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TUSCANIA 
 
 

Willis, Howe Douglas 
1891 VA – 1967 NC 

 

 
Howe Douglas Wilson at left – “Charleston (WV) Daily Mail” Sunday 10 Mar 1935 p 4 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHN-13YN-
TNMJ?cc=4231103&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6Z2N-RH73 AND 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6XQ1-D4K4 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6XQ1-D4K4
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-1SYJ-

C?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7F1-QS6Z 
  
 

 



4 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/600451657:1121 
 
from NC death cert: b. 7 Aug 1891 Rapidan VA, father James S. Willis, mother Virginia 
Twyman, wife Edna Earle Moore Willis, of pulmonary embolism, res: 4508 Morgan Ln, New 
Bern, Craven NC, d. Craven County Hospital, married, b. 7 Aug 1891 Rapidan VA, retired 
automobile dealer, WWI vet 
 

 
 

“Culpeper (VA) Star-Exponent” Wednesday 8 Nov 1967 p 3 
 

 
“Culpeper (VA) Star-Exponent” Wednesday 29 Nov 1967 p 3 

 
 

 
“Culpeper (VA) Star-Exponent” Tuesday 28 Nov 1967 p 3 

 
Life: 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/600451657:1121
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"Baltimore Sun” Wednesday 1 Jun 1910, p. 11  

 
 

 
 

 
“Washington (DC) Post” Thursday 16 Jun 1910 p 12 
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"Washington (DC) Evening Star" Sunday 1 Jan 1911 p. 17  
 

 
“Virginian-Pilot” (Norfolk News VA) Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Fredericksburg (VA) Free Lance-Star” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Baltimore Sun” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 8 
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“Fredericksburg (VA) Daily Star” Friday 5 Apr 1918 p 3 
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Orange VA news: "Richmond (VA) Times Dispatch" Sunday 9 Jun 1918 p 30 – 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/827393085/ 
 

 
 
 
 

 
“Charleston (WV) Daily Mail” Friday 3 Apr 1931 p 18 
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“Bluefield (WV) Daily Telegram” Wednesday 10 Aug 1932 p 3 

 

 
“Bluefield (WV) Daily Telegraph” Tuesday 8 May 1934 p 5 

 

 
“Bluefield (WV) Daily Telegraph” Friday 15 Mar 1935 p 12 
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“Charleston (WV) Daily Mail” Friday 22 Mar 1935 p 9 
 

 
 

 
“Charleston (WV) Daily Mail” Sunday 24 Mar 1935 p 4 
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A look back at history – “Culpeper (VA) Star-Exponent” Thursday 10 Jul 1975 p 6 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/966464503/ 
 

 
Wife: 
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Obituary of Edna Earle Moore Willis – “Columbia (SC) State” Sunday 27 Mar 1994 p 23 
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Marriage of Edna Earle Moore to Howe Douglas Wilson (here misspelled as Howard) – 

‘Columbia (SC) Sunday Record” Sunday 21 Aug 1927 p 12 
 

 
“Charleston (WV) Daily Mail” Sunday 12 Apr 1931 p 5 
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Father: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/8184328/person/6059600041/facts 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1677/images/31867_B034411-
00935?pId=538923 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1677/images/31867_B034411-00935?pId=538923
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1677/images/31867_B034411-00935?pId=538923
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Obituary of father James Snydor Willis II – “Washington (DC) Evening Star” Thursday 25 Jan 
1923 p 22 
 

 
Would appear to be a land transfer from James Snydor Willis to his sons, Heber Charles 

and Howe Douglas Willis – “Fredericksburg (VA) Free Lance-Star” Tuesday 3 Feb 1914 p 1 

 
“Fredericksburg (MD) Free Lance-Star” Thursday 27 May 1915 p 2 

 
 

 
 
 

Mother: 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/439909:60214 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/439909:60214
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1902256/person/-
621746151/media/14f4e513-7147-421f-89a4-
0999a18ac8f6?_phsrc=hFB69781&_phstart=successSource 
 

