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TUSCANIA 
 

WWI casualty 
Zybach, Arthur Rudolph 

1889 KS – 1918 France 
 
 

 
Arthur Rudolph Zybach - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/164808700/person/342159738986/media/a43636df-a7dd-
4881-befe-1f0bbf3783cb?_phsrc=cPx183&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/164808700/person/342159738986/media/a43636df-a7dd-4881-befe-1f0bbf3783cb?_phsrc=cPx183&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/164808700/person/342159738986/media/a43636df-a7dd-4881-befe-1f0bbf3783cb?_phsrc=cPx183&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/164808700/person/342159738986/media/a43636df-a7dd-4881-befe-1f0bbf3783cb?_phsrc=cPx183&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/164808700/person/342159738986/media/4c58b35c-cc53-
452e-a40f-adc4b43915cd?_phsrc=cPx184&_phstart=successSource 
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Arthur Rudolph Zybach – was born August 1889, about age 6 when this photo was taken – since his 

sister Emma is in the photo, possibly he was one of the small boys pictured – “Marysville (KS) 
Advocate” 29 Dec 1983 p 9- 

– photos – the home of Mark & Helen Vering, RR1, Marysville. In 1883 Mr. & Mrs. Zybach 
bought the farm from Mr. Wheezy for $3 an acre. The family moved to the house in 1891. In 
1903 they remodeled, adding an upstairs above the living room, and adding a bay window 

with stained glass to the living room. Photo may show Arthur as a young boy. 
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“Marysville (KS) Advocate” 25 Aug 1977 p 11 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/8597:8853?ssrc=pt&tid=105893246&pid=180050902463 
 
 

 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/66604:61470?tid=105893246&pid=180050902463&queryId=574acb1f430db39797ec
0d3f8f54f6ee&_phsrc=cPx224&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8597:8853?ssrc=pt&tid=105893246&pid=180050902463
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8597:8853?ssrc=pt&tid=105893246&pid=180050902463
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MD-

MSQ3?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWL8-8RPZ 
 
 

 
TX, WWI Army record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-

847K?i=478&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JYZ4 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MD-MSQ3?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWL8-8RPZ
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MD-MSQ3?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWL8-8RPZ
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-847K?i=478&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JYZ4
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-847K?i=478&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JYZ4
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92N-

B?mode=g&cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHQ-GXNG 
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https://centennial.legion.org/texas/post56?p=about 
 

 

 
https://centennial.legion.org/texas/post56/gallery/zybach-owens 

 

https://centennial.legion.org/texas/post56/gallery/zybach-owens
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https://www.yellowpages.com/canadian-tx/mip/american-legion-512307114 
 
 
 

Life: 
 
 

 

 
Has numerous reports of good grades over the next years -“Marshall County News” (Marysville KS) 

Friday 28 Oct 1898 p 1 
 

 
“Marshall County News” (Marysville KS) Friday 1 Apr 1904 p 8 

 

https://www.yellowpages.com/canadian-tx/mip/american-legion-512307114
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“Marysville (KS) Advocate” Thursday 20 Oct 1904 p 1 
 

 
“Marysville (KS) Advocate” Thursday 24 Aug 1905 p 6 

 

 
“Marshall County News” (Marysville KS) Friday 17 Aug 1906 p 1 
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“Marshall County News” (Marysville KS) Friday 25 Oct 1907 p 3 

 

 
 

“Marshall County News” (Marysville KS) Friday 22 Feb 1918 p 5 
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“Long Beach (CA) Press-Telegram” Saturday 1 Feb 1919 p 14 
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“Long Beach (CA) Press-Telegram” Wednesday 5 Feb 1919 p 14 
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“Marysville (KS) Advocate” Thursday 13 Feb 1919 p 9 - also in“Marshall County News” 

(Marysville KS) 14 Feb 1919 p 3 
 

 
“Marysville (KS) Advocate” 6 Feb 1919 p 1 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/313751716/ and on Arthur’s Find A Grave 52998285 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/313751716/
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“Washington (DC) Post” Friday 7 Feb 1919 p 4 
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“Marshall County (KS) News” Friday 14 Feb 1919 p 3 
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[list continues] 

“Long Beach (CA) Press-Telegram” Thursday 26 Jun 1919 p 14 
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22 
 

