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TUSCANIA 

 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Collins, Alva Norman 

1887 IA – 5 February 1917 Tuscania 
 
 

 

 

 
 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92F-
J?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-
HQ42&action=view&cc=2996059 
 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-N4QK-
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M?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZR-
4614&action=view&cc=2968245 

 
 

 
Is this him – with a 22 Jul 1886 birthdate instead of 25 Nov 1887/1888 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2550/records/1002953?tid=&pid=&queryId
=75d9cf65-60fa-488d-9e3e-11290412be7f&_phsrc=cPx28578&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2550/records/1002953?tid=&pid=&queryId=75d9cf65-60fa-488d-9e3e-11290412be7f&_phsrc=cPx28578&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2550/records/1002953?tid=&pid=&queryId=75d9cf65-60fa-488d-9e3e-11290412be7f&_phsrc=cPx28578&_phstart=successSource


3 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/1330644?tid=&pid=&queryId
=19fd6a1c-d590-482b-b7a6-5cf4413cc177&_phsrc=cPx28580&_phstart=successSource 

 
Life: 

 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Monday 18 Feb 1918 p 1 
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List continues – “New York Times” Monday 18 Feb 1918 p 11 
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“Waupun (WI) Leader” Thursday 28 Feb 1918 p 4 
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Alva – who was born in MN - enlists with 3 other men, one named Grover Cleveland, Alva’s 
brother [identified as “Easton” in article copied below] & a son of a Rough Rider from the 
Spanish-America War - “Davenport (IA) Quad-City Times” 12 Mar 1918 p 2 
 

   

 
 

“He was a man of powerful physique and giant strength.” – who enlisted with his brother 
Azro De Estin (“Easton) Collins. “Billings (MT) Weekly Gazette” 5 Mar 1918 p 4 
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"Fox Lake [WI] Representative" Thursday, 28 Oct 1920 p 5 
 

Father: 
 

 
Alva Norman Collins & wife Ada Jane (McRae) Collins -  

 
Mother: 
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f 
 

Siblings: 
 
 

 
Brother Lewis S. Collins (1878-1965) – “Waterloo (IA) Courier” Wednesday 28 Jul 1965 p 16 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2550/records/1022183?tid=&pid=&queryId
=4699e110-5165-4379-ab05-b5cbdc853f62&_phsrc=cPx28643&_phstart=successSource 
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Brother Frank Albin Collins (1880-1953) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8823/images/42563_fp030872_0121-
00091?pId=1053577247 

 

 
 

 
Brother Warren A. Collins - “Newcastle (WY) News Letter Journal” Wednesday 8 Dec 1937 

p 4 
 

 

 
Siblings Warren Collins & sister Lillian (Mrs. Jason Floyd Ralston) Collins Ralston – 

“Newcastle (WY) News Letter Journal” Thursday 12 Jul 1923 p 4 
 

 
– “Newcastle (WY) News Letter Journal” Thursday 13 Nov 1924 p 4 
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Warren’s birthdate becomes 20 Mar 1881 or 1882 - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/13474720/person/202064936800/facts 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/13474720/person/202064936800/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/13474720/person/202064936800/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/15692034 

 
 
 

 
Died 15 Apr 1977 in Eventide WY – “Billings (MT) Gazette” Thursday 18 Aug 1977 p 6 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/15692034
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/11824634 
 
 

 

 
Brother Ernest James Collins (1883-1958) – “Mower County Transcript” (Lansing MN) 

Wednesday 20 Mar 1907 p 3 
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IA death record of Ernest James Collins - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61442/records/1501786224 
\ 
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Sister Louise Collins (1884-1884) – 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2550/records/1019995?tid=&pid=&queryId
=b1ad3a52-3428-44bb-ba61-b942f8ccd2f9&_phsrc=cPx28637&_phstart=successSource 
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Brother Edward Joseph Collins (1885-1966) – “The Columbian” (Vancouver WA) Thursday 8 
Sep 1966 p 23 
 

