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TUSCANia 

 

Constans, Willard Arthur 
1894 MN – 1964 CA 

 

 
Willard Arthur Constans – Find A Grave 242912602 

This photograph & the ones on his brothers’s Find A Grave records are cited as being from 
“An Honor Roll Containing a Pictorial Record of the Gallant and Courageous Men from 
Fairbault County, Minnesota, USA, Who Served in the Great War 1918 – 1918 – 1919” 

 
From Find A Grave 242912602: 

Willard Arthur Constans was the son of George Faribault Constans and Eva Zeletta Quayle, 
who married 4 December 1889 in Blue Earth, Faribault County, Minnesota. 

 
His siblings, like him all born in Blue Earth, Faribault County, Minnesota, included: 

George Maurice Constans, 1890 MN – 1975 CA, a physician 
Ruth Constans, 1892-1892 MN, died at age 15 days 

Henry Philip Constans, 1898 MN – 1988 FL, university professor 
Carl Edward Constans, 1902 MN – 1969 CA 

Robert Quayle Constans, 1906 MN – 1969 CA 
 

In the 1895 Minnesota state census, Willard was 1 year old. He lived in Blue Earth, 
Faribault County, Minnesota, with parents George F. and Eve Constans and older brother 

George (listed as George F. Jr., age 4). 
 

In 1900, Willard Constans, age 5, born August 1894, lived with his parents George F. and 
Eva V. Constans in Blue Earth, Faribault County, Minnesota. His brothers were George M. 
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(age 9) and Henry P. (age 1). His father was the supervisor/superintendent of a lumber 
yard. 

 
Willard's father George was the district manager for several Weyerhaeuser Lumber 

facilities. 
 

In 1910, George F. and Eva Z. "Constance" resided in Blue Earth, Faribault County, 
Minnesota with son George M. (19), Willard A. (15), Henry P. (11) and Carl E. (7). 

 
Willard graduated from Carleton College, Northfield, Minnesota, in 1916. 

 
On 5 June 1917, Willard registered for the World War I draft as a resident of Blue Earth, 

Faribault, Minnesota, where he had been born on 14 August 1894. He was single, 
employed in the retail lumber business of Weyerhaeuser & Co. in Blue Earth. 

 
Willard entered the U.S. Army on 14 December 1917. A month later, as a private in the 20th 

Engineers, 16th Co., he sailed aboard the troopship SS "Tuscania" from New York City on 
24 January 1918. On 5 February 1918, the "Tuscania" was torpedoed and sunk in the North 

Channel between Scotland and Ireland by German submarine UB-77, with 215 soldier 
casualties. 

 
In May 1919, Willard returned from World War I aboard the "Santa Paula." He had been 
promoted to corporal in the same unit. His military serial number was 250282. On both 

voyages, he had listed his father, George Constans, as his next-of-kin. 
 

On 10 September 1919, in Faribault County, Minnesota, Willard married Margaret Ann 
Freer, the daughter of Maynard Melvin Freer (Find A Grave 137810639) and Annie May 

(Temple) Freer (Find A Grave 137810659). Margaret was born 14 June 1893 in Blue Earth, 
Faribault County, Minnesota, and died 29 October 1979 in Yorba Linda, Orange County, 

California. 
 

In 1920, Willard "Constance" (age 25) and wife Margaret (age 26) lived in Coeur d'Alene, 
Kootenai County, Idaho, where Willard was employed in a saw mill and Margaret was a 

substitute teacher in the public school. 
 

Willard and Margaret's three children were born in Coeur d'Alene, Kootenai, Idaho: 
Margaret Temple (Peggy) Constans Loft, 1920 ID – 2010, wife of Rodney Willard Loft, Find A 

Grave 82517710 
Willard Freer Constans, 1924 ID – 1956 CA. Find A Grave 120427199 

Dale David Constans, 1927 ID – 2008 CA. Find A Grave 65943277 
 

In 1930, the Constans family is listed twice, in two different states. Newspaper articles in 
1930 report that the family was moving from Idaho to Oregon. 
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The census for Coeur d'Alene, Kootenai County, Idaho, conducted 3 April 1930, listed 
Willard and Margaret Constans, and their children Margaret (9), William (5) and Dale (2). He 

was a salesman for a lumber company. 
 

The census for Klamath Falls, Klamath County, Oregon, conducted 22 April 1930, showed 
the family living as guests in the Willard Hotel – Willard and Margaret, with children 

Margaret, Willard and "Dayle." Willard was a lumber salesman. 
 

The family of five resided in Klamath Falls, Klamath County, Oregon, in the 1940 census. 
Willard was the sales manager of a lumber mill. 

