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TUSCANIA 
 

Zura, August 
1897 Slovenia (then Austria) – 1971 WI 

 

 
August Zura -

https://www.familysearch.org/photos/artifacts/117764480?p=34140741&returnLabel=Au
gust%20Zura%20(LRPV-

K3Z)&returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.familysearch.org%2Ftree%2Fperson%2Fmemorie
s%2FLRPV-K3Z 
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August Zura at right, one of the women is his wife Emily Napra Gregorin Zura - 

https://www.familysearch.org/photos/artifacts/117764642?p=34140741&returnLabel=Au
gust%20Zura%20(LRPV-
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K3Z)&returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.familysearch.org%2Ftree%2Fperson%2Fmemorie
s%2FL 

RPV-K3Z 
 
 

 
Stepson Robert Richard Gregorin (center) with stepfather August Zura on left & mother 

Emily Napra Gregorin Zura at right - 
https://www.familysearch.org/photos/artifacts/117764591?p=34140741&returnLabel=Au

gust%20Zura%20(LRPV-
K3Z)&returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.familysearch.org%2Ftree%2Fperson%2Fmemorie

s%2FLRPV-K3Z 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/photos/artifacts/117764591?p=34140741&returnLabel=August%20Zura%20(LRPV-K3Z)&returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.familysearch.org%2Ftree%2Fperson%2Fmemories%2FLRPV-K3Z
https://www.familysearch.org/photos/artifacts/117764591?p=34140741&returnLabel=August%20Zura%20(LRPV-K3Z)&returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.familysearch.org%2Ftree%2Fperson%2Fmemories%2FLRPV-K3Z
https://www.familysearch.org/photos/artifacts/117764591?p=34140741&returnLabel=August%20Zura%20(LRPV-K3Z)&returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.familysearch.org%2Ftree%2Fperson%2Fmemories%2FLRPV-K3Z
https://www.familysearch.org/photos/artifacts/117764591?p=34140741&returnLabel=August%20Zura%20(LRPV-K3Z)&returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.familysearch.org%2Ftree%2Fperson%2Fmemories%2FLRPV-K3Z
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L93Z-

D7FG?i=253&cc=2046887&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6896-2ZXS 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L93Z-D7FG?i=253&cc=2046887&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6896-2ZXS
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L93Z-D7FG?i=253&cc=2046887&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6896-2ZXS
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G93H-Y96X-

D?cc=2046887&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A8HB6-BD6Z 
 
 
 

 
August Zura – BillionGraves 5623793 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MD-

MZNN?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWLZ-
293Z 
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Obituary of August Zura - “Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 19 Aug 1971 p 20  

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 19 Aug 1971 p. 32 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/4008881526:7488?tid=&pid=&queryId=67721b7b2c91f39a4e0a6e866d2009

7c&_phsrc=cPx88&_phstart=successSource 
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Life: 
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August & mother Agnes Penza learn that his brother/her son John has not drowned in the 
Des Moines River in Des Moines IA as first thought – the school is also called Moody Bible 

College in other WI newspaper accounts -  
“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 1 Aug 1917 p 1 

 
1917 – from magazine “Furniture Manufacturer” Nov 1917, p. 213 
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The Simmons Manufacturing Co. of Kenosha has probably the largest roll of honor among 
US furniture manufacturing companies. Among them: August Zura. 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 24 Oct 1917 p 5 

 

 
Excerpt: 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 14 May 1919 p 2 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 21 May 1919 p 1 & p. 8 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/595589603/ 

 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 31 May 1919 p 8 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 10 Feb 1921 p 3 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 1 Feb 1930 p 7 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 21 Mar 1930 p 31 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 22 Aug 1930 p 22 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 14 Jan 1932 p 3 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 4 Feb 1933 p 11 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 11 Jan 1934 p 8 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 2 Feb 1940 p 10 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 27 Jan 1942 p 7 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 4 Feb 1943 p 7 

 

 
Real estate transfer – “Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 5 Jun 1943 p 11 

