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TUSCANIA 
 

Zehnder, Joseph Martin 
1892 WA – 1973 WA 

 

 
Joseph Martin Zehnder, 2nd from left - Tuscania survivors on 5 Mar 1918 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-
1210008987/media/2b913c06-6566-4ce0-96ea-

5e9999586e94?_phsrc=hFB71864&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008987/media/2b913c06-6566-4ce0-96ea-5e9999586e94?_phsrc=hFB71864&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008987/media/2b913c06-6566-4ce0-96ea-5e9999586e94?_phsrc=hFB71864&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008987/media/2b913c06-6566-4ce0-96ea-5e9999586e94?_phsrc=hFB71864&_phstart=successSource
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With the Army in France, 1918, at a lumber camp – Joseph Martin Zehnder is kneeling, 1st 

man on the left -  https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008987/media/ae522b4f-30b1-43ae-

832f-a4115e1931e1?_phsrc=hFB71869&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Brothers Louis Alexander Zehner (left) & Joseph Martin Zehnder (right) – in their “Sunday 

best” – ca. 1897 Tacoma, Pierce WA - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008987/media/67296663-4e63-4f8e-969f-02f2063bad59?_phsrc=hFB71866&_phstart=successSource
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viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008987/media/67296663-4e63-4f8e-
969f-02f2063bad59?_phsrc=hFB71866&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
The Zehner family, his parents’ 25th wedding anniversary, 18 Feb 1915 in Sumner, Pierce 
WA – from left: brother Louis Alexander Zehnder, Joseph Martin Zehnder, (seated) father 

Blasius Zehnder, mother Eliza Lienert Zehnder - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008987/media/c184ea5b-3734-417c-

b98c-0de0667fa405?_phsrc=hFB71870&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008987/media/67296663-4e63-4f8e-969f-02f2063bad59?_phsrc=hFB71866&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008987/media/67296663-4e63-4f8e-969f-02f2063bad59?_phsrc=hFB71866&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008987/media/c184ea5b-3734-417c-b98c-0de0667fa405?_phsrc=hFB71870&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008987/media/c184ea5b-3734-417c-b98c-0de0667fa405?_phsrc=hFB71870&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008987/media/c184ea5b-3734-417c-b98c-0de0667fa405?_phsrc=hFB71870&_phstart=successSource
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Joseph Martin Zehnder, home from war, at the Zehnder dairy in Sumner, Pierce WA with his 
dog - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-

1210008987/media/f673a08c-af67-4100-be0d-
b05c44580ef7?_phsrc=hFB71873&_phstart=successSource 
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Joseph Martin Zehnder –loved the outdoors with a passion for hiking & fishing - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-
1210008987/media/d4172cdf-f694-4a3e-8042-

a4e5964cac90?_phsrc=hFB71871&_phstart=successSource 
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Joseph Martin Zehnder – 1959 – Sumner, Pierce WA - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008987/media/6b456744-9aec-443c-

8db9-b75622271bbf?_phsrc=hFB71867&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008987/media/6b456744-9aec-443c-8db9-b75622271bbf?_phsrc=hFB71867&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008987/media/6b456744-9aec-443c-8db9-b75622271bbf?_phsrc=hFB71867&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008987/media/6b456744-9aec-443c-8db9-b75622271bbf?_phsrc=hFB71867&_phstart=successSource
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May be the wrong Joseph Zehnder - United Dairymen’s Association – according to the 

caption, J.M. Zehnder is 17th from left in the list of 29 men – so apparently the man whose 
photo is extracted (above) – “Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Sunday 3 Feb 1924 p 17 
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The Zehnder homestead & dairy at the corner of Friar Avenue & Zehnder Street in Sumner, 

Pierce WA - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008987/media/e8451b74-26f3-41b7-

a3d9-eddbe222a3fe?_phsrc=hFB71872&_phstart=successSource 
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WA, WWI service record – 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62272/images/80869923_00047510-
00492?pId=281368 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62272/images/80869923_00047510-00492?pId=281368
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62272/images/80869923_00047510-00492?pId=281368
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-14ZF-
K?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7PP-VKN2 

