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TUSCANIA 

 

Tuscania casualty 
Byrne, Jack Joseph (John J. Byrne) 

1895 MT – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 

 
 

Jack Joseph Byrne – Find A Grave 57041794 
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https://www.newspapers.com/image/958327147/ 
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 Anaconda MT 
 
 

 
 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index –  
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2590/records/1826350?tid=&pid=&queryId
=037cc4b3-c9c8-4885-b23a-c54b055c39bf&_phsrc=cPx34717&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2590/records/1826350?tid=&pid=&queryId=037cc4b3-c9c8-4885-b23a-c54b055c39bf&_phsrc=cPx34717&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2590/records/1826350?tid=&pid=&queryId=037cc4b3-c9c8-4885-b23a-c54b055c39bf&_phsrc=cPx34717&_phstart=successSource
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Montana, US Military Records - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62068/records/20005?tid=&pid=&queryId=

f2719d44-83e8-4945-89bf-ebe58f879cd0&_phsrc=cPx34719&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
 

Life 
 
 

 
Butte MT 
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List continues -   Butte MT 
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Excerpts -   Butte MT 
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Butte MT 
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 Butte MT 
 

 
Butte MT 

 
 



14 
 

 

 Butte MT 
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Anaconda MT 
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 Butte MT 
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 Great Falls 
MT 

 

 

  Kalispell MT 
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Anaconda MT 

 
 
 

 

  Butte MT 
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He was the brother, not the son, of Thomas James Byrne -   
He died on Tuscania, not Lusitania - Butte MT 

 

  Anaconda MT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Father 
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James Byrne, published in the “Anaconda (MT) Standard” of Thursday 4 Dec1913 

Find A Grave 52200711 
 
 

 

 Anaconda MT 
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  Butte MT 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/31422157/person/29350475658/facts?_phsrc=cPx34734&_phstart=succ
essSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/31422157/person/29350475658/facts?_phsrc=cPx34734&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/31422157/person/29350475658/facts?_phsrc=cPx34734&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/31422157/person/29350475658/facts?_phsrc=cPx34734&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61255/records/232970?tid=&pid=&queryId
=96ee4942-2208-427f-98c4-56ae40e8eedb&_phsrc=cPx34735&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61420/records/132417 

 
 
 

 
Mother: 

 

 
Ellen Byrne – published in the “Anaconda (MT) Standard” Friday 25 Mar 1904 – Find A Grave 

52200712 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61420/records/132417
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9093/records/2470618?tid=&pid=&queryId

=06839f58-0f34-41ce-aa08-b0f34ee436a6&_phsrc=cPx34732&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9093/records/2470618?tid=&pid=&queryId=06839f58-0f34-41ce-aa08-b0f34ee436a6&_phsrc=cPx34732&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/9093/records/2470618?tid=&pid=&queryId=06839f58-0f34-41ce-aa08-b0f34ee436a6&_phsrc=cPx34732&_phstart=successSource
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Siblings 
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sister Kate Byrne (1893-1958) - 
zhttps://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/47429_550736-

02136?pId=600243271 
 

  Butte MT 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61578/images/48279_555251-
00872?pId=135295839 

 

 
 



32 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62374/records/2593524?tid=31422157&pi

d=28133798480&queryId=6528dbbe-e4e3-442a-8cd8-
1eb7c4842ffc&_phsrc=cPx34800&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 
indexed as 1892 but the record reads 1893 (faintly) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62374/records/2593333?tid=31422157&pi
d=28133798480&queryId=8509cda2-be3c-47d3-9853-

7a8f8b7bb78c&_phsrc=cPx34804&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62374/records/2593524?tid=31422157&pid=28133798480&queryId=6528dbbe-e4e3-442a-8cd8-1eb7c4842ffc&_phsrc=cPx34800&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62374/records/2593524?tid=31422157&pid=28133798480&queryId=6528dbbe-e4e3-442a-8cd8-1eb7c4842ffc&_phsrc=cPx34800&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62374/records/2593524?tid=31422157&pid=28133798480&queryId=6528dbbe-e4e3-442a-8cd8-1eb7c4842ffc&_phsrc=cPx34800&_phstart=successSource
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  Butte MT 
 

