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TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Ybarra, Jose 

1895 TX – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 

 
TX, WWI military card - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-

8H4C?i=380&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JYC2 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-8H4C?i=380&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JYC2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-8H4C?i=380&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JYC2
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WWI draft registration on 7 Jun 1917 - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-
GYBJ-

9XZR?i=1904&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZFS-QX3 
 
 

 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K929-

P?mode=g&cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-GTTK 
 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GYBJ-9XZR?i=1904&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZFS-QX3
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GYBJ-9XZR?i=1904&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZFS-QX3
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GYBJ-9XZR?i=1904&cc=1968530&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKZFS-QX3
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K929-P?mode=g&cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-GTTK
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K929-P?mode=g&cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-GTTK


4 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-1WQ2-

B?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQQB-PWN2 
 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1853526:2590?tid=&pid=&queryId=aee9cb218dac41ed8e4cb35093a3b938
&_phsrc=hFB71368&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-1WQ2-B?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQQB-PWN2
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-1WQ2-B?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQQB-PWN2
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Excerpt from “To the Line of Fire: Mexican Texans and World War I” by José A. Ramirez, 
Texas A&M University Press, 2009, page 94: 

 
In discussing the sinking of the Tuscania [note: casualty figures are incorrect in the book’s 
preceding paragraph]: 
 
For weeks after the attack, the Texas press kept its readers abreast of the latest 
developments in the story, as many Texans were aboard the ill-fated ship. Among these 
were several Tejanos. Most, like Marcos Armijo of El Paso, who saved a nurse from 
drowning after falling overboard, [this was reported widely in 1918 but is not true; the two 
women aboard, employees of the Anchor Line] safely slid down ropes to their lifeboats] 
survived the disaster. But some were not so fortunate. Nine Tejanos – Sixto Flores and José 
Ybarra of Laredo, Rosendo Diaz of Alice, Florencio Heras of Alfred, Angel Pérez of 
Rosenberg, Guadalupe Garza of Benavides, Lucio Ramos of San Antonio, Cirilo Rodriguez 
of Bergsmill, and Juan Pérez of Buerne – perished in the frigid waters off the Irish coast. In 
Alice, the Tejano community held a ceremony to honor the victims of the attack. 
 

Life: 
 

 

 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 7 
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“El Paso (TX) Herald” Saturday 30 Mar 1918 p 11 
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"Laredo (TX) Weekly Times" Sunday 7 Apr 1918 p 6 
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"Laredo (TX) Weekly Times" Sunday 5 Sep 1920 p 4  

 
Confusion over identity: 

 
This Jose Ybarra was confused in 1918 newspaper accounts with a boxer known as Joe 
Rivers or Mexican Joe. Some of the erroneous stories: 
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"Baltimore (MD) Evening Sun" Thursday 4 April 1918 p 17  
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[article continues] 

NOT the right Jose Ybarra - “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Sunday 7 Apr 1918 p 24 
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The wrong man – “El Paso (TX) Herald” Thursday 25 Apr 1918 p 9 
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Rebuttal: "Lincoln (NE) Journal Star" Thursday 4 Apr 1918 p 15  
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"Buffalo (NY) Commercial” Friday 12 Apr 1918 p 6 

 
 

Father: 
 



14 
 

 
Is this his father? “Laredo (TX) Weekly Times” Sunday 17 Dec 1911 p 10 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/3031216:60183?tid=90722917&pid=132260573053&queryId=d31eef6a1648
16d4953cfa96150b481e&_phsrc=hFB71363&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/150083152:61845 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3031216:60183?tid=90722917&pid=132260573053&queryId=d31eef6a164816d4953cfa96150b481e&_phsrc=hFB71363&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3031216:60183?tid=90722917&pid=132260573053&queryId=d31eef6a164816d4953cfa96150b481e&_phsrc=hFB71363&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3031216:60183?tid=90722917&pid=132260573053&queryId=d31eef6a164816d4953cfa96150b481e&_phsrc=hFB71363&_phstart=successSource
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 newspaper online "Laredo Times" 13 Dec 1931 (access not possible & not on 
Newspapers.com) notes date of local butcher Romulo Ybarra, age 60 
 

 
“Laredo (TX) Times” 7 Feb 1903 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/52471/images/News-TE-
LA_TI.1903_02_07_0006?treeid=90722917&personid=132260573053&usePUB=true&_phsr

c=hFB71359&_phstart=successSource&pId=62350341&rcstate=News-TE-
LA_TI.1903_02_07_0006%3A3676%2C5567%2C3990%2C5621%3B3309%2C5567%2C362