 

 
Obituary of Joseph Martin Zehnder – “Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” Tuesday 3 Jul 1973 p 16 
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“Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” Monday 2 Jul 1973 p 28 

 
 

Life: 
 

 
“Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” Thursday 12 Jul 1917 p 9 

 



12 
 

 
“Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Friday 21 Sep 1917 p 6 
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“Tacoma (WA) Times” Thursday 10 Jan 1918 p 2 
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Saved - “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 
“Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Friday 4 Nov 1932 p 5 
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Grange gatekeeper – “Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” Thursday 25 Mar 1937 p 14 

 
 

Wife Susan Ione Hutton 
 
 

 
“Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Monday 9 May 1921 p 9 
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“Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Tuesday 4 Jul 1922 p 10 

 
 

 
“Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Thursday 13 Jul 1922 p 10 

 

 
“Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Sunday 24 Sep 1922 p 12 

 

 
“Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” Tuesday 24 Jul 1923 p 7 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60226/images/004220034_00340?pI
d=774022 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60226/images/004220034_00340?pId=774022
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60226/images/004220034_00340?pId=774022
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2687309:60229?tid=180618932&pid=282365776764&queryId=906b12f3c3d
d747fad15c5c96cba9618&_phsrc=hFB71894&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Obituary – “Tacoma (WA) Daily Ledger” Friday 15 Feb 1924 p 2 

 
 

Wife Grace Myrtle Howe 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2687309:60229?tid=180618932&pid=282365776764&queryId=906b12f3c3dd747fad15c5c96cba9618&_phsrc=hFB71894&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2687309:60229?tid=180618932&pid=282365776764&queryId=906b12f3c3dd747fad15c5c96cba9618&_phsrc=hFB71894&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2687309:60229?tid=180618932&pid=282365776764&queryId=906b12f3c3dd747fad15c5c96cba9618&_phsrc=hFB71894&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/180618932/person/282365776584/media/f0058846-2e0a-4272-9482-
bb8c5dff931a 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/83675825_480c9758-
9276-4af2-889b-d5c93dc8848c?pId=68712 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/83675825_480c9758-9276-4af2-889b-d5c93dc8848c?pId=68712
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/83675825_480c9758-9276-4af2-889b-d5c93dc8848c?pId=68712
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Obituary of Grace Howe Zehnder – “Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” Friday 22 Sep 1972 p 43 

 
Daughter: by Susan Ione Hutton 
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Marriage of Mary Elizabeth Zehnder to Lewis Henry Ryan – “Tacoma (WA) Times” Thursday 

14 Nov 1940 p 10 
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Obituary of Mary Elizabeth Zehnder Ryan – “Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” Sunday 8 Aug 

2010 p B5 
 

Children: by Grace Howe 
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Daughter Beverly Estelle Zehnder Burke (1925-1946) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/6884840/person/-1210006349/media/6d2e2d5c-638c-418e-9394-
4897a4fe8b20 

 

 
Beverly Estelle Zehnder & Lloyd Francis Burke on their wedding day 17 Jun 1946 -0 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-
1210006349/media/ccb63a70-498f-4f41-8f07-

3f5375c1b18a?_phsrc=hFB71911&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6884840/person/-1210006349/media/6d2e2d5c-638c-418e-9394-4897a4fe8b20
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6884840/person/-1210006349/media/6d2e2d5c-638c-418e-9394-4897a4fe8b20
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6884840/person/-1210006349/media/6d2e2d5c-638c-418e-9394-4897a4fe8b20
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From left: Joseph Leinert Zehnder, groom Lloyd Francis Burke Jr., bride Beverly Estelle 

Zehnder, maid of honor Mary Elizabeth Zender [half-sister of Joseph L. & Beverly] –  
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-

1209903310/media/e9daa9fd-734b-4bc0-a33b-
3df1edfba64c?_phsrc=hFB71899&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Marriage license – Beverly Estelle Zehnder & Lloyd Francis Burke - “Tacoma (WA) News 

