charles Herbert Crofts, of 163
Lafayette mvenue, & hero of the
World War, died on Monday at the
1. 8 Veterans' Hospital at Tupper
Lake, N. Y., of the effects of Injuries
und cxposure he suffered while a
member of the 100th Aero Squadron
He was aboard the steamship Tus-
canfa when it was torpedocd and
also fell 1,600 feet In a plane which
was brought down near Amlens In
the big German drive. He was later
wounded five times and was the re-
cipient of the Distinguished Service
Order. He was the son of Minnie
Dorlon and the late Charles V.
Crofts. Funeral services were held
this morning at 10:30 o'clock mt 29

Ashland place.

——T——
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Brooklyn Eagle
Wed, Jun 03, 1925 -Page 2

The Brooklyn Daily Times
Thu, Jun 04, 1925 -Page 12
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Brooklyn NY
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QROF'I'S-ln lovtgg momorimm

who eutond into rent. on Nov. 29,
“IN“E DORLON CRO”B Brooklyn Eagle

Sun, Mov 29, 1925 -Page 20
AT oS SNl - PR | S

Brooklyn NY

' - . -- -_ e - .

CROFTS~In loving memory ..r‘
my son., CHARLES HERBERT
CROPFTS, 1, 8 V., who entered into

rest June 1, 1925,

\ll\\ll-. l)('lun\ cl'nrrs | Brooklyn Eagle

Tue, Jun 01, 1926 -Page 22

CROFTS—In loving memory of
my son, CHARLES HERBERT
CROFTS, U, 8 Veteran, who entered
into rest on June 1, 1925,

! MINNIE DORLON CROFTS.

Brooklyn Eagle
Wed, Jun 01, 1927 -Page 24




RACES AT CLERMONT RINK.

Bpirited racing wag the order at the Cler-
mont Rink yesterday morning, when the in-
terscholastic competitions were decided,

Herman Froeb, of Poly Prep, won the half
snlle senior event from scratch and thus lays
clalm to the championship interscholastic
cup for the season. The quarter mile novice
handicap for the Van Rensselaer trophy was
won by Charles Crofts, of Public School No.
11. The time of 48 seconds was remarkably
fast, Frederick H. Bedford, of Poly Prep,
captured first bonors in the quarter mile
scratch race,

-

Brooklyn Eagle

Sun, Feb 25, 1906 -Page 14 Brooklyn NY
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Will Meet in Relay Race on
Friday Night.

Good Programme Arranged for the

Closing Meet of the Season at
Local Rink,

The goblie sohool welny skating vlinm
pionship of Greater New York will e e
cidedd ot the Cloemont Avenne BRink next
Friday uizhn, when the last raee meet of
thee senson will ovenr Mauy of the most
'll'lilllifll'll' miptenr sKaters will hwe seeny
i eompetition, The climmpron relay rae-
me team of Py Sehiml \'u, !‘. RLI I
ing of Augmsros Pavorelly, v, eaptain
Charles W Creores, 1arry Dabin and Will
inm Baner, will mieet the tenm to be ploked
by Captain Harey Balfe and any other
veholastic tonme ahich entor the vompeti
tion for the champlonship. It will he ut
e wile, il <kuter to 2o one-quarter of

nomile. Entranee foe 10 this event is free,
il four handsome medals go 1o the win-
ners,

e N

The Brooklyn Citizen
Tue, Feh 27, 1906 -Page 5

ners.

The remainine events on the eanl con-
sixt of 0 onemile senior handieap, Class A
oneemily funior handieap, Class B anid
twoemnile londieap. A\ footrace on the ice
in &troet shoes will be one of the maoest
interesting  fentnres  of  the e
events, Entrane

sporis

tiona! Amntenr Skatimeg Associntion, nuder
whose sanction the tneet is given, will 2ov.
orn the events. The entries olose with
Manager 1 Mosher. at the rink, at 7
P Gold, silver wind bronze medals will
o to the tirst second and thind in each
of the scheduled sompetitions,

Arthur Yale Savony, Walter R Lee,
tip 1. Wearnes, Edward L, Crabb and
Al the eracks 2l race. LeRoy See, the
forter national awntenr champion skater,
will offiviate ws reforee of the hig meeting,
which Nea York's speed-skating

season

l"lilb‘-

Brooklyn NY

G o ench event ix M |
ventx per man. ol the eales of the Na- |

Con e b = 0w



BRAVE LAD DISCOVERS
FIRE IN'HIGH SCHOOL

OREATES NO ALARM, NOTIFIES
TEACHERS QUIETLY AND PU-
PILS MARCH OUT.

