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Tuscania casualty
Cowan, Elmer Luther
1895 MT -5 February 1918 Tuscania
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Elmer Luther Cowan - from Find A Grave 11327603
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MONPARA WHIZE: ENPERRD BIRVICE WITH NATIONAL GUARD OR ASSIGRED

THERBT0 UPOR BNLISTMENT OR INDUCTION.

BAME SERIAL BO.  BARK ORGATIZAZION 53 DATE OF DRAQH
ZIHE OF DRATH

¥nite, Johm J. Mt Co A 18 Inf Fob 8/18

Williame, Cecil T. 106,388 vt CoB&KXGBa Oct 9/18

williams, Herry T 88,226 corp Co B 127 Ianf sept 3/18

Winkler, Arthur 2. 83,167 vt Co & 125 Ingf g 3/18

York, Loraine 43,574 Bre Co B 16 lag day 31/18

Zilkey, Frank 42,419 Corp Co D 18 lnf oot 9/18

WHITE: ERLIBTED IN REGULAR ARMY OR ABSIGNED
THEREDO UPOR INDUCTRION.

HLE SERLA WO, BANEK ORGARIZATION AT Danh Oif DEATE
XLk OF DRASH

Cowan, Elmer L. vt Go D & Bn 20 Engre b 5/18

US American Expeditionary Forces deaths -
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Elmer Luther Cowan’s grave #6, in the center, at Kilnaughton, isle of Islay, Scotland



“Victim of Tuscania Disaster” — Elmer Luther Cowan’s grave in Victor MT

Life:



Ravalli County Record
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Precinet No. 11, Vietor, Mont.

539 August Martin Alder; 540 John|

Leonard Allnutt; 541 Lee O. Busen-
bark; 542 Willlam Noah Bryant, Ste-

vensville;543 William David Blackie; |,
544 Everett Babbitt: 545 James Bo-|'

dak, Drummond; 546 Albert Earl
Buker; 547 Erwin William Becker; 548
Jeddie William Bland; 549 Elmer

Cates; 550 Albert Ashley Cowan; 551

Benjamin Hill Cannon; 552 Swift

Homer Chamberlain; 553 George G.|
Culbertson; 554 Fioyd Cates; 555/
Elmer Luther Cowan; 5566 Roy Wil-|

bur Carlson, Missoula; 557 Virgil

Campbell; 5568 Wilber Lindorff Cos-|

tello; 559 William Clarence Cates;

560 Angelo Decebo, Stevensville; 561 |
LeRoy Dean; 562 Amije Van Den|
Driessche, Stevensville; 563 George|,

Hoyt Dorsey, Cripple Creek Colo; |,

Stevensville MT

The Western Mews
Thu, Jul 12, 1917 -Page 5
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Second Call Made.

Fifty additional men have been
called for examination. This was
made necessary by the men failing
to pass the examination made by
army officers at American Lake,
eight having been rejected. The
names of the men drawn follow:

Stevensville—John Alfred Emer-
son, Arthur William MecGraw, Jose
Real, James Joseph Shea, Henry A.
Behn, Gerald S. Sturgis, Amie Van
Den Driessche, Edward C. Randles,
Primo  Stefanini, Eliza Porch,

{ Elisdoro Ramirez, Joe Harrington,

John Ronchietto, John Raymond,
William George Craig, William
Walker Brown, Stanley R. Felber,
Andrew Garfield MeNett, James
Patrick Cherry.

Hamilton—Harry Z. Tagushi,
Pete Parpaola, Wellington A. Bam-
ford, James H. Higgins, William
Garrard, Don E, Anson, Spiro An-
geloff, Lysle Cooper, Frem Henry
Terou, John Wessling, Lee Lin Fat,
Irl Abbey.

Corvallis—Guy Hall, John W,
Hay, Clifford F. Wallace, Charles
Goneau, Robert Alonzo Keayes,
Gilbert E. Chaflin, John Oren
Glassley,

Vietor—William Earl Dennis,
August Martin Alder, Elmer Luther
Cowan.

I—Tamilton‘MT

Ravalli Republic
Fri, Mov 09, 1917 -Page 1
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The Missoula Senfinel
Wed, Feb 13, 1912 -Page 1

Missoula MT
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Missoula MT

The Missoula Senfinel
Wed, Feb 13, 1913 -Page 4
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" and Elmer L. Cowan
of Victor,

BURY ALL VICTIMS

ManusB Cook Como, i
|
|
. ON SCOTLAND COAs'rf

Western Montana Boys Well
Known. Hm Flags at
llalf Mast.

Five Montana men, including two
from the Bitter Rogt valley, lost their
I'ves in the Tuscania disaster and have
keen buried on the coast of Scotland,
eecording to an officlal announcement
made yesterday. The Montana Sam-
mees Killed when the transport was
torpedoed are:

MARCUS B. COOK of Como, a
State University student and for-
merly-an employe of the U. 8. For-
est service.

ELMER L. COWAN of Victor, a
high school boy.

JOHN EDWARDS of Butte.

J. J. BYRNE of Butte.

C. J. DAVISON of Anaconda.

=

I Btate University, and Cowan had com-

‘|xames at the university. Both came

| mast yesterday in Cook's honor.

The Daily Missoulian

Thu, Feb 14, 1913 -Page 1

s Dead;
'Stlld'ent

Twao other Mantana men who were |
o). the transport are still unaccounted
for but probably arec safe, inasmuch as
the casunities are thought to hu\o"
been announced with posslbly a tew
exceptions. The men still missing are '
James W. Sallee of Hot Springs nnd‘
Leon Dethman of McCabe, in Sheridan
county.

- it

Shock to Missoula.

Definite announcéement of the death
of Cook and Cowan came as a shock
to Missoula people. Both men were
well known here. Cook had worked in
the, forest service before entering the
peted in the annual interscholastic
from prominent Bitter Root families.

The State University and the federal
bullding lowered their flags to half-

ELMER LUTHER COWAN.

Eimer Luther (‘onnn was 22 years
old. He was born I Victor in Sep- !
tember, 1885, and was educated in the
valley. At Victor high school, from
which he would have graduated this',
spring had he not enlisted, he was an |
athletic star, He won the Individual
championship at the Ravalll County
Interschelastic meet in 1916 and com-
peted at the spring games on Montana
Fleld, His father and mother are both
dead and two of his five brothers are ',
in the army. Three sisters are also
living. The brothers are Arthur, who
was last heard of from Camp AMer-
shot, England; Albert, who is believed
to he overseas with his regiment; W. J.,
Frank and G. H. Cowan, all of Victor.
The sisters are Mra, John Smith, Mrs,
W. 8, Jones, Mra. A. W. Fifleld, all
of Victor,

.~

b =
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Missoula MT
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TIRST BTER RO
LS LOST N WAR

War Brought Home to the Residents of the Bitter
Root Valley This Week By the Sad News

i That Two Prominent Sons Lost Their Lives

! By the Torpedoing of the Transport Tuscania

and Buried With Military Honors in Scotland
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The war in which this country is
engaged was brought home to the
people jof the Bitter  Hoot valley
this wock when it beeanie Known
Marcus B, Cook of Como and
Slmer Luther Cowan ol Vietor lost
iheir lives in the Tuseania disaster,
the sinking of which vessel  was
chronicled in last week’s Republi-
can. They are the first young men
from this county to sacrifice their
lives.,  According to an oflicial an-
nouncement received  Wednesday
these men were buried with mili-
tary honors on the coast of Scot-
land.

University Student.

Marcus B. Cook was the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Frank L, Cook of
Como. He enlisted in the twen-
tieth enginecrs of the forest service.
Young Cook had worked in the for-
est service and was a student at the
University of Montana. His father

owns a ranch near Como, being a
pioneer of the Bitter Root valley
and a Civil war veteran. Marcus

0

Cook was 23 years old, being born
December 1, 1894, He was a grad-
uate of the Hamilton high school.
He was well liked by all his
acquaintances and at the univer-

sity he was a prominent athlete.

Beside his parents he is survived
by three  brothers and a  sister,
Thev are George Cook ol Dozeman,

Theodore and Frank of Como, and

Mre. Kate Durland of Cutbank.
This Is the second son that F. L.
(‘ook has lost by drowning. Hiram

Coolk, his oldest son, was drowned

in the Yellowstone river in 1506
while he was with a surveying
crew. Marecus Cook was the next
oldest child,

Interscholastic Champion.

lmer Luther Cowan of Vietor
wits 22 vears and seven months old.
He was born at Vietor in Septem-
ber, 1895. He was a member of
the senior class of the Vietor high
school and would have graduated
this vear., He was a fine athlete
and won the individual champion-
ship at the Ravalli County Inter-
scholastie meet in 1916, His fath-
er and mother are dead, but he is
survived by five brothers—Arthur,
who is belicved to be at Camp
Aldershot, England: Albert, who Is
supposed to be across the ocean
with his regiment; W. J. and G. H.
Cowan of Victor—and three sis-
ters, Mrs. John Smith, Mrs. W, 8
Jones and Mrs., A. W. Fifield of
Vietor,

— e ——n

Ravalli Republic
Fri, Feb 15, 1915 -Page 1

Hamilton MT
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Elmer Luther Cowan.

Elmer Luther Cowan, another Bitter
Root boy, who belonged to the 20th
engineers, now sleeps on the Scottish
coast.

He was born in Victor in September,
1895, and was educated in the valley.
At Victor high school, from which he
would have graduated this spring had
he not enlisted, he was an athletic star.
He won the individual championship at
the Ravalli County Interscholastie
meet In 1916 and competed at the
spring games on Montana field.

His father and mother are both
dead and two of his brothers are ia

|the army. Three sisters are also
(living. The brothers are Arthur, whe

was last heard of from Camp Alder-

‘| shot, England; Albert, who is be-

lieved to be overseas with his regi-

'|ment; W, J, Frank and G. H. Cowaa

all of Victor. The sisters are Mrs.J.
Smith, Mrs. W. 8. Jones, Mrs. A. W.
Fifield, all of Victor.

A memorial service will be held
Sunday at Victor under the auspices
of the Victor high school.

Stevensville Wi

The Western News
Thu, Feb 21, 1915 -Page 1
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The Missoulian
Fri, Feb 22, 19158 -Page &
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Flmer Luther Cowan Was Fivst
Victor Boy to Lose His Life in
the Canse of Democracy,

Vietor, February 28 -—Memorial
services were held at the Commun-
ity ehurch Sunday morning at 11
o'clock for the late Elmer Luther
Cowan, who lost his life in the
Tuscania  disaster  February 6.
Services were conducted by Rev.
|.\. €. Culbertson whose address
Wits impressive.

