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TUSCANia 

 

Conat, Laurel James 
1896 MN – 1951 WI 

 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index – 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-NCBT-
Y?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZB-

7SYL&action=view&cc=2968245 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/182360111/person/332524862790/media/1c991727-b198-
4684-a1d4-c4c7fb1bdc61?queryId=8b1ee470-62f8-4d17-8214-

00694d787b0a&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx29399&_ph
start=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/182360111/person/332524862790/media/1c991727-b198-4684-a1d4-c4c7fb1bdc61?queryId=8b1ee470-62f8-4d17-8214-00694d787b0a&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx29399&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/182360111/person/332524862790/media/1c991727-b198-4684-a1d4-c4c7fb1bdc61?queryId=8b1ee470-62f8-4d17-8214-00694d787b0a&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx29399&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/182360111/person/332524862790/media/1c991727-b198-4684-a1d4-c4c7fb1bdc61?queryId=8b1ee470-62f8-4d17-8214-00694d787b0a&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx29399&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/182360111/person/332524862790/media/1c991727-b198-4684-a1d4-c4c7fb1bdc61?queryId=8b1ee470-62f8-4d17-8214-00694d787b0a&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx29399&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/182360111/person/332524862790/media/1c991727-b198-4684-a1d4-c4c7fb1bdc61?queryId=8b1ee470-62f8-4d17-8214-00694d787b0a&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx29399&_phstart=successSource
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Honorable discharge – with incorrect birth location - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/182360111/person/332524862790/media/5f1dd7d4-a7d3-

4b47-a8c0-db9b90350663?queryId=89a75464-1ddb-480f-a8fe-
dd46ec8c38b0&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx29400&_ph

start=successSource 
 
 



4 
 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 6 Mar 1951 p 10 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Friday 9 Mar 1951 p 2 

 
 
 
 

Life: 
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“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 4 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 21 May 1919 p 1 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Tuesday 10 Jun 1919 p 4 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Friday 16 Apr 1926 p 17 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 20 Apr 1926 p 8 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 24 Aug 1927 p 15 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 11 Feb 1929 p 4 
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Laurel, not Loyal, Conat – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 3 Mar 1931 p 14 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 3 Feb 1934 p 2 
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“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Tuesday 26 Jul 1938 p 7 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” left: Tuesday 21 Mar 1939 p 7 and right: Wednesday 5 Apr 
1939 p 1 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 22 Oct 1940 p 28 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Friday 1 Nov 1940 p 19 

 

 
“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Monday 9 Feb 1942 p 10 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 18 Mar 1943 p 24 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 11 Sep 1945 p 20 

 
 

“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 
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Wife 
 

 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Tuesday 25 Jun 1963 p 2 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Monday 24 Oct 1921 p 4 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/1234582?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=000a5fa7-806c-46fc-b669-7e685ee7f46e&_phsrc=cPx29465&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

Children: 
 
 
 

 
Son James Ernest Conat (1924-1924) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 13 Feb 

1924 p  6 
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Son Lloyd E. Conat (1929-1979) –  as “the court cut-up as Master Melody” - “Appleton (WI) 

Post-Crescent” Friday 21 Oct 1938 p 34 
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Lloyd Conat standing at far right as “Officer Buzz” (striped stockings) - “Appleton (WI) Post-

Crescent” Friday 9 May 1941 p 12 
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List continues – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 26 May 1947 p 7 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 3 Dec 1979 p 31 
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Son Gordon H. Conat (1938-2012) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Friday 3 Feb 2012 p 13 
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Golf caddy Gordon Conat is kneeling in front, at far left – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 

Friday 12 Jul 1946 p 13 
 



32 
 

 

 
Gordon Conat in back row, 2nd from right - “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 10 Jan 

1949 p 12 
 



33 
 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 5 Mar 1949 p 3 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Friday 26 Jan 1951 p 5 
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Engaged, but not married, to Barbara Jean Umland - “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 

Wednesday 23 Jul 1952 p 19 
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Engaged & married to Corinne Thorpe - “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 16 Jan 

1957 p 21 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Friday 14 Jun 1957 p 17 

 

 
Twin sons have different birthdays, one born 25 Jan 1951 & one born 26 Jan 1951 – 

“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Friday 26 Jan 1951 p 5 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Tuesday 23 Mar 1965 p 10 

 

 
50th wedding anniversary – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Sunday 24 Jun 2007 p 44 
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Son Duane Roger Conat (1938-1985) – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Friday 20 Jan 1956 p 

11 
 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 6 Dec 1938 p 12 
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“North Country Times” (Oceanside CA) Sunday 5 Jan 1975 p 14 