3%2C5621 
 
 

 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/5292310:4876?tid=90722917&pid=132260573053&queryId=609398be6e9ed
6eac9959dbd03508204&_phsrc=hFB71361&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/52471/images/News-TE-LA_TI.1903_02_07_0006?treeid=90722917&personid=132260573053&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB71359&_phstart=successSource&pId=62350341&rcstate=News-TE-LA_TI.1903_02_07_0006%3A3676%2C5567%2C3990%2C5621%3B3309%2C5567%2C3623%2C5621
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/52471/images/News-TE-LA_TI.1903_02_07_0006?treeid=90722917&personid=132260573053&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB71359&_phstart=successSource&pId=62350341&rcstate=News-TE-LA_TI.1903_02_07_0006%3A3676%2C5567%2C3990%2C5621%3B3309%2C5567%2C3623%2C5621
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/52471/images/News-TE-LA_TI.1903_02_07_0006?treeid=90722917&personid=132260573053&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB71359&_phstart=successSource&pId=62350341&rcstate=News-TE-LA_TI.1903_02_07_0006%3A3676%2C5567%2C3990%2C5621%3B3309%2C5567%2C3623%2C5621
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/52471/images/News-TE-LA_TI.1903_02_07_0006?treeid=90722917&personid=132260573053&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB71359&_phstart=successSource&pId=62350341&rcstate=News-TE-LA_TI.1903_02_07_0006%3A3676%2C5567%2C3990%2C5621%3B3309%2C5567%2C3623%2C5621
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/52471/images/News-TE-LA_TI.1903_02_07_0006?treeid=90722917&personid=132260573053&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB71359&_phstart=successSource&pId=62350341&rcstate=News-TE-LA_TI.1903_02_07_0006%3A3676%2C5567%2C3990%2C5621%3B3309%2C5567%2C3623%2C5621
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5292310:4876?tid=90722917&pid=132260573053&queryId=609398be6e9ed6eac9959dbd03508204&_phsrc=hFB71361&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5292310:4876?tid=90722917&pid=132260573053&queryId=609398be6e9ed6eac9959dbd03508204&_phsrc=hFB71361&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5292310:4876?tid=90722917&pid=132260573053&queryId=609398be6e9ed6eac9959dbd03508204&_phsrc=hFB71361&_phstart=successSource
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TX death record of father Romulo Ybarra - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/21645509:2272 
 

Mother: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21645509:2272
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21645509:2272
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“Laredo (TX) Times” Monday 25 Sep 1899 p 3 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/14539461/ 
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TX death record of mother - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/22151295:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=a210287abfc2b1a24922359f49fbaaad&
_phsrc=hFB71403&_phstart=successSource 

 
Siblings: 
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TX death certificate of brother Romulo Ibarra (1897-1963) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062644-
02015?pId=82126514 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062644-02015?pId=82126514
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062644-02015?pId=82126514
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WWI draft registration of brother Romulo Ybarra - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/16087770:6482 
 
 

 

 
“Laredo (TX) Times” Monday 25 Apr 1960 p 7 

 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/16087770:6482
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/16087770:6482
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TX death record of Romulo Jr.’s wife Carmen - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/365068:2272 
 

 
 

Half-siblings: by his mother Marcela Muñoz & Juan Montalvo 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/365068:2272
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/365068:2272
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TX death record of Felix Sanchez, the husband of Jose’s half-sister Concepcion Montalvo - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062212-
01909?pId=23168464 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062212-01909?pId=23168464
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062212-01909?pId=23168464
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TX death record of half-brother Pedro Montalvo (1892-1965) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062698-
02492?pId=12974 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062698-02492?pId=12974
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062698-02492?pId=12974
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Veteran headstone application of half-brother Pedro Montalvo - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_10_00002-
03166?pId=2953656 

 

