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TUSCANia 

 
  

Tuscania casualty 
Cook, Marcus Barrett 

1894 MT – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 

 
 

Marcus Barrett Cook – “The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Sunday 31 Jan 1965 p 26 (p. 6) - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/349397150/ 
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Montana, Military Record - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62068/records/49654 
 

 

 
US, WWI American Expeditionary Forces Deaths - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9JD-
1?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-

RXBQ&action=view&cc=2996059 
 



3 
 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index – 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-NZZP-
T?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP2H-

CSXV&action=view&cc=2968245 
 

 
Birth – “Helena (MT) Independent-Record” Friday 23 Nov 1894 p 7 

 
From Marilyn C. Gahm, “The Sinking of the Tuscania” at www.tuscaniamemorial.org, page 
444-445.  
 
 
In addition to Muncaster Mountain in Washington, another peak was named for a Tuscania 
casualty. Former U.S. Forest Service employee Marcus Barrett Cook, born November 10, 
1894, in Como, Montana, is the namesake of Marcus Cook Peak. This mountain, one of the 
three peaks on Cedar Mountain, lies near Avery, Shoshone County, Idaho, south of 
Interstate-90. The 5,875-foot peak lies at latitude 47.3615929, longitude -115.8454351.  
About 10 or 12 men survived out of the over 70 in Cook’s lifeboat.  
 
Cook was the first University of Montana student to die in the war. Ten days after his death, 
on February 15, 1918, at the celebration of the 25th anniversary of the founding of the 
university, its president, Edward O. Sisson, spoke in memory of Cook. 
 
 

http://www.tuscaniamemorial.org/
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From the U.S. Geological Survey 7.5-minute topographic map for Avery, Idaho 

 
 
Cook’s stone on Memorial Row, 
University of Montana, Missoula, 
Montana 
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https://www.peakbagger.com/peak.aspx?pid=85319 
 

https://www.peakbagger.com/peak.aspx?pid=85319
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https://peakvisor.com/peak/marcus-cook-peak.html?yaw=-55.17&pitch=-
3.10&hfov=60.00 
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 https://archive.umt.edu/montanan/w08/artifacts.php 
 

https://archive.umt.edu/montanan/w08/artifacts.php
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Lengthy article continues but not copied in this document -  
https://bozemanmagazine.com/articles/2018/11/01/103012-sixteen-names-on-a-plaque 
 

https://bozemanmagazine.com/articles/2018/11/01/103012-sixteen-names-on-a-plaque


14 
 

 

 

 
https://libguides.lib.umt.edu/c.php?g=275461&p=1836048 
 

https://libguides.lib.umt.edu/c.php?g=275461&p=1836048
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 https://www.mtmemory.org/nodes/view/13998%20 
 

https://www.mtmemory.org/nodes/view/13998
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https://www.pediment.com/products/missoula-memories-vol-ii-pictorial-history-book 
 
 

https://www.pediment.com/products/missoula-memories-vol-ii-pictorial-history-book
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https://www.mtmemory.org/nodes/view/104847 
 

 
https://news.lee.net/special-section/article_1453c713-9e73-59e3-a396-
1adadbed2481.html 
 

 
https://ahgp.org/mt/missoula_county_montana_1921.html 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Missoulian” (Missoula MT) 27 Jul 1960 p 90 – The 1st barracks to house Army student 
training corps members to be completed at Montana State University at Missoula was 

https://www.mtmemory.org/nodes/view/104847
https://news.lee.net/special-section/article_1453c713-9e73-59e3-a396-1adadbed2481.html
https://news.lee.net/special-section/article_1453c713-9e73-59e3-a396-1adadbed2481.html
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finished 8 Oct 1918 . It was named for MSU graduate Claude Simpkins, killed in action in 
France. The 2nd barracks, completed mid-Nov 1918,  was named for MSU student Marcus 
Cook, killed on the Tuscania. Its construction was done by G.D. Forssen of Missoula. The 
buildings were designed by Captain H. Bonner & Professor Charles A. Farmer. After WWI, 
journalism students moved into Marcus Cook Hall, which was nicknamed “The Shack” and 
housed the School of Journalism from Sep 1920 to Sep 1937. The present brick structure 
was completed in time for the fall opening of classes in 1937. 