Tribune” Thursday 13 Jun 1946 p 4 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1209903310/media/e9daa9fd-734b-4bc0-a33b-3df1edfba64c?_phsrc=hFB71899&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1209903310/media/e9daa9fd-734b-4bc0-a33b-3df1edfba64c?_phsrc=hFB71899&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1209903310/media/e9daa9fd-734b-4bc0-a33b-3df1edfba64c?_phsrc=hFB71899&_phstart=successSource
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WA death record of Beverly Estelle Zehnder Burke - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DZBW-3WB?i=1123 
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Son Joseph Leinert Zehnder (1928-2007) on 20 Jun 1946 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/180618932/person/282366055559/media/033ccdde-5369-4f75-bdab-

93ed6158f4f2 
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WWII draft registration of son Joseph Leinert Zehnder (1928- 2007) 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/13612572/person/-
39997239/facts?_phsrc=hFB71875&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/13612572/person/-39997239/facts?_phsrc=hFB71875&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/13612572/person/-39997239/facts?_phsrc=hFB71875&_phstart=successSource
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Daughter Laura Irene Zehnder Bruso (1931-2016) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/13612572/person/13902637849/facts 
 

   
Laura Irene Zehnder – left: Sumner (WA) High School yearbook, 1947 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/43134_b190359-
00035?pId=331159794 and right: https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008989/media/270c04e8-1f26-4303-
93e7-2d1fb086251d?_phsrc=hFB71903&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/13612572/person/13902637849/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/13612572/person/13902637849/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/43134_b190359-00035?pId=331159794
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/43134_b190359-00035?pId=331159794
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008989/media/270c04e8-1f26-4303-93e7-2d1fb086251d?_phsrc=hFB71903&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008989/media/270c04e8-1f26-4303-93e7-2d1fb086251d?_phsrc=hFB71903&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008989/media/270c04e8-1f26-4303-93e7-2d1fb086251d?_phsrc=hFB71903&_phstart=successSource
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Left: Pvt. Laura Irene Zehnder - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008989/media/58e334cb-843d-41d7-
a6a6-1aa68df5b3b5?_phsrc=hFB71905&_phstart=successSource and right: Laura with 

husband Bernard - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008989/media/7494730f-9fd1-48d4-

9cf0-7aed1c010e94?_phsrc=hFB71906&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008989/media/58e334cb-843d-41d7-a6a6-1aa68df5b3b5?_phsrc=hFB71905&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008989/media/58e334cb-843d-41d7-a6a6-1aa68df5b3b5?_phsrc=hFB71905&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008989/media/58e334cb-843d-41d7-a6a6-1aa68df5b3b5?_phsrc=hFB71905&_phstart=successSource
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Irene’s husband Bernard J. Bruso, in Egypt, Jul 2000 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210008989/media/1f4153c0-6d44-499f-

ae2d-93f6a54907ac?_phsrc=hFB71904&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

   
Son David Martin Zehnder (1935-2018) – left: Find A Grave 192777349 and right: 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6884840/person/-
1210006342/media/017cc88a-492c-4bdf-b337-78b29b1d741e 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6884840/person/-1210006342/media/017cc88a-492c-4bdf-b337-78b29b1d741e
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/6884840/person/-1210006342/media/017cc88a-492c-4bdf-b337-78b29b1d741e
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Obituary of David Martin Zehnder – “Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” Thursday 6 Sep 2018 p 
B6 

 

   
Daughter Rita Zehnder – left: Sumner (WA) High School yearbook 1955, one of the junior 

class officers - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_10117_1955_0021?
treeid=180618932&personid=282366055559&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB71921&_phs
tart=successSource&pId=772913261 and right: Sumner (WA) High School yearbook 1956 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_10117_1955_0021?treeid=180618932&personid=282366055559&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB71921&_phstart=successSource&pId=772913261
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_10117_1955_0021?treeid=180618932&personid=282366055559&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB71921&_phstart=successSource&pId=772913261
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_10117_1955_0021?treeid=180618932&personid=282366055559&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB71921&_phstart=successSource&pId=772913261
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Rita Kathleen Zehnder, yearbook editor – Sumner (WA) High School 1956 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/471239765:1265?tid=180618932&pid=282366055559&queryId=32b9f42d0e
4dd23f57472e4939a40494&_phsrc=hFB71923&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
“Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” Thursday 15 Aug 1957 p 34 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/471239765:1265?tid=180618932&pid=282366055559&queryId=32b9f42d0e4dd23f57472e4939a40494&_phsrc=hFB71923&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/471239765:1265?tid=180618932&pid=282366055559&queryId=32b9f42d0e4dd23f57472e4939a40494&_phsrc=hFB71923&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/471239765:1265?tid=180618932&pid=282366055559&queryId=32b9f42d0e4dd23f57472e4939a40494&_phsrc=hFB71923&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of Rita’s husband Johnny Marshall Littlefield – “Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” 

