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Wilson, William Riley
1890 TX -5 February 1918 Tuscania
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William R Wilson, "United States, World War I American Expeditionary Forces Deaths, 1917-1919"
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NAMES OF 1,832 SURVIVORSON |
TUSCANIA RECEIVED BY U. S

345 MENNOT ACCOUNTED FOR

T
Ethan White, Arnett, Okla.

Walter 1. Whittington, Sherman. Texas
Rell M. Willlams, Glenwood, Ark,
Willlam R. Wilson, Canton, Texas
James ., Wood, Yantis, Texas,

Joxa Yharra, laredo, Texas.

Edward F. Young, Gilmer, Texan
Patrick H. White, Dallas, Texas.

Rosendo Daz, Najarna, Texas.

“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 7

|
‘Texas Heroes Dead in Scotland in

WILLIAM R, WILSON, Canton, Texas. t
HENRY H. PAGE, Saratoga, Texas,
EDWARD F. YOUNG, Gilmer, Texas, e
LUTHER B. REEDER, Broadus, Texas. t
THOMAS ST, CLAIR, Junction, Texas. I
BEN BARKER, FOULSBURG, Texas, ‘
MARTIN C. HILL, Wimberly. Texas, . y
| DANIEL W. TROBRIDGE, Strawn, Texas.
i EDGAR C, BARNES, Ranger, Texas,

OSCAR L. SMITH, Winters, Texas.
| ANGEL PEREZ, San Antonio, Texas,

WALTER L. WHITTINGTON, Sherman, Texas &
GEORGE MORENO, Pearsall, Texas. >
CLAYTON B. WEST, Baxter Springs, Texas. A

LEWIS ROBERTS, Nacogdoches, Texas,
WILLIAM KEOWN, Sand Springs, Texas.

i ARTHUR W. COLLINS, Appleby, Texas,
% JENNINGS B. CROW, Appleby, Texas. N

“Austin (TX) American” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1




List of Victims of the Il |
Fated Tuscania Sunk in |

North Sea by Submarine

William R. Wilson Mrs. Ethel ¢
=W ' R. F. D. No. 7, Can- |

“Waco (TX) Times-Herald” Sunday 31 Mar 1918 p 14
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Texas, U.5., County Marriage Records, 18171965

View record
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Merrizgs Dats
Marriage Plecs
Spouss

Film Mumbssr

Ethel Undensood
Femals

12 May 1917

Van Zandt, Texas, USA
W R Wilson
O0ETE820
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/103526498/person/102282400939/facts
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Willie Kathrine Williams

in the U.5., Social Security Death Index, 1935-2014

Mame Williz Hathrine Williams
Social Security AGT-24-2887

Mumbser

Birth Date 5 Aprigia

Issue year Before 1851

Issue State Taxzs

Last Residence TE181, Mesguite, Dallas, Texas
Death Date & Mar 20M

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/89748826:3693
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Obituary of W. M. G. Wilson
Wills Point Chronicle, 19 February 1920, van Zanddt County, Texas

Wills Point

TRAGIC DEATH OF AN OLD CITIZEN

Sheriff Carpenter and County Attormey Greer were called to the W.M.G Wilson
home, near Myrtle Springs, to investigate the death of that old citizen
Saturday morning. The word that came to the sheriff's office was to the
effect that Mr. Wilson had shot and killed himself, but on investigation the
officers decided that circumstances surrounding his death were such as to
warrant full investigation of the tragic occurrence and accordingly Mrs.
Wilson, her sister, Mrs. Pool, and a man named Isham, with the latter's 13
year-old daughter, were arrested charged with the murder.

On going to the place, Wilson was found lying on the side of a neighboring
road, leading away from his home. He was lying face down with a pistol in his
left hand and a bullet wound behind the right earThere was a deep gash at
the point where the bullet entered and the skull showed to have been beaten
with an instrument of some kind. Physicians opened the skull and found the
bullet directly opposite the point of entrance, this leading officers to

doubt that Wilsan could have held the pistal in such a position to shool
himself.



Further enquiry led to the infermation that Wilsan and his wife had

separated and that at her request Isham, who lived on the Wilson farm, had
come over to move her things out. It is the belief of the officers that a

general row and perhaps fight occurred in the yard and while this was in
progress one of the woemen knocked him down. The officers have it that at one
time Wilson drew his gun on lsham and that the latter ran behind the wagon,
preventing the enraged man from shooting him.