 
 

Life: 
 

 
“Western News” (Stevensville MT) Wednesday 29 Oct 1902 p 6 
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“Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Friday 13 May 1904 p 8 

 

 
“Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Friday 25 Dec 1914 p 3 
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Excerpts – “Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Friday 26 Mar 1915 p 8 

 

 
“Western News” (Stevensville MT) Thursday 7 Jun 1917 p 8 
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Excerpt – “Ravalli Record” (Hamilton MT) Thursday 14 Jun 1917 p 1* 
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Excerpt – “Western News” (Stevensville MT) Thursday 12 Jul 1917 p 1 
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Excerpts – “Missoula (MT) Sentinel” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 

 



25 
 

 
“Daily Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Bozeman (MT) Daily Chronicle” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Missoula (MT) Sentinel” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 1 & p 4 

 
 

  
Excerpts – “Anaconda (MT) Standard” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 10 
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Excerpts - “Butte (MT) Miner” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 7 
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“Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Daily Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Saturday 23 Feb 1918 p 2 -

https://www.newspapers.com/image/328420789/ 
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“Anaconda (MT) Standard” Sunday 24 Feb 1918 p 11 
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“Conrad (MT) Independent” Thursday 15 Aug 1918 p 3 
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“Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Friday 21 Feb 1919 p 1 
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“Sidney (MT) Herald” Friday 6 Jun 1919 p 7 
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“Missoula (MT) Daily Northwest” Tuesday 20 Apr 1920 p 2 
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“Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Friday 3 Jun 1921 p 1 
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“Ravalli (MT) Republic” (Hamilton MT) Friday 30 Sep 1921 p 1 
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“Billings (MT) Times” Thursday 4 Dec 1924 p 7 
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“Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Wednesday 10 Jun 1925 p 5 
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“Western News” (Stevensville MT) Thursday 1 Oct 1936 p 4 
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Full page of articles & photos about the new University of MT Journalism building, replacing 
its home in “The Shack” (Marcus Cook Hall) – excerpts from two separate articles cited – 

“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Sunday 12 Dec 1937 p 20 
 

 

 



52 
 

 



53 
 

 



54 
 

 



55 
 

 



56 
 

  
“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Sunday 31 Jan 1965 p 26 
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“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Sunday 12 Dec 1965 p 4 
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“Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Monday 13 Jul 1981 p 11 
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“Ravalli (MT) Republic” Tuesday 14 Jul 1981 p 4 
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“Fort Benton (MT) River Press” Wednesday 7 Feb 2018 p 5 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/952877993/ 
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Father: 
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67 
 

 
“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Saturday 26 Aug 1939 p 2 

 

 
“Helena (MT) Independent-Record” Saturday 26 Aug 1989 p 5 
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“Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Saturday 26 Nov 1892 p 1 

 

 
“Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Wednesday 21 Dec 1898 p 2 
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“Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Friday 24 Apr 1908 p 1 
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“Butte (MT) Miner” Wednesday 10 Feb 1909 p 4 

 
Mother: 
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Mary Emma Douglas Cook - “Anaconda (MT) Standard” Sunday 31 Jan 1926 p 23 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61375/records/202066 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61578/records/554693 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61375/records/202066
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Some of the errors: Marcus Cook (not Byron) died on Tuscania, not Lusitania – Hiram (not 

Byron) drowned in the Yellowstone River - son Roy had died in 1889 so was not a survivor – 
it was Frank Jr. who was with her when she died -  “Missoula (MT) Sentinel” Wednesday 27 

Jan 1926 p 1 
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“Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Friday 29 Jan 1926 p 1 

 



76 
 

 

 
“Boulder (MT) Monitor” Satuda 6 Feb 1926 p 8 
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Maternal grandfather - “Butte (CA) Miner” Monday 29 Jul 1912 p 5 