Sunday 3 Mar 2013 pB4 
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Left: Obituary of son Warren Mark Zehnder (1941-1974) – “Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” 

Thursday 23 May 1974 p 14 and right: photo - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210006347/media/81a9eebc-0462-43a1-

9945-8817a979c7c5?_phsrc=hFB71917&_phstart=successSource 
 

Father: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210006347/media/81a9eebc-0462-43a1-9945-8817a979c7c5?_phsrc=hFB71917&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210006347/media/81a9eebc-0462-43a1-9945-8817a979c7c5?_phsrc=hFB71917&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/6884840/person/-1210006347/media/81a9eebc-0462-43a1-9945-8817a979c7c5?_phsrc=hFB71917&_phstart=successSource
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Joseph’s father Blasius is seated at far left, front - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/13612572/person/13534730578/media/c6e1d33f-4305-4340-b1a2-
de69bf96785f 

 
Sibling: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/13612572/person/13534730578/media/c6e1d33f-4305-4340-b1a2-de69bf96785f
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/13612572/person/13534730578/media/c6e1d33f-4305-4340-b1a2-de69bf96785f
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/13612572/person/13534730578/media/c6e1d33f-4305-4340-b1a2-de69bf96785f
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/12600333:5180?ssrc=pt&tid=13612572&pid=13534730593 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/344372:2118 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12600333:5180?ssrc=pt&tid=13612572&pid=13534730593
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12600333:5180?ssrc=pt&tid=13612572&pid=13534730593
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/344372:2118
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/281507:62272 

 

 
Marriage license -  

“San Francisco Examiner” Tuesday 28 Aug 1923 p 4 
 

 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Joseph Martin Zehnder 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  250,442  
Entered service from: Sumner, Pierce WA  
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Joseph M. Zehnder 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/281507:62272


41 
 

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. B. Zehnder, Sumner WA 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Joseph M. Zehnder 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Eliza Zehnder, Sumner WA (cpl, 16th Co., 
20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Joseph Martin Zehnder - b. 17 Oct 1892 Tacoma 
WA; res: Sumner, Pierce WA. In response to question “Married or single?” – answer was 
“no.” Laborer, Hewett Lea Funck Co., Sumner WA. Tall in height, medium build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Sumner WA  
World War II draft registration (1942):   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  13 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  12 Jun 1919 
Address:  Sumner WA 
Rank/unit:    corporal, 16th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  17 Oct 1892 Tacoma, Pierce WA  
Died: 1 Jul 1973 Puyallup, Pierce WA  
Find A Grave record: 19523669 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower  
Burial location:  Sumner, Pierce A 
Cemetery:  Sumner 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Blasius (Blazy) Zehnder, 23 Aug 1864 Einsieledeln, Schwyz, Switzerland – 28 Sep 
1934 Sumner, Pierce WA. Son of Joseph Martin Zehnder & Josephine Meinrada Petrig. 
Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Tacoma, Pierce WA.  
Find A Grave:  93312755 
 
Mother: Eliza Lienert [Leinert?] Zehnder, 13 Nov 1869 Schwyz, Switzerland – 8 Mar 1958 
Puyallup, Pierce WA. Daughter of Joseph Martin Lienert & Adelheid Elizabeth Kalin. Arrived 
from Antwerp, Belgium aboard “Noordland” – arriving in NYC on 21 Jan 1886. She raises 
her granddaughter Mary Elizabeth Zehnder. Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Tacoma, Pierce 
WA. 
Find A Grave:  93312700 
Parents’ marriage:  18 Feb 1890 Tacoma, Pierce WA. 
 
