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TUSCANIA 
 

Williams, Ray Alvin 
1892 SD - 1957 WA 

 
 

 
Ray Alvin Williams - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/27233839/person/2021312318/media/8218003a-7f22-4869-
9d7d-a5595b20c320?_phsrc=hFB69621&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-19D8-

K?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWSD9-N5PZ 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/27233839/person/2021312318/media/8218003a-7f22-4869-9d7d-a5595b20c320?_phsrc=hFB69621&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/27233839/person/2021312318/media/8218003a-7f22-4869-9d7d-a5595b20c320?_phsrc=hFB69621&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/27233839/person/2021312318/media/8218003a-7f22-4869-9d7d-a5595b20c320?_phsrc=hFB69621&_phstart=successSource
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 Obituary of Ray Alvin Williams: "Spokane Chronicle" Tuesday 19 Mar 1957 p 20 
 

 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Sunday 17 Mar 1957 p 33 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/7514382:6716?tid=&pid=&queryId=2120c07f292b35afc738d1120194299f&_
phsrc=hFB69625&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7514382:6716?tid=&pid=&queryId=2120c07f292b35afc738d1120194299f&_phsrc=hFB69625&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7514382:6716?tid=&pid=&queryId=2120c07f292b35afc738d1120194299f&_phsrc=hFB69625&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7514382:6716?tid=&pid=&queryId=2120c07f292b35afc738d1120194299f&_phsrc=hFB69625&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/58935:6996?tid=&pid=&queryId=2120c07f292b35afc738d1120194299f&_ph

src=hFB69626&_phstart=successSource 
 

Life: 
 

 
Excerpt: 

 
“Moscow (ID) Daily Star-Mirror” Thursday 14 Jun 1917 p 7 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/58935:6996?tid=&pid=&queryId=2120c07f292b35afc738d1120194299f&_phsrc=hFB69626&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/58935:6996?tid=&pid=&queryId=2120c07f292b35afc738d1120194299f&_phsrc=hFB69626&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/58935:6996?tid=&pid=&queryId=2120c07f292b35afc738d1120194299f&_phsrc=hFB69626&_phstart=successSource
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“Idaho Statesman” (Boise ID) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 



6 
 

“Spokane (WA) Spokesman Review” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 3 
 

 
“Moscow (ID) Daily Star-Mirror” Saturday 19 May 1923 p 1 

 

 
“Moscow (ID) Daily Star-Mirror” Tuesday 17 Jul 1923 p 3 

 
 
 

Wife: 
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Minnie Stilwell Williams - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/106934609/person/290057471175/media/a02e670b-6c07-
4f91-ad4a-352cead1bbfe?_phsrc=hFB69637&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
Obituary of Minnie Stillwell Williams - "Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review" Thursday 14 

Sep 1961 p 4 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/568501376/ 
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/568501376/
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ID death record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/231665:60566?tid=106934609&pid=290057471175&queryId=00f03ec975dc
18e5352b39d6fba422cb&_phsrc=hFB69636&_phstart=successSource 
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All Saints Episcopal Cathedral, Spokane, Spokane WA, 18 Jul 1919 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/14506:61608 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/14506:61608
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/216132:8989 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/216132:8989
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Children: 

 
 
 

 
ID death record of daughter Olive Williams 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-6WG9-
JYD?personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AFLBS-TPY 
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Obituary of son Alvin Virgil Williams (1922-1999) – “Philadelphia (PA) Inquirer” Sunday 26 

Dec 1999 p 71 
 

 
‘Moscow (ID) Daily Star-Mirror” Saturday 30 Sep 1922 p 3 

 

 
“Moscow (ID) Daily Star-Mirror” Tuesday 19 Dec 1922 p 1 
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Captioned “Uncle Gus Stilwell, Alvin Williams, Grandma Stilwell (nee Hoffman ) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/79741569/person/48437878576/media/666af97c-7248-4432-

af34-637a3210e5b3?_phsrc=hFB69622&_phstart=successSource 
 
 



