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TUSCANIA 

   

Coker, Thomas Arthur 
1887 TX – 1931 TX 

 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-NH1F-
8?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8H-
16Q6&action=view&cc=2968245 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/1583254?tid=&pid=&qu
eryId=60d5276d-91c7-4638-a058-
55aa54160756&_phsrc=cPx28170&_phstart=successSource 
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“Bonham (TX) Daily Favorite” Tuesday 31 Mar 1931 p 3 
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The doctor on his TX death certificate does not indicate his death in a car crash but 
writes: “Dead when I saw him” - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/15820768/person/18815184688/media/b50bb823-ebfe-
4f12-9d39-b1ae12be8c60?queryId=ba7d799d-f9a3-4e8c-9833-
b30443f51f08&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx28166&_
phstart=successSource and 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/15820768/person/18815184688/media/b50bb823-ebfe-
4f12-9d39-b1ae12be8c60?queryId=735a6284-1ca0-4850-b1be-
9e029b6916b8&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx28176&
_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/15820768/person/18815184688/media/b50bb823-ebfe-4f12-9d39-b1ae12be8c60?queryId=ba7d799d-f9a3-4e8c-9833-b30443f51f08&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx28166&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/15820768/person/18815184688/media/b50bb823-ebfe-4f12-9d39-b1ae12be8c60?queryId=ba7d799d-f9a3-4e8c-9833-b30443f51f08&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx28166&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/15820768/person/18815184688/media/b50bb823-ebfe-4f12-9d39-b1ae12be8c60?queryId=ba7d799d-f9a3-4e8c-9833-b30443f51f08&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx28166&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/15820768/person/18815184688/media/b50bb823-ebfe-4f12-9d39-b1ae12be8c60?queryId=ba7d799d-f9a3-4e8c-9833-b30443f51f08&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx28166&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/15820768/person/18815184688/media/b50bb823-ebfe-4f12-9d39-b1ae12be8c60?queryId=ba7d799d-f9a3-4e8c-9833-b30443f51f08&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx28166&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/15820768/person/18815184688/media/b50bb823-ebfe-4f12-9d39-b1ae12be8c60?queryId=735a6284-1ca0-4850-b1be-9e029b6916b8&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx28176&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/15820768/person/18815184688/media/b50bb823-ebfe-4f12-9d39-b1ae12be8c60?queryId=735a6284-1ca0-4850-b1be-9e029b6916b8&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx28176&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/15820768/person/18815184688/media/b50bb823-ebfe-4f12-9d39-b1ae12be8c60?queryId=735a6284-1ca0-4850-b1be-9e029b6916b8&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx28176&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/15820768/person/18815184688/media/b50bb823-ebfe-4f12-9d39-b1ae12be8c60?queryId=735a6284-1ca0-4850-b1be-9e029b6916b8&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx28176&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/15820768/person/18815184688/media/b50bb823-ebfe-4f12-9d39-b1ae12be8c60?queryId=735a6284-1ca0-4850-b1be-9e029b6916b8&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx28176&_phstart=successSource
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Enlisted at age 24 on 23 Feb 1911 at Logan CA – deserted 15 Mar 1912 – apprehended 
13 Jun 1912 – dishonorably discharged 28 Sep 1912 at Fort Rosecrans - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1198/records/1282028?tid=&pid=&qu
eryId=e9555d86-37af-43c1-adab-
1152d3a52a11&_phsrc=cPx28182&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1571/records/3220104?tid=&pid=&qu
eryId=2f37cb41-1582-4f72-b90a-
fc23b58eee3c&_phsrc=cPx28185&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1198/records/1282028?tid=&pid=&queryId=e9555d86-37af-43c1-adab-1152d3a52a11&_phsrc=cPx28182&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1198/records/1282028?tid=&pid=&queryId=e9555d86-37af-43c1-adab-1152d3a52a11&_phsrc=cPx28182&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1198/records/1282028?tid=&pid=&queryId=e9555d86-37af-43c1-adab-1152d3a52a11&_phsrc=cPx28182&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1571/records/3220104?tid=&pid=&queryId=2f37cb41-1582-4f72-b90a-fc23b58eee3c&_phsrc=cPx28185&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1571/records/3220104?tid=&pid=&queryId=2f37cb41-1582-4f72-b90a-fc23b58eee3c&_phsrc=cPx28185&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1571/records/3220104?tid=&pid=&queryId=2f37cb41-1582-4f72-b90a-fc23b58eee3c&_phsrc=cPx28185&_phstart=successSource
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Thomas A. Coker, pvt., 4th Cavalry, “Apprehended at Los Angeles, Cal, Jun 11, 1912, 
and turned over to military control at post June 13, 1912. Awaiting trial by G.C.M. for 
desertion.” - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1571/records/3220125?tid=&pid=&qu
eryId=dcbdfdf3-2bee-44fb-829d-
a365ddd6179c&_phsrc=cPx28187&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1571/records/3220125?tid=&pid=&queryId=dcbdfdf3-2bee-44fb-829d-a365ddd6179c&_phsrc=cPx28187&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1571/records/3220125?tid=&pid=&queryId=dcbdfdf3-2bee-44fb-829d-a365ddd6179c&_phsrc=cPx28187&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1571/records/3220125?tid=&pid=&queryId=dcbdfdf3-2bee-44fb-829d-a365ddd6179c&_phsrc=cPx28187&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8803/records/106040?tid=&pid=&que
ryId=d4ecd610-ad43-4397-b61f-
94ba2dd1f9de&_phsrc=cPx28177&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8803/records/103387?tid=&pid=&que
ryId=a2970d93-4fc0-4ff0-9302-
8ee7b861d3c4&_phsrc=cPx28180&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