The parties under arrest concur in the statement that Wilson shot himself,
after leaving the house, and that they saw him commit the act.The little girl
states they all went to the place of shooting after hearing the shot fired
and feund him in the pasition he was when the efficers arrived. The little
girl was first to leave the scene and states that she was first to phone
about the tragedy. She thinks she heard a shot after leaving, but of course
has no idea who fired it or for what purpose. Officers and physicians are of
the opinion that he was knocked insensible and that the pistol was then
placed in the wound and fired.

Mrs. Wilson was the divarced wife of a man named Jackson who was tried in
district court at Canton last year on a charge of bigamy, she having married
Wilson, after Jackson had married another woman in the county. Recently
Wilsan was beaten by "white caps.” this occurrence having been investigated
by the recent grand jury, with what result we are not informed.

Deceased formerly resided ineither the Tundra or Jacksan community and was
well known. Burial took place at Edgewood. He was 60 years of age and Mrs.
Wilzan is his junior by about twenty years.

This copy contributed for use in the USGenWeb Archives by:
Susan Burns May 2003

Death of W.M.G. Wilson from Find A Grave 82372831

Mother:

Mame MNanmis Kanes
Gender Female
Marrizge Date 24 Apr 18790
Marrizge Place Van Zandt, Texas, USA
. Spouse WM G Wilson
Nannie Kane
FAilm Number 0oiaTeeE

in the Texas, U.S., County Marriage Records, 18171965
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TX death record of brother Charles Franklin Wilson (1888-1971)
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Obituary of Charles Franklin Wilson - “Irving (TX) Daily News” Monday 22 Mar 1971 p 7

CHARLES F. WILSON

Funeral services are pending
at Colonial Funeral Home for
Charles Franklin Wilson, 82, of
922 Sam Hill, who died in Irv-
ing Community Hospital Sun-
day.

An aircraft industry worker,
Wilson retired in 1957 and has
been an Irving resident since
that time. He was born Oct. 13,
1888 in Myrtle Springs, Tex. He
had been subject of a front
page story in the Irving Daily
News October, 1963 when 75
guests commemorated his 75th
birthday. During World War |
he was a member of the Com-
pany C of 144th Regiment of
the 36th Division. He was a
member of the Oddfellows
Lodge and Veteran of World
War 1 Irving Barracks No.
1637.

K
He is survived by a daughter,
Mrs. Jim Beggs of Irving; a
granddaughter, Mrs. Wanda
Neatherly of Shreveport, La.;
two brothers, Jess Wilson of
Wills Point and Joe Wilson of
Grand Saline; and a sister,
Mrs. Rosa Lee Hatcher of Dal-
las.

- o7 SRRV S
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Mrs. Alva Wilson

MYRTLE SPRINGS — Services
for Mrs. Alva Hester Wilson, 90,
Dallas, formerly of Myrtle Sprl:ag-.
are scheduled for 2 p.m. Satu
in Eubank Funeral l'romo chapel in
Canton with the Rev. Marvin Clark
officiating, assisted by E.J. John-
son,

Burial will be in Haven of Memo-
ries Cemetery.

Mrs. Wilson died Thursday in a
Dallas hospital after a lengthy ill-
ness.

She was born Sept. 4, 1898, in-
Canton. She lived moot of her life in
the Highland Community and the
last 15 years in Dallas. Her hus-
band, Jess Wilson, preceded her in
death in June 1973 and a son Woo-
drow Wilson in 1988.

Survivors include two sons, Vir-
gil M, Wilson, Wills Point; Ross H.
Wilson, Dallas; two daughters,
Ruth Finle and Rou Mae Moore,
both of Dallas; ei ndchildren;
15 great- grand ren; several
nieces and nephews and other rola
tives, ‘

Pallbearers will be Mike Wilson.
James Ray Wilson, Rickey Wilson,
Eric Wilson, Randy Wilson, Billy
Ray Baker, Robert Carnes, Ken-
neth Bates and Butch Carnes.

