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TUSCANia 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Cowan, Elmer Luther 

1895 MT – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 

 
Elmer Luther Cowan – from Find A Grave 11327603 
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WWI draft registration 5 Jun 1917 in Ravalli Co. MT 
 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index -  
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US American Expeditionary Forces deaths -  
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Elmer Luther Cowan’s grave #6, in the center, at Kilnaughton, isle of Islay, Scotland 
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“Victim of Tuscania Disaster” – Elmer Luther Cowan’s grave in Victor MT 

 

Life: 
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Brothers Albert Ashley Cowan & Elmer Luther Cowan registered for draft - 

 Hamilton MT 
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Stevensville MT 
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Missoula MT 
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  Missoula MT 
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  Hamilton MT 
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Stevensville WI 
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  Missoula MT 
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22 
 



23 
 



24 
 



25 
 

 



26 
 

Hamilton MT 
 

 Hamilton MT 
 

 
Hamilton MT 

 



27 
 

 

 Hamilton MT 
 



28 
 

 Wolf Point MT 
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29 
 



30 
 

 Hamilton MT 
 

 
Hamilton MT 

 

 Hamilton MT 
 



31 
 

  Missoula MT 
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Fairfield MT 
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  Missoula MT 
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 Billings MT 
Fact-check: There were only American – but not British – troops aboard Tuscania 
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  Fort Benton MT 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Father 
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Mother  
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 Missoula MT 
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  Butte MT 
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 Hamilton MT 
Brother Robert Arthur Cowan (1883-1956) 
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 Stevensville MT 
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Sister Blanche Ophelia Cowan Jones (1884-1967) – Hamilton MT 

 



46 
 



47 
 

 
Bremerton WA 
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Missoula MT 
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Brother George Henry Cowan (1886-1924) – Hamilton MT 
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https://history.nih.gov/display/history/Canyon+Creek+Schoolhouse+Laboratory+100th+A

nniversary+People 
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Missoula MT 
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Elmer died on Tuscania, not Lusitania -  
Kalispell MT 
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 Butte MT 
 

 

  Stevensville MT 
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Sister Mary Eliza Cowan Smith (1888-1963)  
 
 

 Stevensville MT 
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Hamilton MT 
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Missoula MT 
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 Missoula MT 
Sister Ellen Sophronia Cowan Fifield (1890-1964) – her husband’s surname is misspelled 

as Rifield 
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 Hamilton MT 

 

 
Brother Albert Ashley Cowan (1891-1929) – Find A Grave 11327543 

 



62 
 

 Missoula MT 
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Miles City MT 
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Elmer was drowned on Tuscania, not Lusitania – Hamilton MT 
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Brother Walter William Cowan (1894-1966) -  
Missoula MT 

 

 
Hamilton MT 
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 Stevensville MT 
 

 Hamilton MT 
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  Stevensville MT 
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Hamilton MT 
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Olympia WA 
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  Olympia WA 
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Missoula MT 
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Brother Franklin Thomas Cowan (1901-1996) -  Hamilton MT 
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Stevensville MT 
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 Hamilton MT 
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 Missoula MT 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 
 

 
Name: Elmer Luther Cowan 
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Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers in WWI until the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value. 
Entered service from: Victor, Ravalli MT 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Elmer L. Cowan 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  brother-in-law ["in-law" handwritten] John R. Smith, Victor MT 
Burial on isle of Islay, Scotland:  st buried at Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 61, as 
Elmer L. Cowa 
Body returned from war on:  ret'd on "Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920 
Body listed on return ship as:  Elmer L. Cowan 
Rank: private, Co. D, 20th Engineers 
World War I draft registration (1917): b. 3 Oct 1895 Victor MT; res; Victor, Ravalli TX. Single. 
Farming, A.W. Fifield, 3 ½ miles NW of Victor MT. Tall & slender. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlistment & discharge dates not recorded 
Birth date 3 Oct 1895 – death date 6 Feb 1918  
Address: Victor MT 
Rank/unit: private, Co. D, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 3 Oct 1895 Victor, Ravalli MT  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania  
Find A Grave record: 11327603, presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower, has photo 
Burial location: Victor, Ravalli MT 
Cemetery: Victor 
Tombstone: tombstone: Co D 6th Bn. 20th Engineers "Victim of Tuscania disasters" 
 