  
"Pampa (TX) Daily News" Friday 20 May 1938 p 18  
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25 
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“Marysville (KS) Advocate” Thursday 29 Sep 1966 p 9 – 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/342047554/ 
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“Marysville (KS) Advocate” Thursday 25 Aug 1977 p 11 
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“Austin (TX) American-Statesman” Wednesday 7 May 2014 p B1 & B6 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/434968641/ 
 
 
 

Father: 
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“Marshall County News” Thursday 11 Jan 1945 p 8  
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“Marysville (KS) Advocate” Thursday 11 Jan 1945 p 7  

 

 
 

Grindelwald, County Bern, Switzerland – home of Fritz Zybach - 
https://www.google.com/search?q=grindelwald+switzerland&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS907US9
07&oq=grindelwald&aqs=chrome.0.35i39i650j46i67i131i433i650j69i57j0i67i650j46i131i43

3i512j0i512l3j0i67i650j0i512.3220j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8 
 

https://www.google.com/search?q=grindelwald+switzerland&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS907US907&oq=grindelwald&aqs=chrome.0.35i39i650j46i67i131i433i650j69i57j0i67i650j46i131i433i512j0i512l3j0i67i650j0i512.3220j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=grindelwald+switzerland&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS907US907&oq=grindelwald&aqs=chrome.0.35i39i650j46i67i131i433i650j69i57j0i67i650j46i131i433i512j0i512l3j0i67i650j0i512.3220j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=grindelwald+switzerland&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS907US907&oq=grindelwald&aqs=chrome.0.35i39i650j46i67i131i433i650j69i57j0i67i650j46i131i433i512j0i512l3j0i67i650j0i512.3220j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Grindelwald,+Switzerland/@46.620342,7.4631513,
9z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x478f9eab18c79217:0xbfaa5c0f42972f65!8m2!3d46.624164!4d8.0

413962!16zL20vMDJ3bHA3?entry=ttu 
 

From his Find A Grave record (contributed by Marilyn Gahm: 
By his first wife, Marie Begert Zybach, whom he married in 1877 in Switzerland, Fritz had 13 
children, 4 of whom died in infancy. The couple immigrated to the U.S. in 1883. Children 
Fred, Marie, John & Rosa were born in Switzerland. 
 
After Marie died 29 March 1914, Fritz (age 62 on his marriage license application) of Zybach 
TX married Mrs. Anna Detwiler (age 57) of Hutchinson KS in Hutchinson, Reno County KS 
on 23 July 1917. The "Hutchinson (KS) News” of 24 July 1917 p. 2 described their marriage 
as a “a romance of childhood days.” Both were born in Switzerland, both later lived in 
Marshall County KS & both had been married. Fritz was a rancher in Texas, with the town 
near his ranch named for him.   
 
Anna's birth surname on her CA death certificate is given as Rungger; the version Ringger 
has also been found. A resident of Long Beach CA, she died on 5 January 1928 in Los 
Angeles County. She was born in 1861 in Switzerland. Anna was buried in Angeles Abbey 
Memorial Park, Compton, Los Angeles County CA. 
 
On 13 October 1928, Fritz married Mrs. Marie Christener.  Her birth surname is recorded as 
Schneider on her husband Carl Christener's Oregon military record. She had been born in 
Switzerland on 30 March 1864 and died 18 October 1945 in Los Angeles County CA. She 
was buried in Helvetia, Oregon, where she had lived before moving to Long Beach 16 years 
before her death. She has two Find A Grave records for the Helvetia Cemetery, one as 
Zybach (190329699) and one as Christener (7750096). Her husband Karl Christener (Find A 
Grave 9750081) lived from 1863 to 1924. 
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Fritz's obituary appears in the "Marshall County News" (Marysville KS) on 11 January 1945 
p. 8. He was born 28 November 1854 in Canton Bern, Switzerland, the son of Rudolph & 
Elisa Zybach. He died at his home in Long Beach CA 29 December 1944 after an illness of a 
few days. He immigrated to the U.S. in 1883 & settled in Marysville KS. In 1909 he moved to 
Wheeler County TX [note: where the town of Zybach is named for him] and in 1918 to Long 
Beach.  
 
