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TUSCANIA 
  

Zeller, Hugh Edwin 
1900 OH – 1968 CA 

        
 
 

 
Hugh Edwin Zeller – left: “Dayton (OH) Daily News” 10 Feb 1918 p 13 and right: ‘Dayton 

(OH) Herald” 12 Feb 1918 p 2 
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Hugh Edwin Zeller – “Dayton (OH) Daily News” 5 Jan 1919 p 20 
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Hugh Edwin Zeller - 4 Feb 1934 p 6 

 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/213294:7895?tid=34634029&pid=18871309120&queryId=3ef82ea8b8f82655
c78da8999493bcf8&_phsrc=hFB71947&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/213294:7895?tid=34634029&pid=18871309120&queryId=3ef82ea8b8f82655c78da8999493bcf8&_phsrc=hFB71947&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/213294:7895?tid=34634029&pid=18871309120&queryId=3ef82ea8b8f82655c78da8999493bcf8&_phsrc=hFB71947&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/213294:7895?tid=34634029&pid=18871309120&queryId=3ef82ea8b8f82655c78da8999493bcf8&_phsrc=hFB71947&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-

2LBN?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8M-
DPFV 
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Dayton OH - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/88472:1200 

 
 

 
Obituary of Hugh Edwin Zeller – “Napa (CA) Valley Register” Wednesday 10 Jul 1968 p 15 

 
Life: 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/88472:1200
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“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 9 

 
 



7 
 

  
“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Friday 10 Feb 1918 p 13  
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“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 10 
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"Dayton (OH) Herald" Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 14  
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“Dayton (OH) Herald” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 2  
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“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Saturday 9 Mar 1918 p 1 
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“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Sunday 10 Mar 1918 p 13 – 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/397144530/ 
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“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Tuesday 8 Dec 1918 p 30 – 
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“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Sunday 5 Jan 1919 p 20 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/397504060/  

 

 
“Lima (OH) Gazette & The Lima Republican” Sunday 20 Jul 1919 p 9 
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“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Sunday 30 Jan 1927 p 31 
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[list continues] 

 
“Cincinnati (OH) Enquirer” Sunday 6 Feb 1927 p 95 

 
 
 

 
“Cincinnati (OH) Enquirer” Friday 19 Dec 1930 p 4 

Charged with having forged a Veterans’ Bureau check is William Zeller, alias Hugh Zeller of 
Dayton. [Not sure if it’s William or Hugh accused here – this may account for 1930 census 

entry as a resident of the Dayton county jail] 
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The Tuscania sank on 5 February 1918, not the 4th -  there were 215 casualties, not 126 – 

there were over 2,000 soldiers aboard 
“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Sunday 4 Feb 1934 p 6  
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“Stockton (CA) Evening & Sunday Record” Thursday 18 Jul 1942 p 5 

 
 
 
 
 

Wife: 
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Edna Alice Bernier Zeller (on left) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/34634029/person/18708598606/media/86d0f099-2ca2-4ba5-9ccc-
9b64f8d28f53 

 

 
“Stockton (CA) Evening & Sunday Record” Saturday 12 Jun 1948 p 25 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/34634029/person/18708598606/media/86d0f099-2ca2-4ba5-9ccc-9b64f8d28f53
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/34634029/person/18708598606/media/86d0f099-2ca2-4ba5-9ccc-9b64f8d28f53
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/34634029/person/18708598606/media/86d0f099-2ca2-4ba5-9ccc-9b64f8d28f53
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Action by wife in court – “Lodi (CA) News-Sentinel” Saturday 14 Aug 1948 p 8 

 

 

 
“Stockton (CA) Evening & Sunday Record” Thursday 18 Nov 1948 p 34 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/34634029/person/18708598606/facts 

 

 
Marriage of Edna Bernier Zeller to Jacob David (Jake) Reiswig on 14 Nov 1949 – “Lodi (CA) 

News-Sentinel” Thursday 17 Nov 1949 p 2 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/article/93223564/marriage-of-zeller-jake/?xid=637 

 
Adopted (?) daughter: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/34634029/person/18708598606/facts
https://www.newspapers.com/article/93223564/marriage-of-zeller-jake/?xid=637
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Family tree of Edna Alice Bernier Zeller Reiswig – unnamed child – no details - 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/34634029/person/18708598606/facts?_phsrc=hFB71990&_phstart=succ
essSource 