Elmer Luther Cowan was
years old. He was born in Viector
[S-‘plﬂuber, 1895, and was educated
iin the wvalley. AL Victor high
!:thool, from which he would have
graduated this spring had he nof
enllsted, he was an athletic star.
He won the individual champion-
hip at the Ravalli County Inter-
scholastic meet in 1916 and com-

a9
-

COWAN MEMORIAL

Services Held at Victor Last
Sunday Morning.

peted at the spring games on Mon-
tana Field, His father and moth-

or are both dead and two of his
| ive brothers are in the army,
Throo sisters are also living. The

t,!:ruthers are Arthur, who is believ-
¢l to be in France; Albert is a
sergeant at Camp Lewis; W, J.,

| Franklin and G. H. Cowan, all of |

| Victor. The sisters are Mrs, John
{Smith, Mre, W. 8. Jones, Mrs. A,
’“’. Wifield, all of Vietor,

Hamilton MT

Ravalli Republic
Fri, Mar 01, 1915 -Page 1
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ON THE TUSCANIA

Boys, Saved from Watery
Grave, Write Home.

Lawrence Watters and James Ever-
.ett Babbitt Tell of Experiences
on Ill-Fated Boat.

Vietor, March 14.—Letters were
received Tuesday by the parents of

Lawrence B. Watters and James

Everett Babbitt, who were on the
Tuscania,, which was sunk by a
torpedo Xebruary 6. [Elmer, re-
ferred to in the first letter, is
Elmer Luther Cowan, who lost his'
life. The three boys left Vietor
about the last of November. The
letters follow:

- “ i n Ti | N
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“February 14, 1918.—It has
been some time since 1 have
written vou, but much longer
since hearing fron  you. You
may think I have had an easy
time, but since going aboard the
ghip it has becn rather hard, as
we have been moved about  so
much. Have Dbeen  treated  like
princes since we lunded, except for
clothing, a« the Zovernient has
not a very big supply here. Am
just getting starteda again to col-
lect a few little things oi my own,
donated by the Red Cross Associa-
tion.

“Suppoese by now you have heard
of our disaster on the sea, when
we were in sight of land on both
sides of the =hip. We all thought
we were sale, but guess the sub-
marine had us sighted, and waited
for us until dark, and then let her
drive.

. - . .
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“It is an expcrience I never wan
to go through agein. We were al
ordered out, and especially re
quested to keep our lifebelts on
or with us. 1, with half of the
other bunch, was lined up for sup
per, on the third deck. Thy
others, however, had just caten
and were called out on deck for
the rest of the night, as we were
in what they call “Hell's hole.'
All of a sudden there came a bang,
and out went the lights. Then
we were in a mass of crowding
men, and there was a  greai
scramble  for the upper decks
where the lifeboats were stationed
and where we were drilled to gc
in case of such an cmergency.

“It was a terrible sight to see
the way some of the men lost
their heads and jumped overboard,

some of whom were saved, and the
rest numbered among the lost.
Ropes on the lifeboats broke, spill-
ing men in every direction, mgst
of whom wcre picked up and sav-
ed. The boat I was to have gone
on was smashed, 0o 1 was left on

deck, with the rest of those who
were going with me, as well as
many others, who were in the
same fix.



“Something told me that we
would be saved, and sure enough,
three  torpedo  destroyvers  ecame
alongside of our ship and took us
away to diiferent landing points,
We lost everything we had to our
names, excepting what we had on
our backs.

“From all indications, we are
afraid that Elmer is among the
missing, as we can hear nothing
of him. Many of the lifeboats
that were safely launched wore
mashed on the rocks. Most of the
friends I had made, since being
in the army, were killed in that
way.

“I found Everett Babbitt, and
we stuck together and made it
away on the same “chaser.” If this
ship had sunk as quickly as most
of them do, hardly any of us would
have been saved. It took some-
thing over two hours for it to go
down. |

“The young wireless operator |
mever left his post, but stayed
right there to send messages and
signals.

BIETIIS,
“Well I spent the last cent |
had for soap, towels, tobacco, sta-
tionery and many other articles,
80 I was broke for the 14 days on
board and ever since 1 landed.
Hope you are all well and enjoy-
fng the green grass, ags we are.
Have been in  many different
eountries and places since leaving
home. If you want to send me
anything please gend me  swoot
¢hocolate, hard candy and handker-
chiefs. You sce I lost everyihing,
even my swealer,
“May send cable  before this
reaches you. With love to all. _ i
LAWRENCE WATTERS. Ravalli Republic

Fri, Mar 13, 1913 -Page 4
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Hamilton MT

FUNERALFOR E. COWAN

Body of Victor Boy, Who Was on
Boat That Was Sunk Sailing
for France, Received,

Victor, Oct, 28.—¥'uneral services
were held Saturday afternoon at the
Community church over the remains
of Elmer Luther Cowan, received
last Thursday evening from Port
Ellen, Scotland, accompanied by a
Mr. Welch of the military service, It
will be remembered that Elmer
Cowan, Lawrence Watters and Ever-
ett Babbitt enlisted In the forest
service in December, 1917, and
sailed for France February 1 on the
boat which was torpedoed and sunk
off the coast of Scotland on the
morning of February 5, 1918, In
the life boat in which Cowan left
the ship only one man escaped alive

when the boat was dashed to pieces |

on the rocks. His body was recov-
ered and interred at Port Ellen,
which is near where his father was
born.
and sisters the body was brought
home through the Red Cross and the
government,

. — - . ab o ——ea e

Ravalli Republic

Fri, Cct 29, 1920 -Page 1

|
- Victor, March 10.,—The Elmer L.

At the request of*his brothers |

Elmer Cowan was In the senior
high school class and would have
graduated with the class of 1918
had he remained in school. He was
& star athlete of Ravalll county and
won many medals and a cup during
his three years of high school work.
The services were conducted by Rev,
F. J. Salsman of Hamllton, who was
well acquainted with the deceased.
Interment was in the Victor ceme-
tery.

.

Hamilton MT

Cowan Post, American Legion, will
present the Missoula Elks' minstrels !
at the Victor opera house Saturday,
March 12. The entertainment will
be followed by a basket social, and
an enjoyable time Is anticipated,

Hamilton MT

Ravalli Republic
Fri, Mar 11, 1921 -Page 5
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MINSTRELS AT VICTOR

Elmer L, Cowan Post of the Ameri-
can Legion Will Have Benefit
Show Tuesday Evening,

Victor, March 31.~—Elmer L.|
Cowan Post No. 102, American
Leglon, will be the beneficiaries in a
minstrel show to be given at the Vie-
tor opera house Tuesday evening.
The same cast that made such a hit
at Hamilton last week will line up
for the performance here. The pro-
gram will be loealized and wseveral
Victor people will be mentioned In a
good-natured way to the amusement
of the audience. Several good hits
have been put on ice for this occa-
slon, and it Is doubtful If such an
enjoyable evening of entertainment
was ever billed for Vietor, Several
from Hamilton, who saw the produe-
tion there, are coming here to see
the show again, It will be a great
night in, Vietor and all the legion
members will be at the opera house,

.

Ravalli Republic
Fri. Apr 01,1921 Page 1 HHamjlton MT
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Perhaps the first Montana man to
fall was Elmer L. Cowan of Victor,
Montana, Company D, 20th Engineers
who was Kkilled February 3 in the
sinking of the Tuscania. In the fight-
ing between February 1 and June 5,
three officers and 38 enlisted men
from Montana were wounded.

The Wolf Point Herald

Thu, Sep 13, 1921 -Page 4 .
Wolf Point MT

Victor and Vicinity,
The masquerade dance glven at|
the Victor opera house Friday even-
Ing was one of the most enjoyable |
affairs of the kind ever given here,
It was given by Elmer L. Cowan|
Post of the American Lgglon, and
prizes were awarded to the best cos-
tumed lady and gentleman, The at-
tendance was large and the receipts
wm mutorlany ald the local polt.

F{avalh Republm
Fri, Mov 04, 1921 -Page 3

Hamilton MT
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JONT  INSTALLATION

Officers of Elmer L. Cowan Post of
American Legion and Auxiliary
to Be Installed.

Vietor, Jan. 12.— Joint installa-
tion of officers of Elmer L. Cowan
Post of American Legion and auxil-
iary was postponed until Tuesday,
January 24, at which time all mem-
bers are requested to be present.
Refreshments will be served. Of-
ficers to be installed are as follows:
Legion—W. J. Winters, post com-
mander; Ralph Powell, vice-com-
mander; T. M. Cole, post adjutant;
J. E. Babbitt, finance officer; Wil-

-

liam Bryant, sergeant-at-arms; Law-
| rence McCarty, chaplain, !

Auxiliary—Mrs. Adam Hornung,'
president; Miss Miriam Watters, vice-
president; Mrs. W. P. Robb, secre-|
tary; Mrs. Leonard Helm, treasurer;
Miss Elzaida Cole, chairman of social
comimittee.

.




Ravalli Republic

Fri, Jan 13, 1922 -Page 3 i
Hamilton MT

PLIK FOR THE ST

Membership Contest Started By the
American Legion Post and the
Woman'’s Auxiliary,

Victor, Jan. 26—The 1922 plans
for the Elmer L., Cowan Post, Amer-
ican Legion, and woman's auxiliary
were started in real earnest Tuesday
night. Following the installation of
legion officers the woman's auxil-
iary served refreshments. J. E. Bab-
bitt and Miss Miriam Wattergs were
chosen captains for a membership
contest. They chose sides and the|
contest was started with a bang.

‘The contest is to continue until
Tuesday, May 23, after which the
losing side will furnish refreshments
for all, The post and auxiliary have
other plans for the future in the
way of entertainments, social affairs
and get-together meetings, as well
as real work which will be welcomed Ravalli Republic
by the new members. Fii, Jan 27, 1922 -Page 3

.

Hamilton MT
| The American Legion placed metal
legion markers at the graves of
Elmer L., Cowan and Delbert Older
ron Memorial day, to remain there.

Ravalli Republic

Fri, Jun 02, 1922 -Page & .
= Hamilton MT
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The Missoulian
Fri, Feb 07, 1930 -Page 7

Missoula MT
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WARS
The outbreak between Spain and

came World War 1. Montana troops
were sent abroad and many fell in
the defense of Paris, at the Marne
and the Argonne. Probably the first
Montana boy to lose his life was
Elmer L. Cowan of Victor, who
went down with the Tuscania. Mon-
tana suffered the largest per capita
loss of any state in the Union.

| World War II, Montana’s casual-
ties were again high for a state of
her population. The Korean conflict
also took its toll of young Mon-
tanans.