Flames Were Circling in Class Room 18
of Marcy Avenue Edifice, When
Charlie Crofts Baw Them—Then the
Practioal Efficiency of Fire Drill Is
Bhown by Prompt School Discharge.

The practical efficlency of the fire drill
was nover botter Hllustrated than at the
Roys' High School, Marcy avenue and Madl-
son street, yesterday morning, when the
1,400 students marched out on to the street,
wholly unaware that the Institution and
thelr own llves were threatenad by a fire
that started In a class room on the third
floor,

That a panic was averted was due to the
presenced of mind of lM-year-old Charles
Crofts, of 67 Lafayette avenue, who is n
pupll i Room No. 18 He bublceg,’ an
o'clock, that the woodwork uljolnln‘
pipes In that room was smoking, and he de-
[tected a tiny blaze. Prof. Freeborn was in
the room at the time. Quite nonchalently,
tho lad left his seat, unnoticed by his fel-
low students, and walking straight to the
professor told him what he had discovered

e b
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The Brooklyn Daily Times
Sat, Dec 15, 1906 -Page 1

The professor was not to be outdone by the
boy In the matter of nerve. Ho immediately
despatched the lad to the office to glve the
alarm. He found Prof. Alden there. The ex-
planation that the boy had to glve was made
inside of three words,

“Fire—No. 18-"

Prof. Alden did not walt for the rest of
thoe sentence, but seizing the telephone, oall-
ed up Pollce Headquarters, and at the same
time, flashed word to the Jdifferent class-
rooms for the fire drill. Charlle Crofts hur-
ried back to his class In time to take his

;plm in llne, and march out with the rest
of the boys, and did not even hint that there

was fire In the bullding.

The fire drill In the high school provides
that every means of escape shall be utilized,
and the people In the nelghborhood were for
the next five minutes treated to the sight
of hundreds of lads pouring down the several
fire-escapes, and out of the doors, like a my-
riad of ants, but as they had often witness-
ed the same sight before when there was no
fire, they simply looked on admiringly.

It was not unt!l nineteen minutes after
that the boys themselves knew that they
were escaping a real peril,

Janitor Brown and hls assistant, a man
named Flanagan, with the chemical fire ex-

‘tinguishers, that they- grabbed from the

]

walls, had the fire out Inside of five minutes.
The damage was trifling. The boys remain-
ed on the sidewalk about a half-hour In
all, when they returned to their class-
arooms and resumed thelr studles.

A pecullar feature of the fire {8 that the
police of the Gates Avenue Statlon, yester-
day afternoon and thls morning, knew noth-
Ind of It, and had not even the faintest
scratch recording the fact on thelr blotter,
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At 11 nolnnk all the children were
gserved with milk and cake. Following
the refreshments ceme the athletic
events. These took place on the track
in front of the judges stand. The sum-
nmares were:

60-Yard dash for boys between the agea of
8 and 9 years—Won by W. Ellwood; second,
W. Short; third, Betran Van Buskirk.

&0-Yard dash for senlors—~Won by W. Ell-
wood; second, C'harles Crofts.

1090-Yard dash for senlors—=Won by William
Falth,
- ' Cniad disconnen Mram ) SN ) & PR, T vcembaalita

Brooklyn Eagle
Fri. Jul 05, 1912 -Page 5
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The Central Five who last season |

d e s s i ™ -

-l el el e

successfully met sucn teams as Good

Counsel, Patchogue, Tottenville,
will again put a strong team

etc..,
for-

{

ward and would like to hear from |

the strongest tcams in the clty

will

travel within 100 miles of New York: |
Charles H. Crofts, 770 Umon street..