 Butte MT 
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Brother Thomas James Byrne (1898-1934) – published in the “Montana Standard” (Butte 

MT) Monday 4 Jun 1834 – Find A Grave 52200713 
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  Butte MT 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61578/records/112508 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5437/records/793546 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5437/records/793546
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5437/records/1324098 

 
https://www.vikingcruises.com/oceans/cruise-destinations/western-

mediterranean/journey-to-
antiquities/index.html?startLocation=rome&endLocation=athens-

piraeus&year=2026#search/sfym=2026-2&sftcm=journey-to-antiquities 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5437/records/1324098
https://www.vikingcruises.com/oceans/cruise-destinations/western-mediterranean/journey-to-antiquities/index.html?startLocation=rome&endLocation=athens-piraeus&year=2026#search/sfym=2026-2&sftcm=journey-to-antiquities
https://www.vikingcruises.com/oceans/cruise-destinations/western-mediterranean/journey-to-antiquities/index.html?startLocation=rome&endLocation=athens-piraeus&year=2026#search/sfym=2026-2&sftcm=journey-to-antiquities
https://www.vikingcruises.com/oceans/cruise-destinations/western-mediterranean/journey-to-antiquities/index.html?startLocation=rome&endLocation=athens-piraeus&year=2026#search/sfym=2026-2&sftcm=journey-to-antiquities
https://www.vikingcruises.com/oceans/cruise-destinations/western-mediterranean/journey-to-antiquities/index.html?startLocation=rome&endLocation=athens-piraeus&year=2026#search/sfym=2026-2&sftcm=journey-to-antiquities
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 Dillon MT 
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Butte MT 

 

 
1138 W. Galena St., Butte MT - 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/1138+W+Galena+St,+Butte,+MT+59701/@46.01130
66,-

112.5539483,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x535b09cdd160ceab:0x143dc860a4df77f
4!8m2!3d46.0113066!4d-

112.5539483?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDMxNi4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D 
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Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
            
Name: Jack Joseph Byrne 
Name variations: John J. Byrne 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  not assigned when died 
Entered service from: Butte, Silver Bow MT 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Jack J. Byrne 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: sister Miss Catherine Byrne, 1138 E. Galena St., Butte MT 
Body buried on isle of Islay, Scotland:  1st buried at Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 75, 
as J.J. Byrne 
Body returned from war on: could not locate 
Body listed on return ship as: 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Jack Joseph Byrne - b. 22 Oct 1895 Butte MT; res: 
1138 E. Galena St., Butte MT. Single. Laborer at Weeghman’s Commissary, of Chicago IL. 
Claims exemption from draft due to venereal disease. Tall in height, medium build. Form 
not dated. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlistment & discharge dates not listed, just death date of 6 Feb 1918 
Address: Butte MT 
Rank/unit: private, Co. E, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 22 Oct 1895 Butte, Silver Bow MT  
Died:  5 Feb 1918 Tuscania  
Find A Grave record: 57041794, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Arlington, Arlington Co. VA 
Cemetery: Arlington National 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone - Montana Pvt 20 Engrs 
 
Father: James J. Byrne, Jul 1867 Ireland (1900 census) or 4 Jul 1865 (MT death certificate) or 
4 Jul 1864 (tombstone/Find A Grave) – 3 Dec 1913 Silver Bow Co. MT.  
Son of Richard Byrne & Kate Doyle. 
MT death records: b. 4 Jul 1865 Ireland. Died 3 Dec 1913 Silver Bow Co. MT. Resident 100 
Kemper, Butte MT. Married. (?) 48 years old, miner. Died of pulmonary tuberculosis, which 
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he had for over 1 year. Son of Richard Byrne & Kate Doyle. Informant: Katie Byrne, 100 
Kemper, Butte. Buried in the Catholic cemetery in Butte MT on 5 Dec 1913. 
Records indicate he was survived by a wife & 3 children. 
Buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Butte, Silver Bow MT. 
Find A Grave: 52200711 
 