 
 
 

https://www.clinehansonfuneralhome.com/obituary/4784471 
 
 
 

Father: 
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Photo is captioned “James Conat father of Laurel Conat” but it appears on the Find A 

Grave record of his son James E. Conat, who lived 2 days (6 Feb 1924 – 8 Feb 1924) – Find A 
Graver 169041091 
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“Princeton (MN) Union” Thursday 17 Aug 1899 p 1 
 

Mother: 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/75604953/person/132491678095/facts 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/75604953/person/132491678095/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/75604953/person/132491678095/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61484/images/45638_00204-
00757?pId=92173515 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 2 Aug 1965 p 22 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 2 Aug 1965 p 2 

 
 
 

Stepfather Elmer Ellsworth Bates: 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Friday 30 Mar 1928 p 10 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/75604953/person/132491677692/facts 
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Errors among the children’s listing: stepson MR. Laurel CONAT – stepdaughter Mildred 

Nettie Conat KRAMER – daughter Violet Bates CURRY – and then again Violet unmarried? - 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 2 Apr 1928 p 5 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Wednesday 10 Dec 1919 p 10 

 
Sibling: 
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Sister Mildred Nettie Conat Kramer (1899-1988) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 

5 Jul 1988 p 28 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/75604953/person/132491678407/facts 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/75604953/person/132491678407/facts 
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William J. Kramer – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 19 Apr 1978 p 32 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 18 Mar 1942 p 20 
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Half-siblings: 
 
 

 
Half-sister Violet M. Bates Curry Bonvicin (1903-1983) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 

Wednesday 10 Nov 1920 p 6 
 

 
Marriage in Menominee Co. MI on 4 Dec 1922 to James Curry- 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342229-
00400?pId=1354676979 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342229-00400?pId=1354676979
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342229-00400?pId=1354676979
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Marriage on 27 May 1939 in Dubuque Co. IA to Carl Bonvicin - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8823/images/102909806_01804?pId
=1504233378 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8823/images/102909806_01804?pId=1504233378
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8823/images/102909806_01804?pId=1504233378
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/75604953/person/132491677687/facts 
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Half-sister Audrey Emily Bates Hiser (1906-1986) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Friday 
27 May 1927 p 27 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/75604953/person/132491677692/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/75604953/person/132491677692/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/75604953/person/132491677692/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/35923358 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/27893770 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/1264271 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/27893770


59 
 

 
Audrey Bates & brother-in-law Carl Bonvicin (misspelled) & husband-to-be Herbert 

Hoenecke (also misspelled) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 8 Sep 1936 p 17 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 3 Nov 1936 p 18 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 26 Sep 1936 p 9 

 

 
Herbert Hoenecke divorced wife Ruth on 28 Sep 1931 – “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” 

Tuesday 29 Sep 1931 p 17 
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Violet Bates married Herbert (not Hebert) Hoenecke on 31 Oct 1931 – her sister Violet 

Bates Curry was her attendant – Carl “Dongincine” is likely her brother-in-law Carl 
Bonvicin – reception by half-sister Mildred Nettie Conat Kramer - “Appleton (WI) Post-

Crescent” Saturday 31 Oct 1936 p 9 
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And then she married him again – on 27 Jul 1937 in Crown Point IN - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60282/records/6068858?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=5d3f1009-f4df-4baf-8d12-6285e24408b9&_phsrc=cPx29454&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 2 Aug 1937 p 8 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60282/records/6068858?tid=&pid=&queryId=5d3f1009-f4df-4baf-8d12-6285e24408b9&_phsrc=cPx29454&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60282/records/6068858?tid=&pid=&queryId=5d3f1009-f4df-4baf-8d12-6285e24408b9&_phsrc=cPx29454&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61009/records/95399705?tid=&pid=&quer

yId=aa7e0a16-e40c-45b8-aa20-
d61bc8562a0d&_phsrc=cPx29456&_phstart=successSource 
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Herbert Hoenecke arrested – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 7 Oct 1937 p 19 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 9 Oct 1937 p 11 
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“Waukesha (WI) County Freeman” Thursday 16 Sep 1943 p 3 

 

 
“Waukesha (WI) County Freeman” Tuesday 2 Nov 1943 p 1 
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Marriage on 24 Nov 1952 to Paul E. Hiser - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/93008323?tid=&pid=&quer
yId=c1ecc28b-b875-4d75-bdf8-