 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name:  Jose Ybarra 
Name variations:  Ibarra  
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, 165th Depot Brigade, 43rd Co. - private 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers in WWI until after 
the sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Jose died without one 
Entered service from:  Laredo, Webb TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Jose Ybarra 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Romulo Ybarra, 304 Washington St., Laredo TX 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_10_00002-03166?pId=2953656
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_10_00002-03166?pId=2953656
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1st buried on the isle of Islay, Scotland: in Port Charlotte, Islay, Scotland - grave 13, as Jose 
Ybarra 
Body returned from war on: from Port Charlotte, Islay, on "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 7 
Aug 1920 
Body listed on return ship as: Jose Ybarra 
Rank & unit on return ship: pvt, Casual Co. #2 
World War I draft registration (1917): as José Ybarra [because of the accent mark on the E 
in Jose, this is sometimes read as Josi] - b. 1 Jun 1895 Laredo TX; res: 220 Sanders, Laredo, 
Webb TX. Wife, married. Agent, Prudential Life Insurance, West Texas, Laredo TX. Short in 
height, medium build. Registered 7 Jun 1917, two days after the 5 Jun 1917 national 
registration day.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  no date listed 
Discharged:   
Address:  Laredo TX 
Rank/unit:    private, Casual 2 Co Cas Detach 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   1 Jun 1895 (Veterans Administration Master Index: 4 Jun 1895) Laredo, Webb TX  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
Find A Grave record: 3063849 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  San Antonio, Bexar TX 
Cemetery:  San Antonio National 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: U.S.A. [no dates/service] 
 
Father: Romulo Ybarra/Ibarra, 10 Mar 1860 TX - 11 Dec 1931 Laredo, Webb TX. Son of 
Santiago & Refugio Ybarra, both born in Mexico.  
He was married to Carlota Salinas (4 Nov 1880 Cerralvo, Cerralvo Municipallity, Nuevo 
León, Mexico – 23 Nov 1942 Laredo, Webb TX, F: 222733234) at the time of his death.  She 
was the daughter of Ignacio Sanchez & Maria de Jesus Pena. Her Find A Grave record spells 
her surname Ybarra, but her Find A Grave record & tombstone use Ibarra. 
The informant on his TX death certificate was his son, Romulo Ibarra Jr. 
However, his TX death certificate lists his wife as Marcela Munoz; perhaps she still was, 
legally. 
Died of pulmonary tuberculosis. 
Romulo Ibarra is buried in Calvary Catholic Cemetery, Laredo, Webb TX. 
Find A Grave:  232318410 
 
Mother: Marcella/Marcela/Macela Muñoz Montalvo Ybarra, reverted to Montalvo, 16 Sep 
1871 Lampazos, Nuevo León, Mexico – 17 Dec 1929 Laredo, Webb TX.  TX death certificate 
spells her 1st name as Marcela. 
Daughter of Demetrio Muñoz & Luz Bustamente, both born Mexico. 
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According to her son Pedro Montalvo’s TX death certificate, Pedro’s father was named 
Juan Montalvo; he was born in Mexico. Macela had 2 children by Juan: daughter 
Concepcion & son Pedro. 
But – Ancestry.com family trees claim that the biological father of Concepcion & Pedro was 
Romulo Ybarra. 
Named as Macila de Ibarra in 1900 census, Marcella Munoz on Jose’s brother Romulo Jr's 
death certificate & Jose’s father Romulo's death certificate.  
In the 1910 census, Marcela is listed with the surname Montalvo & in the 1920 census, 
Macela is listed with the surname Montalvo.  
In the 1910 census, Marcela Montalvo has a 3-year-old son, Humercindo Ramos, in 
addition to 18-year-old Pedro Montalvo. In the 1920 census, he is Humecindo Montalvo, 
age 11. 
According to her TX death certificate, Marcela Munoz Montalvo is buried in Calvary 
Catholic Cemetery, Laredo, Webb TX, but is not on Find A Grave as of 26 Aug 2023. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  Romulo Ybarra married on 22 Apr 1895 in Webb Co. TX to Marcela 
Munoz. Their son Jose was born 1 Jun 1895.  A divorce actionbetween Romulo Ybarra & 
Marcela Munoz de Ybarra was placed on the District Court docket in Laredo, Webb TX in 
Sep 1899. 
 
Spouse: when Jose registered for the WWI draft on 7 Jun 1917, he said he was married, with 
a wife. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Romulo Ibarra, 18 May 1897 Laredo, Webb TX – 18 Aug 1963 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. 
His WWI draft registration listed his mother as Marcela Munoz Ybarra. He lived at 30 
Washington St., Laredo, Webb TX. – In the 1940 census, he lives in Laredo, Webb TX 
with a group of people listed as partners. Head of household is Carmine Aguirre, 
age 47. - By the time he registers for the WWII draft in 1942, he lists Mrs. Carmen 
Aguirre Ibarra as his wife. They reside at 302 San Carlos, Laredo, Webb TX. – 
Carmen Mendez Aguirre Ybarra was born 16 Jul 1893 TX & died 12 Nov 1982 Laredo, 
Webb TX., buried in Calvary Catholic Cemetery, Laredo, Webb TX, F: 232169460 – 
She was the daughter of Cipriano Mendez & Refugia Mendez. Carmen & Romulo 
Ibarra reside in Laredo, Webb TX in 1950. - Buried as Romulo IBARRA in Shannon 
Rose Hill Memorial Park, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. F: 83976730 

• Santiago Ybarra, May 1900 [1900 census] –   Not listed in the 1910 census with his 
brothers Jose & Romulo so presumably has died.  