Obituary of Charles’s wife Alva Hester Bussey Wilson — “Tyler (TX) Morning Telegraph”

Saturday 15 Oct 1988 p 8
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TX death record of brother Jesse V. Wilson (1895-1973) -
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/750081548:2272

Rosa Hatcher
in the U.S., Social Security Death Index, 1935-2014


https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/750081548:2272
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MName Rosa Hatchear

Social Security 452-05-7957

Mumbsr

Birth Date 2 May 1289

SSUS yEIr Before 1851

ssue State Texas

Last Residencs 75T, Dallzs, Dellas, Texas, USA
Death Date Apr 129886

Sister Rosa Lee Wilson Hatcher (1899-1986) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/26187865:3693?tid=103526498&pid=102282400113&queryld=766f88eae6b
95cfc7d0f6c9f167cda54&_ phsrc=hFB70002& phstart=successSource

Rosa Hatcher
in the Texas, 11.5., Death Index, 1903-2000
Mame Rosz Hatoher
Death Date 11 Apr 1886
Death County Dallas
Gender Female

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/2281737:48767tid=103526498&pid=102282400113&queryld=146eccfe4696f
bdb0e29955b236e5fbb&_ phsrc=hFB70003& phstart=successSource

Abbreviations:
b =born
d =died
F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org)
NOK = next-of-kin

Name: William Riley Wilson

Name variations: Willie Wilson

Military:

On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, 165th Depot Brigade, 47th Co. - private

Serial number: US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so William died without a number

Entered service from: Canton, Van Zandt TX

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: William R. WIlson

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Mrs. Ethel W. Wilson, RFD #7, Canton TX


https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/26187865:3693?tid=103526498&pid=102282400113&queryId=766f88eae6b95cfc7d0f6c9f167cda54&_phsrc=hFB70002&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/26187865:3693?tid=103526498&pid=102282400113&queryId=766f88eae6b95cfc7d0f6c9f167cda54&_phsrc=hFB70002&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/26187865:3693?tid=103526498&pid=102282400113&queryId=766f88eae6b95cfc7d0f6c9f167cda54&_phsrc=hFB70002&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2281737:4876?tid=103526498&pid=102282400113&queryId=146eccfe4696fbdb0e29955b236e5fbb&_phsrc=hFB70003&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2281737:4876?tid=103526498&pid=102282400113&queryId=146eccfe4696fbdb0e29955b236e5fbb&_phsrc=hFB70003&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2281737:4876?tid=103526498&pid=102282400113&queryId=146eccfe4696fbdb0e29955b236e5fbb&_phsrc=hFB70003&_phstart=successSource
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First buried onisle of Islay, Scotland: in Port Charlotte, Islay, Scotland - grave 22, as W.R.
Wilson

World War | draft registration (1917): as William Riley Wilson - b. 18 Nov 1890 Wills Point
TX; res: Canton, Van Zandt TX. Married, with wife. Farm laborer for W.S. Mills on farm near
Canton TX. Tall, medium build.

Veterans Administration Military Index:

Enlisted: date not listed

Discharged: date not listed

Born: 19 Nov 1890

Died: 5Feb 1918

Address: Grand Saline TX

Rank/unit: private, Co. C, 12 Battalion, 165" Depot Brigade

Birth & death:

Born: 18 Nov 1890 Wills Point, Van Zandt TX (according to a local history: 26 Nov 1891)
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania

Find A Grave: 56504052 — presence on Tuscania indicated in flower

Burial location: Brookwood, Woking Borough, Surrey, England

Cemetery: Brookwood American Military

Tombstone: buried as W.R. - veteran cross: Pvt US Army Texas

Father: William M. /W.M.G. Wilson, 15 Oct 1852 TN [Oct 1855 in 1900 census] - 14 Feb
1920 Van Zandt Co. TX. His mother’s 1t name was Emily; in the 1860 & 1870 censuses, he
is listed with her but no father. Found dead with a gunshot wound to the head. He &
William Riley’s mother Nancy were divorced. She had married a Jackson but then claimed
he had committed bigamy. Jackson was tried for bigamy in Canton TX district courtin 1919.
W.M.G. had married Nancy Thorp/Tharp [also found with first name Mincy in the 1920
census; he age 62 & she age 36). With the help of a man named Isham, Nancy was moving
items from her previous household. At some point, W.M.G. had a gun & Isham hid behind a
wagon for protection. W.M.G. was then found dead on the road with a gun in his hand.
William Riley’s 13-year-old sister Rosa Lee said her father was dead in the road, as did the
other witnesses — Nancy, Nancy’s sister Mrs. Pool & Mr. Isham - but then said she heard a
shot after she had left the scene. The sheriff & coroner thought the bullet was in the wrong
place for suicide & arrested them all. No further details could be located.