 
 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 30 Jul 1946 p 4 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 16 Jun 1947 p 5 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 12 Aug 1947 p 7 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 23 Apr 1953 p 8 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 5 Feb 1954 p 8 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 13 Feb 1958 p 11 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 3 Jan 1961 p 10 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 1 Feb 1962 p 14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wife Idella Mary Belongia 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1104332:61484?tid=&pid=&queryId=67721b7b2c91f39a4e0a6e866d20097c
&_phsrc=cPx86&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Thursday 16 Jul 1925 p 5 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 7 Aug 1925 p 4 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 13 Jan 1928 p 4 

 

 
Idella Belongia Zura & mother Mrs. Fred Belongia host bunco party – “Kenosha (WI) News” 

Friday 22 Jun 1928 p 4 
 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 20 Aug 1928 p 4 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 19 Mar 1929 p 4 

 

 
Idella leaves home – now resides at 5126 – 24th Ave. - “Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 9 May 

1929 p. 20 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 20 Sep 1930 p 7 
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Reverted to maiden name Belongia & attends party with future husband William Lehman - 

“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 6 Dec 1930 p 4  
 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 10 Oct 1931 p. 4  
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Obituary of Mary Idella Belongia Zura Lehmann - “Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 20 Jun 

1942 p 7 – https://www.newspapers.com/image/596116883/. 
 

Wife Emily Napra Gregorin 
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August Zura married Emily Napra Gregorin on 9 Jun 1934 in Indiana - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/6022863:60282?tid=&pid=&queryId=82b64e15f6a2e744a1c7dd28f638b275

&_phsrc=cPx103&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 20 Sep 1937 p 4 
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Death of father-in-law John Vincent Napra - “Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 21 Mar 1942 p 

7  
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Death of mother-in-law Martha Marshall Napra – “Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 22 May 

1957 p 8 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2055084:61483?tid=&pid=&queryId=5d517c17d35a59d033aa5f1a188391d2
&_phsrc=cPx98&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2055084:61483?tid=&pid=&queryId=5d517c17d35a59d033aa5f1a188391d2&_phsrc=cPx98&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2055084:61483?tid=&pid=&queryId=5d517c17d35a59d033aa5f1a188391d2&_phsrc=cPx98&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2055084:61483?tid=&pid=&queryId=5d517c17d35a59d033aa5f1a188391d2&_phsrc=cPx98&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4199197:1629 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 11 Apr 1920 p 4 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4199197:1629
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 17 Apr 1928 p 4 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 5 Apr 1930 p 1 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/595832823/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/595832823/


49 
 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 7 Apr 1930 p 7 

 
 
 

 
Obituary of Emily Napra Gregorian Zura - “Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 17 Aug 1981 p 7 
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Stepson: 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 30 Dec 1940 p 4 
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Engagement of Robert Gregorin to Virginia Chiappetta – “Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 2 

Dec 1941 p 4 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 29 Jan 1944 p 5 
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Misspells Gregorin as Gregorire - “Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 23 Jul 1945 p 1 & p 7 

 
Father? 
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Obituary of YAN Zura – error: they had 3 sons & a daughter at the time who are not 

mentioned - “Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 23 Sep 1907 p 1 
 



55 
 

 

 

 
WI death record of father Yan Zura (1868-1907) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2835219:61483?tid=&pid=&queryId=8e52fbcb54ab6ab83c41e8ece1f09e6d
&_phsrc=cPx164&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

Mother: 
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obituary of mother Agnes Alexa Zura Penza Zerjav – death dates of 2 husbands are 
incorrect - “Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 7 Mar 1958 p 8, continued p. 14: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/4040291917:7488?tid=&pid=&queryId=02d7ea4d065938123e10047f7d8471
ba&_phsrc=cPx149&_phstart=successSource 
 

Stepfather Joseph Penza  
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Obituary of stepfather Joseph Penza Sr. (1866 -1928) – “Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 16 