Life: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8803/records/106040?tid=&pid=&queryId=d4ecd610-ad43-4397-b61f-94ba2dd1f9de&_phsrc=cPx28177&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8803/records/106040?tid=&pid=&queryId=d4ecd610-ad43-4397-b61f-94ba2dd1f9de&_phsrc=cPx28177&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/8803/records/106040?tid=&pid=&queryId=d4ecd610-ad43-4397-b61f-94ba2dd1f9de&_phsrc=cPx28177&_phstart=successSource
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Is this him? – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Wednesday 27 Feb 1907 p 4 
 
 

 
Is this him? - “El Paso (TX) Herald” Thursday 16 Feb 1911 p 8 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Friday 17 Aug 1917 p 3 
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List continues – “Waco (TX) Times-Herald” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 
 
Wife: 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/116720692/person/280157670293/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/116720692/person/280157670293/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/116720692/person/280157670293/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/004673202_02739
?pId=11619638 
 
 
Stepchildren: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/004673202_02739?pId=11619638
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/004673202_02739?pId=11619638
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/116720692/person/280157669563/facts 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/116720692/person/280157669563/facts 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/116720692/person/280157669563/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/116720692/person/280157669563/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/116720692/person/280157669563/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/116720692/person/280157669563/facts
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Appears to be her, marrying Steve Edwards 31 Dec 1930 in Maricopa Co. AZ - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60873/records/900103410?tid=116720
692&pid=280157669563&queryId=e1769217-f9bb-4a97-b2a5-
4a21eb503618&_phsrc=cPx28085&_phstart=successSource 
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Mable Randall married Paul W. Hale 2 Dec 1935 Yuma Co. AZ - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60873/images/40657_542145-
01673?pId=900561540 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60873/images/40657_542145-01673?pId=900561540
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60873/images/40657_542145-01673?pId=900561540
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/12841760 
 

 
Mabel married David Lee Marks 14 Sep 1972 NV - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/116720692/person/280157669563/facts 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/116720692/person/280157669563/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/116720692/person/280157669563/facts
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https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/ivdailybulletin/name/louis-randall-
obituary?id=25470818 
 

