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TUSCANia 

  

Craft, Grover Waterson 
1888 TX – 1966 OK 

 
     

     
Veterans Administration Master Index – 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-J9ZV-
8?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZK-
XJZD&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/12932059?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=bcde2d7c-0950-4576-bda7-f6d63fbc03df&_phsrc=cPx37656&_phstart=successSource 
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Valliant OK 
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  El Paso TX 
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Excerpt -  Alva OK 
 

 
Excerpt – Fort Worth TX 
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Paris TX 
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 Idabel OK 
 
 

 Idabel OK 
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 Idabel OK 
 
 

 Valliant OK 
 
Sister Willie Craft Barnett & Grover  
 

 

  Valliant OK 
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Valliant OK 
 

 Valliant OK 
 

 Valliant OK 
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 Idabel OK 
 

 Idabel OK 
 

 Valliant OK 
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Albany OR 
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 Salem OR 
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  Albany OR 
 
 

  
 
Father: 
 



15 
 

 Valliant OK 
 

 
Mother 
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  Idabel OK 
 



17 
 

 Valliant OK 
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 Valliant OK 
 

     
 

Siblings: 
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Sister Mary Susan Craft Henry (1882-1968) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/17231961/person/1640705463/media/24d2be38-2577-4dce-a600-
1062ccee3a27 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17231961/person/1640705463/media/24d2be38-2577-4dce-a600-1062ccee3a27
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17231961/person/1640705463/media/24d2be38-2577-4dce-a600-1062ccee3a27
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17231961/person/1640705463/media/24d2be38-2577-4dce-a600-1062ccee3a27


20 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/2175154?tid=17231961&pi
d=1640705463&queryId=dfadc32a-ff98-4441-8434-
ecc3458e74b0&_phsrc=cPx37661&_phstart=successSource 
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Sister Willie Mae Craft Barnett (1887-1964) -  Valliant OK 
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 Broken Bow OK 
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Brother George Stephenson Craft (1892-1948) – Find A Grave 60267306 
 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
Name: Grover Waterson Craft 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 16th/Co. D (tombstone: Co. D, 358th Inf.) - private 
Serial number: 250,286 
Entered service from: Rufe, McCurtain OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Grover W. Craft 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father W.R. Craft, Rufe OK 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
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Sailed on return ship as:  Grover W. Craft 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father William R. Craft, Rufe OK (PFC, 16th Co., 20th 
Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Grover Waterson Craft - b. 22 Dec 1889 Lamar Co. 
TX; res: Rufe, Choctaw OK. Single. Farming & mill hand, W.R. Craft, Rufe OK. Height not 
listed, medium build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Grover W. Craft - b. 22 Dec 1889 Paris TX; res: 139 
E. 1st St., Albany, Linn OR. NOK Harve Bailey, same address. Employed at Hub City Lumber 
Co., Albany, Linn OR. Height: 5’11” – weight: 168 lbs. Card not dated. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 19 Sep 1917 
Discharged 13 Jun 1919 
Address: Rufe OK 
Rank/unit:  private 1st class, 16th Co., 20th Reg Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 21 Dec 1888 (WWI draft) or 1889 (WWII draft) or 22 Dec 1888 Lamar Co. TX   
Died: 26 Nov 1966 Rufe, McCurtain OK  
Find A Grave record: 60267307, presence on Tuscania noted in flower  
Burial location: Rufe, McCurtain OK  
Cemetery: Rufe 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Oklahoma PFC Co. D 358 Inf WWI 
 
Father:  William Robert (“Bill”) Craft, 7 Nov 1858 Lamar Co. TX – 27 Mar 1920 Rufe, 
McCurtain OK. Son of George Russell Craft & Suzannah M. Lyon.  
Obituary: “Valliant (OK) Tribune” Friday, 2 Apr 1920 p 5 – “Death of Good Citizen” – W.R. 
Craft of Rufe AR died at his home last Saturday after a brief illness. He operated a gin 
business at Rufe for several years & was 1 of the best cities in the county. His funeral was 
held Sunday in Rufe. 
Buried in Rufe Cemetery, Rufe, McCurtain OK. 
Find A Grave: 60267311 
 
Mother:  Sarah Frances Parmley Craft, 19 Apr 1856 Wayne Co. KY – 30 Sep 1933 Rufe, 
McCurtain OK.  
Daughter of Henderson Parmley & Adaline Norfleet.  
Her obituary notes she gave birth to 10 children, 3 of whom predeceased her.  
Buried in Rufe Cemetery, Rufe, McCurtain OK. 
Find A Grave: 60267309 
Parents’ marriage: 7 Dec 1881 Paris, Lamar TX. 
 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:  
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Children: 
 
Siblings: 

• Mary Susan Craft Henry, 18 Dec 1882 Amherst, Lamar TX – 3 Aug 1968 Texarkana, 
Bowie TX. - Married 16 Dec 1901 in Paris, Lamar TX to John H. Henry (1870 LA-before 
1930). Buried in Chapelwood Memorial Gardens & Mausoleum, Wake Village, Bowie 
TX. F: 137552349 

• Adaline Virginia (“Addie”) Craft White McLaren, 27 Jan 1884 Lamar Co. TX – 11 May 
1976 Antlers, Pushmataha OK. – Also found as Virginia Adaline. - Married Harry L. 
White (1883-1909) on 31 Dec 1905 in Paris, Lamar TX. Living with her family as Ada 
White, widow, in the 1910 Lamar Co. TX census, with sons Francis & Howard White. 
-  Married Pleasant/Pleasant E. (“Ples”) McLaren (1888-1932), F: 60267412) in 1917 
- Buried in Rufe Cemetery, Rufe, McCurtain OK with surname McLaren. F: 60267411 

• Nannie Bell Craft, 16 Jan 1885 Lamar Co. TX – According to Ancestry.com family 
tree, died 1912 CA but not evidence of this death year/place is provided or found. 
She does appear in the 1900 & 1910 censuses with the family. 