 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3188219:5247?tid=&pid=&queryId=2c280485c7825606d621ffc8227d3dbc&
_phsrc=hFB71986&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/637524495:1265 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3188219:5247?tid=&pid=&queryId=2c280485c7825606d621ffc8227d3dbc&_phsrc=hFB71986&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3188219:5247?tid=&pid=&queryId=2c280485c7825606d621ffc8227d3dbc&_phsrc=hFB71986&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3188219:5247?tid=&pid=&queryId=2c280485c7825606d621ffc8227d3dbc&_phsrc=hFB71986&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/637524495:1265
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/190592481:1732 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/528482:60954 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2899512:1141?tid=&pid=&queryId=fa506730f976e7e80f8188af74248cb7&_
phsrc=hFB71997&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/190592481:1732
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/528482:60954
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/6493661:1144?tid=&pid=&queryId=991481a09b6063932e487b78d8825499
&_phsrc=hFB71992&_phstart=successSource 

 
Father: 
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Obituary of Edwin L. Zeller - “Dayton Journal Herald” Saturday 3 Oct 1942 p 11 

 
Siblings: 

 

 
 

 



31 
 

 
Brother Ralph William Zeller (1896-    ) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7895/images/019606-
19380?pId=213304 

 

 
“Dayton (OH) Herald” Monday 16 Aug 1915 p 14 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7895/images/019606-19380?pId=213304
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7895/images/019606-19380?pId=213304
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“Dayton (OH) Daily News” Wednesday 18 Aug 1915 p 11 
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Marriage to Fontella M. Gross on 9 Aug 1919 Detroit, Wayne MI - 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/52338495/person/270078331185/facts 

 

 
Divorce – “Buffalo (NY) Courier Express” Wednesday 20 Jun 1923 p 14 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52338495/person/270078331185/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52338495/person/270078331185/facts
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MD-M9P2-

N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWWP-ZQT2 
 

 

 
Veteran headstone – brother Frank James Zeller (1903-1934) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406263_03
68-03833?pId=260300 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MD-M9P2-N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWWP-ZQT2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MD-M9P2-N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWWP-ZQT2
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406263_0368-03833?pId=260300
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421406263_0368-03833?pId=260300
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Obituary of Francis James Zeller – “Dayton (OH) Daily News” Wednesday 29 Aug 1934 p 26 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/97961:1200 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/97961:1200
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OH death record of sister Ruth Catherine Zeller Prince (1905-1994) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/52338495/person/270078331188/facts 

 

 
 

Ruth Catherine Zeller Prince - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/192947965/person/152512201984/media/11c9b442-a339-49e8-af97-

26a8643193c2 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52338495/person/270078331188/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52338495/person/270078331188/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/192947965/person/152512201984/media/11c9b442-a339-49e8-af97-26a8643193c2
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/192947965/person/152512201984/media/11c9b442-a339-49e8-af97-26a8643193c2
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/192947965/person/152512201984/media/11c9b442-a339-49e8-af97-26a8643193c2
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OH death record of sister Martha Elizabeth Zeller Morter Bettker (1908-1998) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2427477:5763 
 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2427477:5763
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900473403:6500 
 

 
Obituary of brother Robert L. Zeller (1911-1965) – “Dayton (OH Journal Herald” Monday 15 

Nov 1965 p 26 
 

 
“Dayton (OH) Journal Herald” Friday 10 Dec 1965 p 45 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900473403:6500
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Marriage license – “Richmond (IN) Palladium-Item” Sunday 18 Jan 1948 p 3 

 

 
“Greenville (OH) Daily Advocate” Friday 24 Jun 1932 p 3 
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Obituary of Anabel Bitner Zeller Bailey – “Dayton (OH) Daily News” Wednesday 30 Nov 

2005 p 13 
 
 
 



42 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/192947965/person/152512201548/facts 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/192947965/person/152512201548/facts 
 
 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/192947965/person/152512201548/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/192947965/person/152512201548/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/192947965/person/152512201548/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/192947965/person/152512201548/facts
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Brother Woodrow Zeller (1916-1920) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/4905528:5763?tid=192947965&pid=152512201489&queryId=2425681d056d
b4fc51ff91685134e321&_phsrc=hFB71975&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
“Dayton (OH) Herald” Monday 28 Jul 1913 p 13   