His 2nd wife Nancy Thorp (ca. 1886 TX) was the daughter of Joseph F. Thorp & Nancy
Barbara Essery.

W.M.G.’s TX death certificate lacks much information — cause of death as well as parents.
W.M.G. is buried in Edgewood Cemetery, Edgewood, Van Zandt TX.

Find A Grave: 82372831

Mother: Nancy (Nannie) A. Kane/Cane/Cain Wilson, Oct 1861 AL - 1912. Married a man
named Jackson after her divorce from W.M.G. but then brought action because he had
committed bigamy.
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Arrested for murdering her husband in 1920.
Buried in Cana Cemetery, Cana, Van Zandt TX.
Find A Grave: 36890065

Parents’ marriage:

Spouse: Ethel Underwood [Morgan] Wilson Anderson, 12 Jul 1895 Mobile, Mobile AL-18
Oct 1976 Garland, Dallas TX. Daughter of Eugene Underwood/Morgan [not determined the
reason for the two surname choices]. Married in 1922 to Claude Powell Anderson (1895-
1963, F: 39752408). Although TX death certificate says she was buried in Rose Hill
Cemetery in Wills Point TX, she is buried in White Rose Cemetery, Garland, Dallas TX.
Spouse Find A Grave: 39777014

Marriage: W.R. Wilson married Ethel Underwood in Van Zandt Co. TX 12 May 1917. She was
a resident of Birmingham AL. The officiant was Baptist minister W.S. Mills, listed as
William’s employer on his 5 Jun 1917 WWI draft registration & with whom he had lived after
leaving home at age 17.

Children:

Willie Kathrine Wilson Williams, 5 Apr 1918 Van Zandt Co. TX -8 Mar 2011 Dallas,
Dallas TX. SSN 467-24-2967. She was born exactly 2 months after her father William
died on Tuscania. On 29 Jun 1946 in Dallas Co. TX, Willie married Nolan Marcus
(“Mark”) Williams (1916-2004, F: 23763293), the son of Henry Lee Williams &
Imogene Seely Manning. He is buried in Restland Memorial Park, Dallas, Dallas TX &
shares a tombstone with Willie, whose birthdate but not death information is on his
Find A Grave headstone photograph.

Siblings: In the 1900 census, his mother Nancy said she had given birth to 9 children, 5 of
whom were living: Charley, Willie, Jesse, Buddie & “Sissie” (Rosa). In 1910, she claimed to
have given birth to 5 children, 5 of whom were living.

Mary J., Wilson, Mar 1880 TX. Listed in 1880 census.

Charles Franklin (Charley) Wilson, 13 Oct 1888 Myrtle Springs, Van Zandt T-21 Mar
1971 Irving, Dallas TX. SSN 449-30-3474. Husband of Levada E. Vernon (1878-1955,
F: 98861306). Veteran of WWI. Worked in aircraft maintenance. Buried in Restland
Memorial Park, Dallas, Dallas TX. F: 98861484

Jesse Virgil Wilson, 26 Jan 1895 TX[Nov 1894 in 1900 census] -7 Jun 1973 Terrell,
Kaufman TX., SSN 451-62-6412. Married 12 Nov 1916 in Van Zandt Co. TX to Alva
Hester Bussey (1898-1988, F: 59564273). Resident of Wills Point TX in Mar 1971.
Died of heart failure & pneumonia; also had senile dementia. Buried in Haven of
Memories Cemetery, Canton, Van Zandt TX. F: 59564186

Joe Buddie Wilson, 17 Dec 1896 Van Zandt Co. TX-1 Sep 1987 Grand Saline, Van
Zandt TX. Married 20 Jan 1918 in Van Zandt Co. TX to Belle Belva Jewell Miller (1899-
1982, F: 151861495). Resident of Grand Saline TX in Mar 1971. Buried in Sand Flat
Cemetery, Grand Saline, Van Zandt TX. F: 57315025

