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TUSCANIA 

 

Collins, Maxwell W. (born Klug) 
1896 WI – 1979 WI 
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Maxwell W. Collins – “Sheboygan (WI) Press” Wednesday 5 Feb 1936 p 16 
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New president of National Tuscania Survivors Association – “Sheboygan (WI) Press” 

Thursday 6 Feb 1936 p 1 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/239469160/ 
 
 

 
“Reedsburg (WI) Times-Press” Thursday 23 Dec 1897 p 5 –  

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/239469160/
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/1026709527/ 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/510054?tid=&pid=&queryId=

669ccd06-368b-472c-820a-46c55f280eb9&_phsrc=cPx28898&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/1026709527/
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/510054?tid=&pid=&queryId=669ccd06-368b-472c-820a-46c55f280eb9&_phsrc=cPx28898&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2544/records/510054?tid=&pid=&queryId=669ccd06-368b-472c-820a-46c55f280eb9&_phsrc=cPx28898&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/35289503 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61482/records/35289503
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/11803278?tid=61758794&pi

d=38442543313&ssrc=pt 
 

 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index – 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-N41Q-
Z?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQRX4-

NC3Z&action=view&cc=2968245 
 

 
Milwaukee WI city directory 1928 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/895148220?tid=61758794&p
id=38442543313&queryId=c419ac71-e84d-434c-8c19-

73e5188c281b&_phsrc=cPx28944&_phstart=successSource 
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Eau Claire WI city directory 1935 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/765223990 
 

Life: 
 

 
Grandmother Mrs. Albertine Buelow Klug in Reedsburg WI – “Reedsburg (WI) Times-Press” 

Thursday 12 Sep 1907 p 2 
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As corporal - “Marshfield (WI) News & The Wisconsin Hub” Thursday 30 Aug 1917 p 1 
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List continues – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Merrill (WI) Daily Herald” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Letter from Ray Anderson, “Marshfield News & Wisconsin Hub” (Marshfield WI) 2 May 1918 
p 8 
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“Marshfield (WI) News & Wisconsin Hub” Thursday 16 May 1918 p 5 

 

 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Tuesday 11 Jan 1921 p 3 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Thursday 10 Mar 1921 p 3 

 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Tuesday 16 Aug 1921 p 8 

 

 
“Reedsburg (WI) Times-Press” Thursday 27 Feb 1930 p 8 
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Excerpt: 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 14 Jan 1932 p 3 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Friday 20 Jan 1933 p 1 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Thursday 16 Aug 1934 p 8 
 

 
“Marshfield (WI) News-Herald” Tuesday 5 Feb 1935 p 7 
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“Beaver Dam (WI) Daily Citizen” Wednesday 6 Feb 1935 p 5 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Wednesday 6 Feb 1935 p 1 
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“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Wednesday 5 Feb 1936 p 1 
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“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Thursday 6 Feb 1936 p 1 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Thursday 6 Feb 1936 p 5 
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“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Tuesday 8 Dec 1936 p 12 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 1 Feb 1937 p 7 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Saturday 6 Feb 1937 p 4 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Saturday 22 May 1397 p 12 
 



31 
 

 
“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Saturday 11 Jul 1945 p 8 
 

 
“Reedsburg (WI) Times-Press” Thursday 5 Jun 1947 p 7 
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Wife 

 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60722/records/2709836?tid=61758794&pi

d=38442543313&queryId=ad5c4a1e-0708-4d1c-a918-
8e39fe1ec6db&_phsrc=cPx28941&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60722/records/2709836?tid=61758794&pid=38442543313&queryId=ad5c4a1e-0708-4d1c-a918-8e39fe1ec6db&_phsrc=cPx28941&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60722/records/2709836?tid=61758794&pid=38442543313&queryId=ad5c4a1e-0708-4d1c-a918-8e39fe1ec6db&_phsrc=cPx28941&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60722/records/2709836?tid=61758794&pid=38442543313&queryId=ad5c4a1e-0708-4d1c-a918-8e39fe1ec6db&_phsrc=cPx28941&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/1102820?tid=61758794&pi

d=38442543313&queryId=faf46ed6-d0e1-4e38-9877-
e590feee4d04&_phsrc=cPx28943&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
“Port Huron (MI) Herald-Press” Friday 9 Jul 1920 p 6 
 

 
1916 Milwaukee WI city directory - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/792361820?tid=&pid=&quer
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yId=82bba3b5-7afb-40c8-91f6-
414aa5c7d18b&_phsrc=cPx28958&_phstart=successSource 
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“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Tuesday 19 Mar 1940 p 8 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Wednesday 26 Sep 1945 p 8 
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Uncle & aunts of Minerva – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Thursday 10 Feb 1938 p 9 
 