Mother: Ellen (Nellie/Ella) Ryan Byrne, 1871 Ireland – 24 Mar 1904 Butte, Silver Bow MT.  
In the 1880 census for Marquette, Marquette MI, Ellen Ryan lives in the Orphans Asylum 
there. There are several Ryan entries, none of them with ages. They had all resided in 
Ishpeming, Marquette MI & were admitted to the orphanage in 1879. For all the names 
except one, their mother is listed as deceased. 
Those children named Ryan are Ellen, Katie Annie and Francis (spelling? Hard to read, 
seems to read Jranpa). For Lucy Ryan, listed last, it indicates both her parents are dead. 
There is a handwritten note that parents pay for all the children in the orphanage based on 
their ability.  
There remain some questions about the sisters mentioned in her obituary.   
Perhaps this is her obituary:  “Anaconda (MT) Standard” 25 Mar 1904 p 10 – Ellen Byrne, 
age 33, died 24 Mar 1904, leaving a husband & 3 children, plus 2 sisters, Mrs. P.J. Reardon 
& Mrs. T.P. Shea. Funeral held 25 Mar 15 residence of Mr. Reardon, 814 Caledonia St.  If the 
James Byrne who died in 1913 is correct, this Nellie shares the tombstone with him. 
Wartime newspaper accounts for James indicate his parents were deceased, and his 
mother died before his father.  
Buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Butte, Silver Bow MT.  
Find A Grave: 52200712 
Parents’ marriage: 21 Jun 1892 Negaunee, Marquette MI, James Byrne, 25 Ireland to Ellen 
Ryan, 21 Ireland. Both residents of Negaunee MI. He is a miner. Married by a minister, 
Chas. Langner - with Samuel & Mary Rupell of Negaunee as witnesses. 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave: 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: 

• Catherine/Katherine (Kate) Byrne McLeod, 2 Apr 1893 Negaunee, Marquette MI - 16 
Dec 1958 Butte, Silver Bow MT. - MI birth record: 2 Apr 1893 Negaunee, Marquette 
MI, daughter of James Byrne (b. Ireland) & Ellen Ryan (b. Ireland). - MT marriage 
certificate: Married Richard Macleod (Richard McLeod 1885-1937, F: 52200710) on 
19 Nov 1918 in Butte, Silver Bow MT. He is age 34, b. Aberdeen SD to Daniel 
Macleod & Annie McKenzie. Katherine Byrne is age 21, b. Negaunee MI to James 
Byrne & Nellie Ryan. Both residents of Butte; both their 1st marriage. - Obituary: 
“Montana Standard” (Butte MT) 17 Dec 1958 p 2 – Mrs. Kate D. McLeod, 53 W. Park, 
died in a local hospital on 16 Dec 1958. Born Negaunee MI. Live don a ranch in Feely 
many years before moving to Butte. Employed at Montana Hardware Co. for several 
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years. Survived by many cousins. “Montana Standard” 19 Dec 1958 p 7 – Christian 
Science services; burial in St. Patrick’s Cemetery. MT death certificate: Kate B. 
McLeod died at the Community Hospital, 53 W. Park St., Butte MT on 16 Dec 1958. 
Widow. Born 2 Apr 1893 in Negaunee MI; died at age 65. Comp. operator & ret. 
Montana Hardware. Daughter of James Byrne & Ellen Ryan. SSN 517-12-3880. Died 
of myocarditis chronic (many months) & arteriosclerotic heart disease (many years) 
& old rheumatic heart disease (many years). Buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Butte, 
Silver Bow MT on 18 Dec 1958. F: 52200709 