Oct 1928 p 7 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/4723432:1629?tid=&pid=&queryId=c09c850fde85ca38461e947319997365&
_phsrc=cPx171&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 17 Oct 1928 p 7 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4723432:1629?tid=&pid=&queryId=c09c850fde85ca38461e947319997365&_phsrc=cPx171&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4723432:1629?tid=&pid=&queryId=c09c850fde85ca38461e947319997365&_phsrc=cPx171&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4723432:1629?tid=&pid=&queryId=c09c850fde85ca38461e947319997365&_phsrc=cPx171&_phstart=successSource
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 2 Jun 1932 p 7 

 
 

 
Joseph Benza AKA Joseph Benza – “Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 3 Aug 1933 p 9 



63 
 

 
 

 
Stepfather Joseph Zerjav: 

 

 
Obituary of stepfather Joseph Zerjav – “Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 21 Mar 1944 p 7 

 
Siblings: 
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WWII draft registration of brother John Zura (1895-    ) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
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content/view/9658057:1002?tid=17013453&pid=449226801&queryId=b40224f4a3d5c467
dacd8652f924d226&_phsrc=cPx119&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Brother John Zura (1895-1956) - “Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 9 Aug 1917 p 9 

 

 
John Zura – “Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 17 May 1926 p 7 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 14 Jun 1926 p 7 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 17 Jun 1927 p 7 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 16 Apr 1929 p 4 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/627397160:60901 
 

 
Transfer of property from Agnes Penza Zerjav to daughter Agnes, granddaughter Delores 

(John’s daughter) & son John – “Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 11 Jan 1947 p 8 
 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 14 Apr 1956 p 5 

 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 29 Jan 1968 p 26 

 



68 
 

 
John died when, as a pedestrian, he was hit by a Waukegan-North Chicago Transit Co. bus 

– “Chicago Tribune” Saturday 4 Feb 1956 p 31 
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Probate of John Zura’s estate, who died intestate (without a will) – “Kenosha (WI) News” 

Saturday 4 Oct 1958 p 10 
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Veteran headstone - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1226655:2375?tid=17013453&pid=449226801&queryId=36719d1e8bb9838a
4c8acbafb5e12fbb&_phsrc=cPx121&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1226655:2375?tid=17013453&pid=449226801&queryId=36719d1e8bb9838a4c8acbafb5e12fbb&_phsrc=cPx121&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1226655:2375?tid=17013453&pid=449226801&queryId=36719d1e8bb9838a4c8acbafb5e12fbb&_phsrc=cPx121&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1226655:2375?tid=17013453&pid=449226801&queryId=36719d1e8bb9838a4c8acbafb5e12fbb&_phsrc=cPx121&_phstart=successSource
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John’s wife Ola Cuzzi Zura sailed from Trieste on 29 Apr 1929 aboard “Belvedere” 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4016017610:7488?tid=&pid=&queryId=a79ba102a81b0429a1c974793ea8a149&_phsrc=cPx125&_phstart=successSource


72 
 

content/view/4016017610:7488?tid=&pid=&queryId=a79ba102a81b0429a1c974793ea8a1
49&_phsrc=cPx125&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/69915477:3693?tid=&pid=&queryId=5c24dc70929718d552a5a305dd7cc974
&_phsrc=cPx129&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

 
Sister Agnes 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4016017610:7488?tid=&pid=&queryId=a79ba102a81b0429a1c974793ea8a149&_phsrc=cPx125&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4016017610:7488?tid=&pid=&queryId=a79ba102a81b0429a1c974793ea8a149&_phsrc=cPx125&_phstart=successSource


73 
 

 
 

Sister Agnes Zura Kleeszewski (Kleist) committed suicide at her home & was found by her 
mother - “Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 5 Jul 1947 p 5  
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As Agnes Zura Beckham – “Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 13 Dec 1932 p 7 
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Miss Agnes Beckham was Mrs. Agnes Zura Beckham – “Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 20 

