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TUSCANIA 
 

Williams, John Thomas (Sr.) 
1895 FL – 1974 FL 
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John Thomas Williams - “Fort Myers (FL) News-Press” 19 Oct 1973 (from Find A Grave record 
14517462) 
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Seated at front left is John Thomas Williams & at front right is his wife, Pearlie Mae Bryant Williams. 
The children (not captioned) are Wavie Mae, Robert Byron, Shirley Yvonne, Alta Marie, David 
Andrew & Hazel Vondell – believe from other photo found that 3rd from right is Shirley Yvonne - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/51552846/person/162201942351/media/2bb75859-ae7c-4442-88d1-
c62e33551352?_phsrc=hFB69326&_phstart=successSource 
In this version, the only person identified is Hazel Vondell Williams, standing in the back 3rd from 
right, in the yellow dress with vertical stripes - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/1482121/person/-1934590806/media/8e8c24dd-dc8f-4188-b763-
20d9fc9ad39a?_phsrc=hFB69332&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/51552846/person/162201942351/media/2bb75859-ae7c-4442-88d1-c62e33551352?_phsrc=hFB69326&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/51552846/person/162201942351/media/2bb75859-ae7c-4442-88d1-c62e33551352?_phsrc=hFB69326&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/51552846/person/162201942351/media/2bb75859-ae7c-4442-88d1-c62e33551352?_phsrc=hFB69326&_phstart=successSource
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Photo from the early 1970s - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/1482121/person/-1934590806/media/ed35e6e0-7fab-4ada-8903-
bf49d850fe28?_phsrc=hFB69329&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
John Thomas Williams & Pearlie Mae Bryant Williams with baby - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1482121/person/-

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1482121/person/-1934590806/media/ed35e6e0-7fab-4ada-8903-bf49d850fe28?_phsrc=hFB69329&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1482121/person/-1934590806/media/ed35e6e0-7fab-4ada-8903-bf49d850fe28?_phsrc=hFB69329&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1482121/person/-1934590806/media/ed35e6e0-7fab-4ada-8903-bf49d850fe28?_phsrc=hFB69329&_phstart=successSource


6 
 

1934590806/media/67c5330f-7122-4ae1-920b-
aee1ae42642f?_phsrc=hFB69330&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
Obituary of John Thomas Williams - "Tampa Tribune" Tuesday 19 Feb 1974 p 48 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/4659044:2375?tid=16595890&pid=19187127016&queryId=05bf21ec5c3888
6b84fad12de992bf88&_phsrc=hFB69361&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
FL state archives – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4659044:2375?tid=16595890&pid=19187127016&queryId=05bf21ec5c38886b84fad12de992bf88&_phsrc=hFB69361&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4659044:2375?tid=16595890&pid=19187127016&queryId=05bf21ec5c38886b84fad12de992bf88&_phsrc=hFB69361&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4659044:2375?tid=16595890&pid=19187127016&queryId=05bf21ec5c38886b84fad12de992bf88&_phsrc=hFB69361&_phstart=successSource


8 
 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-1SZ8-

2?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7GJ-DNMM 
 

? Wife Maud Wilson 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-1SZ8-2?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7GJ-DNMM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-1SZ8-2?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7GJ-DNMM
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FWSL-8VC 
 

Wife Pearlie Bryant 
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Wife Pearlie Mae Bryant Williams – Find A Grave 14517455 
 

 

 
Obituary of wife Pearlie Mae Bryant Williams - "Palm Beach (FL) Post" (West Palm Beach) 

Thursday 19 Aug 1993 p 20 
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“Fort Myers (FL) News-Press” Thursday 19 Aug 1993 p 19 
 

Children: 
 

 
Daughter Nora Alberta Williams McKinney (1924-1947) – Find A Grave 14517429 

 

 

 
Nora’s marriage to Lloyd Andrew McKinney -  https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/900058868:61369?tid=1482121&pid=7014437879&queryId=a27daaf7508b0
882336cd01b83b32cc4&_phsrc=hFB69389&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900058868:61369?tid=1482121&pid=7014437879&queryId=a27daaf7508b0882336cd01b83b32cc4&_phsrc=hFB69389&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900058868:61369?tid=1482121&pid=7014437879&queryId=a27daaf7508b0882336cd01b83b32cc4&_phsrc=hFB69389&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900058868:61369?tid=1482121&pid=7014437879&queryId=a27daaf7508b0882336cd01b83b32cc4&_phsrc=hFB69389&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/289120:7338 