2186a6a3b7f3&_phsrc=cPx29458&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Divorce 25 Jun 1956 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61485/records/50103903 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/93008323?tid=&pid=&queryId=c1ecc28b-b875-4d75-bdf8-2186a6a3b7f3&_phsrc=cPx29458&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/93008323?tid=&pid=&queryId=c1ecc28b-b875-4d75-bdf8-2186a6a3b7f3&_phsrc=cPx29458&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/93008323?tid=&pid=&queryId=c1ecc28b-b875-4d75-bdf8-2186a6a3b7f3&_phsrc=cPx29458&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61485/records/50103903
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/27893770 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Half-brother Arnold T. Bates (1912-1920) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/2175871?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=f669be98-90fa-40ad-83d7-e01e21506c24&_phsrc=cPx29447&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/2175871?tid=&pid=&queryId=f669be98-90fa-40ad-83d7-e01e21506c24&_phsrc=cPx29447&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/2175871?tid=&pid=&queryId=f669be98-90fa-40ad-83d7-e01e21506c24&_phsrc=cPx29447&_phstart=successSource
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Half-brother Orville Earl Bates (1916-1977) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 28 

May 1977 p 12 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8823/images/104052667_02792?pId
=94254938 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/75604953/person/132491677690/facts 
 
 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 20 Jul 1939 p 26 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Friday 21 Jul 1939 p 16 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 8 Jul 1943 p 18 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 4 Mar 1944 p 3 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 22 Jul 1945 p 1 
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Is this him? – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 22 Apr 1948 p 15 
 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 13 Dec 1956 p 33 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 6 Aug 1957 p 10 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 31 Oct 1957 p 1 
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Half-sister Anita Mae Bates Grimm (1918-1962) with husband Walter August Frank Grimm, 

perhaps ca. 1962 – Find A Grave 78010093 
 

  
Anita Mae Bates Grimm – Find A Grave 78010012 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/75604953/person/132491677691/facts 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/75604953/person/132491677691/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/75604953/person/132491677691/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/75604953/person/132491677691/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/75604953/person/132491677691/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/75604953/person/132491677691/facts
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funeral programhttps://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/182360111/person/332373154286/media/fecafb20-3d49-
4ff2-ab24-b60c2ab0e1c8?queryId=5d0f4fca-ec3b-4f79-a71c-

e2bfd791f5c2&searchContextTreeId=75604953&searchContextPersonId=132491677691&
_phsrc=cPx29439&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/182360111/person/332373154286/media/3c4708c0-8650-
4afc-8475-ad2ba9b4df1f?queryId=ed0f168d-541a-4d73-bc0c-

83c853ea9d07&searchContextTreeId=75604953&searchContextPersonId=132491677691
&_phsrc=cPx29443&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/182360111/person/332373154286/media/3c4708c0-8650-4afc-8475-ad2ba9b4df1f?queryId=ed0f168d-541a-4d73-bc0c-83c853ea9d07&searchContextTreeId=75604953&searchContextPersonId=132491677691&_phsrc=cPx29443&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/182360111/person/332373154286/media/3c4708c0-8650-4afc-8475-ad2ba9b4df1f?queryId=ed0f168d-541a-4d73-bc0c-83c853ea9d07&searchContextTreeId=75604953&searchContextPersonId=132491677691&_phsrc=cPx29443&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/182360111/person/332373154286/media/3c4708c0-8650-4afc-8475-ad2ba9b4df1f?queryId=ed0f168d-541a-4d73-bc0c-83c853ea9d07&searchContextTreeId=75604953&searchContextPersonId=132491677691&_phsrc=cPx29443&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/182360111/person/332373154286/media/3c4708c0-8650-4afc-8475-ad2ba9b4df1f?queryId=ed0f168d-541a-4d73-bc0c-83c853ea9d07&searchContextTreeId=75604953&searchContextPersonId=132491677691&_phsrc=cPx29443&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/182360111/person/332373154286/media/3c4708c0-8650-4afc-8475-ad2ba9b4df1f?queryId=ed0f168d-541a-4d73-bc0c-83c853ea9d07&searchContextTreeId=75604953&searchContextPersonId=132491677691&_phsrc=cPx29443&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/182360111/person/332373154286/media/bb43b4bc-5ab9-

4edf-921e-75d74ff23939?queryId=c9b4a52a-40b6-4788-ad86-
0262fbd6b942&searchContextTreeId=75604953&searchContextPersonId=132491677691

&_phsrc=cPx29444&_phstart=successSource 
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“Two Rivers (WI) Reporter” Saturday 21 Jul 1962 p 1 
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“Waukesha (WI) County Freeman” Saturday 21 Jul 1962 p 1 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Saturday 21 Jul 1962 p 1 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 21 Jul 1962 p 1 & p 3 
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Story ends abruptly on p 2 – “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Sunday 22 Jul 1962 p 1 & p 2 
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Sunday 22 Jul 1962 p 1 & p 10 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Sunday 29 Jul 1962 p 2 