Jul 1935 p 4 
 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 27 Nov 1941 p 4 
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Find A Grave 102091169 
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Obituary of Agnes Zura’s husband Anthony Kleszewski (not the spelling used on his 

tombstone) – Agnes DIED on 3 Jul 1947; that is not the date of their marriage – “Kenosha 
(WI) News” Thursday 2 Jun 1994 p 4 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 23 Mar 1938 p 23 

 

 
Brother Louis Zura 
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Obituary of Louis Zura (1900-1959) – “Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 18 Jun 1959 p 10 
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WWII draft registration of Louis Zura – does not include birthdate - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/198589931:2238?tid=17013453&pid=449226801&queryId=b2fff0f422acb6e

dfb149bd868b95c21&_phsrc=cPx110&_phstart=successSource 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 9 Jan 1923 p 7 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 26 Apr 1924 p 7 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 25 Apr 1929 p 7 
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Attempted suicide of Louis Zura, after a year’s unexplained absence – “Kenosha (WI) 

News” Monday 2 Nov 1931 p 1 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 11 Mar 1933 p 5 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 10 Jan 1934 p 4 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 28 Aug 1948 p 5 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 11 Oct 1949 p 7 
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Obituary of Louis’s wife Stella Zieles Zura – “Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 25 Mar 1952 p 7 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 14 Jun 1955 p 8 

 



85 
 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 18 Jun 1959 p 34 

 
Half-brother Joseph John Penza  
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Obituary of half-brother Joseph John Penza – “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Friday 11 Mar 

1977 p 26 
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Marriage of half-brother Joseph J. Penza to Elizabeth Louise Besch – “Kenosha (WI) News” 
Monday 19 Mar 1945 p 4 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 27 Feb 1945 p 4 

 



89 
 

 
Divorce 5 months after wedding – “La Crosse (WI) Tribune” Saturday 18 Aug 1945 p 6 

 



90 
 

 
“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Friday 17 Aug 1945 p 14 

 
 

 
Divorce order resisted – 5 months after wedding – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa 

Falls WI) Saturday 18 Aug 1945 p 3 
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Elilzabeth Besch had reverted to her maiden name when her mother died – “Kenosha (WI) 

News” Tuesday 7 Dec 1954 p 8 
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Remarriage of Elizabeth Louise Besch on 7 Jun 1958 in Kenosha, Kenosha WI to Walter 

Burdette Clausen – note the bride wears a powder blue outfit for her 2nd wedding as she did 
for her 1st to Joseph Penza – “Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 11 Jun 1958 p 8 
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Obituary of Elizabeth Louise Besch Penza Clausen – “Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 11 Jun 

1963 p 20 
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Obituary of Elizabeth Louise Besch Penza Clausen – “Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 11 Jun 
1963 p 8 

 

 
Obituary of Elizabeth Besch’s 2nd husband, Walter Burdette Clausen – “Kenosha (WI) 

News” Monday 10 May 1971 p 16 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3105099:61484 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3105099:61484
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WWII draft registration, noting half-sister Agnes Zura “Kleist” as his next-of-kin - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/199050766:2238 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/199050766:2238
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/383595:61482 

 

 
“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Wednesday 29 Aug 1962 p 5 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/383595:61482
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Current Novo Mesta, on the Krka River, in the country of Slovenia – August’s birthplace of 

Rudolfswerth, then in Austria - 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Novo_Mesto#/media/File:Novo_mesto_-

