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TUSCANIA 
 

Wills, James Irvin 
1887 MO – 1960 

 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-136F-
C?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW712-HKZM 

 
Life: 
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“Bartlesville (OK) Morning Examiner” Saturday 15 Sep 1917 p 5 
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"Independence (KS) Daily Reporter" Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 6  
 

 
"Coffeyville (KS) Daily Journal" Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1  

 

 
"Independence (KS) Daily Reporter" Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
"Bartlesville (OK) Morning Examiner" Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 3 
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"Caney (KS) Chronicle" Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1 – the “brother” is actually James’s half-

brother Arthur T. Wills  
  

Wife: 
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“Caney (KS) News" Friday 25 Aug 1922 p 4  
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Marriage 7 Feb 1923 Bartlesville OK - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/64364659:61379 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/64364659:61379
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/64364659:61379
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/63212980:3693 

 

 
“Wichita (KS) Beacon” Tuesday 28 Feb 1956 p 8 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/63212980:3693
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Article continues 



9 
 

 
 

 
“Wichita (KS) Beacon” Tuesday 1 Nov 1966 p 19 

 

 
Esther’s sister Nellie - “Wichita (KS) Beacon” Friday 12 Sep 1975 p 13 
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Esther Potter Gains Wills married Ralph Trimble 6 Nov 1951 Mountain Home, Baxter AR - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/91128187:61775?tid=&pid=&queryId=e7c0ac08e4b3f2dcbbc28c3d9f89081
e&_phsrc=hFB69875&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91128187:61775?tid=&pid=&queryId=e7c0ac08e4b3f2dcbbc28c3d9f89081e&_phsrc=hFB69875&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91128187:61775?tid=&pid=&queryId=e7c0ac08e4b3f2dcbbc28c3d9f89081e&_phsrc=hFB69875&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91128187:61775?tid=&pid=&queryId=e7c0ac08e4b3f2dcbbc28c3d9f89081e&_phsrc=hFB69875&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900183574:61371 
 

 
“Sedan (KS) Republican” Wednesday 12 Nov 1890 p 3 

 
 

 
Her mother? Sedan KS is in Chautauqua Co. KS – “Sedan (KS) Freeman’s Lance” Thursday 

29 May1902 p 1 
 
 

 
Death of mother – “Coffeyville (KS) Daily Journal” Wednesday 8 Mar 1922 p 4 

 

 
“Wichita (KS) Eagle” Friday 15 Nov 1985 p 6 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900183574:61371
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Stepson: 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/36792847:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=cf2527ea55d6c556eb1e69047e2dd6a
d&_phsrc=hFB69842&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/36792847:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=cf2527ea55d6c556eb1e69047e2dd6ad&_phsrc=hFB69842&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/36792847:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=cf2527ea55d6c556eb1e69047e2dd6ad&_phsrc=hFB69842&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/36792847:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=cf2527ea55d6c556eb1e69047e2dd6ad&_phsrc=hFB69842&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3323633:2375 

 

 
Obituary of Floyd Julian Gains – “Wichita (KS) Beacon” Monday 7 Jan 1980 p 15 

 
 
 

Father: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3323633:2375
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“Caney (KS) News” Friday 9 Apr 1915 p 6 

 
 
 

The obituary of George Washington Wills appeared in 

the "Caney Chronicle" (Caney KS), on 9 April 1915 on p. 

4. 

 

The aged father of A.T. Willis [Arthur T.] has died. Arthur 

is known as the "apple man" locally. 
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A.T. visited his father in Missouri, and finding him old 

(over 65) and in poor health, he decided to bring his 

father, and his father's wife and son to live with him in 

Caney. Preparations were made but it was too late. 

G.W. died of complications of diseases of the throat, 

heart & lungs on Saturday, 3 April 1915.  

 

The funeral was held 4 April 1915 at the Methodist 

Church, with interment in Sunnyside Cemetery. The full 

text of the obituary was read at his funeral.  

 

George Washington Wills, the oldest son of Thomas & 

Barbara Wills, was born in Nicholas County KY on 26 

June 1894 [tombstone reads 6 June]. He moved with his 

parents to Montgomery County IN in 1863. In 1869 the 

family moved to Henry County MO. He professed his 

faith in Christ at age 19 and joined the Methodist 

Episcopal Church at Clinton MO, where he was still a 

member at the time of his death. 

 

He married Miss Adeline Wright in April 1873. They had 

three children: Willie (died at age 4), A.T. Wills (Caney 

KS) and Mrs. Selethia [sic/Seletia] Slack (Tulsa OK). 

Adeline died 31 Mar 1881. 