Father: Thomas Cowan, 13 Jan 1861 Airdrie, Lanarkshire, Scotland – 3 Oct 1917 Victor, 
Ravalli MT.  
Emigrated in 1855.  
Obituary: “Ravalli Republic” Friday 12 Oct 1917 p 5 – “Pioneer Resident” – “Thomas Cowan 
Lived at Victor Forty Years” – Funeral was held Sunday afternoon for Thomas Cowan, who 
died last week Wednesday. His son Albert, a soldier at American Lake WA, was present but 
his other son Arthur, in service in Oregon, through “a little misunderstanding,” arrived an 
hour after the funeral.  Age 66, lived in the Bitter Root Valley nearly 40 years. Survived by his 
2 sons in the Army (Albert & Arthur) & 4 other sons: Henry, Walter, Elmer & Franklin Cowan, 
and 3 daughters: Mrs. John Smith [Mary] of Victor, Mrs. Arthur Fifield [Ellen] of Victor & Mrs. 
William Jones [Blanche] of Florence. 
Buried in Victor Cemetery, Victor, Ravalli MT. 
Find A Grave: 11327259 
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Mother:  Harriet Elizabeth Miller Cowan, 28 Jun 1861 Champaign, Champaign IL – 11 Apr 
1902 Missoula, Missoula MT.  
Daughter of John Henry Miller & Nancy Jane Harper.  
Obituary: “Missoulian” 12 Apr 1902 p 5 – Mrs. Harriet E. Cowan, 40, wife of Thomas Cowan 
of Victor who is 1 of the Bitter Root Valley’s most prominent citizens, died at noon on 11 
Apr at Sisters’ Hospital. She had been ill 2 months, but her fatal illness began almost a year 
ago. Following childbirth, she was “taken down” and never left her bed of illness until her 
death. Mother of 8 children, who survive, as does her husband. Body was taken to Victor 11 
Apr; interment in Victor Cemetery on Sunday, 13 Apr. 
 “Butte Miner” 12 Apr 1902 p 12 – adds that Sisters’ Hospital is in Missoula MT. She was ill 
in the hospital for 3 months with blood poisoning in her hand. An old-timer, who arrived in 
the early days. 
Buried in Victor Cemetery, Victor, Ravalli MT. 
Find A Grave: 11327470 
Parents’ marriage:  1 Jun 1879 Diamond, Juab UT 
 
Siblings: Elmer was the second-youngest child 

• Elizabeth Alice / Alice Elizabeth Cowan, 12 Dec 1881 Ravalli Co. MT – 4 Apr 1882 
Ravalli Co. MT. Tombstone: daughter of T. & H.E. Cowan. Buried in Victor Cemetery, 
Victor, Ravalli MT. F: 30960581 

• Robert Arthur / Arthur Robert Cowan, 9 Apr 1883 Victor, Ravalli Co. MT – 3 Jul 1956 
Ravalli Co. MT. - WWI – private 1st class from MT, Co. D, 16th Infantry. - Husband of 
Floy Wills (b. 1889), whom he married on 22 Dec 1912 in Helena, Lewis & Clark MT. 
– Husband of Lena (surviving widow). - Obituary: “Missoulian” 4 Jul 1956 p 5 – 
Robert Arthur Cowan, 73, died suddenly 3 Jul 1956. Born Victor MT 9 Apr 1883 of 
pioneer parents. Spent entire life in Victor except for when he volunteered to serve 
in the Army. He was injured serving in France. Member VFW Ravalli. Survived by wife 
Lena, 2 stepchildren & 3 sisters: Mrs. Mary Smith & Mrs. Ellen Fifield of Victor & Mrs. 
Blanche Jones of Bremerton WA & 2 brothers: Walter Cowan (Hamilton MT) & Frank 
Cowan (Bozeman MT). – Buried in Victor Cemetery, Victor, Ravalli MT. F: 11327503 