• Thomas James Byrne, 23 Oct 1897 [1898 on tombstone] Butte, Silver Bow MT – 2 Jun 
1934 Dillon, Beaverhead MT. – Husband of Elsie Schwab (1908 UT – 2002 MT, F: 
200939721). They married 2 Aug 1926 in Butte, Silver Bow MT. - Following Thomas’s 
death, she married Ejner Berg Christensen (1913-1992) on 4 Jun 1935 in MT. They 
divorced 11 Oct 1942 in Dillon, Beaverhead MT. She then married Walter Bernard 
(“Watz”) Donich (1911-1988) & is buried as Elsie Donich. -  When he registered for 
the WWI draft in 1917, his address was 1138 E. Galena, Butte MT, he was a miner at 
ACM Co. (Anaconda Copper Mining Co.) & his NOK was his sister, Miss Kate Byrne, 
416 E. Mercury, Butte. – His MT death certificate lists parents as James & Ella Byrne. 
Married Elsie Schwab 2 Aug 1926 in Butte, Silver Bow MT. He was age 28, son of 
James Byrne & Ella [maiden name illegible]. MT death certificate: Died in Barrett 
Hospital, Dillon, Beaverhead MT. Resident of 1146 W. Diamond. Married; wife Mrs. 
Elsie Byrne. Born 23 Oct 1897 Butte MT; died at age 36 years, 7 months, 9 days. 
Occupation: clerk. Died of laceration of the brain due to automobile accident on 29 
May 1934. Son of James Byrne, b. Ireland & mother, no record of name, b. Ireland. 
Accident happened near Brown station. - Obituary: “Montana Standard” 3 Jun 1934 
p 1 & 2 – Thomas J. Byrne, age 37, victim of a driving accident on the Butte-Dillon 
Highway, died at Dillon on 2 Jun. His companion, Paul Schwab, is recovering. 
Thomas is well-known in Butte & was recently employed here. Leaves a wife & small 
daughter. Accident happened at a curve near Brown’s station south of Melrose, 
when Schwab, who was driving, lost control. The car plunged through a guard rail & 
75 feet down onto the Oregon Short Line railway tracks. Schwab crawled back up to 
the highway & hailed a passing car, which took both men to the hospital in Dillon. - 
“Montana Standard” (Butte MT) 4 Jun 1934 p 5 – died age 36 at Dillon. Body is in the 
Duggan Merrill Mortuary & will be taken to the home of his sister, Mrs. McLeod, 1146 
W. Diamond, for the funeral. - “Montana Standard” 6 Jun 1934 p 5 – funeral was 
held 5 Jun. Died from injuries following a car accident. The cortege formed from the 
home of his sister, Mrs. Dick McLeod, 1146 Diamond, with burial in St. Patrick’s. 
Buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Butte, Silver Bow MT. F: 52200713 

 
Notes: 
 
There is an abundance of men named James Byrne in Butte MT, complicating the search 
for Jack’s parents.  His mother is dead by the 1910 census; his father is dead by the time he 
goes to war in 1918. 
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1899 Butte MT city directory lists James Byrne, miner, residing at 322 E. Summit, Dublin 
Gulch.  The 1900 census lists the family at 314 E. Summit. 
 
1910 Butte MT city directory lists a James J. Byrne, miner, residing at 113 W. Boardman.  
The 1910 census lists the family at 114 W. Boardman. There is an Anna Boardman, renting 
furnished rooms, at 130 W. Cooper – who may be the aunt “Mrs. A Boardman” mentioned 
in 1918 newspapers. Dennis “Burne” married Annie Grout. 
 
1918 Butte MT city directory – some possible leads: 
Anne Byrne, waiter, 531 N. Wyoming 
Catherine Byrne, teacher, Blaine School, rooming at 817 S. Dakota 
James B. Byrne, soldier, US Army 
James Byrne, Belmont Mine, 1138 E. Gallatin [the address on Jack’s 1918 draft registration] 
Thomas Byrne, Moon Mine, rooming at 46 E. Broadway 
 
Wartime: 
 
Newspaper accounts indicate he had been active pre-war in the East Side Athletic Club in 
Butte MT. His parents, Mr. & Mrs. James Byrne, were dead, with his mother dying first. He 
lived with relatives aat 1138 E. Galena in Butte MT. Jack left Butte on 6 November. His 
father was born in Ireland about 20 miles from the spot where Jack died.  
 