 
On 27 April 1942, Willard Arthur Constans registered for the World War II draft as a resident 

of Klamath Falls, Klamath County, Oregon. His next-of-kin was his wife, Margaret, of the 
same address. He was employed by the Weyerhaeuser Timber Company, Klamath Falls, 

Oregon. 
 

In 1950, the family resided in Poverty Flats (Redding), Shasta County, California – Willard 
A., wife Margaret A. and son Dale D. Willard was a wholesale lumber salesman. 

 
Obituary (with photograph) published in the Redding CA "Record Searchlight" of Monday, 

12 October 1964, page 1: 
 

Former Ralph L. Smith lumber sales chief dies 
 

Willard Arthur (Bill) Constans, former general sales manager for the Ralph L. Smith Lumber 
Co., and a prominent 15-year resident of Redding, died in a Redding hospital early Saturday 

morning. 
Constans, a prominent member of a large number of clubs and organizations, was born in 

Blue Earth, Minn., Aug. 14, 1894. He received bachelor of arts and science degrees from 
Carleton College in Northfield, Minn., in 1916. 

 
After graduation, Constans worked for his father's lumber business for a year and then 

became a lumber inspector for the U.S. government at Camp Funston, Kan. 
 

When World War I came, he joined the Army. His ship was torpedoed en route to France. 
Constans served with various Army engineering units in France until he was discharged in 

1919. 
 

Constans was in the lumber business for more than 42 years. After the war, he began 
working for the Weyerhaeuser Timber Co. in Minnesota. He later moved to the company's 

office in Coeur D'Alene, Idaho and was made sales manager there in 1923. In 1929, he 
became sales manager for a new Weyerhaeuser plant in Klamath Falls, Ore., and in 1943 
he went to Pasadena as general manager of the Anglo-California Lumber Co. In 1949 he 

became general sales manager for Ralph L. Smith in Anderson. 
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"I've seen it grow from one to four plants," Constans said when he announced his 

retirement from Ralph L. Smith July 14, 1960. 
 

He was a member of the Blue Earth City Masonic Lodge No. 57, a 32nd degree member of 
the Klamath Falls Consistory of the Scottish Rite Ben Ali Shrine of Sacramento and the 

Royal Order of Jesters of Lewiston, Idaho. 
 

He was also a past president of the Redding Rotary Club, past president of the Shasta 
Dinner Club, past Grand Shark of the International Order of Hoo-Hoos, a past foreman of 

the Shasta County Grand Jury and chairman of the board of trustees of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Redding. 

 
Constans leaves his widow, Margaret Anna of Redding, a daughter, Mrs. Margaret Loft of 

Los Altos; a son, Dale D. of Redding; four brothers, Dr. George M. of Santa Barbara, H. 
Philip of Gainesville, Fla.; and Earle E. and Robert Q., both of Sacramento, and seven 

grandchildren. 
 

Funeral services will be conducted tomorrow at 10:30 a.m. at McDonald's Redding Chapel. 
The Rev. Dr. George Egan and the Rev. Galen Onstad will officiate. 

 
Burial will be in Lawncrest Memorial Park. 

 
******************************* 

Willard was also active in lumber industry associations, the Boy Scouts and the 
Democratic Party. 
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“Redding (CA) Record Searchlight” Monday 12 Oct 1964 p 1 
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Incorrect birth year – should be 1894 instead of 1893 - Veterans Administration Master 

Index - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-NC79-
8?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8H-

73W1&action=view&cc=2968245 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/K2J7-VTW 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-NC79-8?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8H-73W1&action=view&cc=2968245
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-NC79-8?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8H-73W1&action=view&cc=2968245
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-NC79-8?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8H-73W1&action=view&cc=2968245
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/K2J7-VTW
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/K2J7-VTW 
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/K2J7-VTW 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/K2J7-VTW
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2550/records/522740 
 

 

 
Willard Arthur Constans – “Klamath Falls (OR) Herald & News” 13 Apr 1949 p 14 
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“Redding (CA) Record Searchlight” Thursday 22 Oct 1964 p 19 
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“Redding (CA) Record Searchlight” Wednesday 14 Oct 1964 p 27 
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“Coeur d’Alene (ID) Press” Monday 12 Oct 1964 p 1 
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“Redding (CA) Record Searchlight” Tuesday 27 Oct 1964 p 18 
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“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Monday 12 Oct 1964 p 23 
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“Redding (CA) Record Searchlight” Wednesday 14 Oct 1964 p 27 

 
 
 
 

Life: 
 
 

 
“Austin (MN) Daily Herald” Monday 26 Jan 1914 p 6 
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“Minneapolis Journal” Tuesday 13 Jun 1916 p 7 
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List continues – “Albert Lea (MN) Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 4 