• Blanche Ophelia Cowan Jones, 5 Dec 1884 Hamilton, Ravalli MT – 26 Dec 1967 Long 
Beach, Los Angeles CA (or Concord, Contra Costa CA). - Wife of William S. Jones 
(1868-1945) whom she married 24 Nov 1903 Hamilton, Ravalli MT. - Obituary of 
William Jones: “Missoulian” 21 Dec 1945 p 6 – William S. Jones, 78, old-time Victor 
MT barber & justice of the peace, d. 17 Dec 1945 in Seattle. In failing health for 2 
years. The family moved to the coast about 27 years ago & they lived in Bremerton 
until moving to Seattle last summer. Survived by widow, Blanche Cowan Jones, 4 
daughters in Seattle & 2 sons. William & Fred’s son Elmer died in the Philippines 
while serving in the Army in Dec 1944. He was buried in Bremerton WA besides the 
grave of their son Walter, who died several years ago. (Son Walter A. Jones, 1907-
1928, F: 44022336) buried in Ivy Green Cemetery, Bremerton WA, the same 
cemetery Blanche is buried in.  - Obituary: “Ravalli Republic” 2 Jan 1968 p 1 – Word 
was received at Victor MT of the death of Mrs. Blanche (Cowan) Jones, 83, at Long 
Beach CA where she was visiting her daughter, Mary Ellen. She had lived in Seattle 
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many years & lived in Victor as a small child. She visited here a year ago to attend 
the funeral of her brother, Budge Cowan [has to be Walter]. Survived by 2 daughters, 
2 sons, nieces & nephews in the area & brother Frank Cowan of Bozeman MT. – 
Buried in                                                           F: 11221900 

• George Henry Cowan, 10 Jan 1886 Victor, Ravalli Co. MT – 29 Oct 1924 Ravalli Co. 
MT. - Husband of Evelyn Johnson (1891-1955), whom he married 7 Jun 1911 Ravalli 
Co. MT. – Died of Rocky Mountain spotted fever; was a field worker for the MT state 
board of epidemiology. – Buried in Victor Cemetery, Victor, Ravalli MT. F: 11327521 

• Mary Eliza Cowan Smith, 29 Mar 1888 Victor, Ravalli MT – 28 Sep 1963 Hamilton, 
Ravalli MT.- She raised her siblings & took care of her father after her mother Harriet 
died in 1902. Was Elmer’s NOK contact when he sailed on Tuscania.  - Wife of John 
Robert Smith (1879-1963, F: 125555599), whom she married 1 Jul 1915 in Ravalli 
Co. MT. - “Ravalli Republic” 30 Sep 1963 p 1 – Mrs. John R. (Mary) Smith, pioneer 
Victor lady, spent all her 75 years in the valley. Born 29 Mar 1888 in Victor MT to Mr. 
& Mrs. Tom Cowan, who had moved to the Bitter Root Valley from UT in 1879. She 
was born & raised on the old Curlew ranch northwest of Victor. She married John R. 
Smith on 3 Jul 1915 in Victor. They established their family in the SW corner of Victor 
& she lived there until her death. Husband John, a longtime logger & rancher, d. Jun 
1963. Survived by 3 sons, 1 daughter, 2 brothers: Walter Cowan (Hamilton MT) & 
Frank Cowan (Bozeman MT) & 2 sisters: Mrs. Ellen Fifield (Victor MT) & Mrs. Blanche 
Jones (Seattle WA). – Buried in Victor Cemetery, Victor, Ravalli MT. F: 125555637 

• Ellen Sophrona Cowan Fifield, 12 Apr 1890 Wisdom, Beaverhead MT – 19 Mar 1964 
Ravalli Co. MT. - Wife of Arthur Ward Fifield (1988-1970), whom she married 3 Mar 
1908 in Missoula Co. MT. - Buried in Victor Cemetery, Victor, Ravalli MT. F: 
31498078 