 

Biological father Albert A. Klug: 
 

 
“Reedsburg (WI) Times-Press” Thursday 5 Jan 1911 p 2 
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“Merrill (WI) Daily Herald” Friday 21 Feb 1930 p 3 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Friday 21 Feb 1930 p 1 
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“Wisconsin Dells Events” (Kilbourn WI) Thursday 27 Feb 1930 p 1 
 



42 
 



43 
 

 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Tuesday 4 Mar 1930 p 1 

 
 

 
“Portage (WI) Daily Democrat” Friday 13 Dec 1889 p 3 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Thursday 11 Dec 1919 p 1 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/2072122?tid=&pid=&queryI

d=e12b201a-78c5-43f4-ae7d-
95037c286a57&_phsrc=cPx28918&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/2072122?tid=&pid=&queryId=e12b201a-78c5-43f4-ae7d-95037c286a57&_phsrc=cPx28918&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/2072122?tid=&pid=&queryId=e12b201a-78c5-43f4-ae7d-95037c286a57&_phsrc=cPx28918&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/2072122?tid=&pid=&queryId=e12b201a-78c5-43f4-ae7d-95037c286a57&_phsrc=cPx28918&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/2091570 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/2091570
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Della’s mother Mary DeMott Gibson - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/889918953/?focus=0.35182545%2C0.06871897%2
C0.49951515%2C0.16402732&xid=3355 
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Obituary of Theodore Steele, 1st husband of his 2nd wife Helen Gibson Steele – “Baraboo 

(WI) News Republic” Friday 3 Apr 1914 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 4 Apr 1914 p 8 

 
Biological mother Sarah Lindsay: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/2093667?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=e685ba92-33f9-4506-b01f-3d1cede99a6f&_phsrc=cPx28916&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
“Reedsburg (WI) Times-Press” Thursday 7 Oct 1897 p 8 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/2828554 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XLWJ-T7X 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4984/records/199732 
 

 
“Minneapolis (MN) Daily Times” Friday 28 Jan 1898 p 3 – WI death record: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/3070794 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Adoptive Father: 
 



56 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4997/records/3271334?tid=&pid=&queryId
=c8e5d1c7-41f9-4449-8bed-547ca5c30af5&_phsrc=cPx28846&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/2062488 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/2062488
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Wednesday 26 Jun 1901 p 1 
 

 
Death on 9 Jan 1917 Juneau Co. WI - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/2623925?tid=61758794&pi
d=38442542077&queryId=b52efac6-ba3c-4b88-827d-
de1d2f6e0b35&_phsrc=cPx28884&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/2623925?tid=61758794&pid=38442542077&queryId=b52efac6-ba3c-4b88-827d-de1d2f6e0b35&_phsrc=cPx28884&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/2623925?tid=61758794&pid=38442542077&queryId=b52efac6-ba3c-4b88-827d-de1d2f6e0b35&_phsrc=cPx28884&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/2623925?tid=61758794&pid=38442542077&queryId=b52efac6-ba3c-4b88-827d-de1d2f6e0b35&_phsrc=cPx28884&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2542/records/1239388?tid=&pid=&queryId
=c17fa4d3-49a3-4be8-a4d3-7b0e0a7edaa9&_phsrc=cPx28980&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

Adoptive Mother: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60984/records/805224?tid=&pid=&queryId
=1b8f7a66-8682-49a8-8bd1-ddc76e75acfb&_phsrc=cPx28842&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60984/records/1701781 
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Marriage 26 Dec 1870 to Elisha J. Alexander – “Chicago Evening Mail” Saturday 7 Jan 1871 p 
4 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9048/records/3277872 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9048/records/3277872
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“Harvard (IL) Herald” 13 Feb 1891 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/192950489/person/232514767155/media/18667ff6-7172-
4bf3-aa50-ffbf61f49ecc?queryId=6776cc22-c9fa-486a-8d30-
eb8889d8d64f&searchContextTreeId=61758794&searchContextPersonId=38163891118&
_phsrc=cPx28896&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
“Reedsburg (WI) Times-Press” Thursday 9 Aug 1900 p 2 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/192950489/person/232514767155/media/18667ff6-7172-4bf3-aa50-ffbf61f49ecc?queryId=6776cc22-c9fa-486a-8d30-eb8889d8d64f&searchContextTreeId=61758794&searchContextPersonId=38163891118&_phsrc=cPx28896&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/192950489/person/232514767155/media/18667ff6-7172-4bf3-aa50-ffbf61f49ecc?queryId=6776cc22-c9fa-486a-8d30-eb8889d8d64f&searchContextTreeId=61758794&searchContextPersonId=38163891118&_phsrc=cPx28896&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/192950489/person/232514767155/media/18667ff6-7172-4bf3-aa50-ffbf61f49ecc?queryId=6776cc22-c9fa-486a-8d30-eb8889d8d64f&searchContextTreeId=61758794&searchContextPersonId=38163891118&_phsrc=cPx28896&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/192950489/person/232514767155/media/18667ff6-7172-4bf3-aa50-ffbf61f49ecc?queryId=6776cc22-c9fa-486a-8d30-eb8889d8d64f&searchContextTreeId=61758794&searchContextPersonId=38163891118&_phsrc=cPx28896&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/192950489/person/232514767155/media/18667ff6-7172-4bf3-aa50-ffbf61f49ecc?queryId=6776cc22-c9fa-486a-8d30-eb8889d8d64f&searchContextTreeId=61758794&searchContextPersonId=38163891118&_phsrc=cPx28896&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/3889260?tid=61758794&pi
d=38163891118&queryId=834e296a-801b-492d-a80a-
0ab6b14e33f9&_phsrc=cPx28893&_phstart=successSource 
 