Times Union

Tue, Oct 08, 1912 -Page 11
. Brooklyn NY
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MEN KNOWN T0
HAVE BEEN SAVED

i

’ basketball
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I'our friends in the Bedford district
—(harles . Crofts, 307 Carlton ave-
nue; Mdalville W. Miller, 70 North
Portland avenue: Frederick Flux, 105
Clinton avenue, and Washington God-
ley Davies, 36 North Oxford street-—
enlisted Decemhber 12 in the 213th Aero
Saundron at Mineola.

- —— T TSy

'lux, aged 30, and Davies, aged 31,
were employed in the Bridge Depart-
ment, the former as a foremin and
the lultor ag driver of a repalr  truck,
Both enlisted as mechanics.

Miller, nged 22, enlisted a8 a cook
in the 214th Squadron. He graduated

for a time a student at Manual, Just
previous to enlisting he was employed
by the Columbus Distilling Company
of Greenpoint and was a member of
the Centril Braneh Y. M. C. A, wherc
he was taking a course in engineecr-
ing. He has considerable reputation
as a bowler and won laurels on sev-
eral Y. M. C. A. teams.

Miller und Davies are graduatos of
Public Schonl No. 12, and Flux of
Public 8chool No. 1. Davies' mother,
Mrs. Mary Flizabeth Davies, has re-
celved a cablegram from him saying he
had landed sarely and was well.

Brooklyn Eagle
Sat, Feb 09, 1918 -Page 2
Brooklyn NY

from Vublie School No, 12 and was |
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In addition to the list of survivors |
in yesterday's lbagle, the following
have been announced:

Charles 1. Crofts, 507 Clinton ave-
| e,

Charles A, Pirth, 208 Abingdon road,
| Kew Garvdens, 1., |

L doseph §, Lee, 400 Bediord avenue,
L Walter J, Martin, 200 Thmnburg ave-

I nue, |
Charles Pausewang, \hneola, T T, ,I
I Nathan  Perhiman, th I'latbush |
avenue, |
. . " | i '.V' i
i .\lrthm L, Stanbrough, 11 lllllllJlLill,: Brooklyn Eagle
Pty _ e . Mon, Feb 11, 1915 -Page 2
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|Crofts Had Hair-Ralsing Experience.

The letter of Crofts was the short-
est of all but he glosses over a haln
rixing experience which mnkes one
wish that a trained observer had boer
In the boat with him, He writes; '

Dear Ma—Could not cable you that
(T am safe, as I am flat broke, but as !

“Brooklyn Daily Eagle” 9 Mar 1918 p 2

| WA LAY DL,

The same mail which brought a let-
ter descriptive of the Tuscania sink-
ing from Corporal Fred Lampe also
brought letters from other survivors,
Lafuyctte W. Rothsteen Jr., who wrote
to his parents at 235 Van Buren street,
and Charles H. Crofts, who wrote to
his mother, Mrs. Minnle Crofts, 307 _ . ...

Carlton avenue, | sat. Mar 09, 1918 -Page 2

o W add | S - [ PRSI - -
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Father

FUNERAL SERVICES FOR MRS, |
. ROFTS AT BAPTIST HOME

|MANY / ATTEND CEREMONIES |
HELD FOR OLDEST MEMBER
| OF BAPTIST TEMPLE

DIED IN HER 97TH Y E AR

Had a Grandson Who Was Decorated
by British Government for Bravery
Iin London Alr Ralds

OUne of her grandsons, Charles H. Crofts 'l
enlisted in the U. 8. Aviation Service
during the war, and on reaching the
fother side wag transferred to the British
 Aviatlon Service, He was a survivor of ||
the Tuscania, and in an alr raid on Lon-
don was shot down and Injured. He was |
decorated by the British Government for |
bravery, and wag invalided home, being |
now in Brooklyn,

|
The obituary of his grandmother, Margaret Thomas Crofts, widow of his grandfather,
Thomas Crofts, and mother of his father, Charles V. Crofts - “Brooklyn Chat” 19 Apr 1919 p
38



14

COMPA‘“ A'S ANNUAL BEOBPTION.