• Albert Ashley Cowan, 25 Oct 1891 Victor, Ravalli MT – 25 Dec 1929 Victor, Ravalli 
MT.-  Shot to death in the back on Christmas Day by his 17-year-old hired man 
William Hogue, who was in love with Albert’s wife (who did not return his affection). 
Hogue’s trial was held the next day (26 Dec) & he was on his way to the MT state 
penitentiary at Deer Lodge MT to serve a life sentence that afternoon. Hogue killed 
himself at the MT state hospital at Anaconda in 1936. - Albert served in WWI from 
MT as a battalion sergeant major, 548th Field Artillery, 91st Division. – Albert is buried 
in Victor Cemetery with his wife, Gladys Mildred Kearns (1893-1964), whom he 
married 5 May 1919 in Missoula Co. MT. - Death: “Ravalli Republic” 26 Dec 1929 p 1 
– Albert Cowan was shot Christmas morning & died almost instantly. He was shot 
by his 18-year-old [he was 17] ranch hand William Hogue. Albert was turning the 
cream separator in the kitchen of his home SW of Victor when Hogue stepped from 
the hall to the kitchen door at 10:30 a.m. & without any warning shot Albert in the 
back. The bullet pierced his spine slightly above the waist & he died about 15 
minutes later. Hogue confirmed in a signed statement to Coroner John W. Dowling 
& Sheriff Stokes at the county jail on the afternoon of 25 Dec that he had loved Mrs. 
Cowan for several months but she gave him no encouragement. He felt if he could 
not have her, then he did not want Albert to have her. Hogue thought about killing 
Cowan the night before (Christmas Eve). On Christmas morning, he took Cowan’s 
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gun – a 30-30 Winchester rifle – and went out to shoot coyotes. Returning to the 
house, he gave the rifle to Cowan’s 9-year-old daughter Frances & went to the 
granary to get feed for the cows. Then he returned to the hall, took the gun & fired. 
Hogue will be 19 years old [incorrect, would be 18] in Apr 1930. Mrs. Cowan is about 
18 years older than Hogue, a hard-working, respectable woman. Albert, age 38, was 
a member of one of the oldest families in the Bitter Root Valley. Mrs. Cowan was at 
work in the front of the house while her 2 little girls played with their Christmas toys 
“when the shot that spelled one of the grimmest Christmas tragedies ever 
recorded” happened. She ran to the kitchen, saw her husband face-down on the 
floor & Hogue holding the gun & began screaming. Hogue said he regretted his 
action instantly & phoned Central to send a doctor. Mrs. Cowan called their closest 
neighbor, Swift Chamberlain, who came to the Cowan house with his wife & 
daughter. Chamberlain prevented Hogue from leaving. The sheriff had trouble 
restraining others from violence toward Hogue, who was taken immediately to 
Hamilton MT. Hogue asked the officers not to tell his mother, as it would kill her. 
Albert was born in Victor. His brother Harry died about 5 years ago of spotted fever; 
was a field worker for the state board of epidemiology. His brother Elmer drowned 
on the “Lusitania” [sic/”Tuscania”] off the coast of Ireland in WWI. Survived by 2 
brothers: Walter Cowan (Seattle) & Arthur Cowan (Victor) & 3 sisters: Mrs. Blanche 
Jones (Bremerton WA), Mrs. Ellen Fifield & Mrs. J.H. Smith (Victor). He is survived by 
his wife & 2 daughters: Frances (9) & Altha (3). Albert was on the jury during the 
recent court season & spent most of the past 3 weeks in Hamilton. He was a WWI 
veteran, with a powerful physique, an athlete in high school. His body was brought 
to town clad in his work shirt & overalls. - The trial: “Ravalli Republic” Thursday, 2 
Jan 1930 p 1 – William Hogue was sentenced to life in prison by Judge J.M. Self last 
Thursday afternoon [Dec 27, 2 days after the murder], to be served at the state 
prison at Deer Lodge MT. Hogue pled guilty to murder in the 1st degree. When asked 