 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Laurel James Conat 
Name variations: Laural James Conat 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Supply Co. D – private 1st class 
Serial number: 251,172 
Entered service from: New London, Waupaca WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Laurel J. Conat 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Elmer Bates, 1121 Shiocton St., New London WI 
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Laurel J. Conat 
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Mary Bates, 1121 Shiocton St., New London 
WI (cpl, Co. D, 107th Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917): enlisted in the National Guard on 5 May 1917, prior to 
the declaration of war on 6 Apr 1917 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: as Laural Conat - New London WI and 
in 1955 WI Survivors: New London WI (spelled Laurell in one spot, then noted as deceased 
in 2nd listing) 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Laurel James Conat - b. 13 Aug 1896 MN; res: 409 
Avon St., New London, Waupaca WI. NOK Alma Conat, same address. Self-employed. 
Height: 5’10” & weight: 155 lbs. 
https://www.fold3.com/image/595453173?terms=1896,conat,wwii,world,war,ii 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 29 May 1919 
Address:  317 Avon St., New London WI 
Rank/unit: corporal, Co. D, 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 13 Aug 1896 Spencer Brook, Isanti MN  
Died: 5 Mar 1951 New London, Waupaca WI (of a heart attack, at his New London home) 
Find A Grave record: 83904371, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: New London, Waupaca WI 
Cemetery: Floral Hill 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: James. B Conat, ca. 1865 MN – 13 Aug 1899 Bradford, Isanti MN.  
Son of Cornelius Compton Conat (1823 Canada – 1891 MN) & Martha Jane Struthers (1834 
OH – 5 Sep 1910 Beltrami Co. MN, F: 99046950). His parents married 24 Aug 1854 in Rock 
Co. WI. In 1865 census, James was living with his parents in Pine Island, Goodhue MN.  
In 1880 census, James was living with his parents in Belle Prairie, Morrison MN.  
In 1885 James Conat (20 MN) resided with his parents, C.C. Conat (65 Canada) & Martha J. 
(47 PA) in Orange, Douglas MN (along with sister Nettie, age 12 MN).  
Nettie Conat married Daniel Neff 29 Dec 1890 in MN.  
His brother Henry John Conat d. 28 Dec 1943 in Bemidji MN.  
James died of tuberculosis.  
Obituary: “Princeton (MN) Union” Thursday 17 Aug 1899 p 1 – “James B. Conat died last 
Sunday morning at his home in Bradford, victim of that dread disease consumption. Mr. 
Conat was 34 years old and leaves a wife and two children to mourn his death. He came to 
Bradford ten years ago from Osakis.”   
The obituary of James Conat’s mother: “Bemidji (MN) Pioneer” 6 Sep 1910 p 1 – Mrs. 
Martha Conat died at the home of her son, A.J. Conat, on the W.R. McKenzie farm 5 Sep 
1910, funeral 7 Sep 1910, interment in Bemidji Cemetery. 
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James B. Conat’s photograph is found on the Find A Grave record of Laurel Conat’s son 
[James’s grandson] – F: 169041091 
Find A Grave:  
 
Mother: Ella May/Mae Hall Conat Bates, 14 Oct 1876 Manawa, Waupaca WI – 31 Jul 1965 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. Often found as Mae or May. 
Daughter of Norman Bruce Hall (1853 NY-1929 WI, F: 142109384, buried Floral Hill) & his 
1st wife, Hattie C. Stone (1860-1877, buried in Little Wolf Cemetery, Manawa, Waupaca WI, 
F: 131329519) – as of 30 Dec 2024 entry uses surname “Stone”). Hattie Stone Hall died at 
age 17 years, 6 months. Norman Hall & Hattie Stone married 29 Dec 1874 in WI. She was 
the daughter of Orson Stone (1834 NY – 1888 WI, F: 131329518) & Adelaide (Delia) who 
later married Theodore W. Cornell (1851-1930, F: 163270585).  
After the death of her 1st husband James B. Conat, Ella married Elmer Ellsworth Bates. 
Buried in Floral Hill Cemetery, New London, Waupaca WI. 
Find A Grave: 78010882 
Parents’ marriage: 25 Feb 1892 in Isanti Co. MN – Ella May Hall to James B. Conat 
[www.moms.mn.gov]  
 
 
Stepfather: Elmer Ellsworth Bates, 16 Jun 1870 Manawa, Waupaca WI – 29 Mar 1928 New 
London, Waupaca WI.  
Son of Merrit/Merritt Bates & Susan Guerin.  
Killed in an industrial accident at Hatton Lumber. 
Buried in Floral Hill Cemetery, New London, Waupaca WI. 
Stepfather Find A Grave: 78010805 
Stepfather’s marriage: in his obituary, claimed to be 1901 – in her obituary, married 4 Jul 
1900 Manawa, Waupaca WI. 
 