Fairfield MT

the United States saw a number of |
young Montanans off to war. Then |

Times-Leader
Fri, Mar 13, 1964 -Page 2
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Ravalli County’s
Initial WWI
Deaths Retold

- By B. K. MONLOE

:
2
~ ]
;

1t
..g,?
gs

~ Marcus Cook, 22, was a
~Sophomore at the University of
“Montana when he enlisted and

the old Marcus Cook Hall was ~

‘dedicated in his honor,

The Missoulian

Sat, Apr 03, 1967 -Page 5
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Elmer Cowan was finishing
‘high school at Victor when he
enlisted, His death was the sec-

“ond tragedy for the Cook fam-

ily; an older brother, Hiram,
student at Montana State Col-
lege, Bozeman, drowned while

fishing in the Yellowstone Riv-|

er 10 years earlier,
The Cowan family likewise

knew multiple tragic deaths in|
later years. A son, Henry,|
worker for the Rocky Mountain |’

Laboratory when it was state
operated, died of Rocky Moun-
tain spotted fever in the early
20's and another son, Albert,
was shot to death in his Victor
home Christmas Day, 1930,

Missoula MT




Moments of valor

Montanans prove themselves in battle

By KIMBERT E. LARSEN
Of the Gazette Staft

ONTANANS were reluctant to join in
the Indian wars, but they became gung ho
when the Spanish-American War erupted
and in the two world wars.
Enthusiasm waned a bit in the
Korean War and quite a lot in the Vietnam War.

But all of the wars produced some heroes from
Montana.

Following is a brief look at a few of those heroes

® Capt. John E. Moran won the Congressional
Medal of Honor for his activity in the Philippines during
the Spanish-American War.

He participated in many battles, including the
battle for a Chinese cemetery in Manila, the fierce
battle at Caloocan, and engagements from Loma
Church to Polo.

Moran's feat of valor occurred on Sept. 17, 1900, on
Luzon.

His Medal of Honor citation said:

“After the attacking party had become
demoralized, Moran fearlessly led a small body of
troops under severe fire through water waist deep in the
attack against the enemy."”

Moran died in Great Falls on Nov. 4, 1930.

® Pvt. Elmer L. Cowan of Victor was the first
Montana man to die in action in World War 1.

A member of Company D, 20th Engineers, Cowan Montanans have won the

was killed Feb. 5, 1918, when a Germany submarine Congressional Medal of Honor and
attacked and sank the troop transport USS Tuscania. other medals for their bravery.
~ Cowan was among American and British troops .
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being transported on the Tuscania, which was off the
coast of Scotland when it was attacked. The tragedy was
one of the most publicized disasters of World War I.

® George Driscoll, a young miner from Walkerville,
was the first Montanan drafted to serve in World War 1.

He was sent to Fort Lewis, Wash., for training. In
January 1918, Driscoll was shipped to France to serve
with the American Expeditionary Forces.

A member of 35th Company, 20th U.S. Engineers,
Driscoll fought in many battles. Gas attacks by the
enemy caused Driscoll to suffer severe lung damage.

He was discharged to Camp Funston, Kan,, in
February 1919.

Driscoll returned to his mining job in Montana. But
he eventually was confined to bed because of his injuries
caused by mustard gas. He died at the age of 35 on May
14, 1930.

® Mike Mansfield was one of the youngest
Americans to serve in World War I.

Only 14 years old, he enlisted in the Navy on Feb. 23,
1918,

After serving in the Navy for the duration of the
war, Mansfield enlisted in the Army for one year in 1919.
Then he enlisted for two years in the Marines, serving
most of that time in China.

Mansfield later was elected to the U.S. House of
Representatives, then the U.S. Senate, where he served
as majority leader. After retiring from the Senate,
Mansfield served for many years as ambassador to
Japan.

® Gerald Fraser Dullum of East Helena enlisted in
the Navy on Feb. 6, 1940.

He was assigned to the US.S. Arizona, which was
sunk by the Japanese during their infamous attack on
Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941,

Dullum is believed to be the first Montana
serviceman to die in World War IL.

He was officially declared missing in action on Dec.
21, 1941. His body and the bodies of his shipmates remain
in the Arizona’s hulk at the bottom of Pearl Harbor.

The Arizona is now a national memorial shrine,

visited by thousands of people every vear.

® Richard L. Fleishmann joined the Army shortly
after he graduated with honors from Anaconda High
School in 1948.

Two years later, he was in Korea with the U.S.
Infantry Division’s 23rd Medical Company.

Within a month of his arrival in the war zone,
Fleishmann ran forward under enemy fire to remove a
wounded section leader and give medical treatment.

Then he ran through heavy fire Lo a gun positition
where he fired a machine gun, allowing his unit o
reorganize. He continued firing until he was shot and
killed.

Fleishmann was awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross posthumously and had a camp in Korea named for
him.

His body was returned to Anaconda and buried,
with military honors, on Aug. §, 1951

® Navy Lt. Cmdr. Rodney A. Knutson of Billings
was a prisoner of war for seven years during the
Vietnam War.

Assigned to the aircraft carrier USS,
Independence, Knutson was on his fourth bombing
mission of the day on Oct. 17, 1965, when his F-4 Phantom
was hit by ground fire. He bailed out, landed in enemy
territory and was taken prisoner by irate North
Vietnamese.

Prison guards beat him, breaking his teeth, nose
and wrists.

Knutson said he was tortured with a bamboo club
until his backside was bloodied and “like hamburger.”

“Then they made me sit on the wounds for six
days,” he recalled after being freed.

“At one torture session I was asked to apologize Lo
the Vietnamese people for atrocious crimes,” Knulson
said. “I refused to do this. I refused to talk to them."”

Knutson said his captors offered to let him go with
anti-war activist Jane Fonda when she visited Hanoj
But he refused.

When he did return home, Knutson had an
extensive physical exam and returned to the Navy

The Billings Gazette

Sun, Jul 23, 1989 -Page 99

Billings MT

Fact-check: There were only American — but not British — troops aboard Tuscania
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FIRST MONTANA
CASUALTIES

The Tuscania was the first ship
carrying American troops en
route to France to be sunk, and
Americans across the country were
stunned. The exact toll from the
loss of Tuscania is unknown, with
210 soldiers and crew “Killed in
Action” being commonly accepted.
Many of those who had made it
to lifeboats later died when their
light craft were smashed against
the rocky shorelines. At least 39 of
the 384 crewmen aboard perished
in the boiler rooms. The heroic
action of Royal Navy escort ships,
coupled with the leadership and
discipline among the soldiers,

saved a remarkable 2,187 men.
Ten Montanans lost their lives on
Tuscania. Among them was Marcus
Barrett Cook of Como, Ravalli
County, the first casualty from the
University of Montana. Cook had
graduated from Hamilton High
School and completed two months
of his sophomore year in forestry
at the university when he enlisted
with two other university friends,
Ralph S. Graves and Leo Stewart,
in the 20th Engineers, and all were
assigned to Company D. Both
Graves and Stewart were among 85
known Montanan survivors.

The River Press
Wed, Feb 07, 2013 -Page 5

Another victim of the Tuscania
was Elmer Luther Cowan, a
graduate and star athlete of Victor
High School in the Bitterroot
Valley. Cowan’s mother had been
dead for many years, and with
the October 1917 death of his
father, young Cowan joined two
of his brothers in enlisting in
the Army. Cobb was assigned to
Company D of the 20th. Chauncey
J. Davidson, a native of Anaconda,
enlisted in the Army, married
Martha Harrison, and three days
later departed for duty with the
20th. Eighteen months later his
widow, Mrs. Martha Davidson,
christened the USS Deer Lodge at
Portland, Oregon.

Fort Benton MT

Father
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PIONEER RESIDENT

Thomas Cowan Lived at
Victor Forty Years.

'Funeral Held at Community Church
' Sunday Afternoon By Rev.
Blair of Stevensville.

Victor, October 11.—The funeral
services of Thomas Cowan, who
died last week Wednesday evening,
were held at the Community e¢hurch
Sunday afternoon at 2 o’clock,
Rev. Blair of Stevensville officiating.
His son Albert, a United States
soldier at American Lake, Wash-
ington, was present for the services,
while through a little misunder-
standing Arthur Cowan, who was
in the service in Oregon, enroute
to North Carolina, arrived about
an hour after the funeral services.
Interment was made in the Viector
cemetery.

Ravalli Republic
Fri, Oct 12, 1917 -Page 5

cUThYTen g

The deceased was 66 years old
and had lived in the Bitter Root
valley nearly forty years. Besides
the two sons who are in the army
he is survived by four other sons,
Henry, Walter, Elmer and Frank-
lin Cowan of Vietor, and three
daughters, Mrs. John Smith and
Mrs. Arthur Fifield of Vietor and
Mrs. William Jones of Florence.

Hamilton MT
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Marth West Tribune

Fri, Oct 12, 1917 -Page 1 ‘
— . - Stevensville MT
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The Missoulian
Sat, Apr 12, 1902 Page 5

Missoula MT
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|HER SUFFERING
1S AT AN END

Mrs. Harriet E. Cowan
Passcd Away.

'DIED AT THE HOSPITAL

'Remains to Be Taken to Vic-

: tor for Interment.

'Many Friends Mourn Demise of Old
'\ Timer--Body of C. M, Cronberry
to Be Given Burial at
Missoula.
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(Special Telegram.)
Missoula, April 12.—Mrs. Harriet E.
Cowan. wife of Thomas Cowan, of Victor,
died at the Sisters’ hospital in this city

|vesterday at one o'clock. Deceased was

forty vears of age and leaves a husbhand
lto mourn her demise. She had been ac
'the hospital for the past three months
suffering from blood poisoning in the
hand, and for some time has been grow-
ing worse until death relieved her suf-
fering shortly after the midday hour
vesterday. Her remains will be taken
to Victor today where services will be
held and the remains consigned to their
final rest. Mr. and Mrs. Cowan are old-
‘timers in this part of the state, arriving
here in the early days, and have many
friends who extend to the husband their
gheartfelt sympathy in his hour of be-

i reavement,

The Butte Miner

Sat, Apr 12, 1902 -Page 12
Butte MT
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Victor Native Dies
Suddenly At Home

Victor — Robert Arthur Cowan,

| 73, died suddenly Tuesday mom-
ing at his home, following a period
Jof failing health.