 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name:  Hugh Edwin Zeller 
Name variations:  Beller (name variation noted on Veterans Administration Master Index) 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 213th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  250,223 
Entered service from:  Delaware, Delaware OH 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Hugh Zeller 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Katherine Zeller, 728 E. 1st St., Delaware OH 
Returned from war on: "Minnekada" 1918 
Sailed on return ship as: Hugh Zeller 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Catharine Zeller, 728 E. 1st St., Delaware 
OH (pvt, 254th Aero Service Squadron) 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4905528:5763?tid=192947965&pid=152512201489&queryId=2425681d056db4fc51ff91685134e321&_phsrc=hFB71975&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4905528:5763?tid=192947965&pid=152512201489&queryId=2425681d056db4fc51ff91685134e321&_phsrc=hFB71975&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4905528:5763?tid=192947965&pid=152512201489&queryId=2425681d056db4fc51ff91685134e321&_phsrc=hFB71975&_phstart=successSource
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World War I draft registration (1917):  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Hugh Edwin Zeller - b. 14 Dec 1900 Marion OH; 
res: 509-1/2 E. Walnut St., Lodi, San Joaquin CA. NOK wife Edna Zeller, same address, Self-
employed at same address. Height: 5’5 ½” – 170 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  1 Nov 1917   
Discharged:  29 Dec 1918 
Address:  Ward 25, National Military Home, Dayton OH 
Rank/unit:    1107th Aero Squadron SC 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   14 Dec 1900 Marion, Marion OH (CA Death Index) (Veterans Administration Military 
Index: 15 Dec 1900)  
Died: 7 Jul 1968 Yountville, Napa Co. CA   
Find A Grave record: 259206076 (created 3 Sep 2023) 
Burial location:  Portland, Multnomah OR 
Cemetery:  Willamette National 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Edwin LeRoy Zeller, 3 Sep 1868 Defiance, Defiance OH - 2 Oct 1942 Dayton, 
Montgomery OH (St. Elizabeth Hospital). Son of Edwin R. Zeller (1838-1887, F: 83268213) & 
Martha A. Baker (1849-1878). 
Buried in Mount Zion Shoup Cemetery. Beavercreek, Greene OH. 
Find A Grave:  168937964 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/52338495/person/13343672040/facts?_phsrc=hFB71954&_phstart=succ
essSource 
 
Mother: Catherine (Katherine/Kittie/Kitty) McManus Zeller, 1874 Delaware Co. OH - 1944. 
Buried in Mount Zion Shoup Cemetery, Beavercreek, Greene OH. 
Find A Grave:  168938131 
Parents’ marriage:  15 Oct 1895 Defiance Co. OH 
 
Spouse: Edna Alice Bernier Zeller Reiswig, 25 May 1904 Lamartine, Fond du Lac WI – 15 
Dec 1970 Lodi, San Joaquin CA. 
Daughter of George Andrew Bernier (1874 WI – 1941 CA) & Mary Caroline (Marie) Suetmeier 
(1880 Germany – 1953 CA, F: 154953887). Edna is listed as Mrs. Edna Reiswig of Lodi CA in 
her mother’s Apr 1953 obituary. 
Listed as Hugh’s wife in the 1940 census. 
On 14 Nov 1949, at age 49, Edna Bernier Zeller married Jacob David (Jake) Reiswig. He was 
born 12 Nov 1899 Harvey, Wells ND & died 24 Sep 1985 in Lodi, San Joaquin CA, the son of 
David Reiswig & Elizabeth Tebelius. His 1st wife was Marth Celia Schmidt (1902-1974) with 
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whom he had a son, Floyd Ray Reiswig (1925-2004).  Jacob is buried in the same cemetery 
as Edna, F: 15830136 
Buried in Cherokee Memorial Park, Lodi, San Joaquin CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  15830155 
Marriage: 22 Jan 1937 Eureka, Humboldt CA 
 
Children: 

• A note on Ancestry.com states that Edna [and presumably Hugh] adopted a child on 
11 Aug 1944 [or that was the child’s birthdate] in San Joaquin CA. In the 1950 
census, when Edna Reiswig is living with husband Jacob David Reiswig, whom she 
married 14 Nov 1949, a daughter – Nancy A. Reiswig, age 5 (b. ca. 1945) - is listed as 
their daughter. – Nancy Ann [Zeller] Reiswig was born 11 Aug 1944 in San Joaquin 
Co. CA. She married Felix G. Luna in Carson City NV. Nancie A. Luna divorced Felix 
on 5 Aug 1981 in San Joaquin Co. CA. Ten days later, Nanci/Nancie Luna married 
David D. Lafabregue, son of Rene & Florence Lafabregue, on 15 Aug 1981 in 
Alameda Co. CA. He had earlier obtained a marriage license at age 25 with JoAnn 
Martensm, age 19 (“Oakland [CA] Tribune” Wednesday 29 Mar 1967 p 18).  

 
Siblings:  Hugh was the 2nd child. 

• Ralph William Zeller, 29 Sep 1896 Troy, Delaware Co. OH - ?. Served in WWI. 
Married 9 Aug 1919 in Detroit, Wayne MI to Fontella M. Gross. They divorced in Jun 
1920 in Buffalo NY. Resident of Kalamazoo MI in Aug 1934 & Jul 1968. 

