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TUSCANIA 
  

Burmer, Frederick Joseph (Sr.) 
1887 LA – 1952 CA 

                           
 

Frederick Joseph Burmer – left: “San Francisco Chronicle” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/27334412/ – right:  “San Francisco Examiner” 

Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/457855159/ 
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Veterans Administration Military Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-
CWP1?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPC1-

G22X&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
 

 
          

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/50833799/person/13110705563/facts?_phsrc=cPx33451&_phstart=succ
essSource 
      
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-CWP1?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPC1-G22X&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-CWP1?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPC1-G22X&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-CWP1?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPC1-G22X&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/50833799/person/13110705563/facts?_phsrc=cPx33451&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/50833799/person/13110705563/facts?_phsrc=cPx33451&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/50833799/person/13110705563/facts?_phsrc=cPx33451&_phstart=successSource
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San Francisco coroner’s report: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-G5NJ-
92FL?i=70&cc=1402856&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQKD4-R6KL 

 
Wife: 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-G5NJ-92FL?i=70&cc=1402856&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQKD4-R6KL
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-G5NJ-92FL?i=70&cc=1402856&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQKD4-R6KL
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6500/records/257778?tid=50833799&pid=

13110705563&ssrc=pt 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QKJZ-RL4W?lang=en 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6500/records/257778?tid=50833799&pid=13110705563&ssrc=pt
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/6500/records/257778?tid=50833799&pid=13110705563&ssrc=pt
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QKJZ-RL4W?lang=en
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QKJC-J86C?lang=en 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/923030146?tid=&pid=&quer

yId=412d6bbf-8fb9-45bc-a9df-
d0bac843a08a&_phsrc=cPx33491&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QKJC-J86C?lang=en
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/923030146?tid=&pid=&queryId=412d6bbf-8fb9-45bc-a9df-d0bac843a08a&_phsrc=cPx33491&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/923030146?tid=&pid=&queryId=412d6bbf-8fb9-45bc-a9df-d0bac843a08a&_phsrc=cPx33491&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/923030146?tid=&pid=&queryId=412d6bbf-8fb9-45bc-a9df-d0bac843a08a&_phsrc=cPx33491&_phstart=successSource
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Life: 
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New Orleans LA 
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 Sacramento CA 
 
 

 

  Stockton CA 
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Excerpts 
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Article continues -  
Monterey CA 
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On jury -  Sacramento CA 
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Woodland CA 
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Woodland CA 
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Woodland CA 
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  Woodland CA 
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Woodland CA 
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Woodland CA 

 

 

 
Woodland CA 
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Woodland CA 
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Woodland CA 

 
 

 
Woodland CA 
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Oakland CA 

 

 
Woodland CA 
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Woodland CA 
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Woodland CA 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Woodland CA 
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Woodland CA 
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Marathon runner – Fred or his son of the same name? -  
Oakland CA – son would be around 15 years old 

 
 
 
 

Wife:  
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Woodland CA 
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Sacramento CA 
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Woodland CA 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61381/records/1203049341?tid=&pid=&qu

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61381/records/1203049341?tid=&pid=&queryId=e0fc6064-d53f-4729-b78c-a61b5d4bd116&_phsrc=cPx33464&_phstart=successSource
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eryId=e0fc6064-d53f-4729-b78c-
a61b5d4bd116&_phsrc=cPx33464&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

 
Is this Fred’s widow? - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7837/records/90794599?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=41a5f9bc-b528-469d-925f-9a9f9fc6951f&_phsrc=cPx33500&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61381/records/1203049341?tid=&pid=&queryId=e0fc6064-d53f-4729-b78c-a61b5d4bd116&_phsrc=cPx33464&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61381/records/1203049341?tid=&pid=&queryId=e0fc6064-d53f-4729-b78c-a61b5d4bd116&_phsrc=cPx33464&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7837/records/90794599?tid=&pid=&queryId=41a5f9bc-b528-469d-925f-9a9f9fc6951f&_phsrc=cPx33500&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7837/records/90794599?tid=&pid=&queryId=41a5f9bc-b528-469d-925f-9a9f9fc6951f&_phsrc=cPx33500&_phstart=successSource
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Metairie LA 
 
