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TUSCANIA 

 

Tuscania casualty 
Collins, Arthur William 

1895 TX – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 
 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-N4FT-
P?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZR-

434G&action=view&cc=2968245 
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TX, WWI service card – https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-ZQMJ-

1?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-
JG2V&action=view&cc=2202707 

 
 

 

 
US, WWI American Expeditionary Forces Deaths - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9KT-
3?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-

F4VZ&action=view&cc=2996059 
 

Life: 
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Excerpt: 

 
“Waco (TX) Times-Herald” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“El Paso (TX) Herald” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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List continues – “El Paso (TX) Herald” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Austin (TX) American” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
Father: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/4876/records/5914498?tid=185563182&pi
d=322422812875&queryId=d628f0fc-543b-4bdc-bf35-

f31756b021f7&_phsrc=cPx28672&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

Mother: 
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Marriage date of 14 Jan 1895 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/22738068?tid=185563182&p
id=322422812875&queryId=54453281-6d8b-4184-bf18-

69b28b2ccf80&_phsrc=cPx28670&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
marriage date of 15 Jan 1895 - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/185563182/person/322422812875/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/185563182/person/322422812875/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/185563182/person/322422812875/facts


9 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062348-

00116?pId=23919646 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Brother Buck (Ruben) Collins (1897-1974) – “Waco (TX) Tribune-Herald” Saturday 30 Mar 
1974 p 13 
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TX death certificate of Buck Collins - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/1433309?tid=&pid=&queryId
=c73074ce-b544-4777-8e81-63e0a825cf4c&_phsrc=cPx28698&_phstart=successSource 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Friday 30 Apr 1926 p 25 
 

 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Thursday 19 Dec 1918 p 6 
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“Brownsville (TX0 Herald” Sunday 1 Jun 1919 p 7 
 

 
 

 
 

 
TX death record of sister Geneva Collins Goodman (1901-1968) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/514454?tid=185563182&pid

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/514454?tid=185563182&pid=322422812873&queryId=13afe1f2-6a89-4fe4-8f4a-0a45e3a784e3&_phsrc=cPx28679&_phstart=successSource
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=322422812873&queryId=13afe1f2-6a89-4fe4-8f4a-
0a45e3a784e3&_phsrc=cPx28679&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/810284049 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/2554947 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/514454?tid=185563182&pid=322422812873&queryId=13afe1f2-6a89-4fe4-8f4a-0a45e3a784e3&_phsrc=cPx28679&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/514454?tid=185563182&pid=322422812873&queryId=13afe1f2-6a89-4fe4-8f4a-0a45e3a784e3&_phsrc=cPx28679&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/810284049
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/2554947
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/926327215 
 

 

 
Birth of daughter Ona Lee Goodman on 15 Jun 1931 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/301635100 - county 101 = 
Hardin Co. TX 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/926327215
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/301635100
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Death of husband Henry Hugh Goodman - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/23032680 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/23032680
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“Odessa (TX) American” Sunday 2 Sep 1962 p 1 
 

 
“Waco (TX) News-Tribune” Monday 3 Sep 1962 p 6 
 

 
“Baytown (TX) Sun” Tuesday 4 Sep 1962 p 1 
 
 
 

 

 
Sister Margaret Collins Jacobson (1906—1979) – TX birth index – born 7 mar 1906 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/150134163 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8781/records/150134163
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/60473696 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9168/records/926443679?tid=4991161&pi
d=392289817921&queryId=707020e1-8ae6-4325-8f9b-
5677a6917f7e&_phsrc=cPx28687&_phstart=successSource 
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sister Lucy Mae Collins (1910-1927) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/30268433?tid=4991161&pid
=392289817918&queryId=e9d3ce06-49e4-475c-92f1-
103216cfec77&_phsrc=cPx28691&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Arthur William Collins 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. HQ - private 
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Serial number:  serial numbers for Army enlisted men not assigned until after the sinking of 
the Tuscania showed their value 
Entered service from: Appleby, Nacogdoches TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Arthur W. Collins 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. O.C. Collins, RDF #1, Appleby TX  
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920 
Body listed on return ship as: Arthur W. Collins 
Rank: private, HQ Co., 20th Engineers 
1st buried on isle of Islay, Scotland:  1st buried at Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 30, as 
Arthur W. Collins 
World War I draft registration (1917): as                             - b. 6 Jul 1895 Palestine TX; res: 
Martinsville, Nacogdoches TX. Single. Night watch for saw mill, Hilliard Lumber (spelling?) 
Co., Mayotown TX. Mother & 2 sisters dependent on him. Asked to be exempted from draft: 
“to support mother & sisters”. Tall & slender. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlistment & discharge dates not listed 
Born 6 Jul 1895 – died 6 Feb 1918  
Address:  Teague, Freestone TX 
Rank/unit: private, Co. A, 360th Infantry  
 
TX, WWI Record – Arthur W. Collins, no serial number, resident Martinsville, Nacogdoches 
TX. Born Palestine TX. Inducted into Army at Nacogdoches on 19 Sep 1917 at age 22 years, 
2 monthds. In Co. A, 360th Infantry 26 Sep 1917 to ---; HQ Det, 6 Battalion, 20th Engineers to 
5 Feb 1918. Private. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 5 Feb 1918; killed in action 5 Feb 1918 in a 
sinking of the Tuscania. Mother Mrs. O.L. Collins, RFD #1, Appleby TX notified of death. 
  