WWII draft registration 16 Oct 1940 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/19012421?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=8fb11d1f-2b8d-4c4d-b3cc-6d168dca956b&_phsrc=cPx28097&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/ivdailybulletin/name/louis-randall-obituary?id=25470818
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/ivdailybulletin/name/louis-randall-obituary?id=25470818
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/19012421?tid=&pid=&queryId=8fb11d1f-2b8d-4c4d-b3cc-6d168dca956b&_phsrc=cPx28097&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/19012421?tid=&pid=&queryId=8fb11d1f-2b8d-4c4d-b3cc-6d168dca956b&_phsrc=cPx28097&_phstart=successSource
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Married Maxine L. Bull 11 Jul 1946 CA - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61460/records/900892247?tid=&pid=&que
ryId=06470611-4f0f-4757-b787-
360c93e6db53&_phsrc=cPx28106&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
Marriage to Mada M. Randall Lankister Green - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1144/records/2186570?tid=&pid=&queryId
=b8d1cdaa-cb29-4c50-bc03-f9b0942dd620&_phsrc=cPx28099&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1144/records/2186570?tid=&pid=&queryId=b8d1cdaa-cb29-4c50-bc03-f9b0942dd620&_phsrc=cPx28099&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1144/records/2186570?tid=&pid=&queryId=b8d1cdaa-cb29-4c50-bc03-f9b0942dd620&_phsrc=cPx28099&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1144/records/2406035?tid=&pid=&queryId
=bfca0d97-bd9c-4306-b3a8-fd5743fc2d39&_phsrc=cPx28101&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1141/records/1163698?tid=&pid=&queryId
=a6ce95b5-fdce-4f22-8bdd-f165a23fbbb8&_phsrc=cPx28104&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1144/records/2406035?tid=&pid=&queryId=bfca0d97-bd9c-4306-b3a8-fd5743fc2d39&_phsrc=cPx28101&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1144/records/2406035?tid=&pid=&queryId=bfca0d97-bd9c-4306-b3a8-fd5743fc2d39&_phsrc=cPx28101&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1141/records/1163698?tid=&pid=&queryId=a6ce95b5-fdce-4f22-8bdd-f165a23fbbb8&_phsrc=cPx28104&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1141/records/1163698?tid=&pid=&queryId=a6ce95b5-fdce-4f22-8bdd-f165a23fbbb8&_phsrc=cPx28104&_phstart=successSource
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Stepson Charles Milton Randall (1917 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61365/records/1244515 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61365/records/1244515
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2275/records/695309 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2275/records/695309
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61365/records/901244515 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61365/records/901244515
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61365/records/901056131?tid=&pid=&que
ryId=83e40cea-1d62-4719-ab21-
3a2705ed6057&_phsrc=cPx28157&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61365/records/901056131?tid=&pid=&que
ryId=83e40cea-1d62-4719-ab21-
3a2705ed6057&_phsrc=cPx28157&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61365/records/901056131?tid=&pid=&queryId=83e40cea-1d62-4719-ab21-3a2705ed6057&_phsrc=cPx28157&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61365/records/901056131?tid=&pid=&queryId=83e40cea-1d62-4719-ab21-3a2705ed6057&_phsrc=cPx28157&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61365/records/901056131?tid=&pid=&queryId=83e40cea-1d62-4719-ab21-3a2705ed6057&_phsrc=cPx28157&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61365/records/901056131?tid=&pid=&queryId=83e40cea-1d62-4719-ab21-3a2705ed6057&_phsrc=cPx28157&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61365/records/901056131?tid=&pid=&queryId=83e40cea-1d62-4719-ab21-3a2705ed6057&_phsrc=cPx28157&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61365/records/901056131?tid=&pid=&queryId=83e40cea-1d62-4719-ab21-3a2705ed6057&_phsrc=cPx28157&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60901/records/32922967?tid=&pid=&quer
yId=17375a2c-b2c6-45cd-9dcc-
f421891fb4c3&_phsrc=cPx28159&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

Father: 
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William Thomas Coker – “Wichita Falls (TX) Times” Friday 27 Feb 1925 p 7 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/59202811/person/32043041940/facts?_phsrc=cPx28211&_phstart=s
uccessSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/59202811/person/32043041940/facts?_phsrc=cPx28211&_phstart=s
uccessSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/59202811/person/32043041940/facts?_phsrc=cPx28211&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/59202811/person/32043041940/facts?_phsrc=cPx28211&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/59202811/person/32043041940/facts?_phsrc=cPx28211&_phstart=successSource