He was survived by his wife Marie and 7 children: Fred Zybach (Conway AR), Mrs. Marie 
Knodel (Marysville KS), Mrs. George Griswold (Marysville KS), Mrs. J.M. Nielson (Marysville 
KS), John Zybach (Pampa TX), Mrs. John Gast (DeRuyter NY), Ernest Zybach (Bristol TX) and 
Carl Zybach (Canadian TX). Son Arthur Zybach had died in the battle of the Meuse in World 
War I. His funeral was held 5 January 1945 with interment in the Marysville cemetery. 

  
Mother Marie Begert: 
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Obituary of mother Marie Begert Zybach - “Marshall County News” (Marysville KS) Friday 5 

Jun 1914 p 1 
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Ersigen, Canton Bern, Swizerland – birthplace of Marie Begert - 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ersigen 
 

 Stepmother Anna Rungger Detweiler 
 

 
Death of Anna D. Rungger Zybach – published in “Marysville (KS) Advocate” 19 Jan 1928 – 

Find A Grave 221266471 
 

 
“Hutchinson (KS) News” Monday 23 Jul 1917 p 8 
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“Hutchinson (KS) News” Tuesday 24 Jul 1917 p 2 

 
 

Stepmother (posthumously) Marie Schneider Christener 
 

 
Death of Marie Schneider Christener Zybach - “Marshall County News” (Marysville KS) 

Thursday 1 Nov 1945 p 10  
 



44 
 

 
Marriage of Fred/Fritz Zybach to Marie Schneider Christener 13 Oct 1928 Vancouver, Clark 
WA - https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281817-

00797?pId=905216918 
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Marriage of Carl B. Christener, son of Carl/Karl Christener & Marie Schneider - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1054434287:2378?tid=153856165&pid=212115773949&queryId=30fb58558

df2cf51e0059e5addb63bbe&_phsrc=cPx228&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Siblings: 
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First time together in 62 years & spanning 20 years in age – in front (left to right): Marie 
Zybach Knodel, Rosa Zybach Griswold, Emma Zybach Nielson, Leah Zybach Gast – in 

back: Carl (left) & Ernest (right) - 
“Marysville Advocate” Thursday 10 Apr 1969 p 3 – 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/342053712/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/342053712/
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“Marysville Advocate” Thursday 10 Apr 1969 p 18 
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Obituary of brother Fred G. Zybach (1876-1957) – Find A Grave 72254993 – published in the 

“Marshall County News” (Marysville KS) Thursday 6 Jun 1957 p 5 
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Marriage of Fred Zybach to Caroline Cottrell on 24 Dec 1903 in Marshall Co. KS - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/138778:61371 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/138778:61371
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“Marshall County News” (Marshall KS) Friday 1 Jan 1904 p 1 
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Sister Marie A. Zybach Knodel (1877-1982) – Find A Grave 72252198, published in 

“Marysville (KS) Advocate” Thursday 22 Apr 1982 p 1 
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“Marysville (KS) Advocate” Thursday 27 May 1982 p 20 
 

 
“Marysville (KS) Advocate” Thursday 22 Apr 1982 p 18 
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“Blue Rapids (KS) Motor” Friday 6 Oct 1900 p 4 
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58 
 



59 
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Marie’s 100th birthday – she lives to age 104 – there is no “Swiss” language - “Marysville 
(KS) Advocate” Thursday 15 Sep 1977 p 11 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
TX death record of brother John Begert Zybach (1879-1959) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/22330246:2272?tid=105893246&pid=180050902462&queryId=fd6ee3fda530

0c9fbd5bd1268bdcb27d&_phsrc=cPx191&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22330246:2272?tid=105893246&pid=180050902462&queryId=fd6ee3fda5300c9fbd5bd1268bdcb27d&_phsrc=cPx191&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22330246:2272?tid=105893246&pid=180050902462&queryId=fd6ee3fda5300c9fbd5bd1268bdcb27d&_phsrc=cPx191&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22330246:2272?tid=105893246&pid=180050902462&queryId=fd6ee3fda5300c9fbd5bd1268bdcb27d&_phsrc=cPx191&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of John Begert Zybach – “Pampa (TX) Daily News” Wednesday 7 Oct 1959 p 2 
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Marriage of John Begert Zybach to Catherine Anna Thiessen 4 Jun 1903 Marshall Co. KS - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/138673:61371 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/138673:61371
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Sister Rosa Zybach Griswold (1881-1973) – Find A Grave 50322271 
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Rosa Zybach Griswold - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/85356637/person/44520802940/media/18d7c7e7-0175-
417b-b7b8-cbcaf45e2d3a?_phsrc=cPx194&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
In front: George Griswold & wife Rosa Zybach Griswold – in back: left to right: Esther, 