 
 

 
“Minneapolis (MN) Journal” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Bricelyn (MN) Sentinel” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 3 
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List continues – “Duluth (MN) News Tribune” Wednesday 20 Feb 1918 p 14 
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“Austin (MN) Daily Herald” Saturday 16 Mar 1918 p 3 

 

 
“Wells (MN) Mirror” Wednesday 11 Jun 1919 p 9 

 
 

 
“Coeur d’Alene (ID) Press” Saturday 12 Jan 1929 p 6 
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“Coeur d’Alene (ID) Press” Tuesday 22 Jan 1929 p 2 
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“Coeur d’Alene (ID) Press” Tuesday 12 Mar 1929 p 1 
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“Coeur d’Alene (ID) Press” Wednesday 30 Oct 1929 p 1 
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“Coeur d’Alene (ID) Press” Wednesday 13 Nov 1929 p 1 
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“Coeur d’Alene (ID) Press” Tuesday 7 Jan 1930 p 1 

 

 
“Klamath News” (Klamath Falls OR) Wednesday 5 Oct 1932 p 1 

 
 

 
“Klamath Falls (OR) Evening Herald” Wednesday 28 Mar 1934 p 5 
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“Klamath Falls (OR) Evening Herald” Monday 16 Aug 1937 p 3 
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29 
 

 
“Klamath Falls (OR) Evening Herald” Saturday 25 Sep 1937 p 6 
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“Klamath Falls (OR) Evening Herald” Monday 14 Mar 1938 p 10 
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“Klamath News” (Klamath Falls OR) Sunday 22 Jan 1939 p 6 
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“Klamath Falls (OR) Evening Herald” Saturday 28 Mar 1942 p 9 
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“Shoshone News-Press” (Kellogg ID) Monday 8 Jun 1942 p 1 
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“Klamath Falls (OR) Herald & News” Friday 25 Jun 1943 p 1 
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“Klamath Falls (OR) Herald & News” Wednesday 14 Jul 1943 p 1 & p 2 
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“Klamath Falls (OR) Herald & News” Saturday 17 Jul 1943 p 5 
 

 
“Klamath Falls (OR) Herald & News” Saturday 20 Jan 1945 p 10 
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“Klamath Falls (OR) Herald & News” Tuesday 19 Mar 1946 p 2 
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“Klamath Falls (OR) Herald & News” Wednesday 13 Apr 1949 p 14 
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“Klamath Falls (OR) Herald & News” Saturday 15 Sep 1951 p 8 
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“Redding (CA) Record Searchlight” Monday 27 Jul 1953 p 32 
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“Redding (CA) Record Searchlight” Saturday 5 Apr 1958 p 7 
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“Redding (CA) Record Searchlight” Wednesday 23 Apr 1958 p 1 
 
 
 
 

 
“Arizona Republic” (Phoenix AZ) Sunday 10 May 1959 p 44 
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“Redding (CA) Record Searchlight” Wednesday 21 Sep 1960 p 13 

 



48 
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“Redding (CA) Record Searchlight” Monday 13 Nov 1961 p 1 

 



50 
 

 
“Redding (CA) Record-Searchlight” Saturday 3 Nov 1962 p 11 

 



51 
 

 
“Redding (CA) Record-Searchlight” Thursday 29 Nov 1962 p 19 
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53 
 

 
“Redding (CA) Record-Searchlight” Friday 13 Dec 1963 p 3 
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Wife: 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/70873/records/612855 
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“Redding (CA) Record Searchlight” Friday 2 Nov 1979 p 2 

 

 
“Wells (MN) Mirror” Wednesday 5 Dec 1917 p 10 
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‘Klamath Falls (OR) Evening Herald” Saturday 9 Jul 1938 p 6 

 



57 
 

 
“Albert Lea (MN) Tribune” Thursday 15 Apr 1948 p 10 
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“Albert Lea (MN) Tribune” Tuesday 25 Oct 1949 p 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children: 
 
 

 
Daughter Margaret Temple Constans Loft (1920-2010) – “Sacramento (CA) Union” 

Thursday 24 Jun 1943 p 13 
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“Klamath Evening Herald” (Klamath Falls OR) Saturday 13 Jul 1940 p 5  
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“Klamath Falls (OR) Herald & News” Saturday 11 Jul 1942 p 5 
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“Klamath Union High Schools 1937 yearbook (Klamath Falls OR) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/340442087 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8973/records/93467?tid=&pid=&queryId=a
ffe57b2-391c-44dd-a5c0-2b08a4961761&_phsrc=cPx29915&_phstart=successSource 
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“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Wednesday 30 Jun 1943 p 15 
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“Klamath Falls (OR) Herald & News” Saturday 26 Jun 1943 p 6 
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Son Willard Freer Constans (1924-1956) – “Sacramento (CA) Bee” Thursday 21 Jun 1956 p 