27 
 

  
Duplications/errors - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/59202811/person/32043041940/facts?_phsrc=cPx28211&_phstart=succ
essSource 
 

Mother: 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/59202811/person/32043041940/facts?_phsrc=cPx28211&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/59202811/person/32043041940/facts?_phsrc=cPx28211&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/59202811/person/32043041940/facts?_phsrc=cPx28211&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/59202811/person/32043041940/facts?_phsrc=cPx28211&_phstart=s
uccessSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/59202811/person/32043041940/facts?_phsrc=cPx28211&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/59202811/person/32043041940/facts?_phsrc=cPx28211&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/59202811/person/32043041940/facts?_phsrc=cPx28211&_phstart=successSource
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viewer/tree/59202811/person/32043045860/media/0b3ba5c9-9e1e-4544-b567-
0c8922ab0c12 
 

Siblings: 
 

 

 

 
Sister Mary Etta Coker Barron (1870-1932) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062036-
01641?pId=83360393 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062036-01641?pId=83360393
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062036-01641?pId=83360393
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Sister Arvazana V. Coker Henderson (1872-1945) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22584683 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22584683
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/311428 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22675385 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/311428
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/22675385
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No longer a valid entry as removed from Find A Grave but still indexed on 
Ancestry.com - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60525/records/113816783 
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Brother Eli Lee Coker (1878-1967) – Find A Grave 24929313 
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“Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Wednesday 23 Aug 1967 p 1 



35 
 

 
“San Angelo (TX) Standard-Times” Tuesday 17 Jul 1962 p 2 
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“Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Tuesday 17 Jul 1962 p 12 
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38 
 

 

 
 

“Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Thursday 1 Jan 1959 p 13 
 
 



39 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/15820768/person/18781544123/media/563c5a64-57b0-
4d42-b743-5f49fdeccd30?queryId=cbbf3ba4-a11e-4bfd-9531-

278b29e25022&searchContextTreeId=59202811&searchContextPersonId=32043336683&
_phsrc=cPx28223&_phstart=successSource 
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Sister Mittie Coker Pickett (1880-1970) – “The Columbian” (Vancouver WA) Monday 30 
Mar 1970 p 2 
 
 



41 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6716/records/6642722?tid=59202811
&pid=152086033098&queryId=ae18f28b-bb2f-499f-b360-
6839c793f2b2&_phsrc=cPx28225&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6716/records/6642722?tid=59202811&pid=152086033098&queryId=ae18f28b-bb2f-499f-b360-6839c793f2b2&_phsrc=cPx28225&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6716/records/6642722?tid=59202811&pid=152086033098&queryId=ae18f28b-bb2f-499f-b360-6839c793f2b2&_phsrc=cPx28225&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6716/records/6642722?tid=59202811&pid=152086033098&queryId=ae18f28b-bb2f-499f-b360-6839c793f2b2&_phsrc=cPx28225&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60183/records/1810397?tid=59202811
&pid=152086029707&queryId=62581ee6-a948-4461-b642-
c601023ac851&_phsrc=cPx28229&_phstart=successSource 
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sister Zada Ann Coker Hubbard Pickett (1884-1946) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2272/records/23977876?tid=59202811
&pid=152086029706&queryId=bc19ada6-5487-4e8d-8f84-
bf187cc691e7&_phsrc=cPx28236&_phstart=successSource 
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Brother Everett Richard Coker (1889-1951) – “Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Saturday 28 
Apr 1951 p 2 
 