He was bom in Victor, April 9.

| 1853, of ploneer parents. He spenmt

his entire life here except for his
volunteer service in the United
States Army Waorld War L
He was injured serving

Foreign Wars.

ial in the Victor cemetery. The
Whitesitt Mortuary, Stevensville,
has charge of the body.

in
JFrance. He was a member of
{ Ravalli County Post of Veterans of

Ravalli Republic
Thu, Jul 05, 1956 -Page 1

Brother Robert Arthur Cowan (1883-1956)

Hamilton MT
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ROBERT ARTHUR COWAN, 73, DIES AT VICTOR

Robert Arthur Cowan, 73, died at 5:45 Tuesday morn-
ing at his home, following a period of failing health. He|.
was born in Vietor, April 9, 1883, of pioneer parents. He|.
spent his entire life here except for his volunteer service
in the United States Army during World War I when he
was injured serving in France. He was a member of the}
Ravalli County Post of Veterans of Foreign Wars. |

Tuneral services are set for Saturday afternoon in the
Victor Federated Church and burial will be in the Vietor
Cemetry. The Whitesitt Mortuary, Stevensville, is in
charge of arrangements. ~ |

" Mr. Cowan is survived by his widow, Lena Cowen, two
step children, Mrs. Inez Jenson, Whittier, Calif., and Eu-
gene Glasson, Seattle; three sisters, Mrs. Mary Smith and
|Mrs. Ellen Fifield, Victor, and MHWM Jones Bre-
|merton, Wash., and two brothers, Walter Cowan, Hamil- |

ton, and Frank %?)emn, ’Bﬁm, also by a large number

of nieces and nephews, | - e

Marth West Tribune
Thu, Jul 05, 1956 -Page 1

F

Stevensville MT
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Blanche Jones
Taken by Death

Word has been received at
Victor of the death of Mrs.
Blanche (Cowan) Jones, 83, at
 Long  Beach, Calil., where she
was visiting with her daughter,
Mary Ellen. Mrs., Jones had
lived in Seattle for many years,

She lived in Victor as a small
child and had visited here a
year ago, attending the funeral
ol her brother, the late Budge
Cowan.

Survivers  inclugle ‘nughteu
Agnes, Seattle; ‘Mary "Elleh,
Long Beach: and sons George
lidmonds, Wash,, and Billie,

Cowan, Bozeman,

Several nicces and nephews
of Mrs. Jones live in the Bitter
Root.

‘alifornia: one brother, Frank

(l
l
e
h

il * ]

l
h
i
h

|
I
|
|
|

Ravalli Republic
Tue, Jan 02, 1963 -Page 1

Sister Blanche Ophella Cowan Jones (1884-1967) — Hamilton MT
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Blanche Jones

long - time resident of Bremer-
ton, died Tuesday in a hospital

lin Long Beach, Calif. She had

been visiting her daughter, Mrs.

dent of that city.

Mrs. Jones was born in the
Bitterroot Valley in Montana on
Dec. 5, 1884. She moved to
Bremerton in the early 1900's
where she raised her family.
She moved to Seattle in the mid-
1940's and had an apartment
there on Empire Way.

Blanche Jones, 83, a former

Mary Ellen Santavicca, a resi-

R
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Mrs. Jones was a member of

the Royal Neighbors of Ameri-
ca, the Veterans of Foreign
Wwars Auxiliary and the Rebekah
Lodge of Bremerton.

She is survived by two sons,
George R. Jones, Edmonds, and
William _T. Jones, Concord,
Calif.; two other daughters be-
sides Mrs. Santavicca, Mrs.
Agnes E. Larsen, and Mrs. Ed-
ith C. Roesch, both of Seattle;
a brother, Frank Cowan, Boze-
man, Mont.; 13 grandchildren
and 11 great . grandchildren.

Funeral services have been

scheduled for 1 p.m. Saturday |

at Lewis Funeral Chapel. The
Rev. Kenneth Peterson will of-

ficiate. Interment will be at Ivy

Green Cemetery.

Bremerton WA

Kitsap Sun
Thu, Dec 23, 1967 -Page 14
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W. S. Jones
Dies
i In Seattle

e Victor, Dec. 20-~Willlam 8. Jones,
2 178, old<time Victor barber and jus-|
tice of the peace, dled December )|
0 17 at Seattle, according to a mes-
I sage received here by relatives, He
¢ had been in failing health for two
[. yenrs. He and his family moved to
t the coast about 27 years ago and
= lived in Bremerton until moving to
e Seattle last summer,
€ He is survived by his widow, Mrs,
¢ Blanche Cowan Jones, four daugh-
I ters living In Seattle and two sons,
'George, in Alaska, and Billie, In
‘the alr force. A son, Elmer Jones, ||
o lost his lfe while serving in the
Army on Leyte In the Philippine|
Islands last December, Mrs, George
Rowe, Hamilton, is a sister, and
“lanother sister lives in California.
Funeral services were held in Seat-
‘[tle and burial was in Bremerton|
besicde the grave of his son, Walter, The Missoulian
who dled several years ago. Fri, Dec 21, 1945 -Page 6

Missoula MT
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June maintained 1ts reputation for be
ing a month of brides by having the
greatest number of weddings for the
year. Clerk of the Court A, C. Baker
issued fourteen licenses. The month
started out brisk with nine licenses
being granted in ten days, but after
that interest in the matrimonial line
comsmenced to lag,  The licenses:

Junel J. M, Stockman and Sarah
J. Allnutt, both of Hawmilton,

June 6 William A, McElroy and
Laura May Goodrich, both of Hamilton,

June 7 Henry Cowun of Victor and
Evalyn Johnson of Bozeman,

Ravalli Republic
Fri, Jul 07, 1911 -Page 1

Brother George Henry Cowan (1886-1924) — Hamilton MT
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Canyon Creek Schoolhouse
Laboratory People

Along with many other men and women, these people worked at the Canyon Creek Schoolhouse
laboratory during the years 1921-1928 and played important roles in the research on Rocky Mountain
spotted fever (RMSF). Three of them lost their lives researching RMSF during the schoolhouse years.

George Henry Cowan (January 8, 1886- Oct. 29, 1924)

George Cowan was born in Victor, Montana. His A ‘z
parents were among the original White settlers of o f
the area. A field station for studying Rocky B,
Mountain spotted fever (RMSF) was located in
Victor before moving to the Canyon Creek
Schoolhouse laboratory in Hamilton, Montana.

Cowan joined the RMSF investigation in 1913
and was the longest-serving field worker at the
time of his death. The Montana State Board of
Entomology made him deputy chief of tick control
work in 1921, and he continued that work with the
U.S. Public Health Service in the Canyon Creek
Schoolhouse laboratory. Cowan helped to collect
ticks and when he shot a certain mountain goat,
more than a thousand already engorged ticks
were picked off of it. Dr. Roscoe Spencer tested
to see if the ticks caused RMSF, discovered that
ticks had to be fed before they became

infectious, and got the idea to grind the ticks into
an RMSF vaccine. Unfortunately, the vaccine was
not completed before Cowan became ill with
RMSF and died in October 1924.

https://history.nih.gov/display/history/Canyon+Creek+Schoolhouse+Laboratory+100th+A
nniversary+People
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Missoula MT

The Missoulian
Thu, Oct 30, 1924 -Page 4
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mCKl-‘EVEREXPERT‘\
~ISBITTEN, DIES

3
r' Hamilton, Oct. 30.—George H‘.
Cown died at 4 Wednesday morning
i!onomg a few days' illness of spot-
ted fever. Cowan had been field
worker for the entomology station
‘since 1913, beginning at Victor. He is
‘the fourth man to die in the state
while engaged in the work, He was
38 years of age and a native of the
Eitter Root valley, having been borm
at Victor. He is survived by his wife
and two daughters, Doris, S8, and
Phyllis, 4; four brothers and three
gisters. A brother, Elmer, perished
when the Lusitania was sunk by Gera
man submarines. £

The Daily Inter Lake

Elmer died on Tuscania, not Lusitania - Thu, Oct 30, 1924 Page 1

Kalispell MT
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The Butte Daily Post
Thu, Cct 30, 1924 -Page 11

Butte MT

11
Sowan deohnSmlth 1
ht thehome of.Mrs. 1

P ATETRE S Lo
A

tlygxr new home-m the smtthem pirt :
6£t'own Their many friendsextend |,
to them l\earty eongrataations. A

Stevens'u'llle Reqister
Thu, Jul 08, 1915 -Page 1

-

Stevensville MT
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Sister Mary Eliza Cowan Smith (1888-1963)

A marriage license was issued yes-!
terday to John R. Smith and Miss Mary
Cowan, both of Victor. .

The Western News
Fri, Jul 02, 1915 -Page 4

2 .

Stevensville MT
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;| John

zJ R. Slmth
Iahve of

;I Carolina,
Died June 1

0

L]

Tuesday morning at the Dowling ]loggers

£ W. and Ellen Fifield.
1 the house which is still the family '

home and where their children '

were all born. Mr. Smith, affection-
- ately known as “Tarheel,” was one
Funeral services were held on 'of the last of the valley’s old time
. He spent 40 years in
l. chapel for John R. Smith, 84, of |woodsworking and also did con-

I- Vlctor who died suddenly Saturday, | giderable prospecting.

d! June 1 at Daly hospital at 3:10 p.m. : |
. Mr. Smith was a member of the
- Mr. Smith suffered a heart attack th;r 0Odd Fellow lodge and the

0 while working on an irrigation |cantons in Hamilton.

.| ditch with three other men Satur- | Surviving beside the widow are

| Robert Smith was born
‘|May 13, 1879 in Lenoir, N. C. He

.came to the Bitter Root in 1901
l to Victor and it was there that he '
.l married Mary Cowan on July 1,
) 1915, Rev. D. H. Hanson of-
|, ficiated and attendants were Arthur °

He built

e day and died shortly after reach- g ong Zeb and Lennie of Hamilton,

I, ing the hospital. He had been in | Alpert in Victor; daughter Mrs.

t- good health. Rev. Robert Sher- » Leo (Ruth) Kelly, Lawndale, Calif.;

'wood officiated and interment was - sisters Mrs. Neelie Burns, Mrs
1,sin Victor cemetery. Fallbearers | Emma Hauck, both Lenoir; bmth-

d were Harley Sargent, Harold White, " | ers, Zeb, Connelly Springs, N. c.!