by the judge after each witness testified if the statements were true, he nodded. Did 
not have a defense or ask for any legal delays. Made no statement. “Missoulian” 
Thursday 2 Jan 1930 p 5 – “Hogue is Youngest ‘Lifer’ in Prison” – 17-year-old William 
Hogue of Anaconda is in the prison at Deer Lodge MT. He killed the man who stood 
between him & the man’s pretty 37-year-old wife. He is the youngest murderer ever 
received at the prison to serve a life term. Hogue was brought to Deer Lodge Friday 
after pleading guilty in district court at Hamilton to the murder of Albert Cowan. The 
youth had developed a passion for Albert’s wife. Albert was killed while playing with 
his 2 children on the floor. Hogue was rushed to the prison by Ravalli Co. officers 
who feared the high feeling of Victor residents might become mob violence. Hogue 
waived all legal delays. The boy’s mother, Mrs. John E. Hogue of Anaconda, says her 
son should not bear all the onus of the crime & demanded an investigation. She said 
Mrs. Cowan should have sent her son away “as soon as she learned that the youth 
had developed for her the searing passion which flamed into murder.” She was 
refused permission to see her son yesterday, as it was not a visiting day. - 
“Missoulian” 27 Dec 1929 p 1 & 2 – has numerous articles – William Hogue, who will 
be 18 next April, arrived in Missoula MT on 26 Dec on his way to the state 
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penitentiary at Deer Lodge. Smoking a cigarette, he no longer looked like the 
“broken, hopeless, friendless” boy who was arrested. He talked freely, blaming the 
murder on his own infatuation with a woman who did not encourage him. He does 
not think Albert knew anything about his affection. Mrs. Cowan refused to leave her 
husband for him. Hogue “got weak” when the couple showed affection to each 
other. Since the judge did not believe in capital punishment, he sentenced Hogue to 
life while the judge was crying. Mrs. Cowan had asked for the death penalty., When 
Mrs. Cowan called neighbor Swift Chamberlain, she was incoherent. When 
Chamberlain came to the house, the oldest daughter Altha (younger daughter) told 
him, “Bill shot Daddy.” Mrs. Cowan was holding the rifle & pointing at Hogue, saying 
“He did it, he did it.” Chamberlain would not allow Hogue to go upstairs. Hogue was 
born 9 Apr 1912 in Spirit Lake ID & was thrown out of his house by his father who 
had whipped him. Mrs. Cowan said, who did not appear at the trial, which lasted 
just over an hour, said she had no feeling for Hogue other than an interest in 
someone who had lived with the family for several months. Hogue said he wanted to 
get to prison before his mother saw him. He was not bitter about his father but 
didn’t get on well with him. He was whisked out of town due to threats from friends 
of the “big friendly Albert Cowan.” - Hogue’s suicide: “Billings Gazette” 2 Aug 1936 
p 14 – William Hogue, 24, Anaconda MT, was found dead on the hospital grounds of 
the MT State Hospital at Warm Springs of a self-inflicted shotgun wound. He was 
transferred Dec 1935 from the Deer Lodge penitentiary where he was serving a life 
term to the state hospital. He was found dead last Friday, 31 Aug 1936, by the 
painters with whom he was working. William Joseph Hogue’s Find A Grave record 
says he was doing a painting job at the Weber home on the hospital grounds. Left 
alone at lunch break, he went into the house, got a shotgun, left an unsigned suicide 
note & killed himself with the owner’s gun. The obituary on his Find A Grave record 
(206178265) does not mention the murder or the suicide or the penitentiary – says 
he was a patient at the state hospital and was found dead of a gunshot wound. – 
Buried in Victor Cemetery, Victor, Ravalli MT. F: 11327543 