45 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062384-
01296?pId=81416351 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Thomas Arthur Coker 
Name variations: Arthur Coker 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - 11th Co., 14th Grand Div., Transportation 
Corps - private 
Serial number: 251,523   
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Entered service from: Roby, Fisher TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Thomas A. Coker 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father W.T. Coker, Robe TX [i.e. William Thomas Coker] 
Returned from war on: "Kroonland" Jun 1919, "medical & surgical, no attention" - "otitis 
media chr." 
Sailed on return ship as: Thomas A. Coker 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father W.T. Coker, Roby, Fisher Co. TX (pvt, 11th Transp 
Corps M.T.C.)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Thomas Arthur Coker - b. 24 Jul 1886 Sulphur 
Spring TX; res: Dexter, Chaves NM Military experience: private in US cavalry for 3 years. 
Single. Farmer at Alfalfa Mill, Dexter NM. Medium height & build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: reports birthdate of 24 Jul 1886 
Enlisted 17 Nov 1917 
Discharge date not given 
Address: Belton TX 
Rank/unit: private, 11th Co., 14th Division 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 24 Jul 1887 Sulphur Springs, Hopkins TX [24 Jul 1886 on Veterans Administration 
Master Index card]  
Died: 29 Mar 1931 Mineola, Wood TX (TX death certificate says cause of death unknown – 
dead when the doctor arrived – but he died in a car accident along with his sister 
Arvazana’s husband James Charles Henderson)  
Find A Grave record: 24929318, presence on Tuscania indicated in flower  
Burial location: Roby, Fisher TX 
Cemetery: Roby 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Texas Pvt. 11 Co. Trans. Corps. 
 
Father: William Thomas (“Tom”) Coker, 24 Oct 1845 Shelby Co. TN – 23 Feb 1925 Roby, 
Fisher TX.  
Son of William M. Coker (1819-1880) & Sarah Nations (1819-1880). 
Fought in the Civil War for the Confederate States of America. Was taken prisoner at the 
Battle of Chickamauga (fought in Georgia from Sep 18-20, 1863); was a prisoner of war for 
21 months. 
Died of neuralgia of heart. 
Buried in Roby Cemetery, Roby, Fisher TX. 
Find A Grave: 105829712 
 
Mother: Nancy Jane (“Nannie”) McClung Coker, 1852 TX – 1900 Fisher Co. TX.  
Daughter of Michael T. McClung (1830-1870) & Ann Zada Pipkin (1827-   ). Michael fought 
for the Confederate States of America in the Civil War. 
Buried in Roby Cemetery, Roby, Fisher TX. 
Find A Grave: 105829719  
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Marriage: 29 Dec 1870 Smith Co. TX after the birth of their daughter, Mary Etta.  
 
Spouse:  Leta May Berry Randall Coker, 29 Jan 1881 Alsa, Van Zandt TX – 23 May 1931 
Phoenix, Maricopa AZ.  
Daughter of Lewis Cass Berry (1852 TX – 20 Oct 1932 TX) & Mollie Mary Watson (1862 TX – 
1905 TX). 
Leta had 1st married William Milton Randall, in TX in 1909 in Travis Co. TX. Three of their 
children were Mabel/Mable Lee, Louis John & Charles Milton (Milton Charles). Since 
Charles was her 4th child, with 4 then living when he was born 2 Aug 1917, there is one child 
missing from this list.  
On her son Charles’s TX birth record, William Milton Randall is age 33, born Tarrant Co. TX, 
a laborer. His “residence not known now.” Leta Mayberry [sic] is age 36, b. Ellis Co. TX.  
There are numerous online family tree claims found about men named “William Milton 
Randall” but accuracy could not be verified.  
Her family tree found at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/116720692/person/280157670293/facts 
In the 1920 census, the children use the surname Coker. 
In the 1930 census, she is listed as married with 3 children whose surname is Randall. She 
is living in Arizona in 1930, status: married, but no husband present.   
Three days before her death, she registers to vote in Maricopa Co. AZ – Mrs. Leta Coker, b. 
TX, Democrat, house, residence 207 N. 17th St., height 5’3”, weight 115 lbs – on 20 May 
1930. Thomas dies 29 Mar 1931 in TX & she dies 23 May 1931 in AZ.  
Buried in Greenwood Memory Lawn Cemetery, Phoenix, Maricopa AZ. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 158387459 
Married to Thomas Arthur Coker between 1910 & 1920 censuses 
Her family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/116720692/person/280157670294/facts?_phsrc=cPx28073&_phstart=su
ccessSource 
 
Stepchildren: 