 
Siblings: 
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Brother Hiram Douglas Cook (1884-1906) – “Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Friday 3 Aug 

1906 p 1  
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Hiram will not graduate in 1908 from Montana State College – “Carbon County Chronicle” 

(Red Lodge MT) Tuesday 11 Oct 1904 p 5 
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“Butte (MT) Miner” Monday 6 Feb 1905 p 1 
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“Butte (MT) Miner” Wednesday 25 Jul 1906 p 3 
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“Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Friday 27 Jul 1906 p 2 
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“Butte (MT) Miner” Friday 27 Jul 1906 p 3 
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85 
 

 
“Livingston (MT) Enterprise” Saturday 28 Jul 1906 p 1 
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“Anaconda (MT) Standard” Sunday 29 Jul 1906 p 1 
 

 
“Anaconda (MT) Standard” Monday 30 Jul 1906 p 1 
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“Bozeman (MT) Courier” Tuesday 6 Nov 1906 p 2 
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Brother George Harlan Cook (1887-1925) – “The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Thursday 8 Jan 

1925 p 6 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61578/images/48279_555394-

00441?pId=120515519 
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“Bozeman (MT) Daily Chronicle” Saturday 14 Jun 1913 p 3 
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“Bozeman (MT) Daily Chronicle” Thursday 17 Jul 1913 p 3 

 

 
“Bozeman (MT) Courier” Wednesday 23 Jul 1913 p 1 
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“Bozeman (MT) Daily Chronicle” Wednesday 3 Jan 1917 p 3 
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Marcus drowned on the Tuscania, not Lusitania – “Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Friday 9 

Jan 1925 p 1 
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”The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Tuesday 24 Apr 1979 p 12 
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“Tampa Bay Times” (St. Petersburg FL) Monday 23 Apr 1979 p 23 
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“New Port Richey (FL) Press” Thursday 11 Jul 1957 p 5 

 

 
“Tampa (FL) Tribune” Wednesday 10 Jul 1957 p 12 
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“Western News” (Stevensville MT) Thursday 11 Jul 1957 p 1 
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“Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Tuesday 9 Jul 1957 p 2 
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“Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Friday 18 Jul 1913 p 4 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Brother Roy Cook (1889-1889) – “Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Friday 10 May 1889 p 1 
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Sister Kate Margaret Cook Durland (1890-1956) – “The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Sunday 8 
Oct 1916 p 14 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61591/records/15133906 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61591/records/15133906
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61255/records/600094060 
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“Butte (MT) Miner” Sunday 15 Oct 1916 p 3 

 

 
“Western News” (Stevensville MT) Friday 3 Nov 1916 p 8 
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“Missoula (MT) Sentinel” Monday 12 Nov 1917 p 3 

 

  
“Western News” (Stevensville MT) Thursday 7 Jun 1956 p 1 
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“Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Monday 22 May 1978 p 5 

 
 

 
 “Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Friday 10 Mar 1922 p 4 

 

 
“Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Thursday 7 Mar 1935 p 4 
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Brother Theodore Vining Cook (1902-1945) – “Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Friday 4 Apr 

1902 p 5 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5437/records/60972537 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5437/records/60972537
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2536/records/1800929 
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Suicide of wife Alma Marie Huey – “Montana Standard” (Butte MT) Friday 6 Aug 1943 p 14 – 

and numerous CA newspapers 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2118/records/262237 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2118/records/262237
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1466283 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61048/records/900729281 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1466283
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“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Tuesday 7 Aug 1945 p 3 
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“Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Tuesday 7 Aug 1945 p 1 
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“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Wednesday 8 Aug 1945 p 7 

 

 
“Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Thursday 14 Oct 1943 p 1* 
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Birth on 24 Dec 1924 of Frank Leon Cook Jr. (1904-1944) – “Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) 

Friday 30 Dec 1904 p 2* 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/197517065/person/252613462793/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/197517065/person/252613462793/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/197517065/person/252613462793/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/197517065/person/252613462793/facts 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61591/images/48414_302022005556