I1 chlldren, one great grandclnld

'K field and leham Engler
T toudeh; vufSttar sruduiTnaa.
t Aside from his devotion to his,
liamlly and his attention to woods‘
- work and farming “Tarheel” Smithl
. had two avocations. One was min-
; ing, the other fishing. He was well
wersed in prospecﬁnz and had min-

.108

' adjacent the Curlew. He knew
the river andwasadeptmextuctp
ing fish from

'+ John R. &nith lived longer than
‘most of his contemporaries and |
'hence there remain a smaller cir-
'cle of friends at thc time of his
'deaﬂ)thanbemedatlllesunith.4|
‘But those who knew him rulize
{hisﬁqe haracter, hisindudryhh
integrity, his stubborn insistence |
! cleaving to equity in all

l_‘mmn" He was truly a fine man ' The Westemn News

2. _ae

Wed, Jun 05, 1963 -Page 1

e BT S, N

Hamilton MT
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The Missoulian
Sun, Sep 29, 1963 -Page 12

Missoula MT
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The Missoula Herald
Tue, Mar 03, 1903 -Page 1

Missoula MT
Sister Ellen Sophronia Cowan Fifield (1890-1964) — her husband’s surname is misspelled
as Rifield
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Fifield Rites
Are Conducted

|
1

Funeral services for Mrs Ar-
thur W. Fifield were held Mon-
day afternoon in the Victor Fed-
erated Church, with Rev. John
Hall of Stevensville officiating.
Burial was in the Victor cene-
| tery,

' Pallbears were grandsons Ward
end Mick Fifield, Albert Miller,

' Dan Gow. Jim Personett and
' Thomas Kerr.
Filield passed away

i Mrs
"I‘hursda,\' in Hamilton hospital.

Whitesitt Mortuary in Stevens-
| ville was in charge of arrange-
: ments,

Rawvalli Republic

Man, Mar 23, 1964 -Page 4 i
Hamilton MT

Brother Albert Ashley Cowan (1891-1929) — Find A Grave 11327543
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SLAIN RANCHER
BURIED TODAY

PR et \\‘\"'&S’%

ALBERT COWAN.

The Missoulian

Sun, Dec 29, 1929 -Page 1

DOUBLE. MILITARY

FONERL SERVCE
T VIGTOR ToD

Last Rites to Be Conducted
For Albert Cowan and
John Hill.

Special to The Misoulian,

Hamilton, Dec. 28.--Tonight the
bodles of Albert Cowan and John Hill

‘| lie In state at the Dowling chapel, The

men who were close friends in life now
lle in adjoining rooms awalting the
hour tomorrow when their friends and
dear ones gather to pay their last re-
spects at a double military funeral
to be held at Victor.

Cowan, the vietim of a murderer's
bullet, met death Christmas day and
Hill, & scarcely less tragic end when
death came 3 hours later after 10
days of unconsclousness dues to a
fractured skull suffered in an auto ac-
cident.

Both were ex-service men, 38 years
of age. Cowan visited Hill dally at
the hospital while he served as jury-
man in the last term of court. The
pals hunted together this fall when
the deer season was on. Cowan's
burial will take place at Victor and
Hill's at Corvallls.

Missoula MT




CHRISTMAS HAPPINESS TURNED TO
TRAGEDY WHEN BITTER ROOT VALLEY
RANCHER IS SHOT DOWN BY EMPLOYE

Albert Cowan Dies After Shooting By Wm. Hogue,
19, Who Said He Was {n Love With Mrs. Cowan

-~ -

Hamilton. Dec, 26— @—Buming
with a hopeless love for his em-
plover’s wife, Willlam Hogue turn-
od Christmas happiness into trag-
edy vesterday, shooting down Al-
bert Cowan, Bitter Root valley
rancher, as he was watching a
cream separator & few yards from
where his wife was engaged In
housework. with their two small
daughters playing with  thelr
Christmas presents at her side.

AMrs. Cowan summoned a neigh-
bor who held Hogue until the of-
ficers arrived. At the jall, Sheriff
J. 8 Stokes said Hogue admitted
the shooting. after first saying it
was accidental, telling of his un-!
requitted love for Mrs Cowan and |
declaring. “If T couldn't have her, |
I didn't want him to™

Cowan was shot in the spine|
and died almost immediately,

B v -2 = e -
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“William always & good boy,"|
was his mother's sob-choked tes-
timonial. .

The father Is engineer-inspector
of the air lines at the reduction
works here.

Friends of the youth, who was
we!l thought of here, were able to
corroborate to some degree the
bovs tale of his love for Mrs
Cowan. He apparently had made |
no secret of it and some of his
intimates said it was the only|
reason he remained as*a ranch,

hand. Miles City Star

> Thu, Dec 26, 1929 -Page 10

Miles City MT

== RAVALLI REPUBLIGAN |

F ATAL SHOOTlNG YESTERDAY MORNING

Albert Cowan Shot By His Elghteen-
Year-Old Ranch Hand and Instant-
ly Killed Christmas Morning While
the Victor Rancher Was Operating
a Cream Separator at His Home
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Albert Cowan was shot and al-
most instantly killed Christmas
morning by William Hogue, his hired
man. Cowan was turning the cream
separator in the kitchen of his home
southwest of Vietor when Hogue
stepped from a hall to the kitchen
door and shot him in the back with-
out warning. The bullet pierced
Cowan’'s spine slightly above the
waist and he died about 15 min-
utes later, before a physician could
reach him. The tragedy occurred
about 10:30 o'clock.

Made Confession,

Hogue confessed the shooting in
a signed statement given to Coroner
John W. Dowling and Sheriff Stokes
at the county jail yesterday after-
noon. He said he had loved Cow-
an’s wife for several months, and
while she had given him no en-
couragement, he felt that if he
could not have her he did not want
Cowan to have her, The statement
sald: “I, Willlam Hogue, killed
Albert Cowan, thinking I could get
his wife.” Late last night Hogue
said to the sheriff, the coroner and
a group of newspaper people, that
he had not premeditated the crime,
except that it had flashed into his
mind during the previous night, but
that he had dismissed the idea.
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The next morning he took Cow-
an's gun, a 30-30 Winchester rifle,
and went out into the field to look
for coyotes,, Returning to the house
he gave the gun to Cowan's nine-
year-old daughter Frances and went
into the granary to get feed for the
cows. Later he returned to the
house and went into the hall, where
the guns were Kkept, got the rifle
and killed his employer., He said
he had had no trouble with Cowan.

Came From Anaconda,

Hogue I8 an American youth and
will be 19 years old next April,
Mrs. Cowan is about 18 years his
senior and s known as a hard-
working respectable woman., Cowan
was 38 and a member of one of the
oldest familles In the DBitter Root
valley, >

Mrs. Cowan was at work in the
front part of the house and the two
little girls were playing with thelr
Christmas toys when the shot that
spelled one of the grimmest Christ-
mas tragedies ever recorded rang
out. Mrs. Cowan ran to the kitch-
en o see her husband lying face
down on the floor and Hogue with
the gun still In his hand, “She
screamed,” Hogue told the sheriff,
“but 1 was so crazy | don't remem-
ber what she sald.”  Asked if he
did not regret hix deed instantly, he
replicd that he had regretted it the
moment It was done,

——— i — —

Hogue sald In his talk to the of-
ficers that Mrs. Cowan  screamed
when she found he had whot her
bhusband and that when he reallzed
what he had doné he went to the
telephone and “told Central to get
a dootor.” Mra, Cowan ealled Swift
Chamberlain, thelr nearest nelgh-
bor, and Chamberinin with his wife
and daughter were first on the seene
of the tragedy, Sheriff Stokes and
Dr. Herbort Hayward were fmmedi-
ntely called, but Cowan had passed
away before thelr arrival, and the
coroner was notified.  Chamberiain
had taken the youthful gunman in
charge and prevented his escape be.
fore the oflicers eame, Later when
relatives and nelghbors gathered an
the news of the shooting spread the
sherlff had diffenlty In restraining
some of them from laying violent
hands on Hogue, whom he brought
Immediately to Hamilton, where he
was locked In the woman's eoll of
the county Jall
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Here Since June,

Hogue sald he had Nved In Ana-
condn with his parcnts and two
younger sisters sinee 1918 and that
hia father was a ear Inspector for
the Anaconda Copper Mining Com-
pany. They eame to Anneonda from
Bpirit Lake, Idaho,  Hoe attended
the Annconda high school for three |,
years, coming (o the Hitter Hoot | p
valley for the hay harvest last June, |y
Hinee that time he had  worked o
stondily at the Cowan place and was |L
planning 1o remain there for the g
winter and to trap for furs as o L
gide line. Mo b a slight, blonde b
youlh of average height  with n‘g
slender, sensitive face and sal with '§
his head bowed most of the tme |y

L T R VTR R R - |

when he was being questioned.
When, he was asked about his par-
ents he begged that the news of his
plight be kept from his mother.
“For God's sake don’t tell her, for
it will kill her,” he said.

Albert Cowan was a native of the
Vietor community. His brother
Henry died about five years ago of
spotted fever while he was field
worker for the state board of ento-
mology. Another brother, Elmer,
was drowned when the transport
Lusitania went down off the coast
of Ireland during the World war.
Two brothers, Walter of Seattle and
Arthur of Victor, three sisters, Mrs. |’
Blanche Jones of Bremerton, Wash,,
Mrs. Ellen Fifield and Mrs. J. H.
Smith of Victor, survive with the
widow and two small daughters,
Frances aged nine years and Altha,
a baby of three, Mrs, Edgar Puyear |,
of 303 South Seventh street is a
sister of Mrs. Cowan, The family
of the murdered man was brought
to the Puyear home last night.
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Inquest Today, A

An inquest will probably be held
some time today, Coroner Dowling
stated. County Attorney H. C.
Packer, who was spending Christmas
in  Missoula, was notified of the
tragedy early yesterday by the of-
ficers and returned to Hamilton last
night., As to the time of arraign-
ment for young Hogue nothing has
been settled,

Cowan was drawn as a juryman
during the recent court session and
had spent most of his time in Ham-
ilton the past three weeks, He was
an ex-service man and of powerful
physique and as a youth was well
known as an athlete during high
school days. The body, still clad
in work shirt and overalls, was
brought to the Dowling funeral
home shortly after the tragedy and
no arrangements for the last rites
had been made when The Republi- Ravalli Republic
can went Lo press, Thu, Dec 26, 1929 -Page 1

.

Elmer was drowned on Tuscania, not Lusitania — Hamilton MT

~ M
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Walter Cowan '

Taken by Death

HAMILTON—Walter William
.|Cowan, 72, Hamilton, died
Wednesday in the veteran’s hos-|
.| pital in Minneapolis, Minn,

Mr, Cowan was born Jan. 8,
184, in Victor.

Survivors include his widow,
Ellen. {i

The body is being sent here
for funeral services and burial
under the direction of Dowling

Mortuary.

— o




The Missoulian

Brother Walter William Cowan (1894-1966) - " Jun 0%, 1965 Fage 12

Missoula MT

| WOOD-COWANNUPTIALS

Miss Elva Wood and Walter Cowan
Were Married Wednesday Night
at the Bride's Home.

. Victor, July 1.—Miss Elva Wood,
| daughter of Mr, and Mrs. George
| Wood, and Walter Cowan were mar-
| ried yesterday evening at 6 o'clock
lat the home of the bride's parents
‘|east of Victor, Both bride and
|groom are well known here, where
| they have lived. most of their lives

| and their. many friends wish them

happiness. They went to Missoula - _
i ot i 6 e

" Hamilton MT
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.