_letalski_posnetek.jpg 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name:  August Zura 
Name variations:  nicknames: Gus, Gust 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. B - private 
Serial number:  251,059 
Entered service from:  Kenosha, Kenosha WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  August Zura 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Agnes Penca, 71 N. Pleasant St., Kenosha WI 
[actually Penza] 
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: August Zura 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Agnes Penca [sic/Penza], 71 N. Pleasant St., 
Kenosha WI (PFC, Co. B, 107th Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  5042 - 17th Ave., Kenosha WI - 1955 WI 
Survivors: 6339 - 12th Ave., Kenosha WI 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as August Zura – b. 29 Jul 1897 Austria Hungary; res: 
5042 – 17th Ave., Kenosha, Kenosha WI. NOK Emily Zura, same address. Employed at Nash 
Kelvinator Corp., Kenosha WI. Height: 5’6” – 158 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  29 May 1919 
Address:  71 N. Pleasant St., Kenosha WI 
Rank/unit:    private 1st class, Casual Detachment, 2 Training Battalion, 161st Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  29 Jul 1897 Rudolfswerth, Austria or Russia or Austria Hungary – and apparently now 
called Novo Mesto in the country of Slovenia 
Died: 19 Aug 1971 Kenosha, Kenosha WI (in Kenosha Memorial Hospital, after long illness)  
Find A Grave record: 259397520 (created 8 Sep 2023) – presence on Tuscania indicated in 
text – also on BillionGraves 5623793 – location also in obituary: "Kenosha (WI) News" 19 
Aug 1971 p 32  
Burial location:  Kenosha, Kenosha WI 
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Cemetery:  St. James 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Co B 107 Supply Train - also on regular tombstone   
 
Father:  Yan [John/Johann] Zura, 1868 Austria – 22 Sep 1907 Kenosha, Kenosha WI. Son of 
Zernitz & Urzula Zura, both b. Austria. Died of “exhaustion / carcinoma of stomach.” Buried 
in St. George Cemetery, Kenosha, Kenosha WI but not on Find A Grave as of 8 Sep 2023. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Agnes Alexa {Alex]/Olefa Zura Penza Zerjav, 20 Oct 1877 Austria – 5 Mar 1958 
Algoma, Kewaunee WI (at the home of son Joseph Penza).  Agnes (indexed as Ignes) Zura, 
age 26, born Austria, married & Stepelin (spelling?) Zur, 24, born Austria, single (sex cannot 
be deciphered) sailed on “Moltke” from Hamburg, Germany, on 14 Jul 1904. She was of 
Slovenian ethnicity, had resided in “Locna” & was heading to her husband Johann Zura in 
Milwaukee WI, while Stepelin was heading to Kenosha WI. Came to Kenosha WI at age 29. 
Preceded in death by 3 husbands: John Zura (d. 1907), Joseph Penza (d. 1928) & Joseph 
Zerjav (d. 1944) – and son John Zura – and daughter Mrs. Agnes Kleist. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Stepfather:  Joseph (Josef) Penza Sr., 15 Oct 1866 Austria – 14 Oct 1928 Kenosha, Kenosha 
WI (at his home, 5042 – 17th Ave.). Emigrated to the US 26 years prior to his death (ca. 
1902). Employed at N.R. Allen Sons Tannery for many years. His legal probate proceedings 
reported he was also known as Joseph BENZA. Buried in St. George Cemetery, Kenosha, 
Kenosha WI but not on Find A Grave as of 8 Sep 2023. 
Stepfather’s Find A Grave: 
Stepfather’s marriage: 
 
Stepfather: Joseph Zerjav, 22 Feb 1885 Austria – 21 Mar 1944 Kenosha, Kenosha WI. 
Emigrated to the US in 1919, living in Cincinnati OH before moving to Kenosha WI.  
Stepfather’s Find A Grave: 
Stepfather’s marriage:  
 
Spouse: Mary Idella Belongia Zura Lehmann, 16 Sep 1906 – 20 Jun 1942. 
Daughter of Alfred “Fred” Belongia (1874-1962, F: 176550044) & Alvina Christine Lamay 
(1884-1967, F: 176550011] 
After her divorce from August Zura, she reverted to her maiden name of Belongia. 
Married Oct 1931 to Wilbert Johannes Lehmann (1906-1977, F: 171258719). Their son was 
Roger Wilbert Lehmann (9 Jul 1933 Kenosha WI – 8 Aug 1023 Kenosha WI), obituary in 
“Kenosha (WI) News” 11 Aug 2013 p 4. 
Following Mary’s death, her widower Wilbert J. Lehmann married in 1948 to Clara 
Makouske Jessen. 
Buried as Mary A. Lehmann in St. James Cemetery, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  171258697 
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Marriage: 15 Jul 1925 Oconto, Oconto WI. Separated 22 Feb 1930. Divorce action begun by 
Mary, charging cruel & inhuman treatment; divorced granted Sep 1930. 
 