 

He married Miss Kate Meeks of Norris MO on 14 July 

1885. [Their marriage license spells her name 

Catharine.] George & Kate had three children: James 

Wills (Weiser ID), Mrs. Barbara Lair (Lone Rock IA) & 

Eugene Wills (Caney KS). Eugene came here with his 

parents from their home on a farm near Vista MO to live 

with A.T. 

 

G.W. died at the home of his son A.T. Wills in Caney KS 

on 3 April 1915 at 1 p.m., at the age of 68 years, 8 

months, 27 days. He is survived by his widow and six 

children, plus three sisters & 1 brother: Mrs. Amanda 

Paxton (Harrison AR), Mrs. Julia Ragland (Harrison AR), 

Thomas Wills (Harrison AR) & Mrs. Fannie Drake 

(Center View MO).  

Contributor: Islay (48898746)  

https://www.findagrave.com/user/profile/48898746
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Siblings: 

 

 

 

View Memorial  

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/113476378
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AZ death record of sister Barbara Jane Wills Lair (1890-1915) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/155740:8704 
 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/155740:8704
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TX prison record of Eugene ? - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/223076:2143?tid=1983314&pid=362312949941&queryId=00a5f9c71bc7ab5
cf444233e201aacb3&_phsrc=hFB69829&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/7963665:5180?tid=1983314&pid=362312949941&queryId=00a5f9c71bc7ab
5cf444233e201aacb3&_phsrc=hFB69830&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/223076:2143?tid=1983314&pid=362312949941&queryId=00a5f9c71bc7ab5cf444233e201aacb3&_phsrc=hFB69829&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/223076:2143?tid=1983314&pid=362312949941&queryId=00a5f9c71bc7ab5cf444233e201aacb3&_phsrc=hFB69829&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/223076:2143?tid=1983314&pid=362312949941&queryId=00a5f9c71bc7ab5cf444233e201aacb3&_phsrc=hFB69829&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7963665:5180?tid=1983314&pid=362312949941&queryId=00a5f9c71bc7ab5cf444233e201aacb3&_phsrc=hFB69830&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7963665:5180?tid=1983314&pid=362312949941&queryId=00a5f9c71bc7ab5cf444233e201aacb3&_phsrc=hFB69830&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7963665:5180?tid=1983314&pid=362312949941&queryId=00a5f9c71bc7ab5cf444233e201aacb3&_phsrc=hFB69830&_phstart=successSource
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“Lincoln Heights Bulletin-News” (Los Angeles CA) Thursday 3 Aug 1961 p 17 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/752263:61775 
 

 
 
“San Bernardino (CA) County Sun” Tuesday 6 Jul 1954 p 23 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/740102:5186 
 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name:  James Irvin Wills 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private  
Serial number:  250,905 
Entered service from:  Caney, Montgomery KS 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  James I. Wills 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Kate Wills, Caney KS 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: James I. Wills 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Kate Wills, N. Wood St., Coney KS (pvt, 18th 
Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
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World War I draft registration (1917): as James Irvin Wills - b. 8 Apr 1887 Clinton MO; res: 
Bartlesville, Washington OK. Single. Dependent mother. Teamster, Prairie Oil & Gas Co., 
Bartlesville OK. Claimed exemption from draft: “dependence” [sic/dependents] Tall & 
stout 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as James I. Wills - b. 8 Apr 1887 Clinton MO; res: 
3020 N. Fairview, Wichita, Sedgwick KS. NOK Bentley Burr, 3038 N. Fairview, Wichita KS. 
No employment. Height: 5’11” – 214 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  19 Sep 1917 
Discharged: 12 Jun 1919  
Address:  36 Marguerite St., Bartlesville OK 
Rank/unit:    private, 18th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 8 Apr 1887 Clinton, Henry MO  
Died: 3 Aug 1960 (location?)   
Find A Grave record: 78639527 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Caney, Montgomery KS 
Cemetery:  Sunnyside 
Tombstone: veteran symbol on tombstone 
 
Father: George Washington Wills, 6 Jun 1849 Nicholas Co. KY – 3 Apr 1915 Caney, 
Montgomery KS. Son of Thomas & Barbara Wills. Moved from KY with his parents to 
Montgomery Co. IN in 1863, then in 1869 to Henry Co. MO.   
First married to Sophinah Adeline Wright in Apr 1873. They had 3 children: Willie (died at 
age 4), Arthur T. & Seletia.  She died 31 Mar 1881. 
His next marriage was to Catharine/Catherine Kate Meeks in 1885. They had 3 children: 
James, Barbara & Eugene. 
Arthur visited his father in KS & finding him in poor health, took George home to live with 
him at his farm near Vista MO, where George died at age 68. He was survived by his widow 
& 6 children. 
Buried in Sunnyside Cemetery, Caney, Montgomery KS. 
Find A Grave:  113476378 
 