 
Born Joseph Edwin - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/13474720/person/202064923966/facts 
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“The Columbian” (Vancouver WA) Thursday 8 Sep 1966 p 31 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61578/images/48279_555285-
00208?pId=105049105 
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Brother Azro De Estin Collins (1887-1974) – “Ekalaka (MT) Eagle” Friday 20 Sep 1918 p 8 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/13474720/person/202064923966/facts 
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“Ekalaka (MT) Eagle” Friday 11 Oct 1946 p 6 
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“Billings (MT) Gazette” Tuesday 10 Dec 1974 p 6 

 

 
De Estin’s wife Edna Yates’s 1st marriage, at age 16, to Claude Ewalt - “Ekalaka (MT) Eagle” 

Friday 14 Mar 1924 p A1 
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“Ekalaka (MT) Eagle” Friday 8 Oct 1926 p A1 

 
 

 
“Ekelaka (MT) Eagle” Friday 12 Dec 1928 p A1 

 
 

 
And married 1 day after her divorce notice was published in MT – “Ekalaka (MT) Eagle” 

Friday 4 Jan 1929 p A1 
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“Billings (MT) Gazette” Tuesday 10 Dec 1974 p 6 
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Sister Anna Belle Collins Lueptow (1890-1918) – 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/91281988?tid=&pid=&quer
yId=d947d1f1-39ac-4db0-8079-
a75f0cee6112&_phsrc=cPx28658&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61483/records/2655446 
 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/91281988?tid=&pid=&queryId=d947d1f1-39ac-4db0-8079-a75f0cee6112&_phsrc=cPx28658&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/91281988?tid=&pid=&queryId=d947d1f1-39ac-4db0-8079-a75f0cee6112&_phsrc=cPx28658&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61484/records/91281988?tid=&pid=&queryId=d947d1f1-39ac-4db0-8079-a75f0cee6112&_phsrc=cPx28658&_phstart=successSource
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Sister Lillian Mae Collins Ralston (1892-1964) – “Ekalaka (MT) Eagle” Friday 22 Jul 1921 p 
A1 

 

 
“Newcastle (WY) News Letter Journal” Thursday 1 Dec 1932 p 5 

 

 
Lillian’s 1st marriage – Jason Floyd Ralston was divorced –  

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8561/records/458949 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8561/records/458949
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2378/records/1602374 
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Lillian’s WY death certificate - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61831/records/180665790?tid=&pid=&que
ryId=1931fc5c-4040-4fb4-a52d-

94c74cb50680&_phsrc=cPx28633&_phstart=successSource 
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Obituary of Lillian’s son Jack J. Ralston – “Casper (WY) Star-Tribune” Thursday 2 May 1996 

p 13 
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Brother Andrew Charles Collins (1893-1972) – Thursday 23 Mar 1972 p 10 
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Andrew’s delayed IA birth certificate - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61441/images/101693734_00606?pI
d=150050760 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61441/images/101693734_00606?pId=150050760
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61441/images/101693734_00606?pId=150050760
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5437/records/76107398 
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Emma Ophelia Smitz/Schmidt’s 1st husband, Robert Lee Wiar – “The Missoulian” (Missoula 

MT) Wednesday 29 Sep 1937 p 5 
 

 
“Miles City (MT) Star” Tuesday 11 Apr 1933 p 7 

 

 
“Miles City (MT) Star” Thursday 14 Jul 1938 p 3 
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“Powder River County Examiner” (Broadus MT) Friday 15 Jul 1938 pA5 

 
  
 

 
Death of Andrew’s 1st wife - “Billings (MT) Gazette” Friday 16 Apr 1948 p 5 
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Death of Emma Ophelia Schmidt Collins – “Miles City (MT) Star” Saturday 17 Apr 1948 p 8 

 
 

 
Marries Agnes Ranberg Kelly in 1948 – “Billings (MT) Times” Thursday 30 Sep 1948 p 1 

 

 
Obituary of Agnes’s husband Krist Olsen – “Hysham (MT) Echo” Thursday 20 Dec 1973 p 10 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61478/images/47792_554312-