“Anaconda (MT) Standard” 11 Feb 1918 p 1 – Jack J. Byrne, 1138 E. Galena St., Butte MT, 
missing in action 
 
“Anaconda Standard” 11 Feb 1918 p 2 – Jack J. Byrne, 1138 E. Galena St., Butte, was in the 
draft contingent from Butte that left for Camp Lewis in Nov 1917 along with the last regular 
contingent. He & John Edwards are missing in action. Jack was 22, born in Butte, lived here 
all his life, attending the public schools here. Several years ago his parents died. He has 
lived with his aunt, Mrs. A. Byrne. His brother Thomas Byrne & sister Catherine Byrne live in 
Butte with their aunt. 
 
His aunt, Ann Byrne, appears to have the maiden name Hurley. She was born 1863 Ireland 
& died 22 Sep 1946 Butte, Silver Bow MT. She is buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Butte, 
Silver Bow MT. F: 157572322. Therefore, it may be that it is her husband, Richard Byrne, 
who was the paternal uncle of Kate, Jack & Thomas. 
 
“Anaconda Standard” 14 Feb 1918 p 9 – John Byrne of Butte was buried in Scotland, 
according to an Associated Press cable received 13 Feb 1918 
 
“Butte (MT) Miner” 26 Apr 1918 p 10 – benefit smoker at the Broadway tonight sponsored 
by members of the Bob Cat, Silver Bow & East Side athletic clubs, featuring boxing bouts. 
The proceeds will be used to buy “smokes” for those in military service. The profits that go 
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to the East Side Athletic Club will go to the Byrne & Edwards memorial fund. Both were lost 
on the Tuscania; both were members of the East Side club. 
 
There are several men named James Byrne in Butte MT. Jack’s father James was dead and 
his brother was not named James. This article (and other copies of it) is in error. "Butte [MT] 
Miner" 2 Mar 1918 p 8 -Mrs. James Byrne of Butte applied to state draft board to exempt her 
son James from the draft, as her other son, John J., died on Tuscania. 
 
“Anaconda Standard” 10 Apr 1928 p 3 – The MT State Highway Commission gets the title to 
land for the new Butte-to-Meaderville road through the condemnation of property. Three 
defendants were Kate Byrne McLeod, Richard McLeod & Thomas Byrne. 
 
Obituary: 
 
US National Cemetery Interment Control Form – Arlington National Cemetery VA – Jack J. 
Byrne, buried in Arlington on 13 Jul 1922 in section White, European, Grave 4485. From 
Montana. Private, Co. E, 20th Engineers, WWI.  Died 5 Feb 1918.  “Died in Scotland-sinking 
of Tuscania. Orig. Bur. Grav #75, Row 4, #154 Kilnaughton Cty., Port Ellen, Islay Argyll, 
Scotland. C.R. Jul 1922.” 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Silver Bow, Silver Bow MT – 314 E. Summit – conducted 15 Jun 1900 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7602/records/44833631?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=f42f1aa7-0b02-40ed-9efc-776eed455c41&_phsrc=cPx34758&_phstart=successSource 
James Byrne, 32 Ireland, Jul 1867, parents b. Ireland, married 8 years, miner, emigrated 
1884, 15 years in US, naturalized citizen 
Nellie, 29 Ireland, Jul 1870, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1891, 8 years in US 
Katie, 7 MI, Apr 1892 
John, 4 MT, Oct 1895 
Thomas, 3 MT, Sep 1896 
 
1910 Precinct 6, Silver Bow Co. MT – 112 W. Boardman – conducted 26 Apr 1910 
James J. Byrne, 43 Ireland, widowed, emigrated 1885, naturalized citizen, miner, copper 
His children: 
Katheline, 17 MI, parents b. Ireland 
John, 15 MT 
Thomas, 13 MT 
 
Is this the aunt “Mrs. A. Byrne” with whom the three children reside at the time of Jack’s 
death in 1918?  
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She was residing In Butte, Silver Bow MT in 1910, wife of Dennis Byrne, age 50, Ann, age 44 
& 3 sons. 
 

 Butte MT 
 

 

  Butte MT 
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  Anaconda MT 
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 published in “Montana Standard” (Butte MT) Monday 23 
Sep 1946 – on Find A Grave 157572322 
 
 

Richard & Ann Byrne 
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“Montana Standard” (Butte MT) Saturday 5 Sep 1936 – Find A Grave 157575233 

 
 
 

 Butte MT 
 
 
 

 