A Bright Sceme =nt the Aendomr ol
g Music Last Evening,

'I'he annual reception of Oompmy A, Twen-
‘ty—thh'd Bogim.nt. wag heid lut evenlng fn the Ao- q
sembly Rooms of the Academy of Musis, which’ were |’
crowded with ladics and gentlemen. Nearly every cout-
pany in the regimeni was represonied, aud Colonel
Ward and his gtaff also dropped in about the time-the
fostivities woro at thelr helght, Tho costumes of the
Iadics were besutiful and plotureaqne. Esch chnnde~
ler was profusely decorated with wullsx, and Eben’s.
Laud waa almost hiddon from view ina garden of - 1ilies
and polme, About half-past 0 oflock, aftce tho over-
turo was played, the dancing commenced, snd smong’ |-
thoso who participated weras Colonel Radney O, ward,
‘Colonel John N, Pariridge, Major. mm&rthur M.
Guy, A. 8, Brtney, B, K. Robineon, 0. C. Blouom.
Livutesant 0. Burd, H. Burrell, Dr, H. L. Cocliran, T.
0. Overton, B. A, Wilson, J. V. Kineey, J. W. Olarke, | |
W. R. Stuact, Elfot @ordon, T, T. Leigh, Robert 7, ', !
‘ler, E. Burton Hari, A. W. ‘Pergino, F. P, Yeav- ||
eos, F. T. Eschwege, R F. Wardell, Re E’' Aluce |
donsld, N.'J. Murrsy, Henry E. Ide, Charles A |
cohon, d, B, Ide, Charles V. Orofws, O, W. Bowen, 8,
'B. Hendrick, 0. O, Voorhies, J. H. Gates, J, H. Kellor,

!!otdy Franklyn B, Tarrey, Willlam O. Heugh,
Ssmuel MeLean, Willlam H. Hawes, E. J. shbbmn, LA
B. Lubby, Capisiv D. W. Van Ingen, Eugene Suben,
W. D, Bakor, Joseph J, Bywrs, W, B. Gellotte, Arthur
B. Raymond, C. W. Churoh, A. ‘L. Deobe, B R. Terry,
James A. Ellot, Colorel J, G. Story, Charies B. Walters,
0. Connors, Clrarlew P, Duffen, POy Valletta, ¥, 8. Val.
1site, Lisutenent A. A, Thompaod, Lisutsnant Colonel
Frothipghiam, C. E. Birges, D, O Grapt, ¥, W, Stan-’
_bonah. Yy W. mmlle:. R slrnlhr. E Verity, Dr. AT

Shed A MrmA s am

Brooklyn Eagle

List continues Tue, Jan 22, 1884 -Page 2

Mother
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Minnie Dorlon Crofts - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/57534064/person/38327693376/media/0f1dd8ac-d7be-440b-bda5-
e344e6¢fffd1

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/?_phcmd=u(%27https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Minnie+Caroline_Dorl
on+Crofts&birth=1862_brooklyn-new+york+city-new+york-
usa_10855&death=1940_fort+wayne-allen-indiana-
usa_39166&child=Charles+H_Crofts&child2=Sidney+Elliott_Crofts&father=Sidney_Dorlon
&gender=f&marriage=1889_london-london-england-
united+kingdom_85535&mother=Caroline_Shaffer&residence=1875_brooklyn-
new+york+city-new+york-usa_10855&residence2=1880_brooklyn-new+york+city-
new+york-usa_10855&residence3=1865_brooklyn-new+york+city-new+york-


https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/57534064/person/38327693376/media/0f1dd8ac-d7be-440b-bda5-e344e6cfffd1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/57534064/person/38327693376/media/0f1dd8ac-d7be-440b-bda5-e344e6cfffd1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/57534064/person/38327693376/media/0f1dd8ac-d7be-440b-bda5-e344e6cfffd1
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usa_10855&residenced4=1870_brooklyn-new+york+city-new+york-
usa_10855&searchMode=advanced&searchType=t&sibling=Martha+S._Dorlon&spouse=C
harles+Vezin_Crofts&treePerson=57534064_38327693376&successSource=Search&quer
yld=a1641c24-76cf-4c4b-898f-046fe810c639%27,%27successSource%27)

