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TUSCANIA 
 

Wilis, Robert Maxwell 
1893 VA – 1966 VA 
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Obituary of Robert Maxwell Willis - “Culpeper (VA) Star-Exponent” Monday 12 Sep 1966 p 1 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-13MX-

B?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7NM-6R2M 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006073_

0145-00463?pId=751890359 

 
      Life: 
 
 



4 
 



5 
 



6 
 

 
Graduate of Lignum High School 1911 – sister Florence played the piano – brother Edgar 

graduated o 8th grade “Fredericksburg (VA) Daily Star” Wednesday 14 Jun 1911 p 2 
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“Virginian-Pilot” (Norfolk News VA) Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 

 



8 
 

 
“Fredericksburg (VA) Free Lance-Star” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Fredericksburg (VA) Daily Star” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 3 

 

 
“Fredericksburg (VA) Daily Star” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Baltimore Sun” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 8 
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“Roanoke (VA) Times” Monday 27 Jul 1925 p 3 
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Robert is pallbearer for his paternal grandmother – “Fredericksburg (VA) Free Lance-Star” 

Friday 11 Jan 1929 p 1 
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“Portsmouth (VA) Star” Sunday 5 May 1929 p 14 
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“Richmond (VA) Times-Dispatch” Saturday 22 Jan 1938 p 14 
 

 
“Fredericksburg (VA) Free Lance-Star” Wednesday 14 Aug 1940 p 9 

 

 
“Fredericksburg (VA) Free Lance-Star” Saturday 13 Sep 1941 p 4 
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Robert returns from war – his sister Mary Hart Willis – 50 years earlier – “Culpeper (VA) 

Star-Exponent” Monday 30 Jun 1969 p 3 
 
 
 
 

Wife Bertha Frances Peifer 
 
    

 
“Washington (DC) Herald” Sunday 22 Jan 1922 p 13 
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“Fredericksburg (VA) Daily Star” Monday 22 May 1922 p 4 

 
 

 
 

Bertha’s surname misspelled as PIEFER - "Washington (DC) Evening Star" Sunday 28 May 
1922 p 22 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/332710107/ 

 
 

 

 
“Richmond (VA) Times-Dispatch” Sunday 6 Aug 1922 p 40 
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“Fredericksburg (VA) Daily Star” Monday 7 Aug 1922 p 1 

 
 
 

Wife Mary Alice McNeil: 
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“Richmond (VA) Times-Dispatch” Saturday 11 Jun 1938 p 13 
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Marriage of Robert Maxwell Willis to 2nd wife, Mary Alice McNeil – 10 Jun 1928 Richmond VA 

- https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/11828636:9279?tid=&pid=&queryId=4a150f81b8cd3de5f5d09c9f9b8fd4a7&

_phsrc=hFB69812&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/11828636:9279?tid=&pid=&queryId=4a150f81b8cd3de5f5d09c9f9b8fd4a7&_phsrc=hFB69812&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/11828636:9279?tid=&pid=&queryId=4a150f81b8cd3de5f5d09c9f9b8fd4a7&_phsrc=hFB69812&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/11828636:9279?tid=&pid=&queryId=4a150f81b8cd3de5f5d09c9f9b8fd4a7&_phsrc=hFB69812&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage of Robert and Mary – “Staunton (VA) Daily News Leader” Saturday 11 Jun 1938 p 3 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9277/images/44187_162028006054_
0520-00015?pId=8008941 
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“Culpeper (VA) Star-Exponent” Friday 15 Feb 1974 p 3 

 
 

Daughter: 
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25 
 

 
 

Marriage of Anne Gordon Willis – “Richmond (VA) Times Dispatch” Sunday 3 Aug 1952 p 54 
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Anne Gordon Willis, senior, VA State Teachers College 1947 yearbook - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/154403839:1265 

 
 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/769670:9277?ssrc=pt&tid=18821705&pid=290176780709 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/769670:9277?ssrc=pt&tid=18821705&pid=290176780709
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/769670:9277?ssrc=pt&tid=18821705&pid=290176780709
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/27589305:9279 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/27589305:9279
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2097063:9280 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2097063:9280
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VA death record of Anne Gordon Willis Holden - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/4754734:9278 
 