Wallace, Fred Griswold, ca. 1930 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/15248598/person/235536611/media/ac93a311-f32d-4e2e-

a0c6-eddc95b80233?_phsrc=cPx196&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/85356637/person/44520802940/media/18d7c7e7-0175-417b-b7b8-cbcaf45e2d3a?_phsrc=cPx194&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/85356637/person/44520802940/media/18d7c7e7-0175-417b-b7b8-cbcaf45e2d3a?_phsrc=cPx194&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/85356637/person/44520802940/media/18d7c7e7-0175-417b-b7b8-cbcaf45e2d3a?_phsrc=cPx194&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/15248598/person/235536611/media/ac93a311-f32d-4e2e-a0c6-eddc95b80233?_phsrc=cPx196&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/15248598/person/235536611/media/ac93a311-f32d-4e2e-a0c6-eddc95b80233?_phsrc=cPx196&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/15248598/person/235536611/media/ac93a311-f32d-4e2e-a0c6-eddc95b80233?_phsrc=cPx196&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage of Rosa Zybach to George Griswold on 7 Oct 1903 Marshall Co. KS - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/900138724:61371?tid=105893246&pid=180050902458&queryId=3601ff7ff4

2a93688f79ef3d15ecd52c&_phsrc=cPx197&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900138724:61371?tid=105893246&pid=180050902458&queryId=3601ff7ff42a93688f79ef3d15ecd52c&_phsrc=cPx197&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900138724:61371?tid=105893246&pid=180050902458&queryId=3601ff7ff42a93688f79ef3d15ecd52c&_phsrc=cPx197&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900138724:61371?tid=105893246&pid=180050902458&queryId=3601ff7ff42a93688f79ef3d15ecd52c&_phsrc=cPx197&_phstart=successSource


66 
 

 
“Blue Rapids (KS) Times” Thursday 1 Oct 1903 p 5 
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Sister Leah L. Zybach Gast (1885-1974) – marriage to John Orr Gast on 12 Jun 1907 
Marshall Co. KS - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/900140835:61371?tid=&pid=&queryId=4ba0136be875a993af34570fd2b45fb
2&_phsrc=cPx204&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900140835:61371?tid=&pid=&queryId=4ba0136be875a993af34570fd2b45fb2&_phsrc=cPx204&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900140835:61371?tid=&pid=&queryId=4ba0136be875a993af34570fd2b45fb2&_phsrc=cPx204&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900140835:61371?tid=&pid=&queryId=4ba0136be875a993af34570fd2b45fb2&_phsrc=cPx204&_phstart=successSource
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“Marshall County News” (Marysville KS) Friday 14 Jun 1907 p 1 
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Obituary of John Orr Gast – “Marysville (KS) Advocate” Thursday 7 Oct 1954 p 17 
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Obituary of Leah Zybach Gast – “Marysville (KS) Advocate” Thursday 23 Jan 1975 p 9 
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Sister Emma H. Zybach Nielson (1886-1983) – Find A Grave 72253092 
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“Marshall County News” (Marysville KS) Friday 29 Oct 1909 p 4 
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Brother Ernest Theodore Zybach (1891-1974) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/105893246/person/180050901531/facts 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/105893246/person/180050901531/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/105893246/person/180050901531/facts
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marriage of Ernest Theodore Zybach to Anna Drewzilla Dickey 31 Dec 1924 Clinton, Custer 

OK - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/64190728:61379?tid=105893246&pid=180050901531&queryId=697df5d327