CROFTS — MINNIE DORLON|

' CROFTS, March 6, 1940, at Fort
Wayne, Indiana, widow of Charles
V., and mother of Sidney E. Crofts.
Interment private, |

Erooklyn Eagle
Sat, Mar 16, 1940 -Paga 7

[ London, England, Crisp's Marriage Licence Mame Minnie Caroline Dorlon
ndex, 1713-1892 Spouse  Charles Vezin Crofts
Marriage & divorce Mamiage 16 Jul 1889
4 View

Residence  Saint Martinin the Figlds,
Middlesex

Spouse's  Saint Martinin the Fields,
Residence Middlesex

https://www.ancestry.com/search/?name=Minnie+Caroline_Dorlon+Crofts&birth=1862_b
rooklyn-new+york+city-new+york-usa_10855&death=1940_fort+wayne-allen-indiana-
usa_39166&child=Charles+H_Crofts&child2=Sidney+Elliott_Crofts&father=Sidney_Dorlon
&gender=f&marriage=1889_london-london-england-
united+kingdom_85535&mother=Caroline_Shaffer&residence=1875_brooklyn-
new+york+city-new+york-usa_10855&residence2=1880_brooklyn-new+york+city-
new+york-usa_10855&residence3=1865_brooklyn-new+york+city-new+york-
usa_10855&residenced4=1870_brooklyn-new+york+city-new+york-
usa_10855&searchMode=advanced&searchType=t&sibling=Martha+S._Dorlon&spouse=C
harles+Vezin_Crofts&treePerson=57534064_38327693376
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 MISS MINNIE 0. DORLON.

'S

Gets Married in England,

-
e »
b

an has just been received from

‘i::tNo.
Jry, B8 DOW
R o

devoted suitor for some

Favorite Brooklyn locutionist

There have been few greater favorites with
&ooklyn public in the last few years than
[iss Minnie C. Dorlon, the elocutionist, who
n all occasions of charity has freely tendered
m and who, ns an artiste, has won
nominm in her chosen profession. Miss

_is one of the daughters of Sidney Il‘):r-
., thaton Jumne 17, she was mum:ci
to . Charles 1. Crofts, also of Brook-

e residence of Miss Dorlon, when at home
Johnson street, From the
d, it seenis that Mr. Omut'.i has
me,
g Miss Dorlon departed for Europe

.'ﬁ businm engagements, and she has

) great success on the other side of

é pond. In the meantime, Mr. Crofts has

raveling in Europe also, and on the

00! "‘ mee again in London they were

[ a of the fact.

mg:’. only members of the family

;"{:'Y' er preseut Enroimn ennmonh
rlon, will

“Crofts, nee Miss

s to fill her
Bine e, o St b
eople that

e

il wiive

." "

hthiloo try about

A

et habatt 0
year or suc-
is thought t the happy oonp;o;

L

i,

Brooklyn NY

The Brooklyn Citizen
Tue, Jul 16, 1589 -Page 2
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Onom—DoxLon.—Miu Minuie C. Dorlon,
a daughter of the late Sidney Dorlon, of
Brooklyn, was married in London, on June

17, to Charles E. Crofts. Miss Dorlon is an

elocutionist of considerable talent, and has on

I several occasions delightfully entertained

Yonkers audiences.

Yonkers Statesman
Thu, Jul 18, 13539 -Page 3 Yonkers NY
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PLUCKING AMERICANS ABROAD,

Miss Dorlon. tho well-known eloou-
tionist of city, who is at present traveling
abroad, and who was recently married in Eng-
land to Mr. Charles E. Orofts, of this city,
says, among other things in one of her letters
to her wister, Miss Mattie Dorlon: We were
staying in the nouthern of I'hnoo. lnu
di ~ where the Engl

'nldom heard. Ono b ht qhilo
sitting in the parlor of Ytal wlthuvonl
friends, only one of whom oo
two well-to-do looking Fre ou on

and began at once con
tongue as follows:

TR o™l ropsioior o i htel?
ey ro
8 F—l am :

F, F.—Then charge them - three dmu the

TR bkt
8. F.—Ah! ﬁ"lond.foz

f ti 1 I shall
n«:;m:mt;n (-umc%::r&ly m
at a
8. F, I‘yimhhhsndoamdw shoul.
der). _(mo. my friend, this is too dn:ld us
wet the b pmw-l ‘

t hohl Just as long ns it took her to get her The Brookiyn Citizen

or. 3un, Jul 21, 1339 -Page 13
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CROFTS

Sidney E. Crofts of Glen Ellyn, lov-
ing husband of the late Katharine
F.; fond father of Katharine
(Robert) Storm; grandfather of Wil-
liam R. and Katharine M. Visitation
Wednesday, 1:30 p.m., until memo-
rial service at 3 p.m., at the Leonard
Memorial Home, 565 Duane St.,
glcn Ellyn. Private interment at

orest- Mill Cemetery. If desired,
memorials may be sent to the Glen
Ellyn Rotary Scholarship Fund or
the First Congregational Church of
Glen Ellyn. Info.: 469-0032.

Chicago Tribune
Brother Sidney Elliott Crofts (1890-1980) —  Mon-Apr 14,1580 -Page 47

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

Name: Charles Herbert Crofts
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Name variations: also found misspelled as Crafts and Croft

Military:

On Tuscania: 100th Aero Squadron, 14th Squad - private

Serial number: 249,873

Entered service from: Brooklyn, Kings NY

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Charles H. Crofts

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Minnie Crofts, 307 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn NY

Returned from war on: "under orders U.S.A." on "Matagama" leaving Liverpool 31 Aug 1918
& arriving Ellis Island, NYC 11 Sep 1918. Listed as b. 1891 NV, resident 324 — 53 St.,
Brooklyn NY, age 26 years & 10 months, married.

Sailed on return ship as: Chas. H. Crofts

Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:

World War | draft registration (1917): indexed as Charles N. Crofts, reads Charles H.
Crofts, card signed Charles Herbert Crofts - b. 1 Dec 1891 Brooklyn NY; res: 146 Lawrence
St., NY, NY. Married. Burlesque [?] mgt., T.H. D---kess [?], 46" St., Getty Bldg. NY. Tall &
slender

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlisted 25 Nov 1917

Discharged 28 Oct 1918

Address: 163 Lafayette Ave., Brooklyn NY
Rank/unit: private, 100" Aero Squadron

NY Army Card: enlisted 25 Nov 1917 Ft. Slocum NY, b. Brooklyn NY, 25 years 11 months
old. Left service 11-1/9% disabled, discharged 28 Oct 1918 on SCD [service-connected
disability]

Birth & death:

Born: 1 Dec 1891 Brooklyn, Kings NY

Died: 1 Jun 1925 Tupper Lake, Franklin NY (in Veterans Hospital, as a result of war injuries
& exposure) — also listed as Altamont, Albany NY in the NY Death Index

Died:

Find A Grave record:

Burial location: buried on 4 Jun 1925 in Lot 5586, section 101. His father, Charles V. Crofts,
who died 6 months earlier, is buried in the same plot.

Cemetery: Green-Wood Cemetery, Brooklyn, Kings NY

Tombstone:



23

BURIAL SEARCH

Please note that this database of those interred at Green-Wood is not complete; some names,
particularly of those interred in the earliest years of the cemetery, may be missing from it. We do have
complete records at the cemetery, so please contact us if you need further assistance.

Also, please note that the date of interment listed here may not be the date of an individual's first burial
at Green-Wood; if an individual is interred in one grave, but then moved to another, the date of
interment listed here will be that for interment in the eurrent (or second) location.

View a map showing Section numbers here. To find the precise location of a Lot, use the kiosk in the

Administrative Office or opposite the security guard’s station in the Arch (located at the Main Entrance
on 5th Avenue at 25th Street). Learn more about Green-Wood's genealogy services here.