Amarriage license was issned Wed-
nesday morning by Deputy Clerk of
Court John Quincy Adams to Miss
Elva Wood and Wllliam Walter ’Cowan '
both of Victor. =N

A e
The Western News

Thu, Jul 01, 1920 -Page & A
Stevensville MT

Rawvalli Republic
Wed, Feb 19, 1936 -Page 2

Hamilton MT
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The Western News
Thu, Mar 26, 1936 -Page 2
s Stevensyville MT
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Morth YWest Tribune
Thu, Mar 26, 1936 -Page 1

Stevensville MT
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Ellen Cowan,
Ex-Resident,
Passes Away

Valley friends were informed
Monday of the death of a fo -
mer reqldent, Mrs. Ellen Co- |
wan, 80, in Fair Oakes, Calif.

‘The woman lived in Victor
d Hamilton for many years
m!ox-e moving to California
about five years ago to make
er home with a daughter, Mrs.
rmoine Soukup. Other sur-
vivors include two sons living
;n California and Washington.
"Funeral rites are planned

-—— e ——

We,dnesday in Olympia, Wash.
4 ____________'_ﬁ

Hamilton MT

Ravalli Republic
Mon, Dec 28, 1970 -Page 2
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Ellen Winter Cowan

The funeral service for Ellen
Winter Cowan will be held in
the Mills and Mills chapel this
Wednesday at one p.m. Officers
of the Olympia Eagles Auxiliary
will conduct the service. Burial
will follow in Forest Memorial
Gardens, Mrs. Cowan died Sun-
day in Sacramento.

Olympia WA

The Olympian
Tue, Dec 29, 1970 -Page 15
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Ellen Winter Cowan

Ellen Winter Cowan died Sun-
day at Sacramento, California.
Mrs. Cowan had lived in Olym-
pia for many years. Surviving
are a daughter, Mrs. Hermione
Soukup, Fair Oaks, California;
two sons: Richard and Gerald,
both of Washington; two sisters,
both of California; eight grand-
children; 11 great - grandchil-
dren. A funeral service will bhe
held in the Mills and Mills
chapel this Wednesday at one
o’clock. Burial will take place
in Forest Memorial Gardens.

The Clympian
Mon, Dec 28, 1970 -Page 15 Olympia WA

. . — — "~ ==l — — —
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AT SCHRADER HOME

Wash., and her parents, Mr, and
Mrs. George Wood, Corvallis, were
‘guest during the week end at the
l me of Mr. and Mrs, Chris Schra-
der of Missoula. Mrs, Cowan is a

'sister of Mrs. Schrader, and is on a

visit at the home of her parents in
the Bitter Root,

s

Mrs. Elva Cowan, Bremerton,

!

The Missoulian
Tue, May 27, 1947 -Page 3

Missoula MT
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FRANK COWAN
Victor Native Now Retired

After Work as Eniomelogist

By LOUISE LANGTON
Frank T. Cowan, USDA
tomologist in charge of
hopner and Mormon ericket 1e-
search at Montana State  Uni-
versity. Bozeman, retired  re-
cently after 41 years of serviee

Orass-

| A world authority on
hopper  and - Mormon  ericket
conirol. he i1s credited with the
research and  work that  have
climingted Mormon ervickets
an  cconomic  threat ranee
Lo crop lands.

o ANer graduation from Vie-
' tor High School in 1919, he at-
tended Montana State, where
he gradoated in 19250 He has
bheen in charge ol the Boze-
nun laboratory sinee July |1,
1952,

i
|
{  During the summer of 1962 he

PSSt

s

10

‘spent several weeks in the Mid-
dle  East  ana  East  Alvica, |
serving as an advisor to  the

Desert Locust Control Orvganiza-
tion. He has worked closely
with the Anti-Locust Research
Centre in London, and the Des-
ert Locust Control of Fast Af-
rca.

|
|

h

<

Cowan was the voungest of
eight children of the Thomas
Cowan family of Victor. His
mother died when he was very
young, and he was raised by a
Isister, Mrs. John (Mary) Smith,
I'rank’s brother, Elmer. was on
the Tuscania when it was
pedoed by the Germans during

World War I. His body was
washed up on the shores of
Scotland, very near where his

father had been born.  Everett
Babbitt and the late
Watters were also on the  1or-
pedoed ship, buat were resened
and Eoer  returned 1o ive
Vietor
l Cowan and s wile have o
con Tom, an entomolosist with
a chemieal  company in Pont
land, and a daughter, Jane. o
lormer model now marrvied 1o o
advertising  executive in Los
‘Ang(-los. Cowan's wife 1s a voeal

music teacher on the campus
in Bozeman.
Vi aala | SUPN an whond sine L

tor- |

Lawrence |
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wEw  meeswsn o rwEmmTes

Frank has a sister, Mrs
Blanche Jones, Scattle, now in
Cher 8Os, and  tseveral)  meces
and nephews in the Bitter Root
Valley. He visited with relatives
in Victor last month,

Mr. and Mrs, Cowan plan to

————

continue to make their home
in Bozeman. In August they wi-,
travel to Braemar, Scotland, for
the “Gathering of the  Scottish
Chins.” -

——— —— - — ———

Ravalli Republic
Wed, Jul 12, 1967 -Page 3

Brother Franklin Thomas Cowan (1901-1996) - S = Hamilton MT




The Missoulian
Fri. May 16, 1924 -Page 5

| Cowan-Ayler Wedding at Bozeman

(Special to The Tribune)

The marriage of two members of
the Junior clase of the Montana
State College, Franklin Cowan o!
Victor and Miss Elva Ayler of
Greencastle, Indlana, which took |
'pllce in Bozeman, April 7th with|°®
.|Rev. H. G. Klemme, pastor of the
Presbyterian church officiating, was
supposed to be a scret until the
close of the college year, but some
of ¢heir friends found it out and
|the mews soon spread among the
: fraternities, the bride belng a mem-
ber of the Pi Beta Phi and the
groom of the Sigma Chi fratern-
IMy.. The numerous friends of bot'
|bride and groom on the college hill
s well as those in the city are
.|extending congratulations and Dest
wishes. Mr. and Mrs. Cowan expect
[to continue their studies for the
rest of the year. Mr. Cowan was
born at Victor and attended Victor
schools and was a graduate of V. .
8. He was = slar performer in all l
itrack meet events. For several

rmLE MAVWY WY wIALVE. vl Suvwolnl

|years he has spent his summer va-
cations assisting Dr. Parker at Ham:
Aton ln&%@%wm “tor
"Ithe State board of omology.

an e . A e

A = a8 M - M - MmM N =]

—

o L v v o~

Marth West Tribune
Fri, May 16, 1924 -Page 1

Stevensville MT
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" "Word has been received of the birth
of a daughter at Bozeman to llr, and

Mrs. Franklin Covun.

- —— Al Mt A e - e A 114

The Butte Miner

Sun, Dec 07, 1924 - 40
Face Butte MT
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Franklin Cowan
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Franklin Cowan

[.cnmie and Albert Smiuth of Vic-
tor have recerved word of the death of
thew uncle. Frankhn Cowan. 94, at a
Bozeman nursing home.

Covwan was the son of Elizabeth
and Tom Cowan and grew up on his
parent’s farm near the old Curlew
Mine northwestof Victor He was one

of nine children. His mother died when
he was about three months old and his
sister, Mary Cowan Smuth, cared tor
her brothers and sisters along with her
father, Tom.
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He graduated trom Victor High
School in 1919, and later graduated
from Montana State College in
Bozeman He went on to become a
nationally known entomologist woork-
g at MSU in Bozeman. as well as i
Colorado for several years Cowan
traveled to Egypt and other countries
overseas workig in grasshopper and
cricket control

Sursiving are a son Tom of Port
land. Ore . a daughter Jane ol Port
land. Ore . and several grandchildren
and nephews and mieces

He was preceded i death by his
wite Elva and a dauzhter-in-law

Ravalli Republic
Tue, Jun 18, 1996 -Page 5

Hamilton MT
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The Missoulian
Wed, Jun 05, 1995 -Page 13

Missoula MT

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

Name: Elmer Luther Cowan
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Name variations:

Military:

On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private

Serial number: Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers in WWI until the
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value.

Entered service from: Victor, Ravalli MT

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Elmer L. Cowan

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: brother-in-law ["in-law" handwritten] John R. Smith, Victor MT
Burial on isle of Islay, Scotland: st buried at Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 61, as
Elmer L. Cowa

Body returned from war on: ret'd on "Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920

Body listed on return ship as: Elmer L. Cowan

Rank: private, Co. D, 20" Engineers

World War | draft registration (1917): b. 3 Oct 1895 Victor MT; res; Victor, Ravalli TX. Single.
Farming, A.W. Fifield, 3 2 miles NW of Victor MT. Tall & slender.

Veterans Administration Military Index:
Enlistment & discharge dates not recorded
Birth date 3 Oct 1895 - death date 6 Feb 1918
Address: Victor MT

Rank/unit: private, Co. D, 20" Engineers

Birth & death:

Born: 3 Oct 1895 Victor, Ravalli MT

Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania

Find A Grave record: 11327603, presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower, has photo
Burial location: Victor, Ravalli MT

Cemetery: Victor

Tombstone: tombstone: Co D 6th Bn. 20th Engineers "Victim of Tuscania disasters"

Father: Thomas Cowan, 13 Jan 1861 Airdrie, Lanarkshire, Scotland -3 Oct 1917 Victor,
Ravalli MT.

Emigrated in 1855.

Obituary: “Ravalli Republic” Friday 12 Oct 1917 p 5 - “Pioneer Resident” - “Thomas Cowan
Lived at Victor Forty Years” — Funeral was held Sunday afternoon for Thomas Cowan, who
died last week Wednesday. His son Albert, a soldier at American Lake WA, was present but
his other son Arthur, in service in Oregon, through “a little misunderstanding,” arrived an
hour after the funeral. Age 66, lived in the Bitter Root Valley nearly 40 years. Survived by his
2 sons inthe Army (Albert & Arthur) & 4 other sons: Henry, Walter, Elmer & Franklin Cowan,
and 3 daughters: Mrs. John Smith [Mary] of Victor, Mrs. Arthur Fifield [Ellen] of Victor & Mrs.
William Jones [Blanche] of Florence.

Buried in Victor Cemetery, Victor, Ravalli MT.

Find A Grave: 11327259
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Mother: Harriet Elizabeth Miller Cowan, 28 Jun 1861 Champaign, Champaign IL-11 Apr
1902 Missoula, Missoula MT.

Daughter of John Henry Miller & Nancy Jane Harper.