• Frank [Francis] James Zeller, 13 Nov 1903 Marion township, Allen Co. OH – 29 Aug 
1934 Lima, Allen OH. In 1930, Frank was in the National Military Home, Jefferson, 
Montgomery OH. He was age 27, b. OH, single. Buried in Mount Zion Shoup 
Cemetery, Beavercreek, Greene OH. F: 168706955 

• Ruth Catherine (Katherine) Zeller Prince, 14 May 1905 Columbus, Franklin OH – 28 
Oct 1994 Sunbury, Delaware Co. OH. Listed as Ruth Katherine in the 1910 census. 
Resident of Dayton OH in Jul 1968 when her father died. Wife of George Julius Prince 
(1896-1996, F: 135907036). Buried in Dayton Memorial Park Cemetery, Dayton, 
Montgomery Co. OH. F: 135907108 

• Martha Elizabeth Zeller Morter Bettker, 5 Jan 1908 Clinton, Franklin OH – 15 Dec 
1998 Delaware Co. OH. Resident of Dayton OH in Jul 1968. – Married in 1927 in OH 
to Herman Richard Morter (1905-1988, F: 127023387), son of Joseph D. Morter & 
Clara Eliza Weidner. – Married in Sep 1946 in New Orleans, Orleans Parish LA to 
Thomas T. Bettker (1904-1978, F: 39592245). Buried in Davids Cemetery, Kettering, 
Montgomery OH. F: 39592244 

• Robert L. Zeller, 17 Jan 1911 Dayton, Montgomery OH – 13 Nov 1985. Married 17 Jan 
1948 in IN to Orpha Anabel Fourman Bitner (18 Jan 1913 OH – 26 Nov 2005, F: 
29054510). She was the daughter of William Mathias Fourman (1878-1941, F: 
44960274) & Orpha May Baker (1882-1958, F: 44960300). Her 1st husband was 
Russel Bitner. Anabel married Charles Albert Bailey (1912-1988, F: 29051647) & 
died 26 Nov 2005. – In the 1950 census for New Lebanon, Montgomery OH, Robert 
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L. Zeller (39 OH) lived with wife Anabel (37 OH) & 4 Bitner stepchildren, ages 9 to 16. 
She is buried in Davis Cemetery. 

• Jacob Zeller, 20 Mar 1912 OH – 28 Jul 1913 Beavercreek, Greene OH. Buried in Aley 
Cemetery, Beavercreek, Green OH but not on Find A Grave as of 3 Sep 2023. 

• Woodrow Zeller, 27 Mar 1916 Dayton, Montgomery OH – 9 Feb 1920 Dayton, 
Montgomery OH. Died at age 3 of a congenital heart valve problem. Buried in Mount 
Zion Shoup Cemetery, Beavercreek, Greene OH. F: 168937605   

Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
National Home, Dayton OH admissions 
Enlisted 1 Nov 1917 Fort Thomas KY, pvt in 1107th Aero Squadron, discharged 29 Dec 1918 
Camp Sherman OH 
Mitral insufficiency, defective vision, deafness 
b. OH, age 26, painter, resident Dayton OH, single, mother Catherine Zeller, RFD 1, 
Kalamazoo MI – 21 January 1927 to 19 April 1927 
 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 548-18-2541 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Troy, Delaware OH - conducted 22 Jun 1900 - Hugh born Dec 1900 
Edwin Zeller, 32 OH, Sep 1868, parents b. OH, married 4 years, farmer 
Kittie, 26 OH, Feb 1874, parents b. OH, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
Ralph W., 4 OH, Sep 1896 
 
1910 Darby, Pickaway OH -indexed as JELLER 
Edwin L. Zeller, 40 OH, parents b. OH, married 14 years, laborer, general farm  
Katherine, 36 OH, parents b. OH, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Ralph, 13 OH 
Hugh, 9 OH 
Francis, 7 OH 
Ruth Katherine, 5 OH 
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Martha, 2 OH 
 
1920 cannot locate him 
 
1920 Mad River, Montgomery OH – parents & some siblings – conducted 13 Jan 1920 
Edward L. Zeller, 51 OH, parents b. OH, laborer, farm 
Catherine, 44 OH, parents b. OH 
Ruth, 14 OH 
Martha, 12 OH 
Robert, 8 OH 
Woodrow, 3 OH 
 
 
1930 Dayton, Montgomery OH – County Jail – is this him? – line 54 
Hugh ZELLAR, 28 OH, 1st marriage at age 26, parents b. PA, inmate, WWI veteran 
 
1940 Lodi, San Joaquin CA 
Hugh E. Zeller, 40 OH, sign painter, own business – in 1935 lived in Dayton OH 
Edna B., 33 WI, head nurse, hospital – in 1935 lived in Eureka CA 
 
1950 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 62 Turk St., Glynn Hotel – line 4 
Hugh W. Zeller, 49 OH, divorced, odd jobs 
 
1950 Lodi, San Joaquin CA – 528 Alicante – ex-wife & adopted daughter 
Jacob Reiswig, 50 ND, truck driver, wholesale grocery 
Edna Reiswig, 45 WI, registered nurse, hospital [wife] 
Nancy A. Reiswig, 5 CA [daughter] 
Mary C. Bernier, 69 Germany, widow [mother-in-law 
 
 