Birth & death: 
Born: 6 Jul 1894 (Find A Grave record & tombstone) or 6 Jul 1895 Palestine, Hopkins TX 
(WWI draft, TX military records) – birth county also listed as Anderson Co. TX 
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
Find A Grave record: 52154188, presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower  
Burial location: Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches TX 
Cemetery: Shady Grove 
Tombstone: inscription on regular tombstone: Went down on the Tuscania 
 
Father: Arthur J. Collins/ James Arthur Collins / John Arthur Collins, 14 Oct 1863 England – 
14 Nov 1910 TX.  
English birth records – between Oct & Dec 1863 Bermodsley, London, England. Emigrated 
1867. 
Buried in Shady Grove Cemetery, Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches TX.  
Find A Grave: 99369145 
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Mother:  Ona Lee [aka Leona] Mosely [Mosley/Moseley] Collins, 13 Jan 1873 Anderson Co. 
TX – 22 Jun 1949 Houston, Harris TX.  
Name also found as Leola.  
Daughter of William M. Mosley [Mosely], b. Jul 1837 AL, who fought for the Confederate 
States of America in the Civil War & Lucy Jane Diamond (1838-1926, buried in Palestine, 
Anderson TX but uncertain which cemetery, F: 244724413). Status on her death certificate: 
widowed. 
In the 1935 Houston TX city directory, Ona Lee Collins, widow of A.J. Collins, resides at 523 
Rouse. 
Buried in Shady Grove Cemetery, Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches TX. 
Find A Grave: 89399462 
Parents’ marriage: 14 or 15 [official records differ] Jan 1895 Anderson Co. TX – she is listed 
as Leona Mosely. Their oldest child – Arthur – was born 6 months later. 
 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: His mother reports in 1900 that of the 7 children she gave birth to, 3 were living. In 
the 1910 census, she reports she gave birth to 6 children, 4 of whom are living. 

• Buck [Ruben] Collins, 1 Dec 1897 Palestine, Arlington TX – 29 Mar 1974 Marlin, Falls 
TX. - His name is recorded as “Ruben Collins” in the 1900 census. In the 1910 
census a “Ruby” is listed as a daughter but then the “sex” column (M or F) is left 
blank. – As Buck Collins, a private in Co. D, 143rd Infantry, 36th Division, he sailed to 
WWI on 14 Jul 1918 out of Newport News VA aboard “Peleus.” His mother Leola 
Collins lived in Palestine TX. As Buck Collins, private, Co. I, 9th Infantry, he returned 
from WWI aboard the “Princess Matoika” which left Brest, France, on 23 Jul 1919 & 
arrived in Hoboken NJ on 1 Aug 1919. Again, his next-of-kind was mother Mrs. Leola 
Collins of Appleby TX. Serial number: 1493305. - Husband of Lena Scheffer (1899-
1974, F: 10871556) whom he married 29 Apr 1926 in Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. - TX 
death certificate: Son of John Collins & Leona Mossley. Born 1 Dec 1897 TX. WWI 
veteran. SSN 703-12-5601. Died 29 Mar 1974 in the Veterans Administration 
Hospital, Marlin, Falls TX of arteriosclerotic heart disease. Born Palestine, Anderson 
TX.  Widowed.  Buried in Riesel Cemetery, Riesel, McLennan TX. F: 10871558 

• Questionable: Ruby Collins, age 10 in 1910 census, b. ca 1900 TX. Believe 
Ruben/Ruby may be the birth name of “Buck Collins.” There is no Buck recorded in 
the 1910 census between the names of Arthur & Geneva. 