Sibling: 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/3889260?tid=61758794&pid=38163891118&queryId=834e296a-801b-492d-a80a-0ab6b14e33f9&_phsrc=cPx28893&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/3889260?tid=61758794&pid=38163891118&queryId=834e296a-801b-492d-a80a-0ab6b14e33f9&_phsrc=cPx28893&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/3889260?tid=61758794&pid=38163891118&queryId=834e296a-801b-492d-a80a-0ab6b14e33f9&_phsrc=cPx28893&_phstart=successSource
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“Sioux City (IA) Journal” Wednesday 11 Feb 1976 p 14 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/41034929?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=0724753b-8379-45e8-8f60-a80f4639c69c&_phsrc=cPx28911&_phstart=successSource 
 



71 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8561/records/715915 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8561/records/715915
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“Sioux City (IA) Journal” Tuesday 22 Mar 1977 p 6 
 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Maxwell W. Collins (birth surname: Klug) 
Name variations: born Maxwell Klug (Klugg) - - nickname: Mickie 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  07th Supply Co. F - corporal  
Serial number: 251,289 
Entered service from: Elroy, Juneau WI 
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Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Max Collins 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Alice Collins, Elroy WI 
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Max Collins  
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Alice Collins, Elroy WI (cpl, Co. F, 107th Supply 
Train)  
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: Not on NTSA roster – in list of 1955 WI 
Survivors: 2829 N. Kramer, Milwaukee WI 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Maxwell Collins - b. 1 Oct 1896 Elroy WI; res: 2829 
N. Cramer St., Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. NOK Mrs. Minerva E. Collins of the same 
address. Employed at Zetterlund Engineering Works, 3707 N. Richards, Milwaukee, 
Milwaukee WI. Height: 5’11 ½” & weight: 170 lbs.   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Max Collins and Maxwell Collins 
Enlisted 2 Aug 1917 
Discharged 29 May 1919 
Address: 422 Austin, Milwaukee WI 
Rank/unit:  corporal, Co. F, 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 1 Oct 1896 Elroy, Juneau WI  
Died: 28 Nov 1979 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI  
Find A Grave record: 122522139, presence on Tuscania noted in flower  
Died:   
Find A Grave record:  
Burial location: Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI 
Cemetery: Forest Home 
Tombstone: inscription: 32nd Div on regular tombstone  
 

 
** Maxwell is listed as the “adopted son” of Walter & Alice Collins in the 1910 census.  
In the 1900 census, his biological father was born in NY; his biological mother was born in 
WI; while adoptive father Walter Collins was born in WI & adoptive mother Alice in IL. Alice 
indicates she has given birth to 1 child in the 1900 census & 1 is living, but says she has 
given birth to 1 child in the 1910 census & no child is living.  
In 1910, both of Maxwell’s parents are reported as born in WI. 
 
BIOGRAPHY: 
 
Maxwell Klug (with surname spelled Klugg on his Wisconsin birth record) was born 1 
October 1896 in Elroy, Juneau County, Wisconsin, to Albert A. Klug and Sarah Lindsay. 
Albert & Sarah had married 4 July 1889 in Sauk County, Wisconsin. 
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Albert and Sarah Klug had three children: Laurena M. Klug (born 21 May 1894), Maxwell 
Klug (born 1 October 1896), and an additional child who died in infancy, according to 
Albert’s obituaries. 
 
Sarah died 26 September 1897 of miliary tuberculosis in Sauk County, Wisconsin. Laurena 
was three years old and Maxwell was five days away from his first birthday. 
 