Spouse: Emily Napra Gregorin Zura, 26 Jun 1898 Austria (now Yugoslavia) or 29 Jun 1898 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI – 15 Aug 1981 Kenosha, Kenosha WI (Kenosha Memorial 
Hospital). 
Daughter of John Vincent Napra (F: 102091507] & Martha P. Marshall (1879-1957, F: 
102091508).  
Her birth surname is also found as NAPIERALSKI, and therefore may have been shortened. 
In 1916, Emily Napra married Valentine Gregorin in Kenosha, Kenosha WI. Valentine was 
born 12 Feb 1889 Lyback, Yugoslavia [then Austria] [according to his WWI draft 
registration; he died 5 Apr 1930 in Kenosha Co. WI. Valentine had entered the bakery where 
Emily worked at 8:05 a.m. & dropped dead. [Emily’s obituary incorrectly states his death 
year as 1932.] Valentine is buried in St. James Cemetery, Kenosha, Kenosha WI but is not 
on Find A Grave as of 8 Sep 2023.   
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 9 Jun 1934 in Kenosha, Kenosha WI. According to her obituary, the couple 
married at St. George Church, Kenosha, Kenosha WI but Indiana records indicate they 
married on that day in the state of Indiana..  
 
 
Children: 
 
Stepchild: from marriage of 2nd wife, Emily Napra, to Valentine Gregorin/Gregorian 

• Robert Richard Gregorin, 27 Oct 1917 WI – 2 Aug 1981 Kenosha, Kenosha WI. Major 
in US Army. Buried St. George Cemetery, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. F: 145527630 

 
 
Siblings:  

• Louis Zura, 16 Sep 1900 Austria – 14 Jun 1959 Kenosha, Kenosha WI. His birthdate 
conflicts with that of his sister Agnes’s – too close. According to his obituary, had 
lived in Kenosha WI for 55 years (ca. 1904). – His birthplace is reported as Lochno, 
Austria, a place name that also appears in his mother’s emigration record & his 
brothers August & John’s emigration record. In Nov 1931, Louis returns to Kenosha 
WI after a year’s unexplained absence & attempts suicide by drinking poison. 
Married 20 Jan 1934 in St. Peter’s Catholic Church, Kenosha, Kenosha WI to Stella 
Rose Zieles, b. 15 Jun 1910 Kenosha, Kenosha  WI who died 25 Mar 1952 Kenosha, 
Kenosha WI. Employee of American Motors, retiring 5 years before his death. A 
resident of Kansas City MO in Oct 1928 when his stepfather Joseph Penza Sr. died. 

• Agnes Zura Beckham Kleist/Kleszewski/Kleszczewski, 29 Jun 1900 Rudolfswert, 
Austria - 3 Jul 1947 Kenosha, Kenosha WI. This birthdate conflicts with that of her 
brother Louis’s – too close together. Based on census data, she seems more likely 
to have been born in 1901/1902/1903. According to her obituary, she came to the 
US at age 13 (ca. 1913). – She is listed as Mrs. Claude Beckham of Chicago IL in her 
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stepfather Joseph Penza Sr.’s Oct 1928 obituary.   She resides in Kenosha, Kenosha 
WI as of Dec 1932 & Nov 1935 as Agnes Beckham. – Wife of Anthony Kleszewski 
(also known as Kleist), whom she married on 29 Jun 1935 (her birthday) in Chicago, 
Cook IL. He was born 21 Jul 1904 & died 31 May 1994 & is buried with Agnes. – In the 
1940 census for Kenosha, Kenosha WI, Anthony Kleszewski (36 WI), a meat cutter, 
retail grocer & merchant, resided with the same house they lived in during 1935 – 
5126 – 24th Ave. – with wife Agnes (37 Austria), a beautician at a beauty shop. - She 
committed suicide at her home (5126 – 24th Avenue, Kenosha WI); her body was 
found in her living room by her mother, Mrs. Agnes Zerjav. She was a beauty shop 
operator. She slashed one wrist with a kitchen knife & left a note for her family. She 
had been troubled and left a note for her family. – Although she & her husband 
sometimes use the surname Kleist, and their obituaries use Kleszewski, they are 
buried as Kleszczewski in St. Casimir Cemetery, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. F: 
102091168 