423ec203daf632a7f8ee29&_phsrc=cPx209&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/64190728:61379?tid=105893246&pid=180050901531&queryId=697df5d327423ec203daf632a7f8ee29&_phsrc=cPx209&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/64190728:61379?tid=105893246&pid=180050901531&queryId=697df5d327423ec203daf632a7f8ee29&_phsrc=cPx209&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/64190728:61379?tid=105893246&pid=180050901531&queryId=697df5d327423ec203daf632a7f8ee29&_phsrc=cPx209&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of Ernest Theodore Zybach – “Marysville (KS) Advocate” Thursday 29 Aug 1974 p 7 
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TX death record of brother Carl Waldemore Zybach (1897-1994) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3391895:4876?tid=105893246&pid=180050902452&queryId=83b5eb84fe26
c298505d2c42515619a0&_phsrc=cPx214&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3391895:4876?tid=105893246&pid=180050902452&queryId=83b5eb84fe26c298505d2c42515619a0&_phsrc=cPx214&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3391895:4876?tid=105893246&pid=180050902452&queryId=83b5eb84fe26c298505d2c42515619a0&_phsrc=cPx214&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3391895:4876?tid=105893246&pid=180050902452&queryId=83b5eb84fe26c298505d2c42515619a0&_phsrc=cPx214&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage of Carl Waldemore Zybach to Edna Louise Rathjen on 15 Jun 1921 – “Marysville 

(KS) Advocate” Thursday 30 Jun 1921 p 6 
 

 

 
Marriage to Opal Ricker in Hemphill Co. TX 1 Jun 1971 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/12788624:8795?tid=105893246&pid=180050902452&queryId=8433ba8dbe5

1c1c19853563a3c91235e&_phsrc=cPx212&_phstart=successSource 
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Handbook of Texas - https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/zybach-tx 
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https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=153567 
 

 

 
Location of Zybach, Wheeler Co. TX - https://roadsidethoughts.com/tx/zybach-xx-wheeler-

profile.htm 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name:  Arthur Rudolph Zybach 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals, 2nd Div., 9th Inf. - private 
Serial number:  251,628 
Entered service from:  Zybach, Wheeler TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Arthur R. Zybach 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Fritz Zybach of Zybach TX 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Arthur Rudolph Zybach - b. 14 Aug 1889 Marshall 
KS; res: Zybach TX. Single. Farming for self, Zubach, Wheeler Co. TX. Medium height & 
build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  date not listed 
Born: 14 Aug 1889 
Died: 7 Nov 1918   
Address:  1221 Hellman St., Long Beach CA 
Rank/unit:    private 1st class, Co. L, 9th Infantry 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  14 Aug 1889 Marysville, Marshall KS  
Died: 4 Nov 1918 Lorraine, France (killed in action, Meuse-Argonne, German shell 
detonated beside him) (Veterans Administration Military Index gives death date of 7 Nov 
1918)  
Find A Grave record: 55998285 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower  
Burial location:  Romagne-sous-Montfaucon, Departement de la Meuse, Lorraine, France 
Cemetery:  Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery  
Tombstone: veteran cross: Pvt 1 Cl 9 Inf 2 Div  
 
Father:  Friedrich (Fritz) Zybach, 28 Aug 1854 Grindelwald, Verwaltungskreis Inter-laken 
Oberhasli, Canton Bern, Switzerland - 29 Dec 1944 Long Beach, Los Angeles CA. 
Son of Rudolf Zybach (b. 1825) & Marianne Magdalena Waser/Wasser (b. 1929), both in 
Canton Bern, Switzerland.  
Baptized 2 Dec 1854 Koenig, Bern, Switzerland. 
Emigrated aboard ship “Canada” from Le Havre, France, on 1 Mar 1883. In 1908, he sailed 
back to the US from Switzerland on the USS “St. Paul” to NYC.  
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In 1909 (27 Nov) Fritz & family moved from Marysville, Marshall KS to Wheeler Co. TX, 
where the town of Zybach was named for him. 
Following the death of his first wife, Fritz remarried, to Anna Rungger Detweiler, in 1917. 
In 1918, he moved to Long Beach, Los Angeles CA.  
Following her death, he married Marie Schneider Christener in 1928. 
Buried in Marysville Cemetery, Marysville, Marshall KS. 
Find A Grave:  72254994 
 
Mother: Marie Begert Zybach, 23 Jan 1857 Ersigen, Verwaltungskreis Emmental, Canton 
Bern, Switzerland – 29 Mar 1914 Zybach, Wheeler TX. 
Fritz’s 1st wife & Arthur’s mother.  
Immigrated in 1883, aboard “Canada” in steerage – record indicates male Zybach, age 29 - 
Mrs. Zybach age 27 - 5-year-old male - 2-year-old female - male infant which is not quite 
accurate.  
Find A Grave: 72254996 
Parents’ marriage: 1872 in Switzerland – or marriage license on 2 Dec 1876 (which follows 
the birth of oldest child Friedrich/Fred Zybach) 
 