Spouse:  Alma Josefine Thorstenson Conat, 5 Jan 1896 Rosholt, Portage WI – 24 Jun 1963 
New London, Waupaca WI.  
Daughter of Nels Thorstenson (1869-1955, F: 74645571) & Ella (1875-1908, F: 74645570).  
Her surname is listed as “Thorson” in the newspaper account of her marriage to Laurel 
Conat. 
Obituary: “Appleton Post-Crescent” 25 Jun 1963 p 22 – Mrs. Alma J. Conat, 409 Avon St., 
New London, age 67, d. 24 Jun 1963 at a New London hospital following a long illness. Born 
5 Jan 1896 in Rosholt WI. Survived by 3 sons [then obituary only mentions 2] Lloyd Conat & 
Duane Conat of San Diego CA, a brother Odin Thorstenson & 2 sisters. Funeral 27 Jun 
1963.  
Obituary correction: “Appleton Post-Crescent” 26 Jun 1963 p 32 – in her obituary, an error 
was made in the names of her 3 sons. Should have read Lloyd Conat (Milwaukee), Gordon 
Conat (New London) & Duane Conat (San Diego CA).  
Buried in Floral Hill Cemetery, New London, Waupaca WI.  
Spouse Find A Grave: 83904477 
Marriage: 19 Oct 1921 Green Bay, Brown WI. In Trinity Lutheran Church.  
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Children: 

• James Ernest Conat, 6 Feb 1924 New London, Waupaca WI – 8 Feb 1924 New 
London, Waupaca WI. Tombstone inscribed: son of L. & A. Conat. His Find A Grave 
has a photograph of his paternal grandfather, James B. Conat. - Buried in Floral Hill 
Cemetery, New London, Waupaca WI. F: 169041091 

• Lloyd Edwin Conat, 27 Apr 1929 New London, Waupaca WI – 1 Dec 1979 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. – Numerous newspaper articles appear in WI 
newspapers about his school-time piano recitals, school dramatics, Washington 
High School (New London WI) marching band. - Buried in Floral Hill Cemetery, New 
London, Waupaca WI. F: 122954073 

• Gordon H. Conat, 19 Jan 1933 New London, Waupaca WI – 2 Feb 2012 WI. - 
Husband of Corinne A. Thorpe Conat (b. 22 Aug 1936) whom he married 22 Jun 1957 
in Emanuel Lutheran Church, New London, Waupaca WI. - His obituary says he 
joined the Navy in Jul 1952 – at the same time an announcement appears in the 
“Appleton Post-Crescent” 23 Jul 1952 p 19 that Gordon, son of Mrs. Alma Conat, 
409 Avon St., New London, is engaged to Miss Barbara Umland (her photo), 
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Umland of Hortonville WI. This marriage is not 
found in WI records & on 17 Sep 1955, Barbara Jean Umland, daughter of Lawrence 
W. Umland, married Marvin R. Ebben. - Gordon’s twin sons, Dennis Gordon & 
Donald Conat, are born on different days in 1951, one before midnight, one after. - 
Obituary: “Appleton Post-Crescent” 3 Feb 2012 p 13 – photo – age 79, d. 2 Feb 2012 
at the home he proudly built for his family (in Appleton?) Born 19 Jan 1933 to Laurel 
Conat & Alma (Thorstenson) Conat. Washington High School graduate 1951. Joined 
US Navy Jul 1952 & served with Seabees in Midway, Guam, Philippines & Subic Bay 
until Jul 1956. Was VFW post commander 3 times. Married Corinne Thorpe on 22 
Jun 1957. Survived major heart attack in 1979 at age 46. Also member American 
Legion Post No. 283, New London WI. Survived by sister-in-law Lillian Conat & 
brothers-in-law Earl Thorpe & Larry Thorpe. Preceded in death by parents Laurel & 
Alma & brothers James, Lloyd & Duane Conat.  - Buried in Floral Hill Cemetery, New 
London, Waupaca WI. F: 89526993 