• John Zura, 17 Nov 1895 Sajonomethi, Austria [cannot locate this city, reported on 
his WWII draft registration] or in Hungary – 3 Feb 1956 Waukegan, Lake IL. In Aug 
1917, it is reported that John drowned in the Des Moines River at Des Moines, Polk 
IA. The article says John had lived in Kenosha, Kenosha WI for 6 years (ca. 1911), 
employed at the Simmons Co., but had gone to study at Boone [or Moody] Bible 
College in Des Moines IA to improve his English, having been born in Austria. His 
mother Agnes Penca & his brother August, at Army drill with Co. M, are notified of 
his death in one telegram, and then that he was alive in a second message. – 
Married Olga Elvira Cuzzi (27 May 1896 Yugoslavia – Jan 1980, a resident of 
Waukegan, Lake IL), apparently in Europe, as she emigrated as Olga Zura, heading 
to her husband.  They have a daughter Dolores May & a daughter Gloria Zura Traper, 
as well as a son, John. – Ola Zura, age 23, b. Yugoslavia (Jugoslavia in 1929 spelling) 
sailed on “Belvedere” from Trieste, Italy, on 29 Apr 1929. She was Croatian; her 
mother was Rosa Cuzzi. Her citizenship is listed as S.H.S.-Spalate, which seems to 
be Split, Croatia, in 2023 terms. She was heading to her mother-in-law Agnes Penca 
on Pleasant St., Kenosha WI.  - In the 1923 Kenosha WI city directory, John (who is in 
the US Navy) lives with wife Olga at 71 N. Pleasant. John served in the US Navy from 
20 Sep 1917 to 15 Sep 1923 & was a sergeant 1st class. - In the 1940 census for 
Waukegan, Lake IL, John (43 Hungary), a laborer on a WPA project, lives with wife 
Olga (42 Yugoslavia) & children Dolores (10 WI), Gloria (6 IL) & John (2 IL). – John 
died as a pedestrian who was hit by the front of a Waukegan-North Chicago Transit 
Co. bus in Waukegan, Lake IL. - According to his veteran tombstone application, he 
is buried in Ascension Catholic Cemetery, Libertyville, Lake IL. His daughter Gloria 
Terlap (1932-1997) is also buried there.  

 
Half-brother: son of his mother Agnes by her 2nd husband, Joseph Penza Sr.  