• Mable (Mabel) Lee Randall Hale Verhelst Walters Marks, reverted to Verhelst, 8 Aug 
1910 TX – 16 Aug 1990 Contra Costa CA. –?? A Miss Mable Lee Randall married 
Steve Edwards on 31 Dec 1930 in Maricopa Co. AZ. ?? - According to her Social 
Security record, her surname changed in Oct 1938 to Hale. She married on 2 Dec 
1935 in Yuma Co. AZ to Paul W. Hale (1909-1975). Their daughter Mary Jeanne Hale 
was b. 1930. -  In the 1940 census for Long Beach, Los Angeles CA, Paul Hale, 30 IL, 
stillman at an oil refinery, lived t 1456 Peterson Ave. with wife Mabel Hale (29 TX) & 
daughter Mary J. (9 AZ). They had lived in the same place in 1935. - Social Security 
notes her surname changed in Dec 1946 to Verhelst. Mable Hale married Elmer 
Edward Verhelst (1908 MO – 1962 CA, F: 3644210) with whom she is buried. – In Sep 
1965, Social Security noted her surname changed to Walters. – In Oct 1969, her 
surname changed to Marks. She married David Lee Marks on 14 Sep 1972 in Las 
Vegas NV. -  Buried as Mable Verhelst in Golden Gate National Cemetery, San 
Bruno, San Mateo CA. F: 106042906 
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• Louis John (L.J.) Randall, 10 Jan 1915 Dallas Co. TX – 20 Oct 2006 San Bernardino 
Co. CA. Moved to Southern California in 1936. Served in the US Air Force. Was the 
Los Angeles Co. CA fire construction foreman, once burned over 50% of his body. 
According to his obituary, was married 4 times. Was married to Maxine L. Bull on 11 
Jul 1946 in CA. - In Imperial Co. CA on 1 Aug 1966, he married Mada Randall (birth 
surname, according to Find A Grave?) Green Lankister (1918 OK – 1995 AZ, F: 
64863712). They divorced Mar 1968 in Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA. She is buried 
with husband Jessie Lee Lankister (1914-1979, F: 64863527) whom Mada married in 
1934. – At the time of his death, was married to Eva Mae. - Buried in Forest Lawn 
Memorial Park, Covina, Los Angeles CA. F: 88523787 

• Milton Charles Randall, 2 Aug 1917 Dallas, Dallas TX –   On his TX birth certificate, 
his father’s “residence not known now.” He was his mother’s 4th child, with 4 now liv 
ing. Married Mary Jean Phillips (indexed as Mary E—rie) on 25 Jul 1943 in Cherokee 
Co. AL. Mary (2 Jun 1925 Alton, Jefferson AL – 12 Jul 1993) was the daughter of 
James Leonard (Jim) Phillips (1893 GA – 1985 TX, F: 80034626) & Odis Mae Foster 
(1903-1971, F: 80034604). At age 18, Mary Phillips Randall married Paul Richard 
Audino in Calhoun Co. AL. Mary Randall stated on her marriage license that this was 
her 2nd marriage. She had divorced 7 Aug 1944 in Gadsden AL. Paul was a soldier at 
Fort McClellan AL, born 6 Jun 1923 in Jersey City NY, son of James Audino & Lucille 
Ricci. It was his 1st marriage & Mary’s 2nd marriage. Mary was a resident of Cedar 
Bluff AL & had been born 2 Jun 1926 in Alton AL. Mary died with the surname 
Youngblood. - Dead by the time of his brother Louis’s death in Oct 2006.  

 
Siblings: 

• Mary Etta Coker Barron, 25 Oct 1870 Hopkins Co. TX – 1 May 1932 Fisher Co. TX. - 
Wife of Samuel Barron (1847-1931, F: 105829822). Died of paralysis. Buried in Roby 
Cemetery, Roby, Fisher TX. F: 105827798 

• Arvazana V. (“Arvazine” / “Rada”) Coker Henderson, 16 Jan 1872 [TX death record: 
27 Jan 1873] Hopkins Co. TX – 29 Oct 1945 Wichita Falls, Wichita TX. – A. V. Coker 
married James Charles Henderson on 6 Dec 1888 in Sulphur Springs, Hopkins TX, 
who died on 29 Mar 1931 in the same car accident with her brother Thomas Arthur 
Coker; her 2 sons were not injured seriously. – James was b. 14 Jun 1869 & died 29 
Mar 1931. His TX death certificate says “no doctor attended – killed in car wreck” in 
Quitman, Wood TX. - In the 1900 census for Justice Precinct 8, Wood TX, James 
Henderson (30 AR, Jan 1870, parents b. NC, married 11 years, farmer) had in his 
household wife Arzavine (24 TX, Jan 1872, parents b. TX) & children Archy (9 TX, Aug 
1890), Owen (7 TX, Aug 1892) & Earnest (1 TX, Apr 1899) & lodger Tom McCann (59 
MO). – She died of septicemia; she also had dementia. Buried in Oak Grove 
Cemetery, Graham, Young TX. F: 54877924 