 
 

Children: 
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Son Frederick Joseph Burmer Jr. (1921-1960) –  

 

 

 
 



40 
 

 
 



41 
 

  
 
 
 

 

 
San Mateo CA 
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Pittsburgh PA 
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His name is misspelled BURNER – Pittsburgh PA 
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Eleanor Szuba Burmer – Find A Grave 11753480 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2590/records/1746540?tid=50833799&pid
=13110606501&queryId=8bdfa44a-cfce-438d-8b17-

9ed2b15acdf5&_phsrc=cPx33473&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Eleanor Szuba Moran – Find A Grave 140012524 

 

 
Santa with Eleanor Szuba Moran, her daughter Claudia & son Jay  – Find A Grave 

140012524 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2590/records/1746540?tid=50833799&pid=13110606501&queryId=8bdfa44a-cfce-438d-8b17-9ed2b15acdf5&_phsrc=cPx33473&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2590/records/1746540?tid=50833799&pid=13110606501&queryId=8bdfa44a-cfce-438d-8b17-9ed2b15acdf5&_phsrc=cPx33473&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2590/records/1746540?tid=50833799&pid=13110606501&queryId=8bdfa44a-cfce-438d-8b17-9ed2b15acdf5&_phsrc=cPx33473&_phstart=successSource
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Daughter Ethel Jane Burmer Moran (1923-2011) –  
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https://www.chicoer.com/obituaries/ethel-moran/ 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/50833799/person/13110680920/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5247/records/1009303?tid=50833799&pid
=13110606501&queryId=bfe0f428-e344-4a41-ac2b-

aa002cdaf0c4&_phsrc=cPx33467&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/50833799/person/13110680920/facts
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 

 
Name: Frederick Joseph Burmer (Sr.) 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 100th Aero Squadron, 4th Squad - sergeant 
Serial number: 249,809 
Entered service from:  San Francisco, San Francisco CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Frederick J. Burmer 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: friend Mrs. Louise Moore, 59 Cabrillo St., San Francisco CA 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Frederick J. Burmer 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: foster mother Mrs. Louise Moore, 739 - 1st Ave., San 
Francisco CA 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Frederick Joseph Burmer - b. 11 Feb 1887 New 
Orleans LA; res: 59 Cabrillo St., San Francisco CA. single. Assistant secretary, Army & Navy 
Young Men’s C.A. [Christian Association, the YMCA]. Claimed exemption from draft: 
service & camp work among soldiers. Medium height & build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  410 - 26th Ave., San Francisco CA 

World War II draft registration (1942): as Frederick Joseph Burmer - b. 11 Feb 1887 New 
Orleans LA; res: 463 – 10th Ave., San Francisco CA. NOK Sarah Reida Burmer, of same 
address. Employed by the Bohemian Club, Post & Taylor streets, San Francisco, San 
Francisco CA. Height: 5’4” – 160 lbs. Registered 27 Apr 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 14 Aug 1917 
Discharged 18 Jun 1919 
Address: 123 Court St., Woodland, Yolo CA 
Rank/unit: sergeant 1st class, 100th Aero Squadron AS 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 11 Feb 1887 New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA  
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Died:  4 Oct 1952 San Francisco, San Francisco CA (had fallen from crate onto the floor on 
13 Sep 1952 at Allis Chalmers where he was employed & was knocked unconscious, for 
which he received 1st aid.  On 15 Sep 1952 complained to his wife of severe headaches. 
Admitted to St. Luke’s hospital 3 Oct 1952. Had subarachnoid hemorrhage.)  
Find A Grave record: 
Burial location: 
Cemetery: 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: Joseph Burmer (according to his marriage license). Born in LA, according to 
Frederick’s answer on the 1920 census. Other early censuses cannot be located. 
Find A Grave: 
 
