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TUSCANIA 
 

Wilson, William Oscar 
1894 WA – 1982 WA 

 
 

 
WA death record of William Oscar Wilson - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/6192070:6716?tid=&pid=&queryId=134bb8e0ef684077d0cf1552537007f4&_
phsrc=hFB69964&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6192070:6716?tid=&pid=&queryId=134bb8e0ef684077d0cf1552537007f4&_phsrc=hFB69964&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6192070:6716?tid=&pid=&queryId=134bb8e0ef684077d0cf1552537007f4&_phsrc=hFB69964&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6192070:6716?tid=&pid=&queryId=134bb8e0ef684077d0cf1552537007f4&_phsrc=hFB69964&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of William Oscar Wilson – “The Columbian” (Vancouver WA) Wednesday 16 Jun 

1982 p 12 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62272/images/81104361_00046512-

01094?pId=281958 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-1Q49-

5?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7KJ-X63Z 
 

Life: 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62272/images/81104361_00046512-01094?pId=281958
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/62272/images/81104361_00046512-01094?pId=281958
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-1Q49-5?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7KJ-X63Z
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-1Q49-5?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7KJ-X63Z
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“Seattle (WA) Star” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 6 

 
 

 
“The Columbian” (Vancouver WA) Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Vancouver (WA) Weekly Columbian” Thursday 14 Mar 1918 p 3 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/809802730/  

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/809802730/
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Their mother’s brother? - “The Columbian” (Vancouver WA) Tuesday 28 Sep 1937 p 9 

 

 
“The Columbian” (Vancouver WA) Wednesday 10 Nov 1937 p 2 
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“Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” Thursday 17 Aug 1939 p 6 
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“The Columbian” (Vancouver WA) Saturday 5 Feb 1938 p 1 
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“Veterans News” (VFW Monthly News) (Seattle WA) Thursday 1 Feb 1945 p 8 
 

 
 

“Veterans News” (VFW Monthly News) (Seattle WA) Monday 1 Apr 1946 p 8 
 
 

 
“The Columbian” (Vancouver WA) Monday 6 Apr 1981 p 8 

 
 

Wife: 
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Hesba Emily Griggs Wilson - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/182348546/person/282385563757/media/b68c6dee-c905-4384-a1f7-
946849f852c5 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/182348546/person/282385563757/media/b68c6dee-c905-4384-a1f7-946849f852c5
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/182348546/person/282385563757/media/b68c6dee-c905-4384-a1f7-946849f852c5
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/182348546/person/282385563757/media/b68c6dee-c905-4384-a1f7-946849f852c5
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Marriage on 29 Dec 1924 in King Co. WA - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/83675469_da223305-
916c-4e9d-bf4e-58fd3dfb31d3?pId=2680662 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/83675469_da223305-916c-4e9d-bf4e-58fd3dfb31d3?pId=2680662
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/83675469_da223305-916c-4e9d-bf4e-58fd3dfb31d3?pId=2680662
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Obituary of Hesba Griggs Wilson – “The Columbian” (Vancouver WA) Sunday 19 Mar 1995 

p 4 
 

 
“Bellingham (WA) Herald” Saturday 18 Sep 1920 p 6 
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“Seattle (WA) Union Record” Wednesday 31 Dec 1924 p 23 

 
Father: 
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WA death record of William Robert Wilson - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/7108218:6716 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7108218:6716
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7108218:6716
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Obituary of his paternal grandmother Martha Lyons Wilson – “Vancouver (WA) Weekly 

Columbian” Friday 17 Mar 1899 p 3 
 

 
“The Columbian” (Vancouver WA) Tuesday 16 Oct 1934 p 8 
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“The Columbian” (Vancouver WA) Wednesday 1 Jan 1936 p 2 
 
 

Mother: 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/97368552:2378 

 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q5Q7-G6G8 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/97368552:2378
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q5Q7-G6G8
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WA death record of mother Mary Ellen (Nellie) Thomas Wilson - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-67DW-CB3?i=2365 
 

Siblings: 
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WA death record of sister Mary Wilson Kissell (1882-1961) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/166916:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=a6b054abe66f6889d503c293d28aa890&

_phsrc=hFB69941&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/166916:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=a6b054abe66f6889d503c293d28aa890&_phsrc=hFB69941&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/166916:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=a6b054abe66f6889d503c293d28aa890&_phsrc=hFB69941&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/166916:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=a6b054abe66f6889d503c293d28aa890&_phsrc=hFB69941&_phstart=successSource