30 
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https://whipplephoto.com/Genealogy/familygroup.php?familyID=F23877&tree=tree1 

 

 
“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Friday 22 Jun 1956 p 32 
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News of 25 years earlier – “Coeur d’Alene (ID) Press” Monday 25 Jul 1949 p 3 

 
 



67 
 

 



68 
 

 
Marriage of Willard Freer Constans to Jane Day Matthews on 1 Jul 1948 - 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/K2J7-VTW 

 
“Sacramento Union” Friday 22 Jun 1956 p 17 
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Son Dale David Constans (1927-2008) – “Redding (CA) Record Searchlight” Saturday 8 Mar 

2008 p 13 
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Marriage to Susan Randall on 14 Feb 1951 in Redding CA - “Redding (CA) Record 

Searchlight” Friday 16 Feb 1951 p 5 
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Mother-in-law Mary Hazel Murphy – “Redding (CA) Record-Searchlight” Thursday 24 Sep 

1987 p 7 
 



73 
 

 
Father-in-law James Arthur Murphy Jr. – “Redding (CA) Record-Searchlight” Sunday 16 Aug 

1992 p 11 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Father 
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“Wells (MN) Forum” Tuesday 9 Aug 1898 p 5 

 

 
“Freeborn County Standard” (Albert Lea MN) Wednesday 21 Dec 1898 p 9 
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“Wells (MN) Forum-Advocate” Thursday 12 Jan 1899 p 2 

 

 
Frost MN news: “Bricelyn (MN) Sentinel” Friday 31 Jan1902 p 13 
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“Bricelyn (MN) Sentinel” Friday 23 Jun 1905 p 6 

 

 
“Bricelyn (MN) Standard” Friday 15 Dec 1905 p 9 

 

 
“La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Tuesday 3 Aug 1937 p 9 
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“Kossuth County Advance” (Algona IA) Tuesday 10 Aug 1937 p 4 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7316/records/472054?tid=172752716&pid

=182245055810&ssrc=pt 
 

Mother: 
 

 
Eva Zelletta Quayle Constans - “St. Paul (MN) Globe” Saturday 2 Jul 1887 p 8 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/70873/records/605752 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1457758?tid=172752716&pi

d=182245055807&ssrc=pt 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/70873/records/605752
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1457758?tid=172752716&pid=182245055807&ssrc=pt
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1457758?tid=172752716&pid=182245055807&ssrc=pt
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Willard’s maternal grandmother Lucy Northrup Quayle - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61157/records/3984679 
 



81 
 

 
“Metropolitan Pasadena (CA) Star-News” Tuesday 14 May 1946 p 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Brother Dr. George Maurice Constans, 1890-1975 – Find A Grave 115301642 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/178167944/person/322342406846/media/8a128863-447c-4032-af28-
0bc1a4fb728e 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/178167944/person/322342406846/media/8a128863-447c-4032-af28-0bc1a4fb728e
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/178167944/person/322342406846/media/8a128863-447c-4032-af28-0bc1a4fb728e
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/178167944/person/322342406846/media/8a128863-447c-4032-af28-0bc1a4fb728e


83 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/70873/records/2235189?tid=178167944&p

id=322342406846&ssrc=pt 
 

 
“Warren (MN) Sheaf” Wednesday 21 Jan 1920 p 11 
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“Minneapolis (MN) Journal” Friday 18 May 1934 p 4 

 

 
“Bismarck (ND) Tribune” Monday 16 Aug 1937 p 5 
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Death of father-in-law – “Austin (MN) Daily Herald” Monday 11 Mar 1940 p 1 

 

 

 
Sister Ruth Constans (1892-1892) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2550/records/887753?tid=178167944&pid
=322342408341&queryId=fb20ab79-0122-4e17-a53c-

f009c57c6b37&_phsrc=cPx29895&_phstart=successSource 
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Brother Henry Philip Constans Sr. (1898-1988) – Find A Grave 196815638 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2550/records/857097 
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Gainesville FL – “Wells (MN) Mirror” Thursday 18 Feb 1932 p 12 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/70873/records/1746804 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/70873/records/1746804
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“Princeton (MN) Union” Thursday 5 Oct 1922 p 1 

 

 
“Coeur d’Alene (ID) Press” Tuesday 2 Apr 1929 p 1 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7338/records/2469804?tid=178167944&pi

d=322342408337&ssrc=pt 
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Marriage of brother Carl Edward Constans (1902-1969) – “Wells (MN) Mirror” Thursday 18 