Siblings: 
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Brother Dr. Harry Snydor Willis (1869-1929) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/8184328/person/6122887326/media/65ef71e6-b307-428e-ba1a-
716f731ac4fc 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/8184328/person/6122887326/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/8184328/person/6122887326/media/65ef71e6-b307-428e-ba1a-716f731ac4fc
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/8184328/person/6122887326/media/65ef71e6-b307-428e-ba1a-716f731ac4fc
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/8184328/person/6122887326/media/65ef71e6-b307-428e-ba1a-716f731ac4fc
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/8184328/person/6122887326/facts
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VA death record of Jennie Carter Dettor Jefferis Willis, wife of Harry Snydor Willis - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028001249_
0385-00066?pId=451018765 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028001249_0385-00066?pId=451018765
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028001249_0385-00066?pId=451018765
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VA death record of Lucy Temple Richerson Willis, wife of Howe’s brother Herbert Arthur 
Willis (1871-1937) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/307076:9278 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/307076:9278
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VA death record of Rev. Herbert Arthur Willis - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/600307076:9278?tid=8184328&pid=6059600041&queryId=c6951f4c24eaf8a
755967eb097027186&_phsrc=hFB69783&_phstart=successSource 
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Marriage of brother Dr. Hillary Thomas Willis (1873-1966) - to Annie Elizabeth Willis – 
“Richmond (VA) Times-Dispatch” Thursday 13 Oct 1904 p 5 
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Obituary of Hillary Thomas Willis – “Washington (DC) Evening Star” Friday 14 Sep 1956 p 20 
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VA death record of sister Hasseltine Virginia Willis (1877-1961) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/601881853:9278 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/601881853:9278


31 
 

Obituary of Hasseltine (Hassie) V. Willis “Charleston (WV) Daily Progress” Thursday 13 Jul 
1961 p 20 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C374-N3H3-
1?cc=5000046&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A623N-Q6NB 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1162603:62153?tid=&pid=&queryId=5a8b9956a7d8c0e2129095f74dcc867f
&_phsrc=hFB69794&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C374-N3H3-1?cc=5000046&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A623N-Q6NB
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C374-N3H3-1?cc=5000046&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A623N-Q6NB
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VA death record of brother Heber Charles Willis (1886-1941) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/images/43006_162028006072_
0140-00310?pId=1766579 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name:  Willis, Howe Douglas 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - corporal 
Serial number:  250,437 
Entered service from:  Rapidan, Culpeper VA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Howe D. Willis 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: brother H.C. Willis, Rapidan VA 
Returned from war on: “Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Howe D. Willis 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: brother Heber C. Willis, Rapidan VA (cpl, 16th Co., 20th 
Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Howe Douglas Willis - b. 8 Aug 1891 Orange Co. 
VA; res: Rapidan, Orange VA. Single. Dairy farming for self, Orange Co. VA. Tall & slim. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): as “How” Willis - 438 Stratton St., Logan 
WV 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Howe Douglas Willis - b. 4 Aug 1891 Rapidan VA; 
res: 644 Stratton, Logan, Logan WV. NOK Edna Earle Willis, same address. Mentor (?) 
Chevrolet, self-employed. Height: 5’7 1’2” – 180 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  12 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  10 Jun 1919 
Address:  Logan WV 
Rank/unit:    corporal, Hoboken Casual Co. 596 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  4 (WWI draft) or 5 (Veterans Administration Master Index) or 7 (NC Deaths) or 8 
(WWII draft) Aug 1891 Rapidan, Culpeper (or Orange) VA – but VA birth record reports born 
7 Aug 1890 
Died: 25 Nov 1967 New Bern, Craven NC (of pulmonary embolism, at Craven County 
Hospital)  
Find A Grave record: 184493964 – presence on Tuscania indicated on flower 
Burial location:  Trent Woods, Craven NC 
Cemetery:  New Bern Memorial 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  James Sydnor Willis II, 7 Nov 1843 Spring Hill, Orange VA – 20 Jan 1923 Locust 
Dale, Madison VA, Son of James Sydnor Willis I (1808-1866) & Elizabeth Gordon (1809-
1865). Enlisted in the Army of the Confederate States of America as a private in Co. A, VA 
15th Infantry Regiment. Promoted to corporal 21 May 1863. Promoted to sergeant 1 Jul 
1864. Left the Army “on foot” on 3 Apr 1865.  
His obituary said he was survived by 5 sons – Harry, Herbert, Hillary, Heber & Howe – and 1 
daughter Virginia Hasseltine Willis. 
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Find A Grave:   
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/8184328/person/6059600041/facts 
 