 

  
Son John Thomas Williams Jr. (1927-1959) – left: Find A Grave 155821689 – right: 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/1482121/person/7014432832/media/4748f4e5-a0cc-45f3-831b-d63e2fb9fd83 

– lost at sea 
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“Fort Myers (FL) News-Press” Monday 26 Oct 1959 p 1 & p 3 
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John Thomas Williams searches for his son John Jr. – “Tampa Bay (FL) Times” Thursday 29 Oct 1959 
p 34 
 

 
Was this divorce a legal formality since John Jr. was missing? https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/1482121/person/7014432832/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/1482121/person/7014432832/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/1482121/person/7014432832/facts
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FL death index of Ruby Jean Hight Thomas Martin (1934 AR – 1968 FL) 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/109035756/person/100072680267/facts 
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Daughter Wavie Mae Williams Grant Deese Bush (1930-2009) – left: Find A Grave 
136166681 – right: obituary from “Fort Myers (FL) News-Press” Tuesday 15 Sep 2009 p 18 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/5685651:8784?tid=1482121&pid=6113339877&queryId=b9f408cc5ee0745c
1c493314892a9586&_phsrc=hFB69393&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Harold Havlock Miller & wife Wavie Mae Williams - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/1482121/person/6113339467/media/05dee250-8409-439e-b4fa-
145ef8f0a793 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5685651:8784?tid=1482121&pid=6113339877&queryId=b9f408cc5ee0745c1c493314892a9586&_phsrc=hFB69393&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5685651:8784?tid=1482121&pid=6113339877&queryId=b9f408cc5ee0745c1c493314892a9586&_phsrc=hFB69393&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5685651:8784?tid=1482121&pid=6113339877&queryId=b9f408cc5ee0745c1c493314892a9586&_phsrc=hFB69393&_phstart=successSource
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Divorce from Harold Havelock McAllister 19 Aug 1970 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1755624:8837?tid=1482121&pid=6113339467&queryId=3ad4c008d29be5bb

6b08f27c6f5d10aa&_phsrc=hFB69397&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Marriage license – “Palm Beach Post” (West Palm Beach FL) Monday 24 Aug 1970 p 33 

 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1928923:8837 
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Obituary of daughter Alta Marie Williams McRae (1931-1994) – “Fort Myers (FL) News-

Press” Tuesday 3 Jan 1995 p 27 

 
Alta Marie Williams - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/1482121/person/-168014288/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/1482121/person/-168014288/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/1482121/person/-168014288/facts
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Alta Marie Williams married Melford Gilley 12 Feb 1950 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/900933248:61369?tid=1482121&pid=-

168014288&queryId=806e0d1fdd37729493e4d7904529885a&_phsrc=hFB69416&_phstart
=successSource 

 

 
Marriage license – “Palm Beach Post” (West Palm Beach FL) Wednesday 8 Feb 1950 p 13 

 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10033867:8784?tid=1482121&pid=-
168014288&queryId=806e0d1fdd37729493e4d7904529885a&_phsrc=hFB69414&_phstart

=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900933248:61369?tid=1482121&pid=-168014288&queryId=806e0d1fdd37729493e4d7904529885a&_phsrc=hFB69416&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900933248:61369?tid=1482121&pid=-168014288&queryId=806e0d1fdd37729493e4d7904529885a&_phsrc=hFB69416&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900933248:61369?tid=1482121&pid=-168014288&queryId=806e0d1fdd37729493e4d7904529885a&_phsrc=hFB69416&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900933248:61369?tid=1482121&pid=-168014288&queryId=806e0d1fdd37729493e4d7904529885a&_phsrc=hFB69416&_phstart=successSource
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Marie Williams McRae was killed – the car that hit her apparently  carried Marie’s 

sister Wanda Williams Sarver (although there was another Wanda Sarver) – “Fort Myers 
(FL) News-Press” Sunday 1 Jan 1995 p 32 
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Obituary of son David Andrew Williams (1934-2005) – “Stuart (FL) News” Tuesday 19 Jul 