Father: 
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Obituary of father Edgar Oswald Willis Sr. – “Richmond (VA) Times Dispatch” Tuesday 4 Jan 

1949 p 6 
 
 
 
 

Mother: 
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VA death record of Sarah/Sallie Gordon Willis – claiming she is widowed - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43004_162028006051_
0012-00508?pId=129081 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43004_162028006051_0012-00508?pId=129081
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43004_162028006051_0012-00508?pId=129081
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/18821705/person/290176423887/facts 
 
  
 

Stepmother: 
 

 
Lelia Lewis Spotswood Willis – Find A Grave 61979217 
 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Brother Addison Gordon Willis (1887-1964) at far left – Find A Grave 32581857 
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Obituary of Addison Gordon Willis Sr. – “Hanover (PA) Evening Star” Monday 16 Nov 1964 p 
16 
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Marriage of Addison Gordon Willis to Lucy Herndon Willis – “Washington (DC) Herald” 
Sunday 5 Dec 1920 p 2 
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VA death record of sister Florence Lee Willis White (1889-1977) – from car accident injuries 
- 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006054_
0352-00159?pId=751379053 
 

 
“Fredericksburg (VA) Daily Star” Saturday 3 Feb 1923 p 1 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006054_0352-00159?pId=751379053
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006054_0352-00159?pId=751379053
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VA death record of brother Edgar Oswald Willis Jr. (1896-1977) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006073_
0189-00148?pId=751910540 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006073_0189-00148?pId=751910540
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006073_0189-00148?pId=751910540
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Obituary of Edgar Oswald Willis Jr. - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/18821705/person/290176418546/media/c15fa117-1b15-411c-b364-
44a76931570f 
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Marriage of Edgar Oswald Willis Jr. to 2nd wife, Anna Townsend Penny - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9279/images/43067_162028006052_
0717-00021?pId=131056582 
 
 

 
sister Mary Hart Willis Winfrey (1901-1989) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/18821705/person/290176418576/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9279/images/43067_162028006052_0717-00021?pId=131056582
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9279/images/43067_162028006052_0717-00021?pId=131056582
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/18821705/person/290176418576/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/18821705/person/290176418576/facts
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VA death record of sister Mary Hart Willis Winfrey (1901-1989) 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43065_172028008877_
0972-00031?pId=4740487 
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Marriage of sister Sallie Gordon Willis (1903-1985) to Herbert Dillard Green – “Richmond 

(VA) Times-Dispatch” Friday 27 Jun 1930 p 32 
 

 
Sister Josephine Willis (1910-1923) – Find A Grave 61979284 
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VA death record of Sallie Gordon Willis Glenn - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028001249_
0453-00212?pId=751052387 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Robert Maxwell Willis 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private  
Serial number:  250,440 
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Entered service from:  Lignum, Culpeper VA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Robert M. Willis 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father E.O. Willis, Lignum VA 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919, 
Sailed on return ship as: Robert M. Willis 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Edgar O. Willis, Lignum VA (cpl, 16th Co., 20th 
Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Robert Maxwell Willis - b. 2 Sep 1894 Lignum VA; 
res: Lignum, Culpeper VA. Single. Farming & timber business at home, Lignum VA. Medium 
height & build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Robert Maxwell Willis - b. 2 Sep 1893 Culpeper 
VA; res: Culpeper Co. VA. NOK Mrs. Mary McNeil Willis, same address. “scar on left little 
finger” – Height: 5’8 ½” – 155 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  12 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  10 Jun 1919 
Address:  Culpeper VA 
Rank/unit:    corporal, Infantry, 16th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  2 Sep 1893 (WWII draft) or 1894 (WWI draft) Lignum, Culpeper VA (F: Stevensville, 
Culpeper VA) 
Died: 11 Sep 1966 Culpeper, Culpeper Co. VA   
Find A Grave record: 32592524 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Culpeper, Culpeper VA 
Cemetery:  Masonic 
Tombstone: buried as R. Maxwell Willis 
 