Mother: Virginia Thomas (“Jennie T.”) Twyham Willis, 5 Aug 1848 Locust Dale, Madison VA – 
20 May 1918 Rapidan, Orange VA. Daughter of Isaac & Elizabeth Twyham.  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse: Edna Earle Moore Willis, 12 Jul 1904 Marlboro Co. SC - 25 Mar 1994 Bennettsville, 
Marlboro Co. SC. Daughter of Marvin Moore & Jennie Perry (1884-1977, F: 186656415). 
Graduate of Columbia College, SC. Died at age 89. Buried in Sunset Memorial Park, 
Bennettville, Marlboro SC but not on Find A Grave as of 26 Jul 2023.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 16 Aug 1927 Bennettsville, Marlboro SC. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Harry Snydor Willis, 1 Apr 1869 Locust Dale, Madison VA – 6 Feb 1929 Green 
Springs, Louisa VA. Dr. Willis was a veterinary surgeon. In the 1910 census for 
Taylor, Orange VA, Dr. Harry S. Willis (41 VA, in his 1st marriage) was living with wife 
Gertrude P. (49 VT, parents b. VT, in her 2nd marriage) with a son named Ralph P. 
West (19 DC) & daughter-in-law Gertrude E. West (21 DC). Divorced, Harry was 
married in Washington DC on 26 Jan 1916 to Jennie Carter Dettor Jefferis (1881-
1973, F: 22670484). Jennie was the daughter of William Fiske Dettor & Pattie Ann 
Carter. Her first husband was Dr. Tomas Noval Jefferis (1856-1913), whom she had 
married in 1901. – Cause of death: “Pistol shot wound at frontal region of head 
(Suicide).” Harry & Jennie are buried in Maplewood Cemetery, Gordsonville, Orange 
VA. F: 22670468  

• Herbert Arthur Willis, 3 Apr 1871 VA – 11 Mar 1937 Bluefield, Tazewell VA. A Baptist 
minister. Husband of Lucy temple Richerson (1884-1946, F: 174472679), daughter 
of James Reuben Richerson & Kate Butler. Herbert & Kate married 19 Apr 19006 in 
Sparta, Caroline VA. Buried in Forest Lawn Cemetery & Mausoleum, Henrico Co. 
VA. F: 174746600 

• Hillary Thomas Willis, 3 Jun 1873 Locust Dale, Madison VA – 12 Sep 1956 Riverdale, 
Anne Arundel MD. Dr. Willis was a physician. Married to Annie Elizabeth Willis 
(1875-1967), her married surname being the same as her unmarried surname, F: 
114462940.  They married on 12 Oct 1904 in VA. Both are buried in Fort Lincoln 
Cemetery, Brentwood, Prince George’s Co. MD. F: 114462564 

• Virginia Hasseltine (“Hassie”) Willis, 15 May 1877 Orange Co. VA - 11 Jul 1961 
Gordonsville, Orange VA. Never married. Died of uterine cancer. According to her 
VA death certificate, she was buried in the “Family Cemetery” in Orange Co. VA.  
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• Hayward M. Willis, b. 4 May 1880 Orange Co. VA. Two months old as of the 1880 
census (conducted 14 Jun 1880). 