2005 p 14 
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David Andrew Williams - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/1482121/person/7014428234/media/2627ecd2-56dd-4c1c-9460-
b2cf6548a932 

 

 
Marriage license - “Palm Beach Post” (West Palm Beach FL) Wednesday 6 Jul 1955 p 16 

 

 

 
Daughter Shirley Yvonne Williams Carling with brother Robert Byron Williams - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1482121/person/-
168015446/media/199eef85-a7f1-4e93-87d3-ce3efc46c4a1 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1482121/person/7014428234/media/2627ecd2-56dd-4c1c-9460-b2cf6548a932
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1482121/person/7014428234/media/2627ecd2-56dd-4c1c-9460-b2cf6548a932
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1482121/person/7014428234/media/2627ecd2-56dd-4c1c-9460-b2cf6548a932
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1482121/person/-168015446/media/199eef85-a7f1-4e93-87d3-ce3efc46c4a1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1482121/person/-168015446/media/199eef85-a7f1-4e93-87d3-ce3efc46c4a1
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/316514256:2190 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/316514256:2190
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Married to Jared Rupert ACUFF – “Fort Myers (FL) News-Press” Sunday 15 Jul 1962 p 16 
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Divorced Billy L. Thornbury 11 Oct 1973 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/6910489:8837 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4765640:8784?tid=1482121&pid=-

168015446&queryId=fb2fb4f28b43b45fc21a5cde7edb6300&_phsrc=hFB69431&_phstart=
successSource 
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https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/newszapfl/name/shirley-carling-
obituary?id=16746986 
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obituary of son Robert Byron Williams (1940-2012) - 
https://akindavis.funeraltechweb.com/tribute/details/425/Robert-Williams/obituary.html 
 
 

 
Robert Byron Williams - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/1482121/person/-168016341/media/9db05dd5-e9d8-4307-8fef-
97300acdc0f4 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/1482121/person/-168016341/facts 

 

 

https://akindavis.funeraltechweb.com/tribute/details/425/Robert-Williams/obituary.html
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1482121/person/-168016341/media/9db05dd5-e9d8-4307-8fef-97300acdc0f4
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1482121/person/-168016341/media/9db05dd5-e9d8-4307-8fef-97300acdc0f4
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1482121/person/-168016341/media/9db05dd5-e9d8-4307-8fef-97300acdc0f4
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/1482121/person/-168016341/facts
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Is this him? https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/10187774:8784?tid=59565314&pid=102324654337&queryId=ba1e1656dafe
0a4c1437f31396220893&_phsrc=hFB69448&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 
Is this him? - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2265916:8784?tid=59565314&pid=102324654337&queryId=c458b89d70f83
9dab558324c098ee934&_phsrc=hFB69449&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10187774:8784?tid=59565314&pid=102324654337&queryId=ba1e1656dafe0a4c1437f31396220893&_phsrc=hFB69448&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10187774:8784?tid=59565314&pid=102324654337&queryId=ba1e1656dafe0a4c1437f31396220893&_phsrc=hFB69448&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10187774:8784?tid=59565314&pid=102324654337&queryId=ba1e1656dafe0a4c1437f31396220893&_phsrc=hFB69448&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2265916:8784?tid=59565314&pid=102324654337&queryId=c458b89d70f839dab558324c098ee934&_phsrc=hFB69449&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2265916:8784?tid=59565314&pid=102324654337&queryId=c458b89d70f839dab558324c098ee934&_phsrc=hFB69449&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2265916:8784?tid=59565314&pid=102324654337&queryId=c458b89d70f839dab558324c098ee934&_phsrc=hFB69449&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3779753:8784?tid=59565314&pid=102324654337&queryId=c458b89d70f83
9dab558324c098ee934&_phsrc=hFB69450&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
 

 
Death of daughter Addie Lucille Williams (1943-1945) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/1482121/person/7014431661/facts 
 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/1482121/person/7014431661/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/1482121/person/7014431661/facts
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Daughter Hazel Vondell Williams (1945-2007) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/1482121/person/7014437488/facts 
 