_1677-00136?pId=30819747 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61591/images/48414_302022005556_1677-00136?pId=30819747
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61591/images/48414_302022005556_1677-00136?pId=30819747
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/43995_04_00049-

01094?pId=17860741 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/43995_04_00049-01094?pId=17860741
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/43995_04_00049-01094?pId=17860741
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/6064894/person/6013001277/facts 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1141/records/3985297 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/6064894/person/6013001277/facts
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“Escondido (CA) Daily Times-Advance” Wednesday 9 May 1984 p 41 

 

Abbreviations:  
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

           
Name: Marcus Barrett Cook 
Name variations: Mark Cook 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
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Serial number:  serial numbers were not assigned to Army enlisted men until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value 
Entered service from: Como, Ravalli MT 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Marcus B. Cook 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”:  father F.L. Cook, Como MT 
Burial on isle of Islay, Scotland: 1st buried at Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 52, as 
Marcus B. Cook 
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920 
Body listed on return ship as: Marcus B. Cook 
Rank:  private, Co. D, 20th Engrs 
World War I draft registration (1917):  b. 10 Nov 1894 Como MT; res: Como, Ravalli MT. 
Single. Forest Service, US. Tall & slender 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlistment & discharge dates not given 
Born 10 Nov 1894; died 6 Feb 1918  
Address: Salt Lake City UT 
Rank/unit: private, Co. D, 20th Engineers 
 
Montana Military Record – Resident of Como, Ravelli MT. Inducted at Fort George Wright on 
12 Dec 1917 at age 23 years 1 month. Born Como MT. Private, Co. D, 6th Battalion, 20th 
Engineers 19 Dec 1917 to 5 Feb 1918. Overseas to 5 Feb 1918; killed in action 5 Feb 1918 in 
the sinking of the Tuscania. Notification of death: to father F.L. Cook, Como MT. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 10 Nov 1894 Como, Ravalli MT  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
Find A Grave record: 125343106, presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower  
Burial location: Arlington, Arlington Co. VA 
Cemetery: Arlington National 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Montana Pvt 20 Engrs. 
 
Father: Frank Leon Cook, Sr., 24 Feb 1853 Oshtemo, Kalamazoo MI – 24 Aug 1939 San 
Diego, San Diego CA.  
Son of Hiram Cook (1817-1897, F: 40448289) & Mary E. Vining (1817-1894, F: 132522981).  
In 1860 resided in MI – in 1870 in Upper Boulder, Jefferson MT.  
In 1919 moved to Salt Lake City, Salt Lake Co. UT, then to San Diego, San Diego CA about 3 
years later.  
Rancher & fruit grower in MT.  
Buried in Greenwood Memorial Park, San Diego, San Diego CA. 
Find A Grave: 99936644 
 
Mother: Mary Emma Douglas Cook, 27 Nov 1862 Lincoln, Lancaster NE – 26 Jan 1926 San 
Diego, San Diego CA.  
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Daughter of George Augustus Douglas & Calista Allen. 
Buried in Greenwood Memorial Park, San Diego, San Diego CA. 
Find A Grave: 99936647 
Parents’ marriage: 15 Apr 1883 Boulder, Jefferson MT. They celebrated their 25th wedding 
anniversary in Apr 1908.  
 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: 