16 
 

 
“Idaho Statesman” (Moscow ID) Monday 31 Dec 1945 p 10 
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“Idaho Statesman” (Boise ID) Tuesday 22 Dec 1970 p 21 

 
Father: 

 

 
 Lewis Elmer Williams – Find A Grave 23090904 
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Birthplace is indexed as California instead of Colorado - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/119583:60566 
 

Mother: 
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Mary Elizabeth Reynolds Williams – Find A Grave 23090906 

 
Siblings: 

 

 
Sister Eva May Williams Marsh Lee Hammond (1889-1973) – Find A Grave 65680831 
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Eva’s 3rd marriage – surname: Lee – to James Edwin Hammond - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1355389276:2378 
 

 
Brother Perle Ansel Williams (1901-1979) – Find A Grave 58109208 
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Brother Harold Lew Williams (1909-1966) – Find A Grave 58491694 

 

 
Obituary of sister Bertha Odell Williams Beebe – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” 

Monday 21 Jul 1980 p 22 
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Bertha Williams & Myrl Beebe’s 65th wedding anniversary – “Spokane (WA) Spokesman-

Review” Wednesday 19 Apr 1978 p 16 
 
 

 
Sister Junia Ellenoir (Elinor) Williams Dressler Murphy (1898-1985) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/27233839/person/2021312320/media/f0eedbf6-9912-4cbd-9b17-

3f88ac7028e7 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27233839/person/2021312320/media/f0eedbf6-9912-4cbd-9b17-3f88ac7028e7
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27233839/person/2021312320/media/f0eedbf6-9912-4cbd-9b17-3f88ac7028e7
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/27233839/person/2021312320/media/f0eedbf6-9912-4cbd-9b17-3f88ac7028e7
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/27233839/person/2021312320/facts?_phsrc=hFB69596&_phstart=succe
ssSource 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:K8H2-DSZ 

 
 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/27233839/person/2021312320/facts?_phsrc=hFB69596&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/27233839/person/2021312320/facts?_phsrc=hFB69596&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/27233839/person/2021312320/facts?_phsrc=hFB69596&_phstart=successSource
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Name: Ray Alvin Williams 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E – private 
Serial number:  250,685 
Entered service from: Viola, Latah ID  
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Ray A. Williams 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Lew E. Williams, Viola ID 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Ray A. Williams 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Leu E. Williams, Viola ID (pvt, 17th Co., 20th Engrs, 
Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Ray A. Williams   b. 13 Aug 1893 Springfield SD; res: 
Viola ID. Laborer, S.C. Bozoles [spelling?] & Co., Viola ID. Single. Tall & stout. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Viola ID 
World War II draft registration (1942) - as Ray A. Williams - b. 13 Aug 1893 Bonn Home 
[sic/Bon Homme] SD; res: RFD #5, Viola, Latah ID, NOK Mrs. Minnie Williams. Employed by 
Ray Campbell, Genesee ID. Height: 6’ – 160 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  13 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  25 Jun 1919 
Address:  322 S. Polk St.,, Moscow ID 
Rank/unit:    private, Billeting & Supply Detachment #1 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  13 Aug 1892 (SD Births) (WWI & WWII draft:13 Aug 1893) Springfield, Bon Homme 
Co. SD  
Died: 16 Mar 1957 Spokane, Spokane WA   
Find A Grave record: 163065845 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Spokane, Spokane WA 
Cemetery:  Fairmount Memorial Park 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Lewis Elmer Williams, 13 Mar 1867 Cripple Creek, Teller CO – 15 Dec 1938 
Moscow, Latah ID. Son of Seth S. Williams & Margaret Jane Richard. Buried in Moscow 
Cemetery, Moscow, Latah ID. 
Find A Grave:  23090904 
 
Mother:  Mary Elizabeth Reynolds Williams, 9 Jan 1868 Springfield, Sangamon IL – 10 Jul 
1965 Orofino, Clearwater ID. Daughter of Cyrus Willard Reynolds & Louisa Margaret Ferrell. 
Buried in Moscow Cemetery, Moscow, Latah ID. 
Find A Grave:  23090906 
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Parents’ marriage:  11 Nov 888 Bon Homme Co. SD 
 