• Eli Lee Coker, 20 Jun 1878 Hopkins Co. TX – 22 Aug 1967 Roby, Fisher TX. Died of 
chronic lymphatic leukemia. - Husband of Peggy Margaret (Maggie) Ridgeway (1884-
1962, F: 24929315) on 27 Dec 1908 in Roby, Fisher ATX. - Buried in Roby Cemetery, 
Roby, Fisher TX. F: 24929313 
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• Mittie Coker Pickett, 12 Sep 1880 TX – 28 Mar 1970 Vancouver, Clark WA (in Hazel 
Dell Convalescent Home) . - Wife of Charles Breedlove (Charley) Pickett (1876-
1952, F: 93456874). Mittie Coker married C.B. Pickett on 16 Aug 1897 in Fisher Co. 
TX. Charles was the son of John Reynoldson Pickett (1850-1924, F: 5043124) & 
Maria Josephine (Mollie) Schimpff (1856-1931, F: 50435576). – Charles Pickett was 
the brother of Walter Harris Pickett, who married Mittie Coker’s sister Zada Coker. - 
Buried in Park Hill Cemetery, Vancouver, Clark WA. F: 93450605 

• Zada Ann Coker Hubbard Pickett, 12 Apr 1884 Sulphur Springs, Hopkins TX – 5 Sep 
1946 Sweetwater, Nolan TX. - Wife of Jessie Lee Hubbard (1879-1918, F: 81230352) 
whom she married in Fisher Co. TX in 1899. – In 1928 married to Walter Harris 
Pickett (1882-1959, F: 29589345). Charles was the son of John Reynoldson Pickett 
(1850-1924, F: 5043124) & Maria Josephine (Mollie) Schimpff (1856-1931, F: 
50435576). – Walter Pickett was the brother of Charles Pickett, who married Zada 
Coker’s sister Mittie Coker. -  Died of a cerebral hemorrhage. Buried in Sweetwater 
Cemetery, Sweetwater, Nolan TX. F: 15517521 

• Everett Richard Coker, 19 Jun 1889 Como, Hopkins Co. TX – 27 Apr 1951 Rotan, 
Fisher TX. Died of hemiplegia & asthma. - First married to Veta Hurst (1892-1936, F: 
24929319). They married in Roby, Fisher TX in 1909. - Married Ruth Mae Bishop 
(1900-1980, F: 24929317) on 5 Aug 1939. - Obituary: “Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” 
28 Apr 1951 p 3 – Everett Richard Coker, age 6, lifelong Roby resident, died at Rotan 
TX in Allan Hospital on 27 Apr. He was born 19 Jun 1889 in Como TX. His family 
moved to Fisher County when he was 6 months old. He had been a farmer, road 
contractor & custodian of the Fisher County Courthouse. He married Veta Hurst in 
Roby in 1909; she died 13 Jul 1936. He married Ruth Bishop on 5 Aug 1939; she 
survives him. He is also survived by 3 daughters, brother Eli Coker of Roby & sister 
Mrs. Mit Picket of Vancouver WA. – Buried in Roby Cemetery, Roby, Fisher TX. F: 
24929314 

 
Claimed as siblings on Ancestry.com family trees – but appear to have different parents: 