Spouse: Susan Ione Hutton Zehnder, 25 Dec 1896 MO - 14 Feb 1924 Tacoma, Pierce WA. 
Daughter of Russell Hutton & Molly Clark. In the 1900 census for Enumclaw, King WA, 
Susan J. Hutton (3 M)) lives with parents Russel Hutton (32 MO) & Mary L. (30 MO) & brother 
Almond (5 MO). Buried in Sumner Cemetery, Sumner, Pierce WA.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  138921141 
Marriage: 22 Jun 1921 Pierce Co. WA 
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Spouse:  Grace Myrtle Howe Zehnder, 27 Jan 1905 Vaughn, Pierce WA – 20 Sep 1972 
Puyallup, Pierce WA. Daughter of Alvah Warren Howe & Estella Lucretia Field. Buried in 
Sumner Cemetery, Sumner, Pierce WA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  19523678 
Marriage: 6 Feb 1925 King Co. WA 
 
Children: by Susan Hutton 

• Mary Elizabeth Zehnder Ryan, 15 Jun 1922 Tacoma, Pierce WA – 4 Aug 2010 Sumner, 
Pierce WA. Raised by her paternal grandmother, Eliza Lienert Zehnder. – In the 1930 
census for Sumner, Pierce WA, Mary Elizabeth Zehnder (7 WA) lived with paternal 
grandparents Blasé Zehnder (58 Switzerland) & Eliza (60 Switzerlnad0> Married in 
Sumner, Pierce WA on 9 Nov 1940 to Lewis Henry Ryan (1920-1999, F: 20333370), 
son of Warren Wood Ryan & Muriel C. Coryell, at the Sumner Presbyterian Church. 
Buried in Sumner Cemetery, Sumner, Pierce WA. F: 102900922 

 
Children: by Grace Howe 

• Beverly Estelle Zehnder Burke, 30 Oct 1925 Tacoma, Pierce WA – 21 Jul 1946 
Tacoma, Pierce WA. Married Lloyd Francis Burke Jr. (9 Jul 1926 Boise, Ada ID – 6 Jun 
1999 Port Angeles, Clallam WA) on 17 Jun 1926 in Tacoma, Pierce WA. Lloyd was 
the son of Lloyd F. Burke & Vallie Cole. Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Tacoma, Pierce 
WA. F: 78804464 

• Joseph Leinert Zehnder, 4 May 1928 Tacoma, Pierce WA – 26 Nov 2007 King Co. WA. 
Joseph’s son has Leinert for his middle name, but Joseph’s mother’s maiden name 
is listed as Lienert. He married Alice Shuler. In the 1939 San Francisco CA city 
directory, Louis A. & Alice Zehnder live at 915 Pierce. In the 1941 San Francisco CA 
city directory, they live at 550 – 14th. Alice Zehnder filed for divorce from Joseph L. 
Zehnder on 18 May 1970 in Skagit Co. WA.  – On 16 May 1949 in Kitsap Co. WA he 
married Shirley June Swezey (1928-2017).  

• Laura Irene Zehnder Bruso, 10 Apr 1931 Fife, Pierce WA – 30 Sep 2016 Mesa, 
Maricopa AZ. Married on 30 Sep 1950 in Pittsburg Co. CA to Bernard Joseph Bruso (8 
Jul 1928 NY – 12 Apr 2019 AZ), the son of Raymond Amaca & Maude M. Bruso.   