• Hiram Douglas Cook, 28 Jun 1884 Darby, Ravalli MT – 22 Jul 1906 Livingston, Park 
MT. Ironically, since Marcus died in the sinking of the Tuscania, Hiram drowns while 
fishing in the Yellowstone River. - “Butte (MT) Miner” 27 Jul 1906 p 3 – Bozeman: 
President J.M. Hamilton [of the U of MT] received a letter 26 Jul from Professor R.W. 
Fisher who went over to Livingston MT to search for Hiram Cook, who is supposed 
to have drowned below Livingston fishing in the Yellowstone River. Hiram, a resident 
of Como, spent 4 years at the university & was to graduate in civil engineering next 
year. He worked in the summer in the engineering department for the Northern 
Pacific, and was to return to college in the fall. - “Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) 27 
Jul 1906 p 2 – adds details that he was last seen by companions fishing waist-deep 
in water where there were strong currents; failed to meet group. - “Anaconda (MT) 
Standard” 30 Jul 1906 p 1 – dated 29 Jul: the body of Hiram Cook, drowned a week 
ago today in the Yellowstone River below Livingston, was recovered yesterday (28 
Jul) about 16 miles east of that point. The body passed through Bozeman today on 
its way to Como MT, accompanied by his uncle Mr. Douglass & fellow 
student/Northern Pacific employee Vincent K. Wood. He studied at the university 
the past 4 years. Had the respect & esteem of all. - “Ravalli Republic” Friday 3 Aug 
1906 page 1 – the body of Hiram D. Cook, who drowned in the Yellowstone River 
near Livingston on 22 Jul, was brought to the home of his parents, Mr. & Mrs. Frank 
L. Cook, last Monday afternoon. The funeral was held Tuesday; interment in Derby 
MT. The funeral was attended by a large gathering of relatives, friends & neighbors. 
Hiram was 22, born & raised in the Bitter Root Valley. Active in his church. In 
agricultural study at Bozeman. Worked in the summer for the Northern Pacific 
Railroad in the drafting office at Livingston. Buried in Lone Pine Cemetery, Darby, 
Ravalli MT, where he shares a headstone with brother Roy. F: 75998035 

• George Harlan Cook, 18 Jan 1887 Como, Ravalli MT – 1 Jan 1925 Ballast Point, 
Hillsborough FL. – Graduate of the agricultural college at Bozeman MT [now 
Montana State University] in 1912. -Husband of Vera Elizabeth (Lizzie) Anderson (11 
Nov 1887 Streeter IL-1979 Elfers, Pasco FL, F: 68450227), whom he married 16 Jul 
1913 in Bozeman, Gallatin MT. – They had 3 daughters. - Widowed, Vera Anderson 
Cook on 5 Jul 1957, also in Bozeman, Gallatin Mt, married George Stanley Durland, 
her former brother-in-law, since he was the widowed husband of George Cook’s 
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sister Kate Cook Durland. – Died of blood poisoning. -  Buried in Oaklawn Cemetery, 
Winter Haven, Polk FL. F: 68450226 

• Roy Albert Cook, 20 Apr 1889 Ravalli Co. MT – 3 May 1889 MT [likely Ravalli Co. MT]. 
Buried in Lone Pine Cemetery, Darby, Ravalli MT, where he shares a tombstone with 
brother Hiram. F: 75998051 

• Kate Margaret (“Katie”) Cook Durland, 1 Dec 1890 Darby, Ravalli MT – 2 Jun 1956 
Hamilton, Ravalli MT. - Wife of George Stanley Durland (1890-1978, F: 75998844)), 
whom she married 31 Oct 1916 Ravalli Co. MT. - MT death certificate: resident of 
rural Como, Ravalli MT. Died at Daly Memorial Hospital, Hamilton, Ravalli MT on 2 
Jun 1956. Born 1 Dec 1890 Darby MT. Married to George S. Durland. Housewife. 
Daughter of Frank L. Cook & Mary E. Douglas. SSN 517-40-2288. Died of carcinoma 
of pancreas & liver, metastasized. Cremated 4 Jun 1956 in Spokane WA at Hazen-
Jaeger Crematory. – Her widowed husband George Durland married Vera Anderson 
Cook, the widowed wife of Kate’s brother George Cook. - Buried in Lone Pine 
Cemetery, Darby, Ravalli MT. F: 75998861 