03652?pId=1050131235 
 
 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Alva Norman Collins 
Name variations: Alvin Norman Collins [on Tuscania passenger list] – often found listed as 
Norman Collins (probably because his father was also Alva Norman Collins) 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  serial numbers were not assigned to Army enlisted men until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value 
Entered service from: Markesan, Green Lake WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Alvin N. Collins 
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Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: sister W.B. Luepton, Markesau (sic/Markesan) WI [should read 
LUEPTOW] 
Burial on the isle of Islay, Scotland: 1st buried at Killeyan, Islay, Scotland - grave 6, as Alva 
N. Collins  
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920 
Body listed on return ship as: Alva N. Collins 
Rank: pvt, Co. D, 20th Engrs 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Alva Norman Collins - b. 25 Nov 1888 Arlington IA; 
res: Hulett, Crook WY. Single. Laborer for G.R. Bush, Hulett WY. Medium height, medium 
build, light blue eyes, dark brown hair. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlistment & discharge dates not given 
Born 25 Nov 1887 – died 6 Feb 1918 
Address: Markesan, Green Lake WI 
Rank/unit:  private, Co. D, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 25 Nov 1887 (WWI draft: 1888) Arlington, Fayette IA - his brother Azro De Estin Collins 
was born 15 Sep 1887 which makes the 1888 date more likely.   
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
Find A Grave record: 85773886, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Markesan, Green Lake WI 
Cemetery: Markesan Memorial 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Iowa Pvt Co D 20 Engineers WWI PH 
 
Father: Alva/Alvah Norman Collins, 7 May 1853 Metomen, Fond du Lac WI – 31 Dec 1909 
Ogema, Saskatchewan, Canada [also found as Glasnevin, Saskatchewan, Canada).  
Son of Franklin Collins (1822-1891, F: 19323606) & Louisa A. Norman (1825-1886, 
F:19323613).  
In the 1906 census of Canada, Alva Collins, b. US, lived in Saskatchewan, Canada.  
Find A Grave:  
 
Mother: Ada Jane McRae Collins, 20 Mar 1858 Black Hawk Co. IA – 20 Apr 1899 Arlington 
[or Fairfield township], Fayette IA. Some of the children’s records indicate their mother’s 
name is Jane Weed (index only, the actual document not viewed). She is listed as Jane 
Wilcox on her daughter Lillian Collins Ralston’s 1964 WY death certificate.  
Daughter of Christopher McRae (1831 Canada – 1863, who died on the “Nashville” hospital 
boat & was buried at sea. He was a private in Co. D, 31st Iowa, during the Civil War. Her 
mother was Betsey Brisbane.  
Orphaned at an early age, Ada was raised by her aunt, Jane Hammond of Blackhawk IA.  
In the 1860 census for Cedar, Black Hawk Co. IA – Christopher McCray (29 Canada, 
farmer) lived with wife Betsey (33 Canada), daughter Ada (3 IA) & daughter Emma (9 
months IL).  
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Buried in Taylorsville Cemetery, Arlington, Fayette IA. 
Find A Grave: 178945885 
Parents’ marriage: 11 Nov 1877 Canton, Fillmore MN – Alvin N. Collins & Ada Jane McRay 
 
Spouse:   
Spouse Find A Grave:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Lewis S. [also given as N.] Collins, 5 Oct 1878 Canton, Fillmore MN  [“Lanesborough 
MN” on WWII draft registration], with next-of-kin Mrs. William Haugen, Montpelier 
ND. – 26 Jul 1965 Waterloo, Black Hawk IA. – In 1950 census, Lewis Collins, 71 MN, 
divorced, lived in Waterloo, Black Hawk IA; he was unable to work. - Obituary: 
“Waterloo (IA) Courier” 28 Jul 1965 p 16 – Lewis s Collins, 86, died in a Waterloo IA 
rest home on 26 Jul 1965. Blacksmith & sheep shearer. Survived by wife Gladys, 
sister Lillian Ralston of MT & 6 brothers [unnamed].– Lewis is buried in Taylorsville 
Cemetery, Arlington, Fayette IA. F: 218543365  