• Duane Roger Conat, 5 Dec 1938 New London, Waupaca WI – 11 Jun 1985 San Diego 
Co. CA. Served in the US Navy in Vietnam. Birth: “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 6 
Dec 1938 p 12 – In New London, a son was born to Mr. & Mrs. Laurel Conat at their 
home, 317 Avon St., on 5 Dec 1938 in the morning. – At the time of his death, he had 
been married 18 years to wife Lillian. - Buried in Floral Hill Cemetery, New London, 
Waupaca WI. F: 169041008 

 
Sibling: full sister by his mother Ella’s 1st marriage to James Conat 

• Mildred (“Nettie”) Conat Kramer, 1 Mar 1899 Bradford, Isanti MN – 1 Jul 1988 
Poway, San Diego CA. - Wife of William John Kramer (1890-1978, F: 83904822), 
whom she married on 6 Jul 1916 or 1917. - Obituary: “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 
5 Jul 1988 p 28 – D. 1 Jul 1888 at age 89 in San Diego CA after a lengthy illness. 
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Former resident of New London. Born 1 Mar 1899 in Bradford MN. Married 6 Jul 1916 
to William J. Kramer. Active in VFW Auxiliary. Worked at Horton Toy Factory most of 
her life. Survived by 2 daughters. Preceded in death by husband William Kramer & 3 
brothers: Arnold, Laurel & Orville & 3 sisters: Audrey Heiser [sic], Violet Vonvicin 
[sic] & Anita Grimm. Buried in Floral Hill Cemetery, New London, Waupaca WI. F: 
83904714 

 
Half-siblings: by his mother Ella’s 2nd marriage to Elmer Ellsworth Bates 

• Violet M. Bates Curry Bonvicin, 23 Dec 1903 Tigerton, Shawano WI – 28 Nov 1983. – 
Her last residence was in Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. - Wife of James Gordon Curry 
(1900-1956, F: 196053274), whom she married 4 Dec 1922 in Menominee, 
Menominee MI. Violet Bates, age 18, resident of New London WI, born Tigerton WI, 
was a factory worker. James Curry, age 22, resident of Kaukauna WI, was born 
Wausaukee WI, employed in telephone work. James was the son of Charles Curry & 
Nellie Van Alston. James Curry married Lillie Myrtle Routt (1909-1986) in 1936. – 
Violet’s daughter Beverly Grace Curry was born 13 Aug 1926 in Milwaukee Co. WI & 
died 4 Nov 2006. Beverly married Edwin Czarnecki on 14 Sep 1946 in Milwaukee Co. 
WI. -  In the 1930 census of New London, Waupaca WI, Violet CURREY, 26 WI, 
parents b. WI, age 18 at her 1st marriage, is listed first in the census record but as 
“wife.” Then James Currey (30 WI, parents b. WI, age 22 at 1st marriage, a structural 
iron worker) is listed 2nd, as “head.” Daughter Beverly is age 3, b. WI. The previous 
census entry is for Violet’s mother May Bates & her siblings Anita & Orville Bates. - 
Wife of Carl M. Bonvicin (1904-1991, F: 170913773) whom she married in Dubuque 
Co. IA on 27 May 1939. On their marriage application, both stated they were 
residents of Milwaukee WI. Carl Bonvicin, age 35, born Ironwood MI, son of Louis 
Bonvicin & Angeline Augustine, was a furnace tender. It was his 1st marriage. Violet 
Curry, birth surname Bates, was age 36, born Tigerton WI, daughter of Elmer Bates 
& Ella Mae Hall, her 2nd marriage. One of the witnesses was Violet’s sister Audrey 
Bates.- Buried in Holy Cross Cemetery & Mausoleum, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 
170913786 

• Audrey Emily Bates Hoenecke Hiser, 6 Nov 1906 Manawa, Waupaca WI – 30 Dec 
1985 [according to WI death record but tombstone inscribed 1986] Milwaukee, 
Milwaukee WI. – Married Herbert Warren Hoenecke (1901 IL – 1968 IL, F: 
206062212), who had divorced wife Ruth in Brown Co. WI in Sep 1931. Audrey & 
Herbert married on 31 Oct 1936 in the Methodist parsonage at New London, 
Waupaca WI.  Then they married again, on 27 Jul 1937, in Crown Point, Lake Co. IN. 
In Sep 1943 Audrey Hoenecke petitioned for divorce in Waukesha Co. WI, which 
was granted on the grounds of desertion on 1 Nov 1943.  - Married Paul Elmer Hiser 
on 24 Nov 1952 in Milwaukee Co. WI. They divorced in WI on 25 Jun 1956. He has 
not been traced. - Buried in Floral Hill Cemetery, New London, Waupaca WI. F: 
86502405 