Three months later, the Reedsburg (WI) “Times-Press” of Thursday, 23 December 1897, 
page 5, reported: 
“On Sunday last Albert Klug came down from Elroy to visit his people and to take his little 
son, Maxwell, with him to Elroy; he has found a good home for both of his children. The 
little girl, Lorena [sic/Laurena], is in the family of Smith Sherman, and Walter Collins has 
the little boy. Mr. Klug’s mother [Albertine Buelow Klug] has had the little boy since his 
mother’s death, but she can now go out as nurse again. “ 
 
Laurena M. Klug Sherman (1894-1977, Find A Grave 214213322) joined the family of Smith 
B. Sherman (Find A Grave 185376648) and Annie M. (Richardson) Sherman (Find A Grave 
31826935).  
 
On 24 April 1912 in Potter County, South Dakota, Laurena Sherman married Charles B. 
McKenzie (1888-1949, Find A Grave 233360747). The “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison 
WI) of Tuesday, 16 August 1921, page 8, notes “Mrs. Charles McKenzie is visiting her 
brother, Max Collins, at Elroy.”  
 
Maxwell joined the family of Walter Henry Collins (1846-perhaps 1917?) and Alice Backus 
(1850-perhaps 1933?). This was the second marriage for both. Alice Backus Alexander was 
a widow; her first husband was Elisha J. Alexander (1848-1891, Find A Grave 66397491), 
whom she had married in 1870.  
 
In the 1900 census, both Maxwell and sister Laurena lived in Elroy, Juneau County, 
Wisconsin, but with their adoptive families. Maxwell Collins is listed as the son of Walter H. 
and Alice A. Collins. Laurena M. Sherman is the “adopted daughter” of Smith and Anna M. 
Sherman.  
 
In the 1910 census, Maxwell is listed as the “adopted son” of Walter H. and Alice Collins, 
living in Elroy, Juneau County, Wisconsin. In 1910, Laurena Sherman is age 14 and living 
with her adoptive sister Mellie Sherman Blakeslee, Mellie’s husband Charles Blakeslee 
and Laurena’s adoptive mother Annie M. Sherman in Gettysburg, Potter County, South 
Dakota. 
 
Maxwell Collins entered the U.S. Army on 2 August 1917. As a corporal in the 107th Supply 
Train, Company E, he sailed aboard the troopship SS “Tuscania” on 24 January 1918 from 
New York City on his way to World War I. On 5 February 1918, the “Tuscania” was 
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torpedoed and sunk in the North Channel between Scotland and Ireland by German 
submarine UB-77, with the loss of 215 American soldiers.  
 
Maxwell Collins returned from war with the same rank and in the same unit in May 1919 
aboard the “Virginian.” His military serial number was 251289. On both voyages, he listed 
his mother, Alice Collins of Elroy, Wisconsin, as his next-of-kin.  
 
Maxwell served as president of the National Tuscania Survivors Association in 1936 and as 
its secretary in 1938.  
 
On 10 December 1919, Maxwell’s biological father Albert A. Klug married Mrs. Helen Della 
Gibson Steele (1864-1943, Find A Grave 79251848). Della’s first husband Theodore Steele 
had died in 1914.  
 
Albert’s numerous obituaries in Wisconsin newspapers in 1930 report he was survived by a 
son and daughter from a previous marriage, and that another child had died in infancy. His 
children’s names are often not reported, but Laurena is once mentioned as Mrs. Chas. 
McKenzie. When Max is listed as the surviving son, his surname is not included.   
 
In 1920, Maxwell Collins, age 23, was an order clerk for a motor manufacturer, a boarder in 
the Sheeran household in Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin. 
 
On 19 September 1925, Maxwell Collins married Minerva E. Zinzow in Ascension 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin. She was the 
daughter of Frederick W. Zinzow and Frederica (Kliefoth) Zinzow. In the 1930 census, 
Maxwell and Minerva Collins lived with Minerva’s parents and brother Clifford Zinzow in 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin. Maxwell was a salesman of lubricating fuel oils. 
 
In 1940 and 1950, Maxwell and Minerva Collins lived with the sisters of Minerva’s mother, 
Emma Louise Kliefoth Clifford (Find A Grave 111304334) and Wilhelmina (Minnie) Kliefoth 
Cunningham (Find A Grave 111304316) in Milwaukee, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin. 
 