• Frank Albin Collins, 1 Nov 1880 [tombstone & Find A Grave record: 1879] 
Lanesboro, Fillmore MN – 15 Mar 1953 Columbia Heights, Anoka Co. MN. His MN 
birth record (index only, not actual document) lists his middle name as Estem or 
Estene. In 1900 (a year after his mother died), he is living with the D.C. Barnard 
family in Deer Creek, Worth IA. One of the family’s daughters is Mable E. Barnard, 
21 IA, b. Jun 1878, whom he will marry. - Listed as son of Alva N. Collins & Jane 
Weed, married Mabel Estella Barnard (1878-1949, F: 69568643) on 16 Mar 1904 in 
Mitchell IA; he age 23, she age 24.  Buried in West Oak Grove Cemetery, Oak Grove, 
Anoka MN. F: 69577680 

• Warren A. Collins, 8 Dec 1881 Canton, Fillmore MN [which transformed on later 
documents to 20 Mar 1882 on his tombstone and 20 Mar 1881 in the WWI draft) 15 
Aug 1977 – 15 Aug 1977 Eventide WY.   Registering for the WWI draft: Warren 
Collins, b. 20 Mar 1881 “Lynsborough” [Lanesboro] MN. Resident Ekalaka MT; 
farming for self. NOK Lillian Collins. Registering for WWII draft: Warren Collins [no 
middle name] 20 Mar 1882 Lanesboro MN; resident Moorcroft WY. NOK: Mrs. Lillian 
Ralston. His obituary notes his surviving nephew as Jack Ralston. – His tombstone is 
inscribed “Uncle.” Buried in Sheridan Municipal Cemetery, Sheridan, Sheridan WY. 
F: 42938486 

• Ernest James (“Ernie”) Collins, 2 Jul 1883 Canton, Fillmore MN – 27 Jul 1958 Osage, 
Mitchell IA. Husband of Thea O. Hermanson (1886-1947, F: 18126099). They 
obtained a marriage license in Mar 1907 in Mower Co. MN & married (he listed as 
Earnest J.) in Mower County MN on 26 Mar 1907. - MN birth records list date as 7 Jul 
1883. - WWI draft registration as Earnest James Collins in Northwood, Worth WI, 
with NOK Mrs. E. Collins of Lyle, Mower MN. - WWII draft registration in London, 
Freeborn MN, with wife [not named]. Obituary: “Austin (MN) Daily Herald” 28 Jul 
1958 p 2 – survived by 2 daughters, no wife or siblings listed, retired farmer of 
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London MN community. – Buried as Ernie J. Collins in Deer Creek Lutheran Church 
Cemetery, Carpenter, Mitchell IA.  F: 18126096 

• Louise Collins, 11 Jul 1884 Canton, Fillmore MN – 19 Sep 1884 Canton, Fillmore MN 
• Edward Joseph Collins, 16 Aug 1885 Lyle, Mower MN – 6 Sep 1966 Vancouver, Clark 

WA. MN birth records: Joseph Edwin Collins, b. 17 Aug 1885 Amherst, Fillmore MN 
to Alva Collins (b. WI) & Ada Collins (b. MN). Identified as Joseph in the 1895 IA 
census. - Husband of Lydia Viola Portman Schluter (1880-1948, F: 88810032), 
whom he married 25 Oct 1939 in Glendive, Dawson MT. At the time of their 
marriage, Lydia Schluter was a resident of Knowlton MT, age 59, b. New Martinsville, 
Whetzel WV, daughter of Jacob “Porman” & Marie Eberhart. She had been 
previously married; her husband was dead. Edward Collins, age 54, b. Lyle MN, 
resident of Ekalaka MT, had not been previously married or divorced. He was the 
son of Alva Norman Collins & Ada McKay. - Died of suicide; he hanged himself. - 
Buried in Park Hill Cemetery, Vancouver, Clark WA. F: 88810193. 