Obituary: “Missoulian” 12 Apr 1902 p 5 — Mrs. Harriet E. Cowan, 40, wife of Thomas Cowan
of Victor who is 1 of the Bitter Root Valley’s most prominent citizens, died at noon on 11
Apr at Sisters’ Hospital. She had been ill 2 months, but her fatal illness began almost a year
ago. Following childbirth, she was “taken down” and never left her bed of illness until her
death. Mother of 8 children, who survive, as does her husband. Body was taken to Victor 11
Apr; interment in Victor Cemetery on Sunday, 13 Apr.

“Butte Miner” 12 Apr 1902 p 12 — adds that Sisters’ Hospital is in Missoula MT. She wasiill
in the hospital for 3 months with blood poisoning in her hand. An old-timer, who arrived in
the early days.

Buried in Victor Cemetery, Victor, Ravalli MT.

Find A Grave: 11327470

Parents’ marriage: 1Jun 1879 Diamond, Juab UT

Siblings: Elmer was the second-youngest child

e Elizabeth Alice / Alice Elizabeth Cowan, 12 Dec 1881 Ravalli Co. MT -4 Apr 1882
Ravalli Co. MT. Tombstone: daughter of T. & H.E. Cowan. Buried in Victor Cemetery,
Victor, Ravalli MT. F: 30960581

e Robert Arthur / Arthur Robert Cowan, 9 Apr 1883 Victor, Ravalli Co. MT - 3 Jul 1956
Ravalli Co. MT. - WWI - private 1%t class from MT, Co. D, 16" Infantry. - Husband of
Floy Wills (b. 1889), whom he married on 22 Dec 1912 in Helena, Lewis & Clark MT.
—Husband of Lena (surviving widow). - Obituary: “Missoulian” 4 Jul 1956 p 5 -
Robert Arthur Cowan, 73, died suddenly 3 Jul 1956. Born Victor MT 9 Apr 1883 of
pioneer parents. Spent entire life in Victor except for when he volunteered to serve
in the Army. He was injured serving in France. Member VFW Ravalli. Survived by wife
Lena, 2 stepchildren & 3 sisters: Mrs. Mary Smith & Mrs. Ellen Fifield of Victor & Mrs.
Blanche Jones of Bremerton WA & 2 brothers: Walter Cowan (Hamilton MT) & Frank
Cowan (Bozeman MT). — Buried in Victor Cemetery, Victor, Ravalli MT. F: 11327503

e Blanche Ophelia Cowan Jones, 5 Dec 1884 Hamilton, Ravalli MT — 26 Dec 1967 Long
Beach, Los Angeles CA (or Concord, Contra Costa CA). - Wife of William S. Jones
(1868-1945) whom she married 24 Nov 1903 Hamilton, Ravalli MT. - Obituary of
William Jones: “Missoulian” 21 Dec 1945 p 6 — William S. Jones, 78, old-time Victor
MT barber & justice of the peace, d. 17 Dec 1945 in Seattle. In failing health for 2
years. The family moved to the coast about 27 years ago & they lived in Bremerton
until moving to Seattle last summer. Survived by widow, Blanche Cowan Jones, 4
daughters in Seattle & 2 sons. William & Fred’s son Elmer died in the Philippines
while serving in the Army in Dec 1944. He was buried in Bremerton WA besides the
grave of their son Walter, who died several years ago. (Son Walter A. Jones, 1907-
1928, F: 44022336) buried in lvy Green Cemetery, Bremerton WA, the same
cemetery Blanche is buried in. - Obituary: “Ravalli Republic” 2 Jan 1968 p 1 - Word
was received at Victor MT of the death of Mrs. Blanche (Cowan) Jones, 83, at Long
Beach CA where she was visiting her daughter, Mary Ellen. She had lived in Seattle
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many years & lived in Victor as a small child. She visited here a year ago to attend
the funeral of her brother, Budge Cowan [has to be Walter]. Survived by 2 daughters,
2 sons, nieces & nephews in the area & brother Frank Cowan of Bozeman MT. —
Buried in F: 11221900

George Henry Cowan, 10 Jan 1886 Victor, Ravalli Co. MT - 29 Oct 1924 Ravalli Co.
MT. - Husband of Evelyn Johnson (1891-1955), whom he married 7 Jun 1911 Ravalli
Co. MT. - Died of Rocky Mountain spotted fever; was a field worker for the MT state
board of epidemiology. — Buried in Victor Cemetery, Victor, Ravalli MT. F: 11327521
Mary Eliza Cowan Smith, 29 Mar 1888 Victor, Ravalli MT - 28 Sep 1963 Hamilton,
Ravalli MT.- She raised her siblings & took care of her father after her mother Harriet
died in 1902. Was Elmer’s NOK contact when he sailed on Tuscania. - Wife of John
Robert Smith (1879-1963, F: 125555599), whom she married 1 Jul 1915 in Ravalli
Co. MT. - “Ravalli Republic” 30 Sep 1963 p 1 — Mrs. John R. (Mary) Smith, pioneer
Victor lady, spent all her 75 years in the valley. Born 29 Mar 1888 in Victor MT to Mr.
& Mrs. Tom Cowan, who had moved to the Bitter Root Valley from UT in 1879. She
was born & raised on the old Curlew ranch northwest of Victor. She married John R.
Smith on 3 Jul 1915 in Victor. They established their family in the SW corner of Victor
& she lived there until her death. Husband John, a longtime logger & rancher, d. Jun
1963. Survived by 3 sons, 1 daughter, 2 brothers: Walter Cowan (Hamilton MT) &
Frank Cowan (Bozeman MT) & 2 sisters: Mrs. Ellen Fifield (Victor MT) & Mrs. Blanche
Jones (Seattle WA). — Buried in Victor Cemetery, Victor, Ravalli MT. F: 125555637
Ellen Sophrona Cowan Fifield, 12 Apr 1890 Wisdom, Beaverhead MT - 19 Mar 1964
Ravalli Co. MT. - Wife of Arthur Ward Fifield (1988-1970), whom she married 3 Mar
1908 in Missoula Co. MT. - Buried in Victor Cemetery, Victor, Ravalli MT. F:
31498078

Albert Ashley Cowan, 25 Oct 1891 Victor, Ravalli MT — 25 Dec 1929 Victor, Ravalli
MT.- Shot to death in the back on Christmas Day by his 17-year-old hired man
William Hogue, who was in love with Albert’s wife (who did not return his affection).
Hogue’s trial was held the next day (26 Dec) & he was on his way to the MT state
penitentiary at Deer Lodge MT to serve a life sentence that afternoon. Hogue killed
himself at the MT state hospital at Anaconda in 1936. - Albert served in WWI from
MT as a battalion sergeant major, 548" Field Artillery, 91° Division. — Albert is buried
in Victor Cemetery with his wife, Gladys Mildred Kearns (1893-1964), whom he
married 5 May 1919 in Missoula Co. MT. - Death: “Ravalli Republic” 26 Dec 1929 p 1
— Albert Cowan was shot Christmas morning & died almost instantly. He was shot
by his 18-year-old [he was 17] ranch hand William Hogue. Albert was turning the
cream separator in the kitchen of his home SW of Victor when Hogue stepped from
the hall to the kitchen door at 10:30 a.m. & without any warning shot Albert in the
back. The bullet pierced his spine slightly above the waist & he died about 15
minutes later. Hogue confirmed in a signed statement to Coroner John W. Dowling
& Sheriff Stokes at the county jail on the afternoon of 25 Dec that he had loved Mrs.
Cowan for several months but she gave him no encouragement. He felt if he could
not have her, then he did not want Albert to have her. Hogue thought about killing
Cowan the night before (Christmas Eve). On Christmas morning, he took Cowan’s
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gun —a 30-30 Winchester rifle — and went out to shoot coyotes. Returning to the
house, he gave the rifle to Cowan’s 9-year-old daughter Frances & went to the
granary to get feed for the cows. Then he returned to the hall, took the gun & fired.
Hogue will be 19 years old [incorrect, would be 18] in Apr 1930. Mrs. Cowan is about
18 years older than Hogue, a hard-working, respectable woman. Albert, age 38, was
a member of one of the oldest families in the Bitter Root Valley. Mrs. Cowan was at
work in the front of the house while her 2 little girls played with their Christmas toys
“when the shot that spelled one of the grimmest Christmas tragedies ever
recorded” happened. She ran to the kitchen, saw her husband face-down on the
floor & Hogue holding the gun & began screaming. Hogue said he regretted his
action instantly & phoned Central to send a doctor. Mrs. Cowan called their closest
neighbor, Swift Chamberlain, who came to the Cowan house with his wife &
daughter. Chamberlain prevented Hogue from leaving. The sheriff had trouble
restraining others from violence toward Hogue, who was taken immediately to
Hamilton MT. Hogue asked the officers not to tell his mother, as it would kill her.
Albert was born in Victor. His brother Harry died about 5 years ago of spotted fever;
was a field worker for the state board of epidemiology. His brother Elmer drowned
on the “Lusitania” [sic/”Tuscania”] off the coast of Ireland in WWI. Survived by 2
brothers: Walter Cowan (Seattle) & Arthur Cowan (Victor) & 3 sisters: Mrs. Blanche
Jones (Bremerton WA), Mrs. Ellen Fifield & Mrs. J.H. Smith (Victor). He is survived by
his wife & 2 daughters: Frances (9) & Altha (3). Albert was on the jury during the
recent court season & spent most of the past 3 weeks in Hamilton. He was a WWI
veteran, with a powerful physique, an athlete in high school. His body was brought
to town clad in his work shirt & overalls. - The trial: “Ravalli Republic” Thursday, 2
Jan 1930 p 1 —William Hogue was sentenced to life in prison by Judge J.M. Self last
Thursday afternoon [Dec 27, 2 days after the murder], to be served at the state
prison at Deer Lodge MT. Hogue pled guilty to murder in the 15 degree. When asked
by the judge after each witness testified if the statements were true, he nodded. Did
not have a defense or ask for any legal delays. Made no statement. “Missoulian”
Thursday 2 Jan 1930 p 5 — “Hogue is Youngest ‘Lifer’ in Prison” — 17-year-old William
Hogue of Anaconda is in the prison at Deer Lodge MT. He killed the man who stood
between him & the man’s pretty 37-year-old wife. He is the youngest murderer ever
received at the prison to serve a life term. Hogue was brought to Deer Lodge Friday
after pleading guilty in district court at Hamilton to the murder of Albert Cowan. The
youth had developed a passion for Albert’s wife. Albert was killed while playing with
his 2 children on the floor. Hogue was rushed to the prison by Ravalli Co. officers
who feared the high feeling of Victor residents might become mob violence. Hogue
waived all legal delays. The boy’s mother, Mrs. John E. Hogue of Anaconda, says her
son should not bear all the onus of the crime & demanded an investigation. She said
Mrs. Cowan should have sent her son away “as soon as she learned that the youth
had developed for her the searing passion which flamed into murder.” She was
refused permission to see her son yesterday, as it was not a visiting day. -
“Missoulian” 27 Dec 1929 p 1 & 2 — has numerous articles — William Hogue, who will
be 18 next April, arrived in Missoula MT on 26 Dec on his way to the state
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penitentiary at Deer Lodge. Smoking a cigarette, he no longer looked like the
“broken, hopeless, friendless” boy who was arrested. He talked freely, blaming the
murder on his own infatuation with a woman who did not encourage him. He does
not think Albert knew anything about his affection. Mrs. Cowan refused to leave her
husband for him. Hogue “got weak” when the couple showed affection to each
other. Since the judge did not believe in capital punishment, he sentenced Hogue to
life while the judge was crying. Mrs. Cowan had asked for the death penalty., When
Mrs. Cowan called neighbor Swift Chamberlain, she was incoherent. When
Chamberlain came to the house, the oldest daughter Altha (younger daughter) told
him, “Bill shot Daddy.” Mrs. Cowan was holding the rifle & pointing at Hogue, saying
“He did it, he did it.” Chamberlain would not allow Hogue to go upstairs. Hogue was
born 9 Apr 1912 in Spirit Lake ID & was thrown out of his house by his father who
had whipped him. Mrs. Cowan said, who did not appear at the trial, which lasted
just over an hour, said she had no feeling for Hogue other than an interestin
someone who had lived with the family for several months. Hogue said he wanted to
get to prison before his mother saw him. He was not bitter about his father but
didn’t get on well with him. He was whisked out of town due to threats from friends
of the “big friendly Albert Cowan.” - Hogue’s suicide: “Billings Gazette” 2 Aug 1936
p 14 - William Hogue, 24, Anaconda MT, was found dead on the hospital grounds of
the MT State Hospital at Warm Springs of a self-inflicted shotgun wound. He was
transferred Dec 1935 from the Deer Lodge penitentiary where he was serving a life
term to the state hospital. He was found dead last Friday, 31 Aug 1936, by the
painters with whom he was working. William Joseph Hogue’s Find A Grave record
says he was doing a painting job at the Weber home on the hospital grounds. Left
alone at lunch break, he went into the house, got a shotgun, left an unsigned suicide
note & killed himself with the owner’s gun. The obituary on his Find A Grave record
(206178265) does not mention the murder or the suicide or the penitentiary — says
he was a patient at the state hospital and was found dead of a gunshot wound. -
Buried in Victor Cemetery, Victor, Ravalli MT. F: 11327543