• Joseph John Penza, 10 Feb 1913 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 10 Mar 1977 Green Bay, 
Brown WI. – Married 17 Mar 1945 in St. George Catholic Church, Kenosha, Kenosha 
WI to Elizabeth Louise Besch (15 Mar 1908-10 Jun 1963, F: 180249188). She was the 
daughter of August Besch (F: 180528504) & Anna Schroeder (F: 180528503). After 5 
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months of marriage, Joseph loses his job and when a constable arrives to serve with 
a divorce order from Elizabeth, he throws the constable out of their house, destroys 
furniture & his wife’s clothing, chases her around their house with a kitchen knife & 
holds 9 constables at bay for an hour, who then decide they should use tear gas. He 
asks to see his mother, Alice Penza, and she enters, the police officer slips behind 
her & grabs Joseph. Elizabeth reverts to her maiden surname & marries Walter 
Burdette Clausen (1906-1971, F: 123086133) on 7 Jun 1958 in St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. She is buried as Elizabeth Clausen in Sunset Ridge 
Memorial Park, Kenosha, Kenosha WI, F: 180249188 - Married 28 Dec 1946 to Viola 
Sell Kirchman (1896-1983, F: 92459544) in Kewaunee Co. WI. She was the daughter 
of Johann Carl Albert Sell & Wilhelmine Caroline Ulrike Radue & was 1st married, in 
1914, to William Henry Kirchman (1890-1944). Joseph Penza & Viola Kirchman 
married 10 Jan 1947 in Appleton, Outagamie WI. Joseph is buried in Evergreen 
Cemetery, Algoma, Kewaunee WI. F: 92460374 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
According to his obituary, August emigrated at age 19 (ca. 1916). According to the 1920 
census, he emigrated in 1910. According to the 1930 census, he emigrated in 1913. 
According to his declaration of his intention to become a citizen (dated 4 Jun 1917, in 
Kenosha WI Circuit Court), he emigrated to the US from Le Havre, France, aboard “La 
Provence” – departing on 19 Nov 1911. His birthplace was Rudolphswort, Austria; he 
resided at 71 N. Pleasant St., Kenosha WI.  
According to the ship’s passenger roster, August Zura (age 16) & Johann Zura (age 14) were 
heading to Kenosha WI (with Kenosha misspelled as Keneocka or Kenoscha in 2 places), to 
Mrs. Agnes Penca, 71 Jay. But both their names are “crossed through.” His nationality 
(citizenship) was Austrian; his “race/people” Slovenian. They are from Lochno, Austria.  
 
August & John are listed in the 1916 Kenosha WI city directory residing at 71 N. Pleasant. 
August is a mounter & John is a laborer. 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 396-01-3290 
 
Censuses: 
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1920 Kenosha, Kenosha WI 
Joseph Penza, 52 Volenjsko Russia, parents b. Volenjsko, Russia; speaks German; 
naturalized 1912, emigrated 1903, naturalized 1912, tannery laborer 
Agnes Penza, 41 Volenjsko, Russia; parents b. Volenjsko, Russia, emigrated 1904, 
naturalized [wife] 
August Zura, 22 Russia, emigrated 1910, naturalized 1912, auto factory laborer [stepson] 
Joseph Penza, 7 WI [son] 
Agnes Zura, 20 Russia, emigrated 1910 [stepdaughter] 
[August’s and Agnes’s parents both born Volenjsko, Russia - this is now Slovenia] 
 
1930 Kenosha, Kenosha WI - 5042 – 17th Avenue – the age at 1stmarriage questions were 
obviously answered incorrectly 
Joe ZURA [but this should read Zerjav], 45 Austria, parents b. Austria, speaks German, 
emigration information unknown, age 45 at 1st marriage, foundry [August’s stepfather 
Joseph Zerjav] 
Agnes, 50 Hungaria, parents b. Hungaria, speaks Germany, age 50 at 1st marriage, 
emigrated 1903, naturalized [wife] 
August Zura, 32 Austria, parents b. Hungaria, married, age 25 at 1st marriage, laborer, auto 
factory, WWI veteran [son] 
Agnes Zura, 29 Austria, parents b. Hungaria, divorced,  emigrated in 1914, naturalized, 
hairdresser, beauty salon [daughter] 
Louis Zura, 27 Austria, single, emigrated 1915, naturalized, laborer, brass mill [son] 
Joe Zura 17 WI, parents b. Austria/Hungaria, single [son - this is Joe Penza] 
The previous census entry: also 5042 – 17th Ave.: 
John Zura, 34 Hungaria, age 24 at 1st marriage, laborer, wrench factory, WWI veteran 
Alga, 28 Austria, age 18 at 1st marriage 
Delores, 4 months WI 
 
1940 Kenosha, Kenosha WI - 5042 – 17th Ave. – same place in 1935 
August Zura, 42 Austria, assembler, motor car company 
Emily, 41 WI 
 
1950 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 6339 -12th 
August Zura, 52 Austria, sander, automobile manufacturer 
Emilie, 51 WI 
& mother-in-law Martha Napra, 71 Germany 
 

 