 
Half-siblings: by his mother’s 1st marriage, to Juan Montalvo 
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• Concepcion Montalvo Sanchez, 1889 TX [1900 census] – 6 Dec 1918 Laredo, Webb 
TX.  She married Felix C. Sanchez (1888-1941, the son of Joaquin Sanchez & Maria 
Cuellar. They had 2 children, born 1913 & 6 May 1917. She is buried in Calvary 
Catholic Cemetery, Laredo, Webb TX but is not on Find A Grave as of 26 Aug 2023. 

 
Half-siblings: by his father’s marriage to Carlota Salinas 

• Enrique Ibarra, ca. 1907 TX – 
• Santana Ibarra, ca. 1910 TX –  
• Maria De Jesus/J. Ibarra, 16 Feb 1914 Laredo, Webb TX – 4 Jul 1978 Laredo, Webb 

TX. Never married. Buried in Calvary Catholic Cemetery, Laredo, Webb TX. F: 
222733071 

• Refugio Ibarra, ca. 1917 TX 
 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Laredo, Webb TX – conducted 14 Jun 1900 
Romulo Ibarra, 30 Mexico, b. 1870, parents b. Mexico, emigrated 1885, in US for 15 years, 
married 6 years, butcher 
Macila de Ibarra, 26 Mexico, b. 1874, emigrated 1880, in US for 20 years, gave birth to 7 
children, 5 of whom are living [wife] 
Jose, 5 TX, May 1895 [son] 
Romulo, 3 TX, May 1897 [son[ 
Santiago, 5 months TX, May 1900 [his age does not compute if he was born in May & the 
census was conducted in June] 
Pedro Montalvo, 9 TX, 1891, parents b. Mexico, at school [stepson] 
Concha Montalvo, 11 TX, 1889, parents b. Mexico, at school [stepdaughter] 
  
1910 Laredo, Webb TX – 618 Hidalgo St. 
Refugio Ibarra, 62 Mexico, mother of 2 children, 2 now living [head of household, female] 
Felicitas Bueno, 29 Mexico [daughter] 
Her husband Antonio Bueno & their 7 children 
Jose Ibarra, 14 TX, driver, meat wagon [son – should read grandson] 
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Romulo Ibarra, 13 TX [grandson] 
 
1910 Laredo, Webb TX – Zaragoza St. – mother & half-brothers 
Marcela Montalvo, 40 Mexico, parents b. Mexico, widowed twice, gave birth to 3 children, 3 
are living, washerwoman, private family 
Concepcion Montalvo, 19 TX, parents b. Mexico [daughter] 
Pedro Montalvo, 18 TX, parents b. Mexico, laborer, ice factory [son] 
Humercindo Ramos, 3 TX, parents b. Mexico [son] 
 
1920 Laredo, Webb TX – 412 McClillan (spelling?) – his mother & half-brothers  
Pedro Montalvo, 25 TX, parents b. Mexico, divorced [head of household] 
Macela Montalvo, 41 Mexico, parents b. Mexico, emigrated 1893, citizen status unknown 
[mother] 
Humecindo, 11 TX [brother] 
 
1930 Laredo, Webb TX – Victoria St. – remarried father with Jose’s half-siblings 
Romolo Ybarra, 59 TX, parents b. Mexico, age 39 at 1st marriage, butcher, butcher shop 
Carlota, 51 Mexico, parents b. Mexico, age 30 at 1st marriage 
Enrique, 23 TX, clerk, Texas Hat Co. 
Santana, 20 TX 
Maria De J, 16 
Refugio, 13 
 
1950 Laredo, Webb TX – 2505 S. Marine – half-brother Pedro 
Pedro Montalvo, 57 TX, police officer (constable), --- department county 
Micaela, 39 Mexico [wife] 
John, 8 TX [son] 
 
 