20 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/41168:70762?tid=&pid=&queryId=c88ace67cfe5819d6892dcf83408dce6&_
phsrc=hFB69947&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7630266:60901 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/41168:70762?tid=&pid=&queryId=c88ace67cfe5819d6892dcf83408dce6&_phsrc=hFB69947&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/41168:70762?tid=&pid=&queryId=c88ace67cfe5819d6892dcf83408dce6&_phsrc=hFB69947&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/41168:70762?tid=&pid=&queryId=c88ace67cfe5819d6892dcf83408dce6&_phsrc=hFB69947&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7630266:60901
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OR death record of brother Charles Wilson (1885-1937) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/497445:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=e3eb2b536f9e9f014555a0aa454a49c2&_

phsrc=hFB69950&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/497445:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=e3eb2b536f9e9f014555a0aa454a49c2&_phsrc=hFB69950&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/497445:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=e3eb2b536f9e9f014555a0aa454a49c2&_phsrc=hFB69950&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/497445:61675?tid=&pid=&queryId=e3eb2b536f9e9f014555a0aa454a49c2&_phsrc=hFB69950&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage of Charles Wilson to Josephine Seman/Seaman on 21 Jan 1926 in Klickitat Co. WA 

- https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1257001:2378?tid=&pid=&queryId=00e710ed97277460179ed1441ce0af5c&

_phsrc=hFB69959&_phstart=successSource 
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WA marriage record of brother Robert Lorenzo Wilson (1888-1972) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1055277556:2378 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1055277556:2378
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/68118575:3693 
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Marriage of brother Michael Warren Wilson (1891-    ) to Florence LaPine Henry on 17 Jan 
1921 in Vancouver, Clark WA - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/4402059:2378?tid=&pid=&queryId=5c3e44085d68d73b23c4153e6f61a97b&
_phsrc=hFB69962&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4402059:2378?tid=&pid=&queryId=5c3e44085d68d73b23c4153e6f61a97b&_phsrc=hFB69962&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4402059:2378?tid=&pid=&queryId=5c3e44085d68d73b23c4153e6f61a97b&_phsrc=hFB69962&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4402059:2378?tid=&pid=&queryId=5c3e44085d68d73b23c4153e6f61a97b&_phsrc=hFB69962&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10476996:1002 
 
 
 

 
OR death record of Michael Warren Wilson - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/888667:61675 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10476996:1002
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/888667:61675
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/888667:61675
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OR death record of Florence Izette LaPine/Lapean - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/701807:61675 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/701807:61675
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The Bonneville Dam, 40 miles east of Portland OR, on the Columbia River - 

https://www.nwp.usace.army.mil/bonneville/ 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  William Oscar Wilson 
Name variations:  nickname: “Tad”  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private  
Serial number:  250,907 
Entered service from:  Vancouver, Clark WA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William O. Wilson 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father W.R. Wilson, RR 6, Vancouver WA 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: William O. Wilson 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Nellie Wilson, RFD #6, Vancouver WA, pvt, 18th 
Co., 20th Engrs 
World War I draft registration (1917): as William Oscar Wilson - b. 4 Jul 1894 Vancouver 
WA; res: RFD 6, Vancouver WA. Single. Logger, Watson Bro. Co., Independence WA. Tall & 
slender. 
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World War II draft registration (1942):  as William Oscar Wilson - b. 4 Jul 1894 Clark Co. 
WA; res:  Box 185, Bonneville WA. NOK Mary Kissell, 1554 N. Jessup St., Portland OR. [his 
sister] With US Army Engineers, Bonneville OR, Pittock Block. “deformed thumb on right 
hand” – Height: 5’10 ½” – 160 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  8 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  11 Jun 1919  
Address:  Vancouver WA 
Rank/unit:    private, Billeting Detachment 2 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   4 Jul 1894 Vancouver, Clark WA  
Died: 14 Jun 1982 Clark Co. WA    
Find A Grave record: 36454221 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Portland, Multnomah OR 
Cemetery:  Willamette National 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Pvt US Army WWI 
 
Father:  William Robert Wilson, 11 Nov 1859 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 8 Oct 1934 
Vancouver, Clark WA. Son of Robert Wilson (b. NJ) & Martha Lyons (b. Ireland). Buried in 
Mother Joseph Catholic Cemetery (referred to by its alternative name of St. James Acres in 
his WA death record), Vancouver, Clark WA, but not on Find A Grave as of 6 Aug 2023. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Mary Ellen (Nellie/Helen) Thomas Wilson, 5 Feb 1860 Yreka, Siskiyou CA – 25 Sep 
1931 Vancouver, Clark WA. Some of her children’s records list her maiden name as 
Thomas (once as Thoms) & others as McIntosh. Her WA death certificate lists her father as 
Harmon Thomas (b. ME) & mother as Mollie Jones (b. KY). The Tuscania sank on her 58th 
birthday. She is buried in Mother Joseph Catholic Cemetery (referred to by its alternative 
name of St. James Acres on her WA death record), Vancouver, Clark WA. 
Find A Grave:  116004157 
Parents’ marriage:  17 Feb 1882 Clark Co. WA 
 