 
 

 
 
Biological father: Albert A. Klug, 3 Dec 1857 [1858 in obituary] NY – 21 Feb 1930 Sauk Co. 
WI (at his home at Mirror Lake). 
Son of Gottfried Klug (1827-1893) & Albertine Buelow (1838 Germany-1911 WI, F: 
105794157). 
Three months after his wife Sarah’s death, his daughter Laurena was in the household of 
Smith Sherman & son Maxwell in the household of Walter Henry Collins. Their surname 
Klug changed to those of their adoptive parents.  
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On 10 Dec 1919, Albert Klug married Mrs. Helen Della Steele (1864 WI – 22 Jan 1943, F: 
79251848). She is buried in Lake Delton Cemetery, Lake Delton, Sauk WI. 
Buried in Green Wood Cemetery, Reedsburg, Sauk WI. 
Find A Grave: 105794178 
 
Biological mother: Sarah J. Lindsay Klug, 1870 Dellona, Sauk WI – 26 Sep 1897 Sauk Co. 
WI. 
Daughter of William Lindsay (b. County Tipperary, Ireland – d. 29 Jan 1898, a resident of 
Reedsburg, Sauk WI, F: 120631906) & Margaret (Maggie) Lee (b. Apr 1826 County Tipperary, 
Ireland – 4 Mar 1881, F: 58400756). Both buried in the same cemetery as Sarah.  
Sarah died of miliary tuberculosis, which she had for 4 weeks prior to her death.  
One of her brothers is John Henry Lindsay (19 Sep 1856 WI – 19 Oct 1936 ID). 
Buried in Green Wood Cemetery, Reedsburg, Sauk WI. 
Find A Grave: 105794183 
Parents’ marriage: 4 Jul 1889 Sauk Co. WI. Sarah was age 26.   
 
Biological father’s 2nd wife: Helen Della Gibson Steele Klug, Mar 1863 [or 1864] WI – 22 Jan 
1943 Lake Delton, Sauk WI. Name also found as Delphine.  
Daughter of Charles Gibson (1821-1891, F: 79251610) & Mary DeMott (1830-1916, F: 
79251611.  
First married to Theodore Steele (1856 WI – 1914 WI) on 21 Dec 1880 in Sauk Co. WI. 
Theodore was the son of James Steele. They had 4 children. He is buried in the same 
cemetery as Helen Klug – Lake Delton Cemetery, Lake Delton, Sauk WI, F: 79251848. 
Helen Klug’s Find A Grave: 79251848 
 
Adoptive father: Walter Henry Collins, Mar 1846 WI (1900 census) – [could be the Walter 
Henry Collins who died] 9 Jan 1917 Juneau Co. WI.  
EXCEPT – a Walter Collins who died 9 Jan 1917, buried in Maple Hill Cemetery, Evansville, 
Rock WI, was born in 1867, F: 202540435, is buried with wife Bertha Andrew (1868-1916, F; 
202540445) – so that does not correspond, 
Was married once before he married Alice Backus Alexander.  
Is he the Walter H. Collins who married 26 Aug 1878 in Clinton, Rock Co. WI to Celia 
Wattles [misspelled Watles]. Celia Wattles was born 4 Jun 1845 IL, the daughter of John 
Parks Wattles (1821 PA – 1872 IL, F: 107279654) & Maria Goodwin Bennett (1823-1904, F: 
107279593), both buried in Mount Auburn Cemetery, Harvard, McHenry IL. He was listed 
as the son of John & Lucee Collins, resident of Harvard IL, born Cooksville WI, employed in 
railroading. She is listed as the daughter of J.P. & M.G. Watles. – According to her IL death 
record, Celia W. Collins died 11 Sep 1920 in Woodstock, McHenry IL & is buried in Harvard, 
McHenry IL (cemetery not noted). Note that Celia Wattles Collins’s parents are also buried 
in Harvard, McHenry IL as are the parents of Walter Henry Collins’s 2nd wife Alice Backus 
Alexander’s 1st husband & her parents.  
If Celia lived until 1920, this would presume that the Walter Collins she married were 
divorced. 
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Based on his residency in Juneau Co. WI, Maxwell’s adoptive father appears to be the 
Walter H. Collins who died 9 Jan 1917 in Juneau Co. WI. Maxwell’s adoptive father was 
alive in the 1910 census but wife Alice indicates she is widowed in the 1920 census. 
Find A Grave:  
 
Adoptive mother: Alice Backus Alexander Collins, 10 Dec 1851 or Dec 1850 McHenry Co. 
IL (1900 census) - [apparently the Alice A. Collins who died] 15 Mar 1933 Juneau Co. WI.  
Daughter of Lyman Strong Backus (1825 CT – 1894 IL, buried Harvard, McHenry IL, F: 
31921578) & Sarrah Loraine Downs (1829 NY – 1880 IL, buried Harvard, McHenry IL, F: 
31921606).  
Married Elisha J. Alexander on 26 Dec 1870 in Harvard, McHenry Co. IL. In the 1880 census, 
Alice & Elisha (b. NY) live in Dunham, McHenry IL. Elisha J. Alexander died at age 42 in 
Harvard, McHenry IL. He was the son of James Alexander. His will was dated 31 Jan 1891. 
Elisha was born 10 Jan 1848 Boone Co. IL & died 6 Feb 1891 in Harvard, McHenry IL. Elisha 
Alexander is buried in Jerome Cemetery, Harvard, McHenry IL, F: 66397491 
Find A Grave:  
Adoptive parents’ marriage: 15 Feb 1892 in McHenry Co. IL. Walter H. Collins to Alice 
Backus Alexander. Alice was age 31.  
Both his parents indicated they were previously married on their marriage license 
application. 
 