Rosa Lee Wilson Hatcher, 2 May 1899 TX - 11 Apr 1986 Dallas, Dallas, TX. Wife of
Harry Ross Hatcher; their son was Ross Hatcher.Harry was born 9 Feb 1894 in
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China Springs TX & died 1 Sep 1972 in Kerrville TX, married to Frances. He is buried
in Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery, San Antonio, Bexar TX, F: 765169. In the
1930 census for Dallas, Dallas TX, Ross Hatcher (35 TX, father b. TX, mother b. IL,
owner of a taxicab company) lived with wife Rosa Lee (30 TX, father b. TN, mother b.
AL) & their 4-year-old son Ross (b. TX). - Rosa Hatcher is buried in Restland
Memorial Park, Dallas, Dallas TX. F: 98821455

Notes:
Pre-war:

According to the newspaper obituary copied above, William left home at age 17. Although

not strong, he was drafted but found not strong enough at training camp so assigned to an
agricultural department. He had health issues with his stomach prior to the war. When he

registered for the draft, he was living with Baptist minister W.S. Mills at Mills Creek. He had
married Ethel Underwood on 12 May 1917.

William told Ethel, who was living in San Antonio TX, to leave there & return to Canton TX
while he was at war. Her father had died in Nov 1917 & then her brother died about 2 weeks
later while in the aviation corps at Palestine TX.

Wartime:
Post-war:
Obituary:
Censuses:

1880 Van Zandt Co. TX-conducted 24 Jun 1880
William W. [M.?] G. Wilson, 23 AR, farmer
Nancy, 18 AL, keeping house

Martha J., 3 months TX, b. Mar 1880

1900 Canton, Van Zandt Co. TX

William M. WILLSON, 44 TN, Oct 1855, parents b. TN, married 20 years, farmer
Nancy, 38 AL, Oct 1861, parents b. AL, gave birth to 9 children, 5 of whom are living
Charley, 11 TX, Oct 1888, at school

Willie, 10 TX. Nov 1889, at school

Jesse, 5TX, Nov 1894

Buddie, 3TX, Dec 1896

Sissie [could be Rosie], 1 TX, May 1899

1910 Justice Precinct 1, Van Zandt T - Canton & Goshen Rd. — William not with family
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William M.G. WELSON, 53 TN, parents b. TN, in 1°* marriage, married 32 years, farmer,
general farm

Nannie A., 47 AL, parents b. AL, in 1** marriage, gave birth to 5 children, 5 of whom are living
Charley, 21 TX, single, farm laborer, home farm

Jessie, 15 TX, farm laborer, home farm

Judge, 13 TX, farm laborer, home farm [i.e. Joe Buddie]

Rosie, 11 TX

1920 Justice Precinct 1, Van Zandt TX — his widow & daughter

Ethle [sic] Wilson, 24 AL, parents b. AL, widow, housework, own home
Willie K., 1 year 6 months TX, father b. TX, mother b. AL

Sara C. White, 62 TX, father b. TN, mother b. AL [roomer]

1920 Justice Precinct 1, Van Zandt TX - conducted 14 Jan 1920 - his remarried father who
dies 14 Feb 1920

William G. Wilson, 62 TN, parents b. TN, farmer, farm

Mincy A., 36 TX, father b. US, mother b. TX [wife]

The adjacent entry on this page:

James R. & Dina Isham

1930 Grand Saline, Van Zandt TX - his remarried widow & daughter

Claud P. Anderson, 35 TX, father b. TX, mother b. TN, age 27 at 1** marriage, plummer
[sic/plumber], general work, WWI veteran

Ethel M. Anderson, 30 AL, parents b. AL, age 22 at 1°* marriage [wife]

Willie K. Wilson, 11 TX, father b. TX, mother b. AL [stepdaughter]

1940 Grand Saline, Van Zandt TX - his remarried widow & his daughter —same house in
1935

Claud Anderson, 43 TX, plumber, private business

Ethel Anderson, 40 AL [wife]

Katherine Wilson, 21 TX [stepdaughter]