• Norman Alvah Collins, 22 Jul 1886 Amherst, Fillmore MN [recorded in MN births]– 8 
Nov 1918 Fairfield, Fayette IA [found on an Ancestry.com family tree]. Norman’s 
birth is recorded in MN birth records as the son of Alvah & Ada. BUT is this Norman 
mixed up with Alva Norman? – although birthdates differ? 

• Azro De Estin (“De”) Collins Sr., 15 Sep 1887 [Veterans Administration Military 
Index: 15 Sep 1886] Amherst, Fillmore MN – 8 Dec 1974 Carter Co. MT. Known as De 
Estin Collins. - Husband of Edna Gladys Yates Ewalt (1907-1991, F: 120673794) 
whom he married 28 Dec 1928 in Fort Pierre SD, the day after her divorce notice 
from Claude Ewalt is published in the MT newspaper. – Edna Yates had married 
Claude Raymond Ewalt (18974-1935, F: 86755474) in 1924. They divorced & she 
married De Estin Collins in 1928. They divorced & Edna married David Elmer Wilson 
(1913-1990, F: 120673761) in 1953; she died with the surname Wilson. - Azro De 
Estin’s son, named De Estin, enlisted in WWII with his brother [Azro’s other son, his 
brother’s namesake] Alva Norman Collins.-  “Lead (SD) Daily Call” 22 Sep 1946 p 8 – 
De Estin Collins of Powderville has been the ranch manager of the Kellar Ranch for a 
number of years. The ranch is located in the northeast corner of Powder River Co. 
with adjoining land in Custer & Carter counties. The land & cattle was sold by 
Chambers Kellar to D.E. Love (Miles City MT) & L.R. Hines (Billings) MT. MT death 
record uses the name of De Collins, son of Alvah & Ada J. Collins. - “The Missoulian” 
(Missoula MT) – In district court, 4th Judicial District MT for the county of Missoula – 
adoption of minor child Eleanor Faye Yates, De Esten Yates ordered to appear 4 Jan 
1972 to show cause why the petition of De Estin Yates asking to adopt Eleanor Faye 
Yates should not be made & adoption granted. - Buried as De Estin Collins in Custer 
National Cemetery, Crow Agency, Big Horn MT. F: 60076685 

• Anna Belle Collins Lueptow, 15 Jun [on Find A Grave: 13 Jun) 1890 Arlington or 
Fairfield, Fayette IA – 1 Dec 1918 Marquette, Green Lake WI. In 1900 census, living 
with uncle John Fairbanks & aunt Ann Fairbanks in Metomen, Brandon, Fond du Lac 
Co. WI. Ann Fairbanks is her father’s sister, Aunt Ann L. Collins married 26 Sep 1877 
in Green Lake Co. WI to John Fairbanks; daughter of Franklin & Louisa Collins. – 
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Anna was the wife of Benjamin Walter (“Bennie”) Lueptow (1890-1970, F: 
85774222), who is buried in Markesan WI with his 2nd wife, Esther Wilsnack (1899-
1992, F: 85774133), whom he married after Anna’s death, on 18 Aug 1920 in Portage 
Co. WI. - Anna married Benjamin Lueptow on 23 Jun 1914.  – Anna Lueptow was 
named as brother Alva’s next-of-kin when he sailed on Tuscania, so he is listed as a 
soldier from Wisconsin. - Anna is also buried, as is Alva, in the Markesan Memorial 
Cemetery, Markesan, Green Lake WI. F: 85774066 