Mother: Marie Capito/Caput Burmer. Frederick indicates her birth in Louisiana in his 
answer in the 1920 census.  Her name is spelled (or indexed) Capito or Caput on 
Frederick’s marriage license. 
Find A Grave: 
 
Spouse:  Sarah Reida/Rita Guschune Burmer, 28 Dec 1901 LS – 6 Jun 1963 Contra Costa 
Co. CA.  
Found listed as Rita Burmer, Reida Sarah Burmer, Sara Burmer. 
Marriage license lists her as daughter of Peter/Pete Guschune & Eirdoxie/Euinis/Eudoria 
Rybiski. 
CA Death Index: mother’s maiden name: Rybiski.  
She and her sister, Alice Adele Guschune, appear to be the few people who use this 
surname spelling in the U.S.   
Was in the Protestant Orphans Home in New Orleans LA in Dec 1905. “New Orleans 
Times-Democrat” 28 Dec 1905 p 10 – There was a children’s program at the Protestant 
Orphans Home annual Christmas party. Among the children was Sarah Gushune, who 
gave a song recitation. 
 
Her sister, Alice Adele Guschune Hurwitz, b. 10 Nov 1902 LA – d. 4 May 1988 Contra Costa 
Co. CA. The CA Death Index lists her father’s surname as Guschune & her mother’s as 
Rybiski.  The 1936 San Francisco voter registry lists Miss Alice A. Guschune, operator, at 
4634 – 4th Ave., Republican. The same entry in 1938. In 1945 Alice A. Guschune, machine 
operator at Style-Rite of California, resident Oakland CA. 
 
Spouse Find A Grave: 
Marriage (LA Parish Marriages: Frederick Joseph Burmer, age 33, married Miss Sarah 
Guschune on 30 Jun 1920 in New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA. She was born circa 1901. 
 
Children: 

• Frederick Joseph Burmer Jr. 24 May 1921 LA -29 Nov 1960 San Bruno, San Mateo 
CA. Yeoman 2, US Naval Reserve, WWII. - Husband of Eleanor M. Szuba (1919-
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2014, F: 140012524), whom he met in Pittsburgh PA during WWII. Eleanor is the 
daughter of Lavina Blanche Riley Szuba (F; 127842144) & Joseph George Szuba (F: 
127842211). They married on 6 Feb 1943 in Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA. He was age 
21, son of Fred Burmer & Reida Guschune. The couple moved to San Francisco CA 
& had 3 children. - Obituary: “San Mateo (CA) Times” 30 Nov 1960 p 10 – Graveside 
services at Golden Gate National for Fred Burmer, age 39, of 1055 Jenevein Ave., 
San Bruno CA. He died of an apparent heart attack at Peninsulva Hospital on 28 Nov 
after suffering a seizure at home. Car salesman with Carlson VW in San Francisco. 
Lived on Peninsula 1 ½ years & nearly 39 years in CA. Born in Louisiana. WWII 
veteran. Survived by wife Eleanor, 3 children, his mother Mrs. Sarah Burmer & his 
sister, Mrs. Ethel Moran of Alamo CA. “Pittsburgh (PA) Press” 1 Dec 1960 p 57 – 
services for Fred Burmer, husband of the former Eleanor Szuba, of the Corless 
district of Pittsburgh PA were held 1 Dec in San Bruno CA. Age 40, d. 29 Nov. 
Survived by wife, mother Mrs. Rita Burmer & sister Ethel Moran. Buried in Golden 
Gate National Cemetery, San Bruno, San Mateo CA. F:11753480 

• Ethel Jane (“Bermie”) Burmer Moran, 28 Aug 1923 Yolo Co. CA – 31 Aug 2011 Chico, 
Butte CA. - Wife of Frank Leonard Moran (1916 WA-1985 CA). She married Frank on 
28 Aug 1943 in Yolo Co. CA. - 

 
Siblings: 
 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
He lived with Mrs. Louise Moore and her two sons, Willliam  A. Moore & Edward J. Moore, 
who also sailed on the Tuscania with him.  William was a casualty, while Edward & Fred 
survived.  
 