Spouse:  Minerva E. Zinzow Collins, 21 Jul 1901 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 24 Jun 1982 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI.  
Daughter of Frederick W. Zinzow (1866-1941, F: 122531949) & Frederica Kliefoth (1869-
1937, F: 122531800).   
Frederica Kliefoth Zinzow was the daughter of Charles Kliefoth (1828-1887, F: 254377509) 
& Elizabeth Lieber, 1st married to William Schaefer (1838-1920, F: 254377524).  
Frederica’s sisters were (Emma) Louise Kliefoth (15 Feb 1872 Ripon, Fond du Lac Co. WI – 
26 Feb 1953 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI, buried as Louise Clifford, F: 111304334), who 
married a Clifford, although she claimed to be single, and Wilhelmina (Minnie) Kliefoth 
Cunningham (May 1876 Ripon, Fond du Lac WI – 4 Mar 1959 WI, buried in Forest Home 
Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI, F: 111304316 with husband Clarence Cunningham 
(1879-1937, F: 111304307). Maxwell & wife Minerva lived with E. Louise & 
Wilhelmina/Minnie in Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI in the 1940 & 1950 censuses.  
Her sister was Evelyn Zinzow (Mrs. William A.) Schwefel (who d. 29 Nov 1991 Washington 
Co. WI) & her brother was Clifford F. Zinzow (his obituary: “Arizona Daily Star” of Tucson on 
24 May 1990 p 4 – b. 6 Mar 1910 Milwaukee WI – d.21 May 1990 Tucson AZ) 
In the 1910 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI census, Elizabeth Kliefoth, 72 NY, parents b. 
Germany, widow, not employed, was head of household. Living with her were her 
daughters: Louise (38 WI, saleswoman in a department store) & Wilhelmina (36 WI, a 
seamstress at home). Their father had been born in Germany, their mother in WI.  
Buried in Forest Home Cemetery, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI with husband Maxwell & her 
parents. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 122522178  
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Marriage: 19 Sep 1925 in Ascension Evangelical Lutheran Church, Milwaukee WI. Minerva 
E. Zinzow, resident of 629 Bartlett Ave., Milwaukee WI, age 24. Maxwell Collins, resident of 
681 Cramer St. & 629 Bartlett, age 28. Witnesses: Mrs. Hildegarde Wright & Joel Wright. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• one sibling died in infancy 
• sister Laurena M. Klug Sherman McKenzie, 21 May 1894 WI – 20 Mar 1977 South 

Sioux City, Dakota NE. 
Birth surname: Klug. 
In 1897, three months after her mother’s death, Laurena became part of the family of 
Smith B. Sherman (31 Oct 1848-17 Jan 1906, buried in Elroy City Cemetery, Elroy, Juneau 
WI, F: 185376648) and Annie M. Richardson (1850 NY – 1938 AZ, buried in Glendale 
Memorial Park, Glendale, Maricopa AZ, F: 31826935) 
In 1900, in Elroy, Juneau WI, Smith Sherman (51 OH, Oct 1848, parents’ birthplaces 
unknown) was a railroad laborer. He had been married 30 years. His wife was Anna M. (49 
NY, Aug 1850, parents b. NY) who gave given birth to 2 children, 2 of whom were living. Son 
George T. (24 WI, Sep 1875) & “adopted daughter” Laurena M. Sherman (6 WI, May 1894, 
father b. NY, mother b. WI). Also in the household was Samuel Richardon, 81 NY, parents 
b. NY, b. May 1819, widowed, a farmer, listed as father [i.e. Anna Richardson Sherman’s 
father]. 
In 1910, Laurena M. Sherman (14 WI) resided in Gettysburg, Potter SD in the household of 
Charles Blakeslee (43 WI, owner of a retail jewelry store), his wife Mellie (36 WI), Mellie’s 
mother Annie M. Sherman (60 NY) & sister-in-law Laurena Sherman. Annie was Laurena’s 
adoptive mother, while Mellie was Annie’s daughter.  Lauren’s father was allegedly born in 
OH, her mother in NY. These are the birthplaces of her adoptive parents, not her biological 
parents. 
On 24 Apr 1912 in Potter Co. SD, Laurena Sherman, age 18 married Charles B. McKenzie 
(1888 TN – 1949 IA, F: 233360767).  They moved from Gettysburg SD to Sioux City IA in 
1926. 
In 1920 Laurena McKenzie lived in Vermillion, Clay County, South Dakota. 
The “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 16 Aug 1921 p 8 reported: “Mrs. Charles 
McKenzie is visiting her brother, Max Collins, at Elroy.” 
In 1930, 1940 & 1950, Laurena McKenzie lived in Sioux City, Woodbury County, Iowa. 
Buried in Graceland Park Cemetery, Sioux City, Woodbury IA.  
Find A Grave: 214213322 
 