Father: Edgar Oswald Willis Sr., 13 Sep 1860 Culpeper Co. VA – 3 Jan 1949 Culpeper, 
Culpeper VA. Son of Absalom Graves Willis & Sarah Lee Gordon. Buried in Lael Cemetery, 
Lignum, Culpeper VA.    
Find A Grave:  61979018 
 
Mother: Sallie (Sarah) Hart Gordon Willis, 5 Jul 1864 Indian Town, Orange VA – 14 Jun 1917 
Richmond City VA. Daughter of John Addison Gordon & Mary Hart Harris. Buried in Lael 
Cemetery, Lignum, Culpeper VA. 
Find A Grave:  61979128 
Parents’ marriage:  15 Mar 1887 Fredericksburg VA 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/18821705/person/290176423887/facts 
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Stepmother: Lelia Lewis Spotswood Willis, 23 Sep 1872 VA – 13 Jan 1967 Lignum, Culpeper 
VA. Daughter of Alexander Dandridge Spotswood & Lucy Harrison Gordon. Descendent of 
an early lieutenant governor of VA. Buried in Lael Cemetery, Lignum, Culpeper VA. 
Stepmother’s Find A Grave: 61979217 
Stepmother’s marriage: 1918 
 
Spouse:  Bertha Frances Peifer Willis, 29 Sep 1899 DuBois, Clearfield PA -28 Dec 1934 
Culpeper, Culpeper VA. Daughter of Sanford Amadeus Peifer & Mary Martha Welliver.  
Buried in Masonic Cemetery, Culpeper, Culpeper VA.   
Spouse Find A Grave:  32592519 
Marriage: 26 Jul 1922 DuBois, Clearfield PA 
 
Spouse: Mary Alice McNeil Willis, 3 Mar 1906 Tazewell Co. VA – 3 Sep 1985 Culpeper, 
Culpeper VA.   
Daughter of Harrvey George Peery McNeil & Ella Octavia Gillespie. Married 10 Jun 1938 
Richmond, Arlington VA. He was the son of Edgar O. Willis & Sallie Gordon, 44, widower, 
wholesale grocery, b. Culpeper Co. VA, res: Culpeper VA - Mary daughter of Harvey G.P. 
McNeil (maiden name same as current name), age 32, b. Tazewell Co. VA, res: Fishersville 
VA. Buried with Robert in Masonic Cemetery, Culpeper, Culpeper VA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  32592522 
Marriage: 10 Jun 1938 Richmond, Arlington VA> 
 
Children: by Bertha Peifer 

• Anne Gordon Willis Holden, 17 Apr 1926 Charlottesville, Albemarle VA – 16 Oct 
1989 Petersburg, Petersburg City VA. Wife of John Gregory Holden (4 Jun 1925 VA – 3 
Dec 1997 SC), whom Anne, age 26, a teacher, married 2 Aug 1952 in Culpeper Co. 
VA. – They divorced 16 Mar 1972 in Petersburg VA. - Anne is buried in Masonic 
Cemetery, Culpeper, Culpeper VA. F: 7030184 

 
Siblings: An additional sibling (besides Jean) died between the 1900 & 1910 censuses.  

• Addison Gordon Willis (Sr.), 18 Dec 1887 Fredericksburg VA – 14 Nov 1964 
Charlottesville, Albemarle VA. Known as A. Gordon Willis. Husband of Lucy 
Herndon Willis (1889-1966, F: 32581892), whose maiden name was also her 
married surname. Lucy was the daughter of Eugene Harrison Willis & Elizabeth 
(Bettie) Young Hiter. Buried in Masonic Cemetery, Culpeper, Culpeper VA. F: 
32581857 

• Florence Lee Willis White, 19 Dec 1889 VA – 11 Apr 1977 Charlottesville, Albemarle 
VA. Wife of Floyd Henshaw White (1892-1963, F: 32592691). Died from receiving 
multiple fractures & a close head injury in a car accident. Buried in Masonic 
Cemetery, Culpeper, Culpeper VA. F: 32592967 