• Walter William (“Budge”) Cowan, 8 Jan 1894 Victor, Ravalli MT – 8 Jun 1966 Ravalli 
Co. MT. US Marine Corps in WWI. - Married 30 Jun 1920 in Victor MT to Elva Alice 
Wood (1903-1995). - Buried in Victor Cemetery, Victor, Ravalli MT. F: 11327579 

• Franklin Thomas (“Frank) Cowan, 21 Aug 1901 Victor, Ravalli MT – 1996 Bozeman, 
Gallatin MT. - Husband of Mary Elva Ayler (1903-1995), whom he married 7 Apr 1924 
in Bozeman, Gallatin MT. - Marriage: “Missoulian” (Missoula MT) 16 May 1924 p 5 – 
Two juniors at MT State, Franklin Cowan of Victor & Miss Elva Ayler of Greencastle 
IN, were married 7 Apr 1924 in Bozeman. The wedding was supposed to be kept 
secret but fraternity & sorority members told. Both will continue their studies. 
Franklin was born in Victor & graduated from Victor High School, where he was a 
star performer in track meets. For several years he has spent his summers as an 
assistant to Dr. Parker at Hamilton MT & Victor MT in field work for the state board of 
epidemiology. - Obituary: “Ravalli Republic” 18 Jun 1996 p 5 – photo – Lennie & 
Albert Smith received word of the death of their uncle, Franklin Cowan, 94, at a 
Bozeman MT nursing home. Son of Elizabeth & Tom Cowan, he grew up on the 
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Cowan farm near the old Curlew Mine northwest of Victor. He was 1 of 9 children; 
his mother died when he was 3 months old. He was cared for by his sister, Mary 
Cowan Smith, who cared for her siblings as well as her father. Graduate Victor High 
School 1919. Graduate of MT State University, Bozeman.  Nationally known 
epidemiologist working at MT State University & in Colorado. Traveled to Egypt & 
other countries, for grasshopper & cricket control. Survived by son & daughter; 
preceded in death by wife Elva.  Retirement: “Ravalli Republic” 12 Jul 1967 p 3 – 
Frank T. Cowan, USDA epidemiologist in charge of grasshopper & Mormon cricket 
research at MT State University, Bozeman, retired recently after 41 years. World 
authority on grasshopper & Mormon cricket control. Credited with research & work 
that have eliminated the Mormon cricket as an economic threat to range & crop 
lands. Graduate of Victor High School 1919. Attended MT State University & 
graduated in 1925. In charge of Bozeman laboratory since 1 Jul 1952. In summer 
1962 spent several weeks in the Middle East & East African advising the Desert 
Locust Control Organization. Worked with the Anti-Locust Research Centre, London 
& Desert Locust Control of East Africa. Youngest of 8 children in the Thomas Cowan 
family of Victor. His mother died when he was very young & he was raised by his 
sister, Mrs. John (Mary) Smith. His brother Elmer was on the Tuscania when it was 
torpedoed; Elmer’s body washed up on the shores of Scotland, very near where his 
father had been born. Everett Babbitt & the late Lawrence Watters survived the 
Tuscania & returned to Victor. Cowan & his wife have a son who is an entomologist 
& a married daughter who is a former model. His wife teaches vocal music at MT 
State University. His sister, Mrs. Blanche Jones of Seattle, is in her 80s. He has 
nieces & nephews in the Bitter Root Valley & visited relatives in Victor last month. 
The couple plans to live in Bozeman. In Aug he will attend the “Gathering of the 
Scottish Clans” in Braemar, Scotland. 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Anaconda [MT] Standard" 14 Feb 1918 p 10 - Victor High School track star, b. Victor MT 
Sep 1895. Died at age 22 years, 5 months. Born & raised in the valley. His father d. in Victor 
3 Oct 1917, his mother has been dead over 17 years. Survived by 5 brothers (2 of them in 
the in Army)     
 