Notes: 
 
In 1940, Maxwell & Minerva, listed as nephew & niece, are living in Milwaukee with two 
sisters: E. Louise Clifford (68 WI, single) & Winnie Cunningham (66 WI, married).  
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In the “Oshkosh Northwestern” of 10 Feb 1938 p 9 – Henry Schaefer, brother of the late 
William Schaefer, of Ripon WI died at age 79 on 9 Feb 1938. He is survived by his half-
sisters, Miss Louise Clifford & Mrs. Clarence Cunningham, both of Milwaukee. Louise 
Clifford: 1872-1953, buried in Forest Home Cemetery, Milwaukee, F: 111304334. 
Wilhelmina Cunningham, 1876-1959, buried in Forest Home Cemetery, F: 111304316 
 
“Wisconsin State Journal” 26 Jun 1901 p 1 – The Chicago & Northwestern Railway train no. 
4 of Winona MN collided with the switch engine at the north end of the Elroy WI yard on 25 
Jun 1901. Among the 17 injured was W.H. Collins of Elroy WI. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Marshfield (WI) News & Wisconsin Hub” 30 Aug 1917 p 1  
Co. K left for camp at Camp Douglas on Sat., 25 Aug 1917. Among them was corporal Max 
Collins. 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” 11 Jan 1921 p 3 – Max Collins of Elroy WI was a guest of Albert 
Klug. 
 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” 10 Mar 1921 p 3 – Max Collins of Elroy visited relatives & 
friends in Portage. 
 
1935 Eau Claire WI city directory: Maxwell W. Collins with Minerva Collins, residents of 438 
N. Barstow 
 
Maxwell Collins served as president of the National Tuscania Survivors Association in 1936 
and as secretary of the National Tuscania Survivors Association in 1938. 
 
 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 6 Feb 1935 p 9 – at the National Tuscania Survivors 
Association meeting in Baraboo, the group chose Sheboygan for their meeting next year, 
which will be the 18th anniversary of the Tuscania. Max Collins of Eau Claire WI was elected 
secretary. 
 
"Sheboygan Press" 5 Feb 1936 p 16 - photo - NTSA secretaryy, 1 of first 2 to arrive at 
Sheboygan reunion, came by interurban from Milwaukee, in oil business, enlisted 2 Aug 
1917, discharged 29 May 1919, 1 of charter members of NTSA, its president for 3 years 
  
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 350-10-0153 
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Censuses: 
 
1850 Porter, Rock WI – Maxwell’s “father” Henry – conducted 8 Aug 1850 
John Collins, 40 England, tailor 
Grace, 40 NY 
Walter, 3 NY 
Abby, 2 WI 
Catherine, 2 months WI 
 
1860 Porter, Rock WI – Maxwell’s adoptive Walter Henry Collins - conducted 21 Jun 1860 
J.B. Collins, 50 England, groceryman 
Grace F., 40 New York state 
W.H., 12 WI 
Abba L., 11 WI 
Catherine, 9 WI 
Margaret Condon, 25 Ireland 
Ellen M. Condon, 4 months WI 
Thomas McGrah, 48 Ireland, day laborer 
 
1860 Dunham, McHenry IL – Maxwell’s adoptive mother Alice Backus 
Lyman Backus, 36 CT, farmer 
Lorine, 31 NY 
Augusta, 11 IL 
Alice, 9 IL 
George, 7 IL 
Albert, 4 IL 
Orsatch [spelling?], 75 CT 
James Beck, 20 Ireland, farm labor 
Elnora Thompson, 15 IL, domestic 
 
1870 Porter, Rock WI – Maxwell’s adoptive father Walter Henry Collins 
Grace COLLIN, 60 NY, keep house 
Walter, 24 WI, at home 
Abby, 21 WI, at home 
Sarah, 18 WI, at home 
 