• Jean Cochran Willis, 16 Aug 1891 Culpeper Co. VA – 4 Oct 1904 Culpeper, Culpeper 
VA. She is buried in Lael Cemetery, Lignum, Culpeper VA. F: 61979537 
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• Edgar Oswald Willis Jr., 4 Sep 1896 VA – 21 Dec 1977. Married in 1928 to Mary Bowie 
Martin (1900-1945, F: 32581801), daughter of Arthur Lewis Martin & Sallie B. (Martin) 
Martin. – Married in Fredericksburg VA on 30 Jun 1951 to Anna Townsend Penny 
Rawlings (1898-1994, F:  178751598). Anna Penny, daughter of Dwight Townsend 
Penny & Ida Douglas Gordon, had married Edward G. Rawlings (1897-1947) in 1920. 
Following Edgar Jr.’s death, Anna married Werter Hobson Hurt (1895-1984) in 1979. 
– An automobile dealer. Edgar Jr. is buried in Masonic Cemetery, Culpeper, 
Culpeper VA. F: 32582420 

• Mary Hart Willis Winfred, 18 Feb 1901 VA – 18 Jun 1989 Sperryville, Rappahannock 
VA. Wife of Harris Bolling (H.B.) Winfrey (1897-1969, F: 54914150). Buried in Saint 
Paul’s Episcopal Churchyard, Woodville, Rappahannock VA. F: 54814496 

• Sallie Gordon Willis Glenn, 1903 VA – 25 Sep 1985 Richmond, Henrico VA. Married 
21 Jun 1930 in Culpeper, Culpeper VA to Herbert Willard Glenn (1898-1969, F: 
77308947). VA death record listsd her as a postmaster. Buried in St. Mary’s 
Whitechapel Episcopal Churchyard, Lancaster, Lancaster VA. F: 77308950 

• Josephine Willis, 19 May 1910 VA – 28 Oct 1923. Buried in Lael Cemetery, Lignum, 
Culpeper VA. F: 61979284 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 227-09-0417 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Stevensburg District, Culpeper Co. VA 
E.O. Willis, 39 VA, Sep 1860, parents b. VA, married 13 years, merchant & farmer 
Sallie G., 35 VA, Jul 1864, parents b. VA, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
A.G., 12 VA, Dec 1887 [son Addison Gordon] 
Florance L., 10 VA, Dec 1889 
Jean C., 8 VA, Aug 1891 
R. Maxwell, 6 VA, Sep 1893 
E.O. Jr., 3 VA, Sep 1896 
& mother-in-law M.H. Gordon,77 VA, Sep 1822, parents b. VA, widow, gave birth to 2 
children, 1 is living  
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1910 Stevensburg, Culpeper VA 
E.O. Willis, 49 VA, parents b. VA, in 1st marriage, married 23 years, farmer 
Sallie G., 45 VA, parents b. VA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 8 children, 6 are living 
Florance L., 20 VA 
R.M., 16 VA 
O.E. Jr., 13 VA 
Mary H., 9 VA 
Sallie G., 6 VA 
 
1920 Catalpa, Culpeper VA 
Edgar O. Willis, 59 VA, parents b. VA, listed as married, wholesale grocery 
Florence, 30 VA 
Maxwell, 27 VA, manager, grocery company 
Edgar O., Jr., 24 VA, salesman, trading [not clear] 
Mary Hart, 19 VA 
Sallie Gordon, 16 VA 
Josephine, 9 VA 
[for the children: both parents b. VA} 
 
1930 Catalpa, Culpeper VA 
Maxwell Willis, 36 VA, parents b. VA, age 28 at 1st marriage, manager, wholesale house, 
WWI veteran 
Bertha P., 30 PA, parents b. PA, age 22 at 1st marriage 
Anna G., 4 VA 
 
1940 Catalpa, Culpeper VA – same house in 1935 for Robert & Anna, Mary in rural Culpeper 
Co. VA in 1935 – Robert’s 1st wife has died 
R. Maxwell Willis, 46 VA, manager, wholesale grocery 
Mary Mc. Willis, 34 VA [wife] 
Anna Gordon Willis, 13 VA [daughter] 
 
1950 Catalpa, Culpeper VA 
Robert M. Willis, 5 VA, manager, wholesale grocery 
Mary M., 44 VA, clerical, wholesale grocery 
 