"San Francisco Examiner" 9 Feb 1918 p 2 - 3 photos - Mrs. Louise Moore, 59 Cabrillo St., 
awaits news of 3 sons: William Moore, private, age 29, printer at Taylor & Williams - Edwin 
J. Moore, age 24, enlisted Aug 1917, machinist at Illinois Pacific Glass Co. - adopted son 
Frederick Burmer, former secretary at Army & Navy YMCA – [William a casualty, Edwin a 
survivor]  
 
“San Francisco Chronicle” 11 Feb 1918 p 2 has photos of him & brothers Edward J. & 
William A. Moore, 739 - 1st Ave., San Francisco - Fred listed as their "adopted" brother 
 
“San Francisco Examiner” 12 Feb 1918 p 5: 
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“San Francisco Examiner” 14 Feb 1918 p 3 – Burmer is a close friend of the Moore brothers 
who lived at the Moore home, he was secretary at Army & Navy YMCA. William Moore died, 
Edwin Moore lived. Their mother said: 
 

 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Woodland (CA) Daily Democrat” 13 Feb 1924 p 4 – Knights of Pythias No. 43 will present a 
program at the September meeting. Fred Burmer will provide two musical features. 
 
“Woodland (CA) Daily Democrat” 14 Dec 1923 p 1 – A farce called “Podunk Limited” 
presented by the Woodland Rebekahs was so popular that an encore performance is 
demanded. “Fred Burmer added mirth and merit to the program, with a clever musical 
number played on a one-stringed instrument, with a broomstick and a can the chief parts.” 
Mrs. Fred Burmer was also in the production. 
 
“Woodland Daily Democrat” 29 Jun 1923 p 1 – It took the jury only 30 minutes to find Lee 
Lee, the alleged narcotics peddler of Broderick, not guilty. Among the 12 jury members was 
Fred Burmer. 
 
“Woodland Daily Democrat” 4 Jan 1924 p 1 – General registration for voting in all elections 
in 1924 & 1924 is now open. Frederick J. Burmer & Hiram Hennigan were the first to appear 
before the county clerk to register to vote. 
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“Woodland Daily Democrat” 5 Jan 1924 p 1 – The newly elected members of the Woodland 
Fire Department included Fred Burmer. 
 
“Woodland Daily Democrat” 21 Feb 1924 p 8 – A playlet called “The Misses Prindel’s Leap 
Year” starred Fred as the “much-desired Deacon,” pursued by three young ladies who 
proposed to him. Mrs. Fred Burmer played the black servant whose appearances were 
greeted by a “riot of laughter.” The 249 Club (a women’s sewing society & social club) 
presented the play at the Woodland fire hall. 
 
“Woodland Daily Democrat” 6 Mar 1924 p 5 – Changes in the personnel of the Woodland 
Fire Department were necessitated by the arrival of new equipment. Fred Burmer, formerly 
with the Osborn music house of Woodland, will be assistant driver & engineer of pump & 
truck no. 1. Burmer replaced Uriah Stroup, who resigned 1 Mar 1924 to go into the chicken 
business. 
 
“Oakland (CA) Tribune” 14 Mar 1924 p 3 – Fred Springer & Fred Burmer were initiated into 
the Woodland Fire Department on 11 Mar. They had to climb a pole in the meeting house. 
“Burmer went up without much trouble, but Springer says somebody greased the pole for 
him.” 
 
“Woodland Daily Democrat” 17 Jul 1924 p 4 – Fred Burmer, a paid member of the 
Woodland Fire Department, finished yesterday getting subscriptions for a $150 fund to 
send Fire Chief August Silberstein to the state fire chiefs’ convention in Pasadena on 4 Aug. 
Fred raised $86 more than the required amount, for a total of $186. Thanks to the business 
men & women who contributed. 
 