Mother: Catherine (Kate) Meeks Wills, Mar 1862 MO – 1924 Caney, Montgomery KS. 
Daughter of Josiah Meeks (1842-1862, F: 104195958) & Cynthia Jane Cummins (1837-
1914), who later married William K. Hornberer/Hornbarger Sr. (spelling varies in sources). 
Kate was born 7 months before her father, serving in the Confederate States of America 
Army, 6th Regiment, MO Infantry, died 9 Oct 1862 in Corinth, Perry MS of wounds received 
in the Battle of Corinth on 3 Oct 1862.  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  14 Jul 1885 Henry Co. MO – G.W. Wills 
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Spouse: Esther Irene Potter Gains Wills Trimble, 2 Jan 1903 KS – 14 Nov 1985.  
Her father was George Potter, b. Jun 1866 Canada. Her mother was Anna Watts, born Jun 
1866 KS (also found as MO). Her parents married 2 Nov 1890 in Chautauqua Co. KS. Anna 
Potter died at age 54 in Mar 1922 & is buried in Sunnyside Cemetery, Caney, Montgomery 
KS, F: 113477696. 
Sued John Gains for divorce on 18 Jul 1922 in KS. Their son, Floyd Julian Gains, had been 
born 30 Jun 1921 in OK. 
Married James Irvin Wills in 1923. 
At age 46 (so listed), Esther Potter (so listed) married Ralph Trimble, age 45, b. AR, defense 
worker, on 6 Nov 1951 in Mountain Home, Baxter AR.  
This may be Ralph H. Trimble, b. 23 Jan 1908 Advance, Baxter AR, son of Robert Harrison 
Trimble & Margaret Ett Rambo, who died 16 Jun 1993 in Gassville, Baxter AR. He is buried in 
Burnt School House Cemetery, Lone Rock, Baxter AR, F: 39062375. He had been married 
from 1928-1943 to Jewell Beavers. He was arrested for moonshining in Dec 1954 in 
Mountain Home, Baxter AR. 
In the 1952 Kechi KS census, Esther I. Trimble lives at 3020 Wellington Place. There are 4 in 
her family. At 3015 Wellington Place lives Herbert H. Trimble, with 14 in his family. 
In the 1959 Kechi KS city directory, Esther I. Trimble lives at 3051 N. Market in Kechi. 
Died with surname Trimble, being mentioned in her son Floyd’s obituary in Jan 1980 as his 
surviving mother, Mrs. Esther Trimble of Wichita KS.  
Buried in Wichita Park Cemetery & Mausoleum, Wichita, Sedgwick KS. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  202276133 
Marriage: 7 Feb 1923 Bartlesville, Washington Co. OK 
 
Children: 
 
Stepchild: 

• Floyd Julian Gains, 30 Jun 1921 Pawhuska OK. – 5 Jan 1980. In the 1940 census & in 
the WWII draft, Floyd is listed as Floyd Gains Wills. Husband of Mary Ann (1916-
1993, F: 5664216). Her surname not located. Married 12 Mar 1955. Buried in Kechi 
Township Cemetery, Park City, Sedgwick KS. F: 5664222. 

 
Siblings:  

• Barbara Jane Wills Lair, Aug 1890 MO – 8 Apr 1922 Maricopa Co. AZ. Mrs. Barbara 
Lair was a resident of Lone Rock IA in Apr 1915 when her father died. Married Daniel 
Ebeneezer Lair (1884-1959, F: 58876287) on 24 Dec 1911 in Osceola, St. Clair MO. 
She died of tuberculosis 15 miles west of Phoenix AZ leaving her husband & 2 young 
children. Buried in Greenwood Memory Lawn Cemetery, Phoenix, Maricopa AZ. F: 
194779650 

• Eugene Grant Wills, 22 Feb 1896 Clinton, Henry MO – 29 Jul 1961 Los Angeles Co. 
CA. When he registered for the WWI draft in 1917, he was a smelter worker at 
American Zinc Co., Caney KS & reported he had a “crippled foot.”  In 1942 when he 
registered for the WWII draft, he was employed at the Person Hotel in Phoenix, 
Maricopa AZ.  His marriages apparently include 1) 15 Dec 1942 Howard Co. AR to 
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Mary Elizabeth Mower. He was a resident of Phoenix, Maricopa AZ, age 46. 2) 1954 
in San Bernardino Co. CA to Ila Mae Jarvis. 3) in Los Angeles Co. CA on 3 Mar 1959 
to Ivadell E. Brown (who survived him). According to his obituary, Eugene is buried in 
Valhalla Cemetery, North Hollywood, Los Angeles CA but is not on Find A Grave as 
of 3 Aug 2023. 