Feb 1932 p 12 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/70873/records/615237 

 

 
Divorce 24 Sep 1948 Multnomah Co. OR - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61678/records/180154967 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/70873/records/615237
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9196/records/1070461 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1457754?tid=178167944&pi

d=322342408340&queryId=b106c5f9-023c-4cfd-a8ce-
3b3462d17ee7&_phsrc=cPx29906&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1457754?tid=178167944&pid=322342408340&queryId=b106c5f9-023c-4cfd-a8ce-3b3462d17ee7&_phsrc=cPx29906&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1457754?tid=178167944&pid=322342408340&queryId=b106c5f9-023c-4cfd-a8ce-3b3462d17ee7&_phsrc=cPx29906&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1457754?tid=178167944&pid=322342408340&queryId=b106c5f9-023c-4cfd-a8ce-3b3462d17ee7&_phsrc=cPx29906&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/19264813 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/19264813
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“Idaho Statesman” (Boise ID) Thursday 19 Jul 2001 p 1 
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Brother Robert Quayle Constans (1906-1969) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2550/records/889453?tid=172752716&pid
=182245418995&queryId=5921c8a5-82a2-413d-bd40-

b7f544ec2c1b&_phsrc=cPx29911&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2550/records/889453?tid=172752716&pid=182245418995&queryId=5921c8a5-82a2-413d-bd40-b7f544ec2c1b&_phsrc=cPx29911&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2550/records/889453?tid=172752716&pid=182245418995&queryId=5921c8a5-82a2-413d-bd40-b7f544ec2c1b&_phsrc=cPx29911&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2550/records/889453?tid=172752716&pid=182245418995&queryId=5921c8a5-82a2-413d-bd40-b7f544ec2c1b&_phsrc=cPx29911&_phstart=successSource
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“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Monday 17 Feb 1969 p 24 
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98 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60269/records/104433 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60269/records/104433
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“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Thursday 29 May 1930 p 3 
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“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Friday 30 Mar 2007 p 20 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/1457767 

        
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

    
 
Name:  Willard Arthur Constans 
Name variations: Bill Constans 
Military:   
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number: 250,282 
Entered service from: Blue Earth, Faribault MN 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Willard A. Constans 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father George Constans, Blue Earth MN 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Willard A. Constans 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father George F. Constans, Blue Earth MN (cpl, 16th Co., 
20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Willard A. Constans - b. 14 Aug 1894 Blue Earth 
MN; res: 205 Moore, Blue Earth, Faribault MN. Single. Retail lumber business, 
Weyerhaeuser & Co., Blue Earth MN. Medium height & build.  
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: as W.A. Constans - Klamath Falls OR  
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World War II draft registration (1942): as Willard Arthur Constans - b. 14 Aug 1894 Blue 
Earth MN; res: 1931 Huron St., Klamath Falls OR. NOK Mrs. Margaret Constans of same 
address. Employed by Weyerhaeuser Timber Co., Klamath Falls, Klamath OR. Height: 5’10 
½” – weight: 190 lbs. Card is signed: W.A. Constans. Registered 27 Apr 1942. 
 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: with incorrect birthdate of 14 Aug 1893 
Enlisted 14 Dec 1917 
Discharged 8 Jun 19191 
Address: 1404 Front Ave., Coeur d’Alene ID 
Rank/unit: corporal, Casual Detachment, 669 Demob Group 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 14 Aug 1894 Blue Earth, Faribault MN  
Died: 11 Oct 1964 Redding, Shasta Co. CA  
Find A Grave record: 242912602 
Burial location: Redding, Shasta CA 
Cemetery: Lawncrest Memorial Park 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: George Faribault Constans, 10 May 1860 Blue Earth, Faribault MN – 2 Aug 1937 
Blue Earth, Faribault MN.  
Son of Henry Philip Constans(1834-1917) & Barbara (Barbra) Ann Hebeisen (Hebesion).  
Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Blue Earth, Faribault MN. 
Find A Grave: 115301599  
 
Mother:  Eva Zeletta (Zelletta) Quayle Constans, 25 Apr 1866 Garden City, Wayne MI – 14 
May 1946 Los Angeles Co. CA.  
Daughter of Thomas George Quayle (1834-1885, F: 52738244) & Lucy Northrup (1838-
1914, F: 53738462). Lucy’s surname is spelled Northrop on her Find A Grave record, but it 
is repeated numerous times as Northrup in the online Northrup family history.  
Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Blue Earth, Faribault MN. 
Find A Grave: 115301629 
Parents’ marriage: 4 Dec 1889 Blue Earth, Faribault MN 
 