Spouse: Hesba Emily Griffs Wilson, 22 Dec 1897 Seattle, King WA – 16 Mar 1995 Eatonville, 
Pierce WA. Daughter of Alvin Augustus Griggs & Julia Ann Hess. She was a teacher. Her 
Find A Grave record lists her as a “ssgt” in the US Army. Buried in Willamette National 
Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah OR. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  1333740 
Marriage: 29 Dec 1924 King Co. WA 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  
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• Mary Martha Wilson Kissell, 16 Nov 1882 WA – 20 Aug 1961 Portland, Multnomah 
WA. Married in 1904 in Multnomah Co. OR to John Ogden Kissell (1869-1940, F: 
160344196). Buried in Riverview Abbey Mausoleum & Crematory, Portland, 
Multnomah OR. F: 160344205 

• Charles Wilson, 19 Nov 1885 Yacolt, Clark WA – 27 Jan 1937 Portland, Multnomah 
OR. Served as a cook in the 20th Engineers in WWI. Married Josephine 
Seman/Seaman on 21 Jun 1926 in Goldendale, Klckitat WA. Listed as divorced on 
his OR death certificate. Railroad engineer. Died of diabetes mellitus in the 
Veterans Administration facility. Buried in Park Hill Cemetery, Vancouver, Clark WA 
but not on Find A Grave as of 6 Aug 2023. 

• Robert Lorenzo Wilson, 28 Apr 1888 [1890 in 1900 census] Yacolt, Clark WA – Dec 
1972.    Married Ellen Minnie Hoff (1888-1975, F: 74104709) when he was age 22 & 
she age 21, on 14 Jun 1910 in Vancouver, Clark WA. Ellen was born in MN to Hans 
Hoff & Annie Durdorff, both born Norway. In the 1940 census, Robert & Ellen lived in 
Cascade, Valley ID where he was a peace officer. Buried with Ellen in Margaret 
Cemetery, Cascade, Valley ID. F: 74104710 

• Michael Warren Wilson, 20 Nov 1891 Vancouver, Clark WA – 22 Dec 1970 St. 
Helens, Columbia WA. Married on 17 Jan 1921 in Vancouver, Clark WA to Florence 
Izetta/Izette LaPine (Lapean) Henry. It was his 1st marriage & she had been divorced. 
Florence was the daughter of Albert LaPine/Lapean & Delphine Bashaw, born 21 
Feb 1892 in Arkansaw, Pepin WI. She died 10 Mar 1965 & is buried in Wilhelm’s 
Portland Memorial Mausoleum, Portland, Multnomah OR but is not on Find A Grave 
as of 7 Aug 2023. – On his WWII draft registration, he is reported having an artificial 
left eye. His brother William was the informant on his WA death record. Buried in 
Yankton Hillcrest Cemetery, St. Helens, Columbia WA. F: 42594253 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Harney, Clark Co. WA 
William R. Wilson, 40 CA, Nov 1859, father b. NJ, mother b. Ireland, married 18 years, 
butcher 
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Nellie, 40 CA, Feb 1860, father b. ME, mother b. VA, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Mary, 17 WA, Nov 1882, at school 
Charles, 14 WA, Nov 1885, at school 
Robert, 12 WA, Apr 1890, at school 
Michael W., 7 WA, Nov 1891 
William, 5 WA, Jul 1894  
 
1910 Vancouver Heights, Clark WA – St. John’s Rd. 
William R. Wilson, 50 CA, father b. NJ, mother b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, married 28 years, 
butchering 
Mary E., 50 CA, father b. ME, mother b. KY, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are 
living 
Mike W., 18 WA, farmer, farm 
William, 15 WA, farmer, farm 
 
1920 Minnehaha, Clark Co. WA 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/71193641:6061?tid=&pid=&queryId=87e5fef8daaaa3d42eea23c0365702f3&
_phsrc=hFB69971&_phstart=successSource 
William Wilson, 60 CA, father b. NJ, mother b. Ireland, farmer, general farm 
Helen, 59 CA, father b. ME, mother b. VA 
Charles, 35 WA, single, fireman, locomotive 
William, 26 WA, single, laborer, ship yard 
Mike, 29 WA, single, steel worker, ship yard 
 
1930 Beaverton, Washington Co. OR – Broadway St. 
William Wilson, 32 WA, parents b. CA, age 27 at 1st marriage, carpenter, bridge carpenter, 
WWI veteran 
Hesba, 29 WA, father b. IL, mother b. KS, teacher, public school 
 
1940 North Bonneville, Skamania WA – 2nd St.- in 1935 in San Francisco, San Francisco CA 
William Wilson, 44 WA, rigger, US Engineers  
Hesba, 41 WA 
 
1950 Skamania Co. WA 
William O. Wilson, 55 WA, crane operator, Bonneville Dam 
Hesba E., 52 WA, teaching 6th grade, teacher [wife] 
Donna Fisher, 17 WA [niece] 
 