• James W. Coker, 11 Feb 1887 Yantis Co. TX – 
• John A. Coker, Dec 1894 TX 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Chaves County NM War Records – returned unclaimed: Thomas Arthur Coker – Dexter NM - 
unclaimed 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
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“Bonham (TX) Daily Favorite” 31 Mar 1931 p 3 – “Two Men Killed in Auto Crash Near 
Mineola” – dateline 30 Mar 1931 Mineola TX – J.C. Henderson, age 61, of near Quitman TX & 
his brother-in-law Arthur Coker, 50, of Roby TX were killed instantly Sunday night [29 Mar] 
in an automobile accident 2 miles north of Mineola on Highway 37. Coker had just arrived 
for a visit with his family. Coker, Henderson & Henderson’s 2 sons were in the car when an 
axle broke, the right wheel was thrown off & the car turned over several times. The 2 
Henderson boys were only slightly injured. Both men were dead when the ambulance 
arrived. J.C. Henderson will be buried in the Quitman Cemetery & Coker at Roby TX. Both 
leave large families & were prominent farmers in their respective areas. 
 
TX death certificate: Arthur Coker, died 29 Mar 1931 Mineola, Wood TX. Widowed. Laborer. 
Born 24 Jul 1887 TX; died at age 43 years, 8 months, 5 days. Cause of death: “dead when I 
saw him” – Son of W.T. Coker (TN) & --- McClung (TX). Buried in Sweetwater TX. Informant: 
Eli Coker, Roby TX. 
 
Veteran headstone application: Thomas A. Coker, serial 251523, private from TX, 11th Co., 
14th Grand Div. Trans. Corps. Died 29 Mar 1931. Stone sent to Roby Cemetery, Roby TX, to 
Eli Coker, Roby, Fisher TX. 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Precinct 6, Hopkins Co. TX – conducted 7 Jun 1880 
W.T. Coker, 34 TN, parents b. TN, farmer 
J.N., 24 TX, parents’ birthplaces unknown, keeping house [wife Nanny Jane] 
M., 8 TX, at home [daughter Mary Etta] 
A., 6 TX, at home [daughter Arvazana] 
Eli, 1 TX [son] 
Ann McClung, 60, unknown birthplace, parents’ birthplaces unknown, at home [mother-in-
law] 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 1, Fisher Co. TX – date conducted not listed 
Charles Pickett, 23 TX, Sep 1876, father b. NC, mother b. TX, married 2 years, farmer 
Mittie Pickett, 19 TX, Sep 1880, father b. TN, mother TX, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
[wife] 
Wayne Pickett, 1 TX, Feb 1899, parents b. TX [son] 
Thomas Coker, 55 TN, Oct 1844, parents b. TN, widowed, farmer [Charles’s father-in-law] 
Arthur Coker, 13 TX, Jul 1886, father b. TN, mother b. TX, at school [Charles’s brother-in-
law] 
Everett Coker, 10 TX, Jun 1889, father b. TN, mother b. TX, at school [Charles’s brother-in-
law] 
& hired hand Joseph M. Allen, 23 TX, Jul 1876, parents b. TX, day laborer 
 
1910 Sweetwater, Nolan TX – conducted 24 Apr 1910 
Jesse R. Hubbard, 31 TX, father b. VA, mother b. TX, married 10 years, shoemaker, at shop 
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Zada A., 26 TX, parents b. AR, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Beatrice E., 8 TX 
Maud R., 7 NM 
May B., 2 TX 
& Jesse’s brother-in-law: 
Thomas A. Coker, 23 TX, single, parents b. AR, laborer, common 
On the same page appears the name of Eli Coker, wife Maggie & son Denziel. 
 
1920 Dallas, Dallas TX – 2906 Taylor St. – Mabel, Louis & Milton’s surname is Randall 
Arthur Coker, 32 TX, parents b. US, laborer, gin company 
Leita Coker, 40 TX, parents b. US 
Mabel Coker, 9 TX 
Louis J. Coker, 5 TX 
Milton Coker, 3 years 8 months TX 
 
1930 cannot locate Thomas Coker 
 
1930 Del Rey, Maricopa AZ – 207 N. 17th St. – conducted 23 Apr 1930 – no husband listed 
Leta M. Coker, 49 TX, parents b. TX, married, age 28 at 1st marriage, dish washer, café 
Mabel L. Randall, 19 TX, parents b. TX, dish washer, café 
Lewis J. Randall, 15 TX, parents b. TX 
Charles M. Randall, 13 TX, parents b. TX 
 