Spouse:  Margaret Anna Freer Constans, 14 Jun 1893 Blue Earth, Faribault MN [birthplace 
also found as Garden City MN] – 29 Oct 1979 Yorba Linda, Orange CA.  
Daughter of Maynard Melvin Freer (1861-1948, F: 137810639) & Annie May Temple (1863-
1940, F: 137810659). Both her parents are buried in Blue Earth MN. 
Find A Grave: 
Spouse Find A Grave:  
Marriage: 10 Sep 1919 Faribault Co. MN 
 
Children: 
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• Margaret Temple (“Peggy”) Constans Loft, 12 Aug 1920 Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID – 
6 Jun 2010. – Graduate of Carleton College (Northfield MN) in 1942. - Wife of Rodney 
Willard Loft (1918-2010, F: 72650979), whom she married in Jun 1943 in 
Sacramento Co. CA. - Buried in Riverside National Cemetery, Riverside, Riverside 
CA.  F: 82517710 

• Willard Freer Constans, 24 Jul 1924 Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID – 20 Jun 1956 
Sacramento, Sacramento CA. – Sometimes found as Willard Constans Jr. but he & 
his father do not share a middle name. - Married 1 Jul 1948 in Alhambra, Los 
Angeles CA to Jane Day Matthews (1928-1991), the daughter of Ethel Mary Pallins 
(her name in 1948).. US Navy, WWII. - Obituary: “Sacramento Bee” 21 Jun 1956 p 30 
– Willard F. Constans, age 31, assistant sales manager of Wilson Lumber Sales 
Co.’s Sacramento office, died last night at his home at 2017 Flowers St. in the Alden 
district after an extended illness. Son of Willard A. & Margaret Constans of Redding, 
Shasta Co. CA. His father is the general sales manager of Ralph L. Smith Co. & is 
nationally known in the lumber business. Willard Freer was with the Wilson firm for 
4 years. Survived by his wife Jane D. Constants & 2 children, also sister Mrs. 
Margaret Loft & brother Dale Constans. Buried in East Lawn with Masonic services. - 
Buried in East Lawn Memorial Park, Sacramento, Sacramento CA.  F: 120427199 

• Dale David Constans, 17 Jun 1927 Coeur d’Alene ID – 3 Mar 2008 Redding, Shasta 
CA.  Served in the US Marine Corps in WWII. – Married Susan Randall at All Saints 
Episcopal Church, Redding, Shasta CA on 14 Feb 1951. She was the daughter of 
Agnes Randall.  - Married to (Norma) Jean (Jeannie) Murphy Constans at the time of 
his death. Her daughter is listed as JoyInn Thoreson in Dale’s obituary. Norma Jean 
was the daughter of James Arthur Murphy Jr. (1918-1992, F: 115898957) & Mary 
Hazel Mattis (1919-1987, F: 115953572).  – His tombstone inscribed: “Gone bowling 
forever in our hearts.” Buried in Northern California Veterans Cemetery, Igo, Shasta 
CA. F: 65943277 

 
Siblings: https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/K2J7-VTW/willard-arthur-constans-1894-
1964 

• George Maurice Constans, 20 Sep 1890 Blue Earth, Faribault MN – 20 Mar 1975 
Santa Barbara Co. CA. Physician. Attended Carleton College, Northfield MN. - 
Married Mary Helen Wilson (1890-1969, F: 115301653) on 20 May 1917 in Rice Co. 
MN. Mary Helen was the daughter of Herbert Couper Wilson (1858-1940, F: 
93794851) & Mary B. Nichols (1858-1924, F: 93794853).Served in WWI & WWII. - 
Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Blue Earth, Faribault MN. F: 115301642 

• Ruth Constans, 10 Apr 1892 Blue Earth, Faribault MN – 25 Apr 1892 Blue Earth, 
Faribault MN. Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Blue Earth, Faribault MN. F: 115301663 

• Henry Philip Constans, Sr., 23 Dec 1898 Blue Earth, Faribault MN – 13 May 1988 
Gainesville, Alachua FL. - Husband of Bernice Frances Heilig (1898-1996, F: 
196815682) whom he married on 30 Sep 1922 in Mille Lacs Co. MN. - In 1930 Henry 
was a university teacher. Buried in Forest Meadows Memorial Park East, 
Gainesville, Alachua FL. F: 196815638 

https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/K2J7-VTW/willard-arthur-constans-1894-1964
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/K2J7-VTW/willard-arthur-constans-1894-1964
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• ?? Baby Constans - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/178167944/person/322342408334/facts?_phsrc=cPx29900&_phs
tart=successSource 