Stepmother: Anna Rungger Detwiler Zybach, 11 May 1860 Switzerland - 5 Jan 1928 Los 
Angeles Co. CA. Her maiden name is found as Rungger on her death certificate; also listed 
as Ringger.   
Anna’s 1st husband was Gottlieb Detwiler, 19 Jan 1844 Switzerland – 14 Nov 1914 Brigham 
City, Box Elder Co. UT, F: 121883426, who died of pneumonia & is buried in Brigham City 
UT .   
The “Hutchinson (KS) News of 24 Jul 1917 p 2 describes their marriage as “a romance of 
childhood days.” They had both been born in Switzerland, lived in Marshall Co. KS & had 
been married. 
CA death certificate: Anna D. Zybach d. 5 Jan 1928 Los Angeles County CA. Father’s 
surname Rungger. Resident of 1221 Hellman Ave., Long Beach CA. Husband Fred Zybach. 
Died at age 67 years, 7 months, 24 days. Resident of Long Beach 10 years. Buried in 
Angeles Abbey Memorial Park, Compton, Los Angeles County CA. 
Stepmother’s Find A Grave: 221266471 
Stepmother’s marriage: 23 Jul 1917 in Hutchinson, Reno KS. 
 
After Arthur’s death in WWI: 
Stepmother: Marie Schneider Christener Zybach, 30 Mar 1864 Switzerland – 18 Oct 1945 
Los Angeles Co. CA,  
Her maiden name is listed as Schneider on her husband Carl Christener’s Oregon County 
Service Records file & on son Antone’s marriage license.  Her husband was buried as Karl 
Christener (1863 Switzerland – 2 Jul 1924 Washington Co. OR, F: 7750081). He was the son 
of Benjamin Christener & Elizabeth Joss & is buried in Helvetia Cemetery with Marie. 
They had 2 sons: 
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Antone Fredrick (“Andy”) Christener, 14 Oct 1888 KS – 5 Jun 1970 Washington Co. OR. 
Buried with wife Goldie Pearl Black in Skyline Memorial Gardens, Portland, Multnomah OR, 
F: 103641591 
Carl Benedict Christener, 16 Jan 1893 Marysville, Marshall KS – 24 Jun 1959 Hillsboro, 
Washington Co. OR. Buried with wife Anna Begert (1899-1984, F: 103641743) whom he 
married in 1919. Also buried in Skyline Memorial Gardens, Portland, Multnomah OR. F: 
103641591 
Buried in Helvetia Cemetery, Helvetia, Washington Co. OR. 
Stepmother’s Find A Grave: 190329699 & 7750096  
Stepmother’s marriage: 13 Oct 1928.  
 
Spouse: none 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: Arthur was the 7th of the 9 surviving children. 

• 4 who died in infancy 
• Frederick (Friederich/Fred) G. Zybach, 1 Oct 1876 Canton Bern, Switzerland – 28 May 1957 

Marysville, Marshall KS. Husband of Caroline Frances Cottrell (1870-1947) whom he 
married 24 Dec 1903 in Marshall Co. KS.- When he registered for the WWI draft, Frederick 
Zybach lived at 303 Channel St., Taunton, Bristol MA, with wife Caroline, was unemployed 
& had become a US citizen through the naturalization of his father. Buried in Marysville 
Cemetery, Marysville, Marshall KS. F: 72254993 

• Marie A. Zybach Knodel, 8 Sep 1877 Bern, Switzerland – 19 Apr 1982 Marysville, Marshall 
KS. Her obituary says the family came to Hiawatha in 1882, then later that year to Marshall 
Co. KS. She was married 3 Oct 1900 to Charles Edward Knodel (1874-1940, F: 72252194). 
When she died at age 104, Marie was the oldest resident of Marysville KS. Buried in 
Marysville Cemetery, Marysville, Marshall KS. F: 72252198 

• John Begert Zybach, 12 Sep 1879 Bern, Canton Bern, Switzerland – 7 Oct 1959 Pampa, Gray 
TX. Married in 1903 to Katherine Anna (“Kate”) Theissen (1882-1949, F: 140346179). Buried 
in Fairview Cemetery, Pampa, Gray TX. F: 96564909 