1880 Dellona, Sauk WI – Maxwell’s biological mother Sarah J. Lindsey – conducted 21 Jun 
1880 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6742/records/46296156 - 
surname appears as Lusey and Luisey & Linsey 
William Lusey, 51 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, carpenter 
Margrit, 52 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, keeping house 
Helena, 27 WI, at home 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6742/records/46296156
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Carthrin, 26 WI, at home 
William, 22 WI, at home 
John H., 19 WI, student 
Margret, 16 WI, student 
Paul, 12 WI, student 
Frank, 10 WI, student 
Sarah J., 8 WI 
Libbie, 6 WI 
& teacher Arecia Parshman, 22 [boarder] 
 
 
1880 Dunham, McHenry IL – Maxwell’s adoptive mother Alice Backus & her 1st husband – 
conducted 16 Jun 1880 
Lisha Alexander, 32 IL, father b. IN, mother b. PA, farmer 
Alice, 29 IL, parents b. NY, keeping house 
 
1895 WI state census – Elroy, Juneau WI – adoptive father & mother – Maxwell is born in 
1896 
W.H. Collins, 1 male, 1 female in household, with 2 household members born in US 
 
1900 Elroy, Juneau WI – 315 Liberty St. – conducted 22 Jun 1900 
Walter H. Collin [sic], 54 WI, Mar 1846, father b. England, mother b. NY, married 9 years, 
railroad baggageman 
Alice A., 49 IL, Dec 1850, father b. CT, mother b. “X”, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
Maxwell, 3 WI, Oct 1896, father b. NY, mother b. WI [son] [which does not match either of 
his “parents”] 
 
1905 Elroy, Juneau WI - as of 1 Jun 1905 
W.H. Collins, 59 WI, parents b. NY, railroad fireman 
Alice A., 54 IL, parents b. WI [wife] 
Maxwell, 8 WI, parents b. WI [which differs from the information in 1900] [son] 
 
1910 Elroy, Juneau WI – Liberty St. – conducted 29 Apr 1910 
Walter H. Collins, 62 WI, in 2nd marriage, parents b. US, married 17 years, wiper, 
roundhouse 
Alice, 58 IL, parents b. CT, in 2nd marriage, gave birth to 1 child, zero children are living 
[wife] 
Max, 13 WI, parents b. WI [adopted son] 
 
1920 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 633 Fourth Ave. – conducted 2 Jan 1920  
Maxwell Collins, 23 WI, parents b. WI, single, order clerk, motor mfg., boarder with: 
Patrick & Mary Sheeran, their 4 children & 4 other boarders 
 
1920 Plymouth, Juneau WI – his adoptive mother – 10 Liberty St. 
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Alice Collins, 68 IL, father b. CT, mother b. PA, widow, head of household 
 
1930 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 629 Bartlett Ave. – Maxwell is living with his wife, her 
parents & her brother 
Fred W. Zingow [Zinzow], 64 WI, parents b. Germany, age 35 at 1st marriage, occupation: 
none 
Fredericka Zinzow, 60 WI, father b. Germany, mother b. NY, age 31 at 1st marriage [wife]] 
Maxwell Collins, 33 WI, married, age 29 at 1st marriage, salesman, fuel oils, lubricating, 
WWI veteran [boarder] 
Minerva Collins, 27 WI, married, age 23 at 1st marriage, bookkeeper, fire insurance [boarder 
– actually Fred’s daughter] 
Clifford Zinzow, 20 WI, parents b. WI, single, occupation: none [son] 
 
1930 Elroy, Juneau WI – 107 Academy St. – his mother – conducted 9 Apr 1930 
Alice Collins, 78 IL, widow, father b. CT, mother b. IL 
With lodger: Lillian Lawrence, 19 WI, waitress, restaurant  
 
1940 Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 2829 N. Cramer St. – Maxwell & wife Minerva living with 
her maternal aunts (her mother’s sisters] 
E. Louise Clifford, 68 WI, single, no occupation, same house in 1935 [born Emma Louise 
Kliefoth, she was either divorced or separated or widowed] 
Winnie Cunningham, 66 WI, widowed, no occupation, same house in 1935 [sister] 
Maxwell Collins, 43 WI, parents b. US, married, salesman, foundry supply, same place in 
1935 [nephew] [by marriage] 
Minerva Collins, 37 WI, bookkeeper, Wringerolla [spelling?], same place in 1935 [niece] 
 
1950 Watertown, Milwaukee Co. WI – 2829 N. Cramer St. 
Louise E. Clifford, 77 WI, never married, occupation left blank [head of household] 
Wilhelmina Cunningham, 70 WI, widow, occupation left blank [listed as “partner” – as in 
“roommate” – but Wilhelmina/Minnie is Louise’s sister] 
Maxwell Collins, 53 WI, married, salesman, wringer rolls [nephew] 
Minerva Collins, 48 WI, married, general office work, wholesale wringer rolls company 
[niece – Louise & Wilhelmina, nee Kliefoth, are her mother’s sisters] 
 
 