Walter William (“Budge”) Cowan, 8 Jan 1894 Victor, Ravalli MT - 8 Jun 1966 Ravalli
Co. MT. US Marine Corps in WWI. - Married 30 Jun 1920 in Victor MT to Elva Alice
Wood (1903-1995). - Buried in Victor Cemetery, Victor, Ravalli MT. F: 11327579
Franklin Thomas (“Frank) Cowan, 21 Aug 1901 Victor, Ravalli MT - 1996 Bozeman,
Gallatin MT. - Husband of Mary Elva Ayler (1903-1995), whom he married 7 Apr 1924
in Bozeman, Gallatin MT. - Marriage: “Missoulian” (Missoula MT) 16 May 1924 p 5 -
Two juniors at MT State, Franklin Cowan of Victor & Miss Elva Ayler of Greencastle
IN, were married 7 Apr 1924 in Bozeman. The wedding was supposed to be kept
secret but fraternity & sorority members told. Both will continue their studies.
Franklin was born in Victor & graduated from Victor High School, where he was a
star performer in track meets. For several years he has spent his summers as an
assistant to Dr. Parker at Hamilton MT & Victor MT in field work for the state board of
epidemiology. - Obituary: “Ravalli Republic” 18 Jun 1996 p 5 - photo - Lennie &
Albert Smith received word of the death of their uncle, Franklin Cowan, 94, at a
Bozeman MT nursing home. Son of Elizabeth & Tom Cowan, he grew up on the
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Cowan farm near the old Curlew Mine northwest of Victor. He was 1 of 9 children;
his mother died when he was 3 months old. He was cared for by his sister, Mary
Cowan Smith, who cared for her siblings as well as her father. Graduate Victor High
School 1919. Graduate of MT State University, Bozeman. Nationally known
epidemiologist working at MT State University & in Colorado. Traveled to Egypt &
other countries, for grasshopper & cricket control. Survived by son & daughter;
preceded in death by wife Elva. Retirement: “Ravalli Republic” 12 Jul 1967 p 3 -
Frank T. Cowan, USDA epidemiologist in charge of grasshopper & Mormon cricket
research at MT State University, Bozeman, retired recently after 41 years. World
authority on grasshopper & Mormon cricket control. Credited with research & work
that have eliminated the Mormon cricket as an economic threat to range & crop
lands. Graduate of Victor High School 1919. Attended MT State University &
graduated in 1925. In charge of Bozeman laboratory since 1 Jul 1952, In summer
1962 spent several weeks in the Middle East & East African advising the Desert
Locust Control Organization. Worked with the Anti-Locust Research Centre, London
& Desert Locust Control of East Africa. Youngest of 8 children in the Thomas Cowan
family of Victor. His mother died when he was very young & he was raised by his
sister, Mrs. John (Mary) Smith. His brother Elmer was on the Tuscania when it was
torpedoed; Elmer’s body washed up on the shores of Scotland, very near where his
father had been born. Everett Babbitt & the late Lawrence Watters survived the
Tuscania & returned to Victor. Cowan & his wife have a son who is an entomologist
& a married daughter who is a former model. His wife teaches vocal music at MT
State University. His sister, Mrs. Blanche Jones of Seattle, is in her 80s. He has
nieces & nephews in the Bitter Root Valley & visited relatives in Victor last month.
The couple plans to live in Bozeman. In Aug he will attend the “Gathering of the
Scottish Clans” in Braemar, Scotland.

Notes:
Wartime:

"Anaconda [MT] Standard" 14 Feb 1918 p 10 - Victor High School track star, b. Victor MT
Sep 1895. Died at age 22 years, 5 months. Born & raised in the valley. His father d. in Victor
30ct 1917, his mother has been dead over 17 years. Survived by 5 brothers (2 of them in
the in Army)

"Butte Miner" 14 Feb 1918 p 3 - b. Victor MT on Sep 1895, d. age 22 years, 5 months. Reared
& educated in the valley. Victor High School graduate, where he was an athletic starin
track & field, was individual champion of Ravalli interscholastic in 1916. His father d. in
Victor 20 Oct 1917 & Victor enlisted a few weeks later. His mother died over 17 years ago.
Survived by 5 brothers (2 of whom are overseas in the Army) - W.J., G.H. & Frank of Victor
MT & Arthur & Albert overseas.
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From Marilyn C. Gahm’s “The Sinking of the Tuscania” (www.tuscaniamemorial.org), page
192:

Captain David Davis Hall of the 20" Engineers wrote the brother of casualty Elmer Luther
Cowan of Montana three months after the sinking, in May 1918. Cowan “in fine spirits” had
marched to the lifeboat with coolness, got into his assigned boat, and got safely away from
the ship. “All went well with the boat until the shores of the Isle of Islay were reached.” The
sea had become very rough and Cowan’s boat was broken to pieces on the rocks at2 a.m.
on February 6. Their lifebelts, wrote Hall, were of little use on the rocky coast. Cowan’s
body was recovered the next morning.

“Daily Missoulian” 19 May 1918 — “Victor Athlete Among First to Give His Life in War
Against Prussianism” - residents of the Bitter Root Valley & Missoula will not forget very
soon the shock of the news of the death of Elmer L. Cowan, a senior in Victor High School
when he enlisted, where he was the star athlete. He won the individual championship
trophy at the Ravalli County track meet in spring 1916 & received the trophy cup & many
medals. When the 1% call came to join the Army, his older brothers were among the first to
enlist. “The glories of high school victories lost some of their significance to the boy who
was beginning to view life with a broader vision. But there was a father, whose health was
failing, to consider, and the boy quietly made the sacrifice and remained at home.” When
his father died, he enlisted.

“Missoulian” 8 Apr 1967 p 5 - an old newspaper was found from Feb 1918 about the 1° loss
of men in WWI from Ravalli Co. Two enlisted men were lost at sea off Scotland. One was
Marcus Barrett Cook, son of Mr. & Mrs. Frank Cook of Como MT. This was the 2" tragedy
for the Cook family; Marcus’s brother Hiram had drowned while fishing in the Yellowstone
River. Elmer L. Cowan was a member of the pioneer Cowan family of Victor, and was
finishing high school when he enlisted. His family also had tragic deaths. Brother Henry
Cowan, a worker for Rocky Mountain Laboratory when it was state-operated, died of Rocky
Mountain spotted fever in the 1920s and brother Albert Cowan was shot to death in his
Victor home on Christmas Day in 1929.

Post-war:

“Mlssoulian” (Missoula MT) 3 Nov 1944 p 8 —Victor MT, 2 Nov 1944 — Mr. & Mrs. Walter
Cowan & Mr. & Mrs. Herman Bunker of Bremerton WA visited the homes of John Smith
[Mary Cowan] & George Wood. Franklin Cowan of Bozeman MT arrived Monday at the
Smith home & accompanied the men on a hunting expedition. Walter & Frank are brothers

of Mrs. Smith & Arthur Cowan.

Obituary:

Censuses:


http://www.tuscaniamemorial.org/
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1900 townships 8 & 9, Ravalli Co. MT - conducted

Thomas Cowan, 49 Scotland, Jan 1851, parents b. Scotland, married 21 years, miner, of
ore

HarrietE., 38 1L, Jun 1861, father b. Germany, mother b. OH, gave birth to 9 children, 8 are
living

Robert A., 17 MT, Apr 1883, farm laborer

Blanche O., 15 MT, Dec 1884

George H., 14 MT, Jan 1886

Mary E., 12 MT, Mar 1888

Sophronia E., 10 MT, Apr 1890

Albert A., 8 MT, Oct 1891

William W., 6 MT, Jan 1894

ElmerS., 4 MT, Oct 1895

1910 Corvallis, Ravalli MT — SW of Victor - conducted

Thomas Cowen [sic], 59 Scotland, widowed, emigrated 1884, naturalized, mining & miner
Henry, 24 MT, farmer, farm [George Henry]

Mary, 23 MT

Albert, 18 MT

Walter, 15 MT

Elmer, 13 MT

Franklin, 9 MT

All the children: father b. Scotland, mother b. IN