• David Martin Zehnder, 30 Mar 1935 Fife, Pierce WA – 18 Aug 2018 Puyallup, Pierce 
WA. Served in the US Army, then attended the U of WA for 2 years before joining 
Emery Air Freight. He met his future wife Ruth in the Emery lunchroom. She 
preceded him in death. They married 1 Jun 1962 in Seattle, King WA. Ruth Evelyn 
Wiebe (23 Jan 1922 WA – 17 Jun 2000 WA) was the daughter of George Wiebe. She 
lived in 1930 with her mother Rosa Boschee Wiebe Hamburg & stepfather Henry 
Hamburg. Social Security records show Ruth’s surname changed from Wiebe in Jun 
1938 to Smith in Aug 1944, to Becker in Jan 1949 & to Zehnder in Jan 1964. – David is 
buried in Sumner Cemetery, Sumner, Pierce WA. F: 192777349 

• Rita Kathleen Zehnder Littlefield, ca. 1939 WA -   Married 5 Oct 1957 in Puyallup, 
Pierce WA to Johnny Marshall Littlefield (3 May 1936 MS – 23 Feb 2013 WA).  
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• Warren Mark Zehnder, 3 Apr 1941 Tacoma, Pierce WA – 21 May 1974 Auburn, King 
WA. Buried in Sumner Cemetery, Sumner, Pierce WA. F: 19523688 

 
Siblings:  

• Louis Alexander Zehnder, 17 Dec 1890 Tacoma, Pierce WA - 25 Jul 1973 San 
Francisco, San Francisco CA. Married Alice Shuler. In 1930 census for San 
Francisco, San Francisco CA, Louis A. Zehnder (38 WA, parents b. Switzerland), 
employed in bookkeeping for a chemist & assayer, 1st married at age 23, lived with 
wife Alice (33 CA, parents b. Switzerland, a forelady in knitting mills). – In 1940 , 
Louis Zehnder (48 WA), no occupation listed, lived at 915 Pierce St. with “Ella” (age 
46 CA), a bookkeeper at a wholesale drug company. [Perhaps the occupation was 
written on her line in error, instead of on his.] Since the 1939 and 1941 San 
Francisco CA city directories list Louis A. & Alice living at 915 Pierce, it is presumed 
that “Ella” in 1940 is actually “Alice.” - Buried in St. Mary’s Catholic Cemetery & 
Mausoleum, Sacramento, Sacramento CA. F: 192461742 

 
Notes:  
 
Laura: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/13612572/person/13902637849/facts 
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 536-20-1119 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Sumner, Pierce WA 
Alexander Zehnder, 41 Switzerland, Jan 1869, parents b. Switzerland, single, emigrated 
1886, in US for 14 years, naturalized, farmer 
Lewis Zehnder, 9 WA, Dec 1890, parents b. Switzerland, at school [nephew] 
Joseph, 7 WA, Oct 1892, parents b. Switzerland, at school [nephew] 
& 1 female housekeeper/servant & 3 male farm laborers 
 
1910 Tacoma, Pierce WA – E. 27th St. 
Blage Zehnder, 45 Switzerland, parents b. Switzerland (German), in 1st marriage, married 
20 years, emigrated 1883, naturalized, dairy man, runs dairy 
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Elizabeth, 40 Switzerland, parents b. Switzerland, in 1st marriage, emigrated 1885gave birth 
to 2 children, 2 are living 
Louis, 19 WA, brewer, brewery 
Joseph M., 17 WA, laborer, feedstore 
 
1920 Tenino, Thurston WA 
Joseph Zehnder, 28 WA, single, parents b. Switzerland, laborer, saw mill 
Roomer with Sherman & Mattie James 
 
1930 Tacoma, Pierce WA – 2713 S. 52nd – conducted 5 Apr 1930 – daughter Mary Elizabeth 
(age 7) does not live with her father 
Joseph Zehnder, 37 WA, parents b. Switzerland, age 28 at 1st marriage, tallyman, lumber 
mill, WWI veteran 
Grace, 25 WA, parents b. PA, age 20 at 1st marriage 
Beverly, 4 years 5 months WA 
Joseph, 1 year 11 months WA 
 
1940 Gardenville, Pierce WA – same house in 1935 
Josheph [sic] JENDER, 48 WA 
Grace, 35 WA,, grain inspector, state [was this written on Grace’s line in error, intended for 
Joseph, who has no occupation listed?] 
Beverly, 14 WA 
Joseph, 11 WA 
Laura, 9 WA 
David, 5 WA 
Rita, 1 WA 
 
1950 cannot locate 
 
 
 
 