Burial Search Results: [2 matched entries]

Last Name First Name Burial Date Lot Section More +
CROFTS CHARLES 1ga5-06-04 5586 101 +
CROFTS CHARLES V. 1924-12-02 55686 101 +

Father: Charles Vezin Crofts, 23 Jan 1864 NY —29 Nov 1924 NY.

Obituary: “Brooklyn Citizen” 3 Dec 1924 p 2 - Funeral for Charles V. Crofts was held 2 Dec
1924 at his home at 163 Lafayette Ave., where he died. Survived by wife Minnie Dorlon
Crofts & sons, Charles H. & Sidney E. Crofts. Private interment.- Buried in Green-Wood
Cemetery, Brooklyn NY, in same plot as son Charles Herbert Crofts — Lot 5586, section
101, on 2 Dec 1902. “Brooklyn Daily Eagle” 29 Nov 1926 p 20 —In memoriam by Minnie
Dorlon Crofts of her husband, Charles V. Crofts, who died 29 Nov 1925. His passport
application, granted 22 Dec 1921: Charles V. Crofts, b. Brooklyn NY on 23 Jan 1864. Son of
Thomas Crofts, who was born in England & emigrated from Dorcat Kipon/Heron [that is a
guess], Residence 163 Lafayette Ave., Brooklyn NY. Auditor. Going to Mexico on personal
business.

Find A Grave:

Mother: Minnie Caroline Dorlon Crofts, May 1868 (1900 census) or 1869 (tombstone) NY -
6 Mar 1940 Fort Wayne, Allen IN.

Daughter of Sidney Dorlon & Carolline Shaffer.

She performed in recitals & on the radio & taught drama, diction, interpretation. -
“Brooklyn Eagle” 30 Sep 1927 p 36 — Minnie Dorlon Crofts, long & familiarly known to
Brooklynites as an entertainer of many & varied talents, was on the radio for 20 minutes
last night. She should be on every week. She showed her remarkable coloratura range &
did humorous song recitations. Obituary: “Brooklyn Daily Eagle” 16 Mar 1940, p. 7 — Minnie
Dorlon Crofts died 6 Mar 1940 at Fort Wayne IN. Widow of Charles V. Crofts, mother of
Sidney E. Crofts. Interment private. Buried in Lindenwood Cemetery, Fort Wayne, Allen IN.
IN death certificate: Minnie Dorlon Crofts, 2017 Airles [spelling?] Ave., Fort Wayne, Allen IN
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—d. at Lutheran Hospital, Fort Wayne, Allen IN on 6 Mar 1940 of cardiac issues. Age 71
(birth date not given), b. Brooklyn NY. Housewife. Widowed; husband was Charles V.
Crofts. Daughter of Samuel Dorlon (Brooklyn NY) & Caroline Schaffer (Brooklyn NY).
Informant: S.E. Crofts, Chicago IL. Cremated.

Burial in Lindenwood Cemetery, Fort Wayne, Allen IN.

Find A Grave: 65245438

Parents’ marriage: 17 Jul 1889 London, England

Spouse: Charles listed himself as married on his 5 Jun 1917 WWI draft card & was listed as
married on the ship roster when he returned from war in Oct 1918 - but listed his mother as
his NOK. No wife is mentioned in his obituaries.

Spouse Find A Grave:

Children:

Siblings:

e Sidney Elliott Crofts. 18 Feb 1890 Boston, Suffolk MA — 12 Apr 1980 Wheaton,
DuPage IL. - Even though censuses list him as born in NY, he was either born in
Boston MA or later decided he was born in Boston MA. - In 1916, married Katharine
F. McDonough (1888-1979, F: 14894933) in NJ. WWI draft 1917: resident of 177
Lenox Rd., Brooklyn NY; b. Boston MA 18 Feb 1890. Insurance broker for Liverpool &
L & S[?] Insurance Co., 80 William St., NYC. Married & claims exemption from draft
due to dependents. - In 1920, in insurance, living in Columbus OH, employed by the
Sun Life Assurance Co. of Canada. In 1930 living in Fort Wayne, Allen IN: Crofts,
Sidney E. (Kath) h1816 Vermont Ave. WWII draft 1942: Sidney Elliott Crofts, 406 S.
4™ St., Chicago IL, wife Katharine, b. 18 Feb 1890 Boston MA, employed by Batavia
Body Co., Batavia IL. Obituary: “Chicago Tribune” 14 Apr 1980 p 14 - Sidney E.
Crofts, of Glen Ellyn IL, husband of the late Katharine F., father of Katharine (Robert)
Storm. Private interment in Forest Hill Cemetery, Glen Ellyn, DuPage IL. F: 14894942