• ? A sister named Millie Frances Craft is found in family trees. Born 11 Feb 1885 
Lamar Co. TX, d. 18 Sep 1887 Lamar Co. TX. But sibling Nannie Bell is supposedly 
born Jan 1885 which make Millie’s birth in Feb 1885 impossible, so data on Nannie 
& Millie is uestionable. 

• Willie Mae Craft Barnett, 1 May 1887 Paris, Lamar TX – 26 Nov 1964 Rufe, McCurtain 
OK. - Tombstone reads Willie Mae Barnett. - Wife of Dr. William Thomas Barnett 
(1878-1936, F: 60267242) whom she married 8 Oct 1905 in Rufe, McCurtain OK. – 
Buried in Rufe Cemetery, Rufe, McCurtain OK. F: 60267258 

• John Quincy Craft, May 1891 Lamar Co. TX – 12 May 1907 Lamar Co. TX 
• George Stephenson Craft, 2 Jun 1892 Paris, Lamar TX – 12 Jul 1948 McKinney, Collin 

TX. - WWI corporal. - Married in 1925 to Ruth Winifred Maysey (1885-1965, F: 
60267308) who had married William Pettigrew Burwell (1880-1919) in 1905. - Buried 
in Rufe Cemetery, Rufe, McCurtain OK. F: 60267306 

• Thomas Jefferson Craft, 25 Feb 1894 Paris, Lamar TX – Sep 1974 Sawyer, Choctaw 
OK. - Wife of Tillie Gunter (1892-1956, F: 77401778). Buried in Shoat Springs 
Cemetery, Hugo, Choctaw OK. F: 77401777 

• William Bryan Craft, 27 Apr 1895 Paris, Lamar TX – 26 Nov 1982 Paris, Lamar TX - 
Married Vera Ellen McAfee (1898-1984, F: 125311349) in 1922. - Buried in Fort 
Towson Cemetery, Fort Towson, Choctaw OK. F: 125282478 

 
 
 
 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
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“Paris (TX) Morning News” 15 Feb 1918 p 2 – “A Tuscania Survivor Formerly of Lamar 
County” – Among the Tuscania survivors is Grover Craft of Rufe OK, whom the paper 
learned was the son of William Craft, well-known farmer and ginner who lived north of 
town on Boggy Road several years before moving to OK. Grover is liable to distinguish 
himself in France. He voluntarily enlisted in Paris TX in Jun 1917. Before enlisting in the 
Army, he had applied to the US Navy but was turned down due to flat feet. He didn’t lose 
any time applying for the Army & passed its physical examination with no trouble, “flat feet 
being no drawback in land service.” 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 448-01-2351 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 1, Lamar Co. TX – conducted 12 Jun 1900 
William R. Craft, 44 TX, Nov 1858, father b. TX, mother b. VA, married 18 years, farmer 
Sarah F., 42 KY, Apr 1858, parents b. KY, gave birth to 9 children, 9 are living 
Susan, 17 TX, Dec 1882 
Addie, 16 TX, Jan 1884 
Nannie B., 15 TX, Jan 1885 
Willie M., 13 TX, May 1887 
Grover, 11 TX, Dec 1888 
John, 9 TX, May 1891 
George, 7 TX Jun 1892 
Thomas, 6 TX, Feb 1894 
William B., 5 TX, Apr 1895 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 1, Lamar Co. TX – Spring Hill Rd. – conducted 2 May 1910 
William R. Craft, 53 TX, parents b. KY, in 1st marriage, farmer, general farm 
Sarah, 55 KY, parents b. KY, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 12 children, 10 are living [John 
died in 1907] 
Ada White, 25 TX, widow [their daughter] 
Nannie, 24 TX 
Willie, 22 TX 
Grover, 21 TX, laborer, home farm 
George, 17 TX, laborer, home farm 
Thomas, 14 TX, laborer, home farm 
William, 13 TX 
& grandsons: 
Francis White, 3 TX, father b. MS, mother b. TX 
Howard White, 1 TX, father b. MS, mother b. TX 
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[in error: the surname of Willie, Grover, George, Thomas & William is presumed to “White” 
because of widowed daughter Ada White’s placement in the list.] 
 
1920 Wilson, Choctaw OK – conducted 6 Feb 1920 
William Craft, 63 TX, parents b. TX, farmer, general farm 
Sarah, 61 IA, parents b. IA 
Willie, 33 TX, single [daughter] 
Grover, 29 TX, single, farmer, home farm 
George, 27 TX, single, farmer, home farm 
Thomas, 25 TX, single, farmer, home farm 
William, 22 TX, single, farmer. home farm 
 
1930 Seminole, Seminole OK – 104 – 2nd – line 71 - conducted 4 Jun 1930 – his birthplace is 
incorrect as is his age, but a 4 Apr 1930 newspaper article places Grover in Seminole OK 
Grover Craft, 37 OK, parents b. TX, single, dairyman, dairy, not a veteran, lodger  
[this page has cross-throughs and “arrows” linking records, so it is not clear exactly where 
Grover is loding] 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6224/records/95094194?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=3a1d3abc-22aa-4902-8d60-
7f94eb761ad8&_phsrc=cPx37713&_phstart=successSource 
 
1940 cannot locate 
In 1942, when Grover registers for the WWII draft, he resides in Albany, Linn Co., Oregon. 
 
1950 cannot locate 
In 1956, when Grover is arrested, he resides at 432 Lyon St., Albany, Linn Co., Oregon.  
 
 