"Butte Miner" 14 Feb 1918 p 3 - b. Victor MT on Sep 1895, d. age 22 years, 5 months. Reared 
& educated in the valley. Victor High School graduate, where he was an athletic star in 
track & field, was individual champion of Ravalli interscholastic in 1916. His father d. in 
Victor 20 Oct 1917 & Victor enlisted a few weeks later. His mother died over 17 years ago. 
Survived by 5 brothers (2 of whom are overseas in the Army) - W.J., G.H. & Frank of Victor 
MT & Arthur & Albert overseas. 
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From Marilyn C. Gahm’s “The Sinking of the Tuscania” (www.tuscaniamemorial.org), page 
192: 
Captain David Davis Hall of the 20th Engineers wrote the brother of casualty Elmer Luther 
Cowan of Montana three months after the sinking, in May 1918. Cowan “in fine spirits” had 
marched to the lifeboat with coolness, got into his assigned boat, and got safely away from 
the ship. “All went well with the boat until the shores of the Isle of Islay were reached.” The 
sea had become very rough and Cowan’s boat was broken to pieces on the rocks at 2 a.m. 
on February 6. Their lifebelts, wrote Hall, were of little use on the rocky coast. Cowan’s 
body was recovered the next morning. 
 
“Daily Missoulian” 19 May 1918 – “Victor Athlete Among First to Give His Life in War 
Against Prussianism” – residents of the Bitter Root Valley & Missoula will not forget very 
soon the shock of the news of the death of Elmer L. Cowan, a senior in Victor High School 
when he enlisted, where he was the star athlete. He won the individual championship 
trophy at the Ravalli County track meet in spring 1916 & received the trophy cup & many 
medals. When the 1st call came to join the Army, his older brothers were among the first to 
enlist. “The glories of high school victories lost some of their significance to the boy who 
was beginning to view life with a broader vision. But there was a father, whose health was 
failing, to consider, and the boy quietly made the sacrifice and remained at home.” When 
his father died, he enlisted.  
  

 
“Missoulian” 8 Apr 1967 p 5 – an old newspaper was found from Feb 1918 about the 1st loss 
of men in WWI from Ravalli Co. Two enlisted men were lost at sea off Scotland. One was 
Marcus Barrett Cook, son of Mr. & Mrs. Frank Cook of Como MT. This was the 2nd tragedy 
for the Cook family; Marcus’s brother Hiram had drowned while fishing in the Yellowstone 
River. Elmer L. Cowan was a member of the pioneer Cowan family of Victor, and was 
finishing high school when he enlisted. His family also had tragic deaths. Brother Henry 
Cowan, a worker for Rocky Mountain Laboratory when it was state-operated, died of Rocky 
Mountain spotted fever in the 1920s and brother Albert Cowan was shot to death in his 
Victor home on Christmas Day in 1929. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“MIssoulian” (Missoula MT) 3 Nov 1944 p 8 – Victor MT, 2 Nov 1944 – Mr. & Mrs. Walter 
Cowan & Mr. & Mrs. Herman Bunker of Bremerton WA visited the homes of John Smith 
[Mary Cowan] & George Wood. Franklin Cowan of Bozeman MT arrived Monday at the 
Smith home & accompanied the men on a hunting expedition. Walter & Frank are brothers 
of Mrs. Smith & Arthur Cowan. 
 
Obituary: 
 
 
Censuses: 

http://www.tuscaniamemorial.org/
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1900 townships 8 & 9, Ravalli Co. MT - conducted 
Thomas Cowan, 49 Scotland, Jan 1851, parents b. Scotland, married 21 years, miner, of 
ore 
Harriet E., 38 IL, Jun 1861, father b. Germany, mother b. OH, gave birth to 9 children, 8 are 
living 
Robert A., 17 MT, Apr 1883, farm laborer 
Blanche O., 15 MT, Dec 1884 
George H., 14 MT, Jan 1886 
Mary E., 12 MT, Mar 1888 
Sophronia E., 10 MT, Apr 1890 
Albert A., 8 MT, Oct 1891 
William W., 6 MT, Jan 1894 
Elmer S., 4 MT, Oct 1895 
 
1910 Corvallis, Ravalli MT – SW of Victor - conducted 
Thomas Cowen [sic], 59 Scotland, widowed, emigrated 1884, naturalized, mining & miner 
Henry, 24 MT, farmer, farm [George Henry] 
Mary, 23 MT 
Albert, 18 MT 
Walter, 15 MT 
Elmer, 13 MT 
Franklin, 9 MT 
All the children: father b. Scotland, mother b. IN 
 
 