• Theodore Vining (Teddy) Cook, 2 Apr 1902 Como, Ravalli MT – 6 Aug 1945 Como, 
Ravalli MT. – A resident of NJ in Feb 1926 when his mother died. - Moved with his 
parents to Salt Lake City, Salt Lake Co. UT. - Graduate of the University of 
Pennsylvania (Philadelphia PA) in 1927. - Executive in CA of Libby, McNeill & Libby, 
San Francisco CA until he retired in Feb 1945 due to poor health.  – When he 
registered for the WWII draft on 14 Feb 1942, Theodore lived at 1010 Fell St., San 
Francisco CA, next-of-kin Mrs. Alma Cook of the same address, employed by Libby, 
McNeill & Libby. - Husband of Alma Marie Huey (15 Jan 1902 PA – 5 Aug 1943 San 
Francisco CA, F: 87584803) whom he married in Philadelphia PA in 1927. – In the 
1910 census for Bensalem, Bucks PA, Alma M.Huey (8 PA) lived with parents Israel 
S. Huey (1870-1937, F: 63220003) & Clara M. Robb (1874-1951, F: 63220004). – 
Alma committed suicide, first shooting her dog in the head & placing it in a crib, 
then lying down next to the dog and shooting herself in the head. This story 
appeared in many CA newspapers. Her funeral document gives the cause of death 
as “gunshot wound of head with skull fracture & brain laceration.” - Theodore died 
of cardiovascular rental disease. Theodore is buried with Alma in Cypress Lawn, 
Colma, San Mateo CA. F: 87584967 

• Frank Leon Cook, Jr., 24 Dec 1904 Edwards, Ravalli MT – 5 Mar 1944 San Diego, San 
Diego CA. – His birth record indicates he was his mother’s 7th child, 6 of whom were 
living. - Married Alice Dempsey Wilson on 19 Aug 1933 in Los Angeles Co. CA. She 
was the daughter of Harlan Raphael Wilson (13 Jun1882 IL – 28 Jun 1950 SD, whose 
mother’s maiden name was Dempsey) & Hortense Nesfell Leffingwell (16 Jan 1878 
IL – 20 Feb 1968 SD, the daughter of Charles Leffingwell & Elizabeth Francis, Francis 
being the surname). Alice Wilson was born 8 Feb 1910 San Jacinto, Riverside CA & 
died 7 Apr 1999 San Diego, San Diego CA.- Frank Jr.’s obituary said he was survived 
by his wife Alice of 40 years. – In the 1940 census for San Diego, San Diego CA, 
Frank L. Cook (34 MT, landscape architect, private business) lived at 3727 Charles 
with wife Alice W. (30 CA), son Jerry (4 CA) & daughter Nancy (2 CA). - After Frank 
Jr.’s death, Alice married John Alvin Balogh (1914-1984). In the 1950 census for San 
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Diego, San Diego CA, John A. Balogh (35 CO, driver of a dairy truck for a retail dairy 
business) lived at 3727 Catalina with wife Alice W. Balogh (40 CA. In their household 
were stepson Frank L. Balogh (instead of Cook, 14 CA, cleans floor for a janitor 
business) & stepdaughter Nancy A. Balogh (instead of Cook, 11 CA), son Richard (5 
OR) & daughter Alice D. Balogh (4 CA). John & Alice Balogh divorced in San Diego, 
San Diego CA in Jul 1969. -    Buried in Greenwood Memorial Park, San Diego, San 
Diego CA as are his parents. F: 181807422 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Anaconda [MT] Standard" 14 Feb 1918 p 10 - in 2nd month of sophomore year at MT State 
U when enlisted, started MT State in fall 1916, Hamilton HS grad, enlisted 9 Dec 1917 with 
Ralph Graves & Leo Stewart (both survivors)  
 
"Butte Miner" 14 Feb 1918 p 3 - enlisted 8 days after birthday (9 Dec) after 2 months of his 
sophomore yr at U of MT, Hamilton H.S. graduate, entered U in fall 1916, majoring in 
forestry, enlisted with Ralph S. Graves & Leo Stewart (survivors), long-distance runner on 
track team, tall & well-built, age 23, member Sigma Nu, lived in Como MT where father F.L. 
Cook owns ranch just above Darby, parents among pioneers of western MT, brothers 
George (Bozeman), Theodore & Frank (both Como) & sister Mrs. Kate Durland (Cutbank)  
 