• Lillian Mae (“Lillie”) Collins, 22 Oct 1892 Arlington, Fayette IA – 18 Mar 1964 
Sheridan, Sheridan WY. The family photo of all the children reports her birth year as 
1895.- Wife of Jason Floyd (“Jack”) Ralston (1883-1951, F: 56976032), whom she 
married in Hot Springs, Fall River SD on 23 Jun 1921; both were residents of 
Newcastle, Weston WY.  Hasib was age 37, divorced, while it was Lillian’s 1st 
marriage. – Jason F. Ralston, age 35, had married in Spokane, Spokane WA to Irene 
J. Fiebig, age 22. It was his 1st marriage & her 2nd, being divorced. Irene was the 
daughter of Frank Brewington & Hattie M. Anderson; she had married Edward Fiebig 
in Colorado Springs CO on 1 Oct 1914. Irene & Edward divorced 5 Oct 1916 in El 
Paso Co. CO. Irene Brewington, b. 27 May 1898 CO, d. 25 Nov 1978 in San Mateo CA 
with the surname Sweitzer. - Lillian is mentioned in 2 MT newspaper articles of 1918 
as Alva’s sister & as Warren’s NOK in 1942. But Lillian is not listed with the family in 
the 1895 IA census. In 1940, Lillian & Jason live in Soda Creek, Weston WY. Buried in 
Sheridan Municipal Cemetery, Sheridan, Sheridan WY. F: 56976196 

• Andrew Charles Collins, 21 Oct 1893 Arlington, Fayette IA – 18 Mar 1972 Billings, 
Yellowstone MT. - In his application for a delayed IA birth certificate, dated 29 Mar 
1941 as a resident of Miles City MT, he lists his father as Alvan Norman Collins (b. 
Ireland) & Ada Jane McCray (b. Scotland). - Married Emma Ophelia Smitz (Schmidt) 
(22 Sep 1891 McHenry KY-1948 MT, F: 91784885) in Miles City, Custer MT on 11 Jul 
1938. Emma had married Robert Lee Wiar (1895-1937, F: 16984813) on 18 Mar 1933 
Miles City, Custer MT. Robert committed suicide;; he hanged himself. She was the 
daughter of Joe Smitz. – Widowed, Andrew married Agnes Ranberg (1892-1987) on 
22 Sep 1948 in Billings, Yellowstone MT. On their marriage license (obtained 21 Sep 
1948): Andrew Collins, b. 21 Oct 1893 Arlington IA; Agnes Kelly, widow, resident of 
Billings MT, son of Alvin Collins & Ada Jane McCray. He is a widower; this is his 2nd 
marriage. Agnes Kelly, b. 14 May 1892 Hector MN, resident of Billings MT, is 
divorced; this is her 2nd marriage, she claims. She was the daughter of Paul J. 
Ranberg & Betsy M. Nelson [these were her maternal grandparents], They were 
married by a Baptist minister. – According to Agnes’s Find A Grave record 
#91790319, she was married at least 6 times. Agnes Ranberg was born, according 
to church records at Palmyra Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bird Island MN, the 
daughter of Louisa Ranberg. [This is contradicted by her marriage license with 
Andrew.] The text on her Find A Grave record, says her mother, Louise Ranberg, was 
listed as single on all census records & appears never to have married Agnes’s 
father. Louise always listed her maternal grandparents [apparently Paul Ranberg & 
Betsy Nelson) as her parents. Agnes Ranberg was born 14 May 1892 Renville Co. 
MN & died 5 Apr 1987 Billilngs, Yellowstone MT & is buried as Agnes Kelly in the 
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same cemetery as Andrew. -  Agnes’s husbands include Krist Jorgen Gotfred Olsen 
(1885-1973) married in 1908; Harold Stephen Park (1892-1935), married in 1923; 
John Simek (1887-1944) married in 1926); and Edward Carl “Ted” Kelly (1882-1946), 
married in 1933. Therefore, Agnes’s claim that her marriage to Andrew Collins in 
1948 was her 2nd is not accurate. - Buried in Mountview Cemetery, Billings, 
Yellowstone MT. F: 91784873 

 
Notes: 
 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/13474720/person/202064923966/facts 
 
Birth controversy: 
According to most records, Alva Norman Collins was born 25 Nov 1887 – or 1888. But MN 
birth records note the birth of Norman Alvah Collins, son of Alvah & Ada Collins, on 22 Jul 
1886 in Amherst, Fillmore Co. MN. Ancestry.com family tree records claim he died 8 Nov 
1918 in Fairfield, Fayette Co. IA.  
 