• Carl Edward Constans, 20 Dec 1902 Blue Earth, Faribault MN – 21 Dec 1969 
Sacramento Co. CA. - Married 28 Jun 1932 in Caledonia, Houston MN to Armella 
Marie Ryan 26 Dec (1907 Caledonia, Houston MN – 17 Jul 2001 Portland, 
Multnomah OR, F: 132869184), the daughter of Malachy Ryan & Mary C. Krieg. – Carl 
& Armella divorced 24 Sep 1948 in Multnomah Co. OR. She is buried in Mount 
Calvary Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah OR. - His CA Death Index record lists his 
birth state as Michigan in error. - Buried in Mount Vernon Memorial Park, Fair Oaks, 
Sacramento CA. F: 97839143 

• Robert Quayle Constans, 29 Apr 1906 Blue Earth, Faribault Co. MN – 14 Feb 1969 
Sacramento Co. CA. – His birthplace of Blue Earth, Faribault MN is listed on his 
WWII draft registration. - Married on 5 Jul 1929 in St. Marie’s, Benewah Co. ID to 
Edith Marie Wiks (1905-2007, F: 123519927). Edith died at age 101. She was the 
daughter of Jacob Hanson Wiks (1860-1921) & Marie Larson. - Buried in Mount 
Vernon Memorial Park, Fair Oaks, Sacramento CA. F: 123519926 

 
Notes: 
 
Willard’s paternal grandfather, Henry Philip Constans, was one of the co-founders of the 
city of Blue Earth in Faribault Co. MN. He ran the Constans House there, the leading hotel. 
Henry gave his son George (Willard’s father) the middle name of Faribault (pronounced 
Fair-i-boh or Fair-boh]. The city and county of Faribault is named either for fur trader/settler 
Alexander Faribault or his father, Jean-Baptiste Faribault.  
 
Willard Arthur Constans, Class of 1916, Carleton College, B.A. degree, lumberman, Coeur 
d’Alene IA [Carleton College, Northfield list] 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Minneapolis Star Tribune” 8 Feb 1918 p 2 – On board: Willard A. Constans, Blue Earth MN 
 
“Minneapolis Star Tribune” 11 Feb 1918 p 6 – reported as missing: William S. [sic for both] 
Constans, Blue Earth MN 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Klamath News” (Klamath Falls OR) 29 Jun 1937 p 10 – formerly vice president of the 
Klamath Falls Lions Club, now installed as president 
 
There are frequent articles at Newspapers.com about Willard’s golfing. Including “Klamath 
News” (Klamath Falls OR) 26 Aug 1938 p 9 – Willard was in the foursome recognized as the 
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noisiest, with each of the man awarded a golf ball, during the service club golf 
championship. 
 
“Klamath News” (Klamath Falls OR) 14 Jul 1940 p 5 – photo – Miss Peggy Constans, 
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. W.A. Constance of 1931 Huron, pictured with airplane & man. She is 
home for the summer from her studies at Carleton College [Northfield MN].  
 
“Klamath Falls Herald & News” 13 Apr 1949 p 14 – photo – “Constans to Head Sales for 
Smith” – W.A. Constans, former sales manager with Weyerhaeuser Timber Co. of Klamath 
Falls, has been named the new general sales manager for the Ralph L. Smith Lumber Co., 
headquartered in Anderson CA. The transfer of the Smith office to the West Coast was 
done for efficiency. Besides the operation in Anderson CA, the company operates 2 
sawmills at Canby CA, a box factory at Alturas CA, a molding/cutting/gluing operation at 
Klamath Falls OR & a sawmill at Izee OR. Constans was born in Blue Earth MN & completed 
his education at Carleton College. He worked in his early years in retail yards in MN. Then 
he went west, working for Edward Rutledge Timber Co. at Coeur d’Alene ID. After becoming 
familiar with the manufacture of pine lumber, he entered the sales department, later 
becoming sales manager. When Weyerhaeuser Timber organized its top personnel at its 
new Klamath Falls project, “Bill” – as he’s known – was chosen as sales manager. For the 
past 5 years he has resided at Pasadena CA where he was engaged in wholesale & retail 
lumber. 
 
“Klamath Falls (OR) Herald & News” 15 Sep 1951 p. 8 – features a photo of Willard’s 1-
year-old grandson, Greggory Constans, son of Mr. & Mrs. W.F. Constans of 1416 Nimitz. He 
is the grandson of Mr. & Mrs. W.A. Constans, who is well-remembered here & was known 
as “Bill.” He was sales manager for Weyerhauser Timber Co., but is now with Ralph L. 
Smith Lumber Co. 
 