Notes:

Wartime:

"NY Evening World" 8 Feb 1918 p 4 - photo - as Charles H. CROFT - age 24, of 307 Carlton
Ave., Brooklyn NY. Boys' High School graduate, enlisted Nov 1917, trained in TX. His
mother Mrs. Minnie Croft is a drama teacher. His mother says he always wears a leather
money belt with her photo in it so he can be easily identified. Had trouble entering service,
but Brig. Gen. Kline appealed on his behalf.

"Brooklyn Daily Eagle" 9 Mar 1918 p 2 - photo — His letter home to his mother Mrs. Minnie
Crofts, 307 Carlton Ave., because he had no money to cable her. His lifeboat overturned as
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it was being lowered & he hit his head as fell into water, Was pulled into a passing boat,
where he spent 7-8 hours before crashing onto Scottish island where 1 man dashed to
death. Fought his way to shore, was found next morning by coast guard [this is a single
coast watcher], taken to his shack, fed, clothes dried, taken to village where spent 2 days.
One finger on his left hand was crushed, but refused amputation. Has been told at the
hospital on his daily visits that his head & hand will be fine.

Post-war:
Obituary:

"Brooklyn Daily Eagle" 3 Jun 1925 p 2 - Charles Herbert Crofts, 163 Lafayette Ave.,
Brooklyn, hero of WWI, d. at Veterajs Hospital, Tupper Lake NY as a result of injuries &
exposure suffered as part of the 100th Aero Squadron. Was on the Tuscania. Fell 1,500 feet
in a plane brought down near Amiens, France, when in a a big German offensive, later
wounded 5 times. Recipient Distinguished Service Cross.

“Brooklyn Times Union” 4 Jun 1925 p 12 — Charles Herbert Crofts, 163 Lafayette Ave.,
Brooklyn, d. 1 Jun 1925 at the US Veterans Hospitalin Tupper Lake NY from injuries &
exposure in the war. Repeats much of information found in “Brooklyn Daily Eagle’ 3 Jun
1925 p 2 - article. Adds son of Minnie Dorlon Crofts & the late Charles V. Crofts. Funeral
held 4 Jun 1925 at 29 Ashland Place. Although the headline reads “C.H. Crofts, World War
Hero, Buried Today” — there is no interment location noted.

Censuses:

1900 Brooklyn, Kings NY — 648 Fulton St. — conducted 12 Jun 1900

Charles Crafts [sic], 36 NY, Jan 1864, parents b. England, married 11 years, clerk (law)
Minnie, 32 NY, May 1868, parents b. NY, in 1% marriage, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living
Sudney, 10 NY, Feb 1890, at school

Charles, 8 NY, Dec 1891, at school

1905 NY state census — Brooklyn, Kings NY
Chas. B. (?) Crofts, 40 US, clerk — drugs
Minnie D., 34 US, housekeeper

Sidney E., 15 US, at school

Charles H., 13 US, at school

1910 Brooklyn NY — 427 Dean St. — conducted 23 Apr 1910

Charles V. Crofts, 42 NY, parents b. England, in 1%* marriage, married 21 years, bookkeeper,
undertaker

Minnie D., 40 NY, parents b. NY, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living

Sidney E., 20 NY, single, clerk, insurance office

Charles H., 18 NY, single, clerk, bank
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1915 NY state census — Kings Co.-770 Union St.
Charles Crofts, 47 US, salesman, real estate
Minnie, 44 US, housework

Sidney E., 25 US, insurance broker

Charles H., 23, insurance clerk

[all are US citizens]