“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” 15 Feb 1918 p 7 – “Marcus B. Cook Son of Pioneers” – Marcus B. 
Cook of Como MT, age 23, died on the Tuscania. Son of MT pioneers, Mr. & Mrs. Frank L. 
Cook of Como MT. Enlisted Nov 1917 in 20th Engineers for service in France. Nephew of 
A.W. Douglas, 100 – 13th St. S., Great Falls. Educated at state university in Missoula. Was 
stationed in VA. His brother George Cook lives in Bozeman MT & sister Mrs. Kate Durland in 
Cut Bank MT. His parents are members of the MT Society of Pioneers, having crossed the 
plains to MT in 1869. His mother, the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. George A. Douglas, crossed 
the plains with her parents in 1864, settling with them at Boulder. Marcus was widely 
known in western MT & quite popular.   
 
“Daily Missoulian” (Missoula MT) 23 Feb 1918 p 2 – students of MT State University, faculty 
& residents of Missoula gathered 22 Feb 1918 in the university auditorium for a memorial 
service for Marcus B. Cook, 1st student casualty of the war. He had a splendid character & 
the esteem of the student body; had been at the university 2 years. There was an 
invocation & speakers. The 1st speaker said “Marcus Cook has lost his life and we have lost 
him.” C.F. Farmer, his professor in the forestry school, praised him for his “happy 
disposition, his influence for good, his admirable character, and his industrious habits.” 
His fraternity brother Louis Denny & another student spoke. Marcus was b. in Hamilton MT 
in 1895 to Mr. & Mrs. F.L. Cook of Como. Educated in the Hamilton schools, then enrolled 
in the forestry program at the state university. Enlisted Dec 1917. Member Sigma Nu 
fraternity. 
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“Conrad (MT) Independent” 15 Aug 1918 p 3 – There are 67 stars on the MT State University 
School of Forestry service flag. It was unfurled on 22 Feb 1918 when the school held a 
Memorial Day exercise for student Marcus Cook. 
 
 
"Missoulian" Sunday 31 Jan 1965 p 26 – photo of Marcus - one of the wooden buildings 
erected at Montana State University during war as barracks named Marcus Cook Hall, for 
many years the School of Journalism, torn down 2 years ago (ca. 1963)  
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Edwards, Ravalli MT – conducted 2 Jun 1900 
Frank L. Cook, 47 MI, Feb 1853, parents b. NY, married 17 years, farmer 
Mary E., 37 NE, Nov 1862, father b. NY, mother b. OH, gave birth to 5 children, 4 are living 
Hiram, 15 MT, Jun 1884, at school 
George, 13 MT, Jan 1887, at school 
Katie, 9 MT, Dec 1890, at school 
Marcus B., 5 MT, Nov 1894 
 
1910 Edwards, Ravalli MT – conducted 6 May 1910 
Frank L. Cook, 57 MI, parents b. NY, in 1st marriage, married 27 years, farmer, general farm 
Mary E., 47 NE, father b. NY, mother b. OH, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 7 children, 5 are 
living 
Marcus B., 15 MT 
Teddy V., 8 MT 
Frank L., 5 MT 
Pearl F. Ritch, 24 WI, school teacher, public school [boarder] 
 
1920 Salt Lake City, Salt Lake Co. UT – 10th Ave. – conducted 7 Jan 1920 – Marcus is dead 
Frank L. Cook, 66 MI, parents b. NY 
Mary E., 57 NE, father b. NY, mother b. OH 
Theodore V., 17 MT 
Frank L., 15 MT 
[occupation for all: none] 
 
1930 San Diego, San Diego CA – 3718 Central Ave. – father & brother 
Frank L. Cook, 77 MI, parents b. NY, widowed, no occupation 
Frank L. Jr., 25 MT, father b. MI, mother b. NE, single, foreman, nursery 

 
 