• Heber Charles Willis, 7 Sep 1886 Rapidan, Culpeper VA– 24 May 1941 Orange Co. 
VA. Wife of Pauline Russell Hardeman (1896-1997), whom he married 12 Nov 1917 
in Washington DC. Pauline was the daughter of Letcher Hardeman (F: 10184396) & 
Adelaide Russell (F: 153976384). A child of Heber & Pauline’s was Heber Charles 
Williams Jr. (1924-2012, F: 84823544, whose biography is on his Find A Grave 
record. According to his VA death certificate, Heber was buried in Orange Co. VA. 

• Son born 11 May 1889 Orange Co. VA? 
 
Notes:  
Newspaper accounts of 1918 indicate that Howe Douglas Willis and fellow Tuscania 
survivor Robert Maxwell Willis were related. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Taylor, Orange VA – conducted 14 Jun 1880 
James S. Willis, 36 VA, parents b. VA, farmer 
Jennie T., 30 VA, parents b. VA, keeps house 
Harry, 11 VA 
Herbert, 9 VA 
Hillary, 7 VA [indexed as Hillasy] 
Hasseltine, 4 VA [reported as son, but she is a daughter] 
Haywood, 2 months VA 
 
1900 Taylor District, Orange VA 
James S. Willis, 55 VA [no month/year], married 31 years, farmer 
Jennie T., 51 VA, Aug 1848, gave birth to 7 children, 6 are living 
Harry S., 37 VA, Apr 1869, single, veterinary surgeon 
Hassie B., 23 VA, May 1877, single 
Heber C., 13 VA, Sep 1886, at school 
Howe D., 9 VA, Aug 1890, at school 
& 2 Black servants: 
Louisa Johnson, 16 VA, parents b. VA cook 
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& Sally A. Johnson, 9 VA, parents b. VA, servant 
 
1910 Taylor, Orange VA – conducted 15 Apr 1910 
James S. Willis, 66 VA, parents b. VA, in 1st marriage, married 43 years, farmer, farm 
Virginia T., 61 VA, parents b. VA, in 1st marriage 
Hassie V., 30 VA, single 
Heber C., 22 VA, single, laborer 
Howe D., 19 VA, single, laborer 
Lucy C. Willis, 74 VA, parents b. VA [sister]  
On the same census page: 
Dr. Harry S. Willis, 41 VA, parents b. VA, in 1st marriage, veterinarian surgeon, country 
practice 
Gertrude P. Willis, 49 VT, parents b. VT, in 2nd marriage, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
[wife]  
Ralph P. West, 19 DC, father b. DC, mother b. VT, [son] 
Gertrude E. West, 21 DC, father b. DC, mother b. VT [daughter-in-law] 
 
1920 Taylor, Orange VA 
Jas. S. Willis, 86 VA, parents b. VA, widowed, farmer, general 
Hassie V., 39 VA, single 
Heber C., 34 VA, married, farmer, dairy 
Howe D., 30 VA, single, farmer, dairy farm 
Gwynn Gratton, 35 MN, divorced, farmer, dairy farm [partner] 
Alma Doss, 10 VA, parents b. VA [adopted] 
Zella (Ella?) Miller, 38 VA, race: Black [servant] 
 
1930 Logan, Logan WV – 299 River Side Dr. 
Howe Willis, 32 VA, parents b. VA, age 30 at 1st marriage, manager, automobile, not a 
veteran 
Edna Willis, 25 SC, parents b. SC, age 23 at 1st marriage, teacher, public school [wife] 
Jean Moore, 14 SC, father b. SC, mother b. NC [sister] 
Vivian Wotring?/Wothing?, 25 WV, father b. VA, mother b. WV, teacher, public school 
[lodger] 
 
1940 Logan, Logan WV – Stratton St. – same house in 1935 
Howe D. WILLISON or Willis, 48 VA, car dealer 
Edna E. Willison, 35 SC [wife] 
Gene Moore, 24 SC, stenographer, car sales place [sister of Edna – phrase is verbatim] 
 
1950 McConnell, Logan WV 
Douglas Howe Willis, 58 VA, manager, automobile 
Earle Edna Willis, 45 SC 
 
 