Spouse:  Minnie Stilwell/Stillwell Williams, 16 Sep 1890 NY – 11 Sep 1961 Moscow, Latah 
ID.  
On her ID death certificate, her mother is listed as unknown & her father as Francis 
Stilwell. Ancestry.com family trees report her parents as Louis S. Stilwell (1869-1931) & 
Louisa Hoffman (1863-1949) who married in 1885 in NY. However, in the 1900 census, 
Louis & Louise live with their 3 children – Gustav, Louis & Gertrude – in Manhattan NY. 
In the 1910 census for Queens, Queens NY, Louis S. Stilwell (41 NY, job printer) in his 1st 
marriage lives with wife Louise (46 NY, in her 2nd marriage, reporting she has given birth to 4 
children, 4 of whom are living) & son Louis S. Jr. (13 NY) & daughter Gertrude (10 NY) & 
stepdaughter Minnie Stilwell (25 NY, a factory forelady). Louis & Louise say they have been 
married 17 years, which makes Louis being Minnie’s father unlikely.  
Divorced in 1947. Buried in Moscow, Latah ID. 
Buried Moscow Cemetery, Moscow, Latah ID.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  23704965 
Marriage: 18 Jul 1919 Spokane, Spokane WA 
Ray Alvin Williams married Minnie Stilwell [sic] 18 Jul 1919 Spokane, Spokane WA. She a 
resident Viola ID, age 28, b. Brooklyn NY, 1st marriage, daughter of Louis S. Stilwell (b. 
NYC) & Louisa Hoffman (b. NYC) - he resident Viola ID, age 26, b. Springfield SD, 1st 
marriage, 
woodsman, son of Sam E. Williams (b. Denver CO) & Mary E. Reynolds (b. IL) 
Divorced 26 Jun 1947 in Latah ID. The couple had not cohabitated for 5 years.  
 
Children: 

• Olive Williams, 24 Oct 1920 Moscow, Latah ID - 4 Nov 1920 Moscow, Latah ID. Died 
of hydrocephalus/spina bifida. On ID death record: mother Minnie b. NYC, father 
Ray b. Springfield – SD. Buried in Moscow Cemetery, Moscow, Latah ID. F: 
21863110  

• Alvin Virgil Williams, 28 Sep 1922 (date found in newspaper announcement also) (or 
26 Sep 1922) - 20 Dec 1999. Resident of PA in Mar 1957 when his father died & of 
Feasterville, Trevose PA in Sep 1961 when his mother died. – Husband o Mary 
Louise Lowell. Interred according to obituary in Sunset Memorial Park, Feasterville, 
Bucks PA but not on Find A Grave as of 24 Jul 2024. 

•  Ray J. Williams, 30 Mar 1924 Moscow, Latah ID – 21 Dec 1970 Moscow, Latah ID. 
Resident of Moscow ID in Mar 1957 when his father died & in Sep 1961 when his 
mother died. Married 23 Oct 1950 in Moscow, Latha ID to Marion Liola Dahmen 
(1921-2016, F: 169283730). Was the street supervisor for Moscow, Latah ID when 
the loader he was driving overturned on an icy street & he was pinned inside. Buried 
in Moscow Cemetery, Moscow, Latah ID. F: 24058866 

 
Siblings:  

• Eva Marie Williams Marsh Lee Hammond, 30 Dec 1889 Milo, Warren IA – 6 Feb 1973 
Pullman, Whitman WA. – Married in 1908 to Jesse Ralph Marsh (1876-1966, F: 
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59711186). – Married to Johannes Ingwald Lee (1874-1963, F: 29395791). - Married 
in Pullman, Whitman WA on 10 Feb 1933 to James Edwin Hammond (1877-1939, F: 
65744062). Eva reported she was divorced & it was her 3rd marriage; it was James’s 
2nd marriage. -   Buried in Pullman City Cemetery, Pullman, Whitman WA. F: 
65680831 