• Geneva Collins Goodman, 18 Aug 1901 Taylor Co. TX – 21 Feb 1968 Houston, Harris 
TX.      SSN 467-92-4657. Married Henry Hugh Goodman on 5 Aug 1928 in Houston 
TX. – Henry Hugh Goodman was b. 4 Sep 1908 Little Rock AR & d. 1 Sep 1962 in 
Precinct 4, Harris Co. TX. He was swimming/bathing in the San Jacinto River north of 
Houston TX when he went underwater. His TX death record says he died on Highway 
59, San Jacinto River, Houston, Harris TX. Cause of death: “asphyxia due to 
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drowning.” He was a resident of the Hall Hotel, 2215 ½ Congress, Houston TX, an 
industrial painter, WWII veteran and widowed. The record says “Decedent was 
found in San Jacinto River” – according to newspaper reports, a fisherman saw his 
body surface after a few days. Newspaper reports called him an “itinerant painter.” 
He was buried in Rosewood Funeral Home & Cemetery, where Geneva is buried, 
but is not on Find A Grave as of 15 Dec 2024. – Their son Charles Leroy Goodman 
was born 7 Apr 1930 in Houston, Harris TX & died 15 Dec 1990. Their daughter Ona 
Lee Goodman was b. 15 Jun 1931. – In 1940 census, Geneva Goodman, widowed, is 
living with her sister Margaret (“Margarette”) Collins Jacobsen & Reuben ("Rubin“) 
Jacobsen [sic/Jacobson] in Houston, Harris TX. Also in the household: Geneva & 
Margaret’s mother Ona Lee (“Oniedee”] Collins, age 70, b. TX) & Geneva’s son 
Charles Goodman (age 10, b. TX). - Her TX death certificate lists parents as Arthur 
Collins & Ona L. Moseley. Buried in Humble TX. – Buried in Rosewood Funeral Home 
& Cemetery, Humble, Harris TX. F: 90429775 

• Margaret (“Maggie”) Collins Jacobson, 7 Mar 1906 Weatherford, Parker TX – 19 Feb 
1979 Precinct 3, Harris Co. TX (in Tidelands Hospital). – Name also found as 
Margarette. - Wife of Reuben Leonard Jacobson (1899-1964, F: 899398529) whom 
she married 14 Dec 1927 in Harris Co. TX. - Buried in Rosewood Funeral Home & 
Cemetery, Humble, Harris TX. F: 89398709 

• Lucy Mae Collins, 17 Nov 1910 Nacogdoches Co. TX – 14 Aug 1927 Houston, Harris 
TX. TX death certificate: died from peritonitis, complicated by typhoid fever, in 
Baptist Hospital, Houston TX. Daughter of A.J. Collins (b. Albany N) & --- Mosley, 
Madison Co. TX. Informant: Mrs. Ona Lee Collins. - Buried in Shady Grove 
Cemetery, Nacogdoches, Nacogdoches TX. F: 99369147 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Taylor, Williamson TX – Main St. – conducted 8 Jun 1900 
James A. Collins, 36 England, Oct 1863, parents b. England, married 5 years, car inspector 
Leona, 24 TX, Feb 1871, parents b. AL, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Arthur, 4 TX, Jul 1895 
Ruben, 2 TX, Dec 1897 
William Mosely, 72 AL, father b. Ireland, mother b. AL, married 35 years [father-in-law] 
Lucy Mosely, 69 AL, May 1831, parents b. GA, married 37 years, gave birth to 7 children, 3 
are living [mother-in-law] 
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1910 Lufkin, Angelina TX – 106 Rhodes Ave. – conducted 18 Apr 1910 
Arthur J. Collins, 42 England, parents b. England, in 1st marriage, emigrated 1867, 
naturalized citizen, married 16 years, car inspector, railway 
Leona, 41 TX, parents b. AL, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 4 are living 
Arthur, 14 TX 
Ruby, 10 TX [daughter, but this is Ruben/Buck] 
Geneva, 8 TX 
Maggie, 4 TX 
 
1920 Teague, Freestone TX – conducted 12 Jan 1920 
O.L. Collins, 48 TX, female, widow, parents b. AL [i.e. Ona Lee] 
And her children: 
Buck Collins, 22 TXbrakeman, railroad 
Geneva Collins, 18 TX 
Maggie Collins, 13 TX 
Lucy Mae Collins, 9 T 
L.J. Mosely, 81 AL, widow, father b. GA, mother b. NC [Ona’s mother] 
R.D. Mosely, 47 TX, parents b. AL, single, butcher [brother] 
[for the Collins children, father b. England, mother b. TX] 
 
1930 Houston, Harris TX – Clay St. – conducted 7/8 Apr 1930 
Henry H. Goodman, 21 AR, father b. AR, mother b. TX, paint & paper hangers, contract, not 
a veteran 
Genevie, 27 TX, parents b. TX [wife] 
George T., 24 AR, father b. AR, mother b. TX, paint & paper hangers, contract [brother] 
 
1940 Houston, Harris TX – same house in 1935 
Rubin Jacobson, 39 IA, carpenter, building construction 
Margarette, 34 TX [wife] 
Delbert, 9 TX [son] 
Anielee Collins, 70 TX, widow [mother-in-law, i.e. Ona Lee] 
Genieve Goodman, 39 TX, widow [sister-in-law] 
Charles Goodman, 10 TX [nephew] 
 
1950 Houston, Harris TX – 523 Rouse St. 
Reuben L. Jacobson, 50 MI, carpenter, building construction 
Margaret, 44 TX, saleslady, retail department store [wife] 
Delbert, 19 TX [son] 
Geneva Goodman, 48 TX, divorced [sister-in-law] 
Charles L. Goodman, 19 TX, office clerk, brokerage company [nephew] 
 
 