 
“Woodland Daily Democrat” 9 Feb 1925 p 1 – a personal inspection of Woodland homes, 
which will take about 60 days, is being conducted by Fred Burmer, one of the paid 
members of the Woodland Fire Department 
 
“Woodland Daily Democrat” 25 Mar 1925 p 6 – The fireman’s benefit was held at the 
National theater last night, with a production of a fashion review called “Melody Lane,” 
which had musical interludes. “Fred Burmer, one of the fireman, contributed several solos 
on a stringed instrument of his own manufacture. The tones were similar to that of a cello.” 
 
“Woodland Daily Democrat” 21 Jul 1925 p 6 – William Van, Jr., will succeed Fred J. Burmer 
as one of the Woodland Fire Department employees. Fred submitted his resignation to the 
Woodland city council last night. 
 
1928 San Francisco city directory: Fred J. Burmer, 434 – 31st ave., electrician, with Sarah 
Burmer 
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1930 San Francisco voting register: Frederick J. Burmer, electrician, Republican & Mrs. 
Sarah R. Burmer, housewife, Republican – both of 410 – 26th Ave., San Francisco 
 
1933 San Francisco city directory: Fred (Reita) Burmer, electrician, home 410 – 26th Ave. 
 
“San Francisco Examiner” 24 Sep 1933 p 31 – Mrs. Fred Burmer was named philanthropy 
director at the Alamo Parent-Teachers’ Association September meeting. 
 
1936 San Francisco city directory: Frederick J. Burmer, electrician & Mrs. Sarah R. Burmer, 
housewife, 463 Fourth Ave. 
   
 
Obituary: 
 
San Francisco CA Records, Coroner’s Records (copied above): Fred Burmer, resident of 
2131 Grove St., died at St. Luke’s Hospital 4 Oct 1952. Personal information derived from 
wife. Married to Reida Burmer. Shipping clerk at Allis Chalmers. Born New Orleans LA. 
Body sent to morgue & discharged 5 Oct 1952 to funeral director Dierk, at 901 Di---. Order 
signed by wife Mrs. F. Brumer. Was 5’ 4”, 148 pounds. Among the 4 witnesses were his wife 
& Theresa Fryworth, who gave him 1st aid at the company. 
 
Social Security Number: 558-05-8308 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 cannot locate 
 
1910 cannot locate 
 
1920 Beaumont, Jefferson TX – conducted 9 Jan 1920 
Fred J. Burmer, 32 LA, father b. LA, mother b. LA, machinist, ship yard, single, roomer with: 
Henry P. Falkenhagen, his wife, 2 children & 2 other roomers & female servant 
 
1930 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 410 – 26th Ave. - conducted 7 Apr 1930 
Frederick G. BURNER, 33 LA, parents b. LA, electrician, engineer, WWI veteran 
Sarah, 19 LA [since she wasn’t 11 years old when she gave birth to her son, this should 
likely be age 29 instead], parents b. LA 
Fred J., 8 LA 
Ethel J., 6 CA 
 
1940 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 463 – 10th Ave. – same place in 1935 – conducted 
5 Apr 1940 
Fred J. Burmer, 53 LA, night watchman, private club 
Rita S., 39 LA 



55 
 

Fred Jr., 19 LA, “new worker” 
Ethyl J., 17 CA 
 
1950 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 538 Head St. - conducted 21 Apr 1950 – living with 
his daughter & her husband 
Frank L. Moran, 32 WA, carpenter, construction company  
Ethel Jane Moran, 26 CA [wife – i.e. Fred’s daughter] 
Fred J. Burmer Sr., 63 LA, shipping clerk, manufacturer, electrical equipment [father-in-
law] 
Rita S., 49 LA [mother-in-law] 
 