• Bertha Odell Williams Beebe, 18 Apr 1895 Bon Homme Co. SD – 19 Jul 1980 
Spokane, Spokane WA. Wife of Myrl Oren Beebe (1890 WI – 1980 WA, F: 
107011549). Buried in Greenwood Memorial Terrace, Spokane, Spokane WA. F; 
107011781 

• Junia Ellenoir (Elinor) Williams Dressler Murphy, 1 Jun 1898 Tyndall, Bon Homme SD 
– 21 Oct 1985 Boyes Hot Springs, Sonoma CA. – Married 20 Dec 1919 in Moscow, 
Latah ID to George Aaron Dressler (1898-1952, buried in Pullman City Cemetery, 
Pullman, Whitman WA, F: 66114951). They had 2 children, born 1920 & 1922. – 
Married 11 Jun 1951 in Nez Perce Co. ID to James Murphy (ca. 1894 SD – 1990 CA).  

• Perle Ansel Williams, 27 May 1901 Tyndall, Bon Homme SD – 9 May 1979 Spokane, 
Spokane WA. Married to Mabel E. Severon (1904-1978, FP: 37386046). – Married to 
Margaret Bann (1903-1983, F: 58109272) in 1923; Margaret later married Raymond 
Guilford (1894-1983). Perle is buried in Riverside Memorial Park, Spokane, Spokane 
WA. F: 58109208 

• Harold Lew Williams, 26 Apr 1909 Vivian, Lyman SD – 13 Sep 1966 Lewiston, Nez 
Perce ID. Never married & had no children. Buried in Moscow Cemetery, Moscow, 
Latah ID. F: 58491694  

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Tyndall, Bon Homme SD 
Lewis Williams, 23 CO, Mar 1867, father b. PA, mother b. MO, married 11 years, drayman 
Mary E., 32 IL, Jan 1868, parents b. IL, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Eva M., 10 IA, Dec 1889, at school 
Ray A., 7 SD, Aug 1892, at school 
Bertha O., 5 SD, Apr 1895 
Jennie E., 1 SD, Jun 1898 [Junia] 
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Margare J. Sholen, 55 MO, Aug 1844, parents b. France, widow, gave birth to 2 children, 2 
are living [mother] 
Wilber C. Reynolds, 15 SD, Oct 1884, father b. IL, mother b. VA, day laborer [brother-in-
law] 
John Matuska, 19 SD, Dec 1881, parents b. Bohemia, teamster [boarder] 
 
1910 Draper, Lyman SD – conducted 16 Apr 1910 
Lew E. Williams, 43 CO, father b. PA, mother b. MO, in 1st marriage, married 21 years, 
carpenter, odd jobs 
Mary E., 42 IL, parents b. IL, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
Ray Elvin, 17 SD, laborer, farm 
Bertha O., 15 SD 
Junia E., 11 SD 
Perle H., 8 SD 
Lew H., 11 months SD 
 
1910 Queens, Queens NY – Park Ave. 
Louis S. Stilwell, 41 NY, father b. NJ, mother b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, married 17 years, 
printer, job 
Louise, 46 NY, father b. Germany, mother b. France, in 2nd marriage, gave birth to 4 
children, 4 are living 
Louis Jr., 13 NY 
Gertrude G., 10 NY 
Minnie [stepdaughter] 
 
1920 Moscow, Latah ID – 205 Lilly St. 
Ray Williams, 27 SD, parents b. IA, carpenter, house 
Minnie, 29 NY, parents b. NY 
 
1930 Moscow, Latah IA – 322 Polk 
Ray Williams,37 SD, father b. CO, mother b. IL, age 26 at 1st marriage, manager, service 
station 
Minnie, 39 NY, parents b. NY, age 28 at 1st marriage 
Alvin 7 ID 
Ray 6 ID 
 
1940 North Moscow, Latah ID – in rural Latah Co. ID in 1935 
Ray A. Williams, 47 SD, seasonal farm laborer, farm 
Minnie, 49 NY, farm operator, farm 
Alvin D., 17 ID, odd jobs around town 
Ray Jr., 16 ID, chores, on farm 
 
1950 cannot locate 
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