• Rosa Zybach Griswold, 24 Jan 1881 Bern, Verwaltungskreis Bern-Mittelland, Bern, 
Switzerland – 16 Dec 1973 Marysville, Marshall KS. Married 7 Oct 1903 in Marshall Co. KS to 
George M. Griswold (1879-1953, F: 50322188). Buried in Marysville Cemetery, Marysville, 
Marshall KS. F: 50322271 

• Leah L. Zybach Gast, 10 May 1885 Marshall Co. KS – 30 Dec 1974 DeRuyter, Madison NY. 
She married John Orr Gast (1876-1954, F: 82137288) on 12 Jun 1907 in the front parlor of 
the Zybach family farm. This was the last time she & 5 of her siblings were together, until 
Apr 1969. John had moved from NY to CO at age 19. After their marriage, Leah & John lived 
in CO, then TX, then moved to NY state in 1918. Buried in Hillcrest Cemetery, DeRuyter, 
Madison NY. F: 82137289 

• Emma H. Zybach Nielson, 3 Aug 1886 Marysville, Marshall KS – 10 Jun 1983 Marysville, 
Marshall KS. Married 27 Oct 1909 to James M. Nielson (1879-1969, F: 72253093). Buried in 
Marysville Cemetery, Marysville, Marshall KS. F: 72253092 
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• Ernest Theodore Zybach, 26 Oct 1891 Marysville, Marshall KS – 13 Aug 1974 Las Cruces, 
Doña Ana NM. Married 31 Dec 1924 in Clinton, Custer OK  to Anna Drewzella Dickey (1899-
1972, F: 32333183). Died at the home of his daughter in Las Cruces NM where he had lived 
for a year & a half before his death; otherwise, a longtime resident of Wheeler Co. TX. Buried 
in Wheeler Cemetery, Wheeler, Wheeler Co. TX. F: 37103495 

• Carl Waldemore Zybach, 24 Jul 1897 Marysville, Marshall KS– 11 May 1994 Clarendon, 
Donley TX. – Married to Edna Louise Rathjen (1900-1970, F: 59018821) on 15 Jun 1921 in KS. 
- Married on 1 Jun 1971 in Hemphill Co. TX to Opal Ricker Young (1901-1989, F: 10427665). 
Opal, the daughter of Nathaniel Wesley Ricker & Maude Hiller, was 1st married to Claude 
William Young (1895-1969). Carl is buried with Edna in Edith Ford Memorial Cemeteries, 
Canadian, Hemphill TX. F: 59018201 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Elm Creek, Marshall KS – name is indexed ZYBACK but can be read as ZYBACH 
Fred Zybach, 46 Switzerland, Nov 1854, parents b. Switzerland, emigrated 1883, in US for 7 
years, married 24 years, farmer 
Mary, 43 Switzerland, Feb 1857, parents b. Switzerland, emigrated 1883, in US for 7 years, 
gave birth to 9 children, 9 are living 
John P., 28 Switzerland, emigrated 1883, in US for 7 years, farm laborer 
Rosy, 19 Switzerland [her emigration information not provided] 
Lee, 15 KS, May 1885, at school [identified as a son, instead of daughter Leah, which leads 
to erroneous Ancestry.com family trees] 
Emma, 13 KS, Aug 1886, at school 
Arthur R., 10 KS, Aug 1889, at school 
Ernest E., 8 KS, Oct 1891 
Carl W., 2 KS, Jul 1897 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 2, Wheeler Co. TX – name is indexed as ZYBACK but can be read as 
ZYBACH 
Fritz Zybach, 55 Switzerland, parents b. Switzerland, married 35 years, emigrated 1883, 
naturalized, farmer, general farm 
Marie, 53 Switzerland, parents b. Switzerland, emigrated 1883, gave birth to 9 children, 9 
are living 
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Arthur, 20 KS, single, farm laborer, home farm 
Ernest, 18 KS, single, farm laborer, home farm 
Carl, 12 KS 
 
1920 Long Beach, Los Angeles CA – 436 Almond Ave. – after Arthur’s death 
Fritz Zybach, 65 Switzerland, parents b. Switzerland, emigrated 1883, naturalized 1885, no 
occupation listed 
Anna, 59 Switzerland, parents b. Switzerland, emigrated 1883, naturalized 1885, no 
occupation listed [wife] 
Ernest, 28 KS, parents b. Switzerland, single, farmer, general farm [son] 
 
 
 