 
Following the death of Ada Jane Collins, the family appears to have scattered.   
 
In the 1900 census, Alva’s father, listed as Alven Collens, age 48, b. May 1852 WI, 
widowed, is living in Fairfield, Arlington IA as a servant (farm labor) for Andrew Manson, 42 
IA, on his farm. 
 
In the 1900 census, Alva’s sister Anna Belle Collins was found in Metomen, Fond du Lac WI 
with John & Ann Fairbanks; she was listed as “niece” as Ann Collins Fairbanks was her 
father’s sister. Anna Belle Collins’s birth information is listed as Jan 1890, age 10, b. IA, at 
school 
 
In 1900, Alva’s brother Frank Collins was living on the farm of D.C. Barnard (58 NY) & his 
family, in Deer Cree, Worth IA. One of the Barnard daughters is Mable, whom Frank marries 
in 1904. 
 
In 1900, is Alva listed as Norman Collins & living in Sperry, Willerton IA with the Willerton 
family? 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Fox Lake (WI) Representative” 14 Feb 1918 p 1 – Alvin N. Collins was buried in Scotland 
after the Tuscania. He is from the neighboring village of Markesan WI. 
 
"Fox Lake [WI] Representative" Thursday, 28 Oct 1920 p 5 - Alva's body arrived in Markesan 
WI late last week, military funeral & burial in Markesan  

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/13474720/person/202064923966/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/13474720/person/202064923966/facts
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Obituary: 
 
Veteran headstone application: Alva N. Collins, no serial number, enlisted 12 Dec 1917, 
killed in action 5 Feb 1918; died on Tuscania. From IA. Purple Heart. Private, Co. D, 20th 
Engineers. Born 25 Nov 1887. Headstone shipped to brother-in-law Ben Lueptow, 548 S. 
Charles St., Columbus WI. Burial in Markesan Cemetery, Markesan WI. Also known as 
Alvin N. Collins. Flat bronze marker. Applied for on 29 Nov 1962, processed Feb 1963. 
Receipt of remains 15 Oct 1920. 
 
 
Censuses: 
 
1850 Metomen, Fond du Lac WI 
Franklin Collins, 26 NY 
Louisa, 28 NY 
Anna, 7 NY 
Calvin, 4 MI 
Ann, 1 WI 
Joseph Collins, 58 MA 
Ledi Collins, 57 VT 
 
1880 Canton, Fillmore MN 
Alva N. Collins, 27 W, parents b. NY, farmerI 
Ada, 24 IA, keeping house 
Loui, 1 MN [male – son Lewis] 
 
1885 MN state census – Amherst, Fillmore MN 
Alvin Collins, 29 WI 
Jane, 28 IA 
Lewis, 6 MN 
Frank, 4 MN 
Warren, 3 MN 
Ernest 1, MN 
 
1895 IA state census – Fairfield, Fayette Co. IA 
Alva Collins, 45 WI, Methodist, farmer 
Edda, 42 Black Hawk Co. IA [i.e. Ada] 
Louis, 16 MN 
Frank, 14 MN 
Warren, 13 MN 
Ernest, 12 MN 
Joseph, 10 MN [i.e. Edward Joseph] 
Estern, 7 Fayette Co. IA [Azro De Estin] 



43 
 

Norman, 6 Fayette Co. IA 
Annie, 5 Fayette Co. IA 
Andrew, 1 Fayette Co. IA 
 
Is this him? 
1900 Sperry, Clayton IA – conducted 7 Jun 1900 
Norman, 11 IA, parents’ birthplace unknown, b. Nov 1888, at school 
Living with Robert H. Willerton (32 Canada, farmer) & his wife Mary U. (27 IA), their 2 
daughters & his parents-in-law John F. & Sarah Kopp 
 
Is this him? 
1905 SD state census 
A.N. Collins, 18 IA, parents b. IA, resident of IA 
 
 
 
 