• Arnold T. Bates, 6 Apr 1912 New London, Waupaca WI – 11 Feb 1920 New London, 
Waupaca WI. Buried in Floral Hill Cemetery, New London, Waupaca WI. F: 
78011478 
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• Orville Earl Bates, 20 Jun 1916 Outagamie Co. WI (in the New London part that lies 
in Outagamie) – 27 May 1977 Nicholson, Waupaca WI. – Stating it was his 1st 
marriage, Orville married Mary Ann Gavalier on 1 Jan 1941 in Dubuque Co. IA. It was 
her 2nd marriage; she did not provide her parents’ names but reported they were 
deceased.   Husband of Florence A. Bjelland Kieth (1912-2002); She was the 
daughter of Ole Bjelland & Anna Serina Johnson. Orville & Florence married in 1945. 
- Buried in Floral Hill Cemetery, New London, Waupaca WI.  F: 78011222 

• Anita Mae (“Nita”) Bates Grimm, 28 Aug 1918 New London, Waupaca WI – 21 Jul 
1962 Pella, Shawano Co. WI. - Wife of Walter August Frank Grimm (1914-1962, F: 
78010093) whom she married 19 Oct 1940 in Waupaca Co. WI. – Walter & Anita 
were killed in the same car collision, on the same day, between Caroline WI & Pella 
WI. There were no witnesses & no survivors – only 7 casualties. The Grimms were in 
a car with two other neighbor couples, Oscar Herman Wilhelm (Pete) Mehlberg 
(1911-1962, F: 106770371, the driver) & wife Jeanette Lillian Gerbig (1918-1962, F: 
106770379) and John J. Koepke (1911-1962, F: 83751530) & wife Nora Marie 
Brandenburg (1915-1962, F: 83751531), with the men seated in front, women in 
back, when a car driven by Dilton Leroy Pingle (1939-1962, F: 155036650) crested a 
high hill, in the wrong lane, on Co. Hwy. M near Pella WI. The accident, which 
occurred around 2 a.m. was discovered over an hour later. They were seemingly 
headed out for fishing, and had stopped around 1:15 a.m. for a light lunch in Pella 
WI, at Grimm’s Steak House (no relation) operated by Mrs. Louis Grimm, the sister 
of Nora Koepke. Anita did not want the group to stop for lunch but to come to her 
house for some food, but she was overruled. – The accident left their 3 children – 
James, Susan & Stephen - orphaned. - Both Anita and Walter had a joint funeral & 
are buried in Bethlehem Lutheran Cemetery, Pella Shawano WI. F: 78010012 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 21 May 1919 p 1 – “Tuscania Passengers Back in United 
States” - The 107th Supply Train with Appleton & New London men is back from war. The 
unit arrived in Newport News VA in the late afternoon of 20 May 1919 on the “Virginia,” 
which left 2 weeks ago from Brest, France. They were quartered last night at Camp Hill 
where they will be for several days. The unit consists of mostly men from WI & MI. They 
were cheered by thousands lining their path as they marched. “They drew attention 
because of their sturdy and husky appearance.” Among them were several Tuscania 
survivors, among them Laurel J. Conat, of 1121 Shiocton St., New London. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” 11 Feb 1929 p 4 – Rev. Francis S. Dayton spoke at the 
Tuscania memorial program held by the Norris Spencer American Legion Post. He 
mentioned Clifford Norris & William Spencer, Tuscania casualties from Co. D. Frank Davis 
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& Laurel Conat of the local posts who were Tuscania passengers, “and were stated to be 
the last in conversation with their lost buddies gave thrilling details of the horrible 
disaster.” 
 
“Appleton Post-Crescent” 21 Mar 1939 p 7 – Laurel Conat & another man run across the 
incumbent for the seat of 5th Ward alderman in New London.  
 
“Appleton Post-Crescent” 5 Apr 1939 p 1 – In the 5th Ward alderman race, incumbent Frank 
Meating got 162 votes, Laurel Conat 98 votes & Frank Specht 15 votes. 
 
“Appleton Post-Crescent” 22 Oct 1940 p 28 – Mr. & Mrs. Laurel Conat, 409 Avon St., were 
surprised with a party at their home Saturday night, 19 Oct 1940, celebrating their 20th 
anniversary. They received many china gifts. The guest list includes his sister & half-
siblings. 
 
“Appleton Post-Crescent” 1 Nov 1940 p 19 – The decision by the building inspector to deny 
a building permit to Laurel Conat, 409 Avon St., for a 3-car garage, 20-by-30-feet, was 
upheld by the zoning board of appeals. The original petition was denied because it violated 
state building code limits of a size of 500 square feet in that area. Conat planned to enlarge 
the present 2-car garage used in his auto-wrecking business at his residence. The cost was 
approximately $150. 
 
"Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune" 9 Feb 1942 p 10 - NTSA reunion there, William 
Ruechel (Shawano Co. WI), Laurel Conat (New London WI) & Arthur H. Otto (Seymour WI) 
saw each other for the 1st time since the war  
 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Appleton [WI] Post-Crescent" 6 Mar 1951 p 10 - age 55, died of an apparent heart attack at 
10 p.m. on Monday, 5 Mar 1951. Owner of Conat Auto Wrecking Co. of New London, b. 
Spencer Brook MN 13 Aug 1896, came to New London at age 8. Survived by his wife, 
survived by wife (unnamed), mother Mrs. Mary Bates (New London), 3 sons: Lloyd Conat 
(Milwaukee), Gordon & Duane Conat (at home), half-brother Orville Bates (Milwaukee), 3 
half-sisters: Mrs. Violet Bonvicin & Miss Audrey Bates (of Milwaukee WI) & Mrs. Walter 
Grimm (Marion) and 1 sister Mrs. William Kramer of New London.  
 
Social Security Number: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Little Wolf township, Manawa, Waupaca WI – conducted 14 Jun 1900 
Henry R. Elles, Feb 1836, 64 NY, widowed, retired farmer 
Adel Starks, 66 NY, Apr 1834, widow, gave birth to no children [sister] 
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Ella M. Canot (or Conat), 23 WI, Oct 1876, parents b. NY, married 5 years, gave birth to 2 
children, 2 are living [Henry’s niece, Laurel’s mother] 
Laurel Canot/Conat, 3 MN, Aug 1896, father b. MN, mother b. WI “2nd nephew” [great-
nephew] 
Mildred Canot/Conat, 1 MN, Mar 1899, father b. MN, mother b. WI, “2nd niece” [great-
niece] 
& boarder George Wilber, 63 MN, Jun 1887, day laborer 
 
1900 Little Wolf, Waupaca WI – conducted 13 Jun 1900 – same location as Ella May Hall 
Conat – her 2nd husband 
Elmer E. Bates, 30 WI, Jun 1869, single, day laborer 
 
1910 New London, Waupaca WI 
Donald Bates [indexed as Dates], 39 WI, father b. PA, mother b. NY, in 1st marriage, married 
8 years, farmer, general farming [this is Elmer Bates] 
Ella May Bates, 32 WI, parents b. NY, in 2nd marriage, gave birth to 5 children, 4 are living 
[wife] 
L. Violet Bates, 6 WI, parents b. WI [daughter] 
Audra, 3 WI, parents b. WI [daughter] 
Laurel Conat, 13 MN, father b. MN, mother b. WI, farmer, general farming [stepson] 
Mildred Conat, 11 MN, father b. MN, mother b. WI [stepdaughter] 
 
1920 Mukwa, Waupaca WI – conducted 15/16 Jan 1920 
Elmer E. Bates, 49 WI, father b. PA, mother b. NY --- logs, --- mill 
Ella May Bates, 42 WI, parents b. NY 
& their children: 
Violet S. [or L.?] Bates, 16 WI 
Audrey E. Bates, 13 WI 
Arnold T. Bates, 7 WI 
Orville W. Bates, 3 years 6 months WI 
Aleta M. Bates, 1 year 4 months WI 
& stepson: 
James S. Conat, 23 MN, parents b. WI, single, machine work, Horton?/Hattus? (spelling?) 
Lumber Co. 
 
1930 New London, Waupaca WI - conducted 14 Apr 1930 
Laurel Conat, 33 MN, parents b. WI, age 25 at 1st marriage, no occupation listed, WWI 
veteran 
Elma, 33 WI, parents b. Norway, age 25 at 1st marriage 
Lloyd, 10 months WI 
 
1930 New London, Waupaca WI -1121 Shiocton St. 
May Bates, 53 WI, widow 
Anita, 11 WI 
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Orville, 13 WI 
The previous entry is for May’s daughter Violet “Currey” (Curry), her husband James Curry 
& daughter Beverly, age 3. 
 
1940 New London, Waupaca WI – 409 Avon – same house in 1935 
J. Laurel Conat, 43 MN, dealer & wrecker, second-hand cars 
Alma, 43 WI 
Lloyd, 11 WI 
Gordon, 7 WI 
Duane, 1 WI 
 
1950 New London, Waupaca WI 
Laurel J. Conat, 53 MN, welder, welding shop 
Alma J., 53 WI 
Gordon H., 17 WI 
Duane R., 11 WI 
 
 
 