“Feather River Bulletin” (Quincy CA) 16 Jan 1958 p 3 – Willard A. Constans, general sales 
manager of Ralph L. Smith Lumber Co. of Anderson CA was named head of the wood 
promoting planning committee of the National Lumber Manufacturers Association. 
 
“Eureka (CA) Humboldt Standard” 30 Mar 1959 p 15 – W.A Constans of Anderson CA was 
named 1 of the 4 directors from CA as part of the 47 directors of the West Coast 
Lumbermen’s Association.  
 
Obituary: 
 
“Sacramento (CA) Bee” 12 Oct 1964 p 23 – Died in Redding CA, Willard A. Constans, 70, 
husband of Margaret. Father of Margaret Loff [sic/Loft] of Los Altos CA & Dale D. Constans 
of Redding CA. [son Willard has died]. Brother of Dr. George Constans (Santa Barbara, 
Santa Barbara Co. CA) – Philip Constans of Gainesville FL – Carl E. & Robert Constans of 
Blue Earth MN. Services tomorrow in McDonald’s Chapel in Redding. Burial in Lawncrest 
Memorial Park. 
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Social Security Number: 541-09-8367 
 
Censuses: 
 
1895 MN state census – Blue Earth, Faribault MN 
George F. Constans, 35 MN, bank clerk 
Eve, 27 MN 
George F. Jr., 4 MN 
Willard, 1 MN 
On the same page: George’s parents Henry P. & Barbara Constans 
 
1900 Blue Earth, Faribault MN – conducted 13 Jun 1900 
George F. Constans, 40 MN, May 1860, father b. France, mother b. Switzerland, supervisor, 
lumber yards 
Eva V., 34 MN, Apr 1866, father b. Isle of Man [England], mother b. NY, gave birth to 4 
children, 3 are living 
George M., 9 MN, Sep 1890, at school 
Willard A., 5 MN, Aug 1894 
Henry P., 1 MN, Dec 1898 
Emma Haase, 25 MN, Feb 1875, parents b. Germany, servant 
 
1910 Blue Earth, Faribault MN – conducted 15 Apr 1910 
Geo. F. CONSTANCE [indexed as Constance, can also be read as Constans], 49 MN, father 
b. France, mother b. Switzerland, in 1st marriage, married 20 years, superintendent, lumber 
company 
Eva Z., 43 MN, father b. Wales, mother b. NY, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 5 are 
living 
George M., 19 MN 
Willard A., 15 MN 
Henry P., 11 MN 
Carl E., 7 MN 
Robert Q., 3 MN [the cursive way of writing a Q often looks like something else – this was 
indexed as an “I” – it often resembles a large number “2”] 
 
1920 Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID – Forest St. – conducted 5 Jan 1920 
Willard CONSTANCE, 25 MN, parents b. US, laborer, saw mill 
Margaret Constance, 26 MN, parents b. MN, substitute teacher, public school 
Alex Berglund, 30 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, emigrated 1906, naturalized 1915, piler, 
lumber [roomer] 
 
In 1930, Willard appears in two different censuses, in two different states – Idaho & 
Oregon: 
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1930 Coeur d’Alene, Kootenai ID – 613 W. Lakeshore – conducted 3 Apr 1930 
Willard Constans, 35 MN, parents b. MN, age 25 at 1st marriage, salesman, lumber 
company, WWI veteran 
Margaret, 35 MN, father b. WI, mother b. MN, age 25 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Margaret, 9 ID [daughter] 
William, 5 ID [son] 
Dale, 2 ID [son] 
Lena Novak, 19 ND, servant for private family 
Ethel Sawyer, 23 PA, nurse, child’s private, home 
 
1930 Klamath Falls, Klamath OR – conducted 22 Apr 1930 – the next entry is the County Jail 
inmates 
Staying as guests at the Willard Hotel: 
Willard Constans, 35 MN, parents b. MN, age 24 at 1st marriage, salesman, lumber 
Margaret, 35 MN, parents b. MN, age 24 at 1st marriage 
Margaret, 9 ID 
Willard, 5 ID 
Dayle, 2 years 9 months ID 
 
1940 Klamath Falls, Klamath OR – conducted 8 Apr 1940 – same place in 1935 
Willard A. Constans, 43 MN, sales manager, lumber mill 
Margaret A., 43 MN, at home 
Margaret, 19 ID 
Willard F., 15 ID 
Dale D., 12 ID 
 
1950 Poverty Flats [or Redding], Shasta CA – conducted 18 Apr 1950 
Willard A. Constans, 56 MN, general manager, salesman, wholesale lumber 
Margaret A., 57 MN 
Dale D., 22 ID 
 