 
Half-siblings: by his father’s 1st marriage, to 

• Willie Wills. Died at age 4. 
• Arthur T. (“Artie”) Wills, 26 Jul 1876 Clinton, Henry MO – 1961 Caney, Montgomery 

KS.  Husband of Daisy Ann Allison (1878-1947, F: 55574369), daughter of 
Henderson A. Allison & Menerva J. Martin. Arthur & Daisy are buried in Sunnyside 
Cemetery, Caney, Montgomery KS. F: 55574385 

• Seletia Wills Slack, 6 Dec 1878 – 29 Aug 1967. Wife of James F. Slack (d. 20 Jun 1948 
OK, also buried in Rose Hill Memorial Park, F: 10187099), a veteran of the Spanish-
American War. Seletia Slack is buried in Rose Hill Memorial Park, Tulsa, Tulsa OK. F: 
77662048 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
1939 Wichita KS city directory:  
As Jas. I. WELLS, wife Esther I., laborer, resident of 3020 Fairview Ave. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 512-05-2740 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Doyal, St. Clair MO 
George Wills, 48 KY, Jun 1851, parents b. KY, married 15 years, farmer 
Kate, 38 MO, Mar 1862, father b. IL, mother b. TN, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
James, 13 MO, Apr 1887, day laborer 
Barbara, 10 MO, Aug 1890, at school 
Eugene, 4 MO, Feb 1896 
 
1900 Hendricks, Chautauqua KS – his future wife’s family; Esther not yet born 
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George Potter, 33 Canada, Jun 1866, parents b. England, emigrated 1867, in US for 32 
years, naturalized, married 9 years, blacksmith 
Anna, 33 KS, Jun 1866, parents b. MO, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Nellie, 8 KS, Aug 1891 
Willie, 7 KS [here identified as son] 
May, 2 Oklahoma Territory 
 
1910 Doyal, St. Clair MO 
George Wills, 56 KY, father b. VA, mother b. KY, in 2nd marriage, married 25 years, farmer, 
home farm 
Kate, 48 MO, father b. IL, mother b. TN, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
James, 23 MO, single, farm laborer, working out 
Barbara, 19 MO 
Eugene, 14 MO 
& mother-in-law Cynthia Hornburger [Hornbarger], 72 TN, father b. KY, mother b. TN, 
widow, own income 
 
1910 Hendricks, Chautauqua KS – his future wife 
Ann Potter, 42 KS, parents b. MO, widow, gave birth to 4 children, 3 are living, occupation: 
serving 
Willie, 18 KS [daughter] 
William H., 16 KS [son] 
Mamie, 12 KS [daughter] 
Esther, 7 KS [daughter] 
[for the children: father b. Canada, mother b. KS] 
 
1915 KS state census – Hendricks, Chautauqua KS – his future wife 
Anna Potter, 34 
May, 17 
Esther, 12 
 
1920 Caney, Montgomery KS 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/86693692:6061?tid=1983314&pid=362312949939&queryId=fc11891086f3b3
16edd228660a36e376&_phsrc=hFB69839&_phstart=successSource 
Kate WALES, 60 TN, father b. IL,, mother b. TN, widow 
James I., 32 MO, single, father b. KY, mother b. TN, labor, smelter 
Eugene, 23 MO, single, father b. KY, mother b. TN, labor, smelter 
& housekeeper Ella Button, 46 IL, widow 
& Ella’s daughter Evelyn Button, 8 OK 
 
1920 Caney, Montgomery KS – his future wife 
Annie Potter, 52 MO, parents b. MO, widow, dressmaker, own house 
Esther, 17 KS, father b. Canada, mother b. MO 



28 
 

 
1930 Kechi, Sedgwick KS – Armstrong Ave. Rd. 
James Wills, 42 MO, father b. KY, mother b. MO, age 35 at 1st marriage, odd job laborer, 
WWI veteran 
Esther, 27 KS, age 17 at 1st marriage (so not to James), father b. England, mother b. US 
[wife] 
Floyd J. Gaines, 8 OK, father b. MO, mother b. KS [stepson] 
 
1940 Kechi, Sedgwick KS – 3020 W. 29th – same place in 1935 
James I. Wills, 53 MO, laborer, W.P.A. 
Esther, 47 KS [wife] 
Floyd WILLS, 18 OK [son] 
 
1950 Caney, Montgomery KS 
James I. Wills, 63 MO, divorced, farmer, farm 
 