 
Remarriage of Hazel Williams & Ted Douglas Woods – “Fort Myers (FL) News-Press” 

Monday 9 Jun 1980 p 20 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/1482121/person/7014437488/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/1482121/person/7014437488/facts
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Obituary of Ted Douglas Woods- “Fort Myers (FL) News-Press” Friday 9 Feb 1996 p 31 
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Son Gerald R. Williams (1947-1980) – left: Find A Grave 14517476 and right: “Palm Beach 
Post” (West Palm Beach FL) Monday 14 Jul 1980 p 29 
 

 
Gerald R. Williams - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/1482121/person/7014437744/media/73eb1a25-bb6d-470f-
95c2-ab9a50d96ae9?_phsrc=hFB69456&_phstart=successSource 
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Marriage of daughter Grace Wanda William Polk (1944-    ) to Clyde Allen Sarver 29 Aug 1975 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/10800944:8784?tid=&pid=&queryId=d3a936eb9edc9ed42557662570e77893

&_phsrc=hFB69459&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/11583835:8784?tid=&pid=&queryId=295acd9fec4363be75cf93304b4ea22e
&_phsrc=hFB69468&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10800944:8784?tid=&pid=&queryId=d3a936eb9edc9ed42557662570e77893&_phsrc=hFB69459&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10800944:8784?tid=&pid=&queryId=d3a936eb9edc9ed42557662570e77893&_phsrc=hFB69459&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10800944:8784?tid=&pid=&queryId=d3a936eb9edc9ed42557662570e77893&_phsrc=hFB69459&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage license with George Early Polk - “Fort Myers (FL) News-Press” Wednesday 27 Apr 

1960 p 2 
 

 

 
Marriage in May 1980 to George Early Polk - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2183525:8784?tid=&pid=&queryId=295acd9fec4363be75cf93304b4ea22e&
_phsrc=hFB69467&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Divorce from George Early Polk in Jan 1964 – “Fort Myers (FL) News-Press” Tuesday 7 Jan 

1964 p 5 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2183525:8784?tid=&pid=&queryId=295acd9fec4363be75cf93304b4ea22e&_phsrc=hFB69467&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2183525:8784?tid=&pid=&queryId=295acd9fec4363be75cf93304b4ea22e&_phsrc=hFB69467&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2183525:8784?tid=&pid=&queryId=295acd9fec4363be75cf93304b4ea22e&_phsrc=hFB69467&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of George Early Polk – “Stuart (FL) News” Friday 1 Nov 1985, p 10 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/77671620:62209 

 
 

 

 
Is this her? Divorce Apr 1966 from Maurice O. Polk - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/953975:8837 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/77671620:62209
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/953975:8837
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Parents: 

 

   
parents William Andrew Williams & Ellen Ora Whidden Williams – Find A Grave 14517543  

 
Mother: 
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“Fort Myers (FL) News-Press” Sunday 9 May 1943 p 8 

 

 
Siblings: 
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Sister Mary Emma Williams Pelham (1892-1964) with husband Thomas Owen Pelham – 
left: Find A Grave 26539044 and right: obituary from “Tampa (FL) Tribune” Friday 31 Jul 

1964 p 14 
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Sister Nettie Williams Newell (1901-1989) with husband Bryant Edwin Newell – Find A 
Grave 26628235 

 

 
Sisters (left) Nola Naomi Williams Addison & (right) Nettie Williams Newell – Marco Island 

FL - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/16595890/person/1154134723/media/fb4819b3-fde4-4dea-a43c-

4668c3ca1fec 
 

 
Sister Nola Naomi Williams Addison (1904-1965) with husband Chester Claude Addison – 

Find A Grave 14517556 
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Nola & her daughters: at Lions Park, Fort Myers FL ca. 1964 – from left: Vita Mae, Wavia 
Lea, Nola Williams Addison, Maargaret (Margie), Elsie Eloise – Find A Grave 14517556 
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Seated: Nola Naomi Williams Addison & husband Chester Claude Addison. Standing, left 
to right, their children: Vita Mae, Carl, Elsie Eloise, Margaret/Margie, Claude, Wavia Leah – 

Find A Grave 14517571 
 

 

 
Brother Louie J. Williams (1906/1907-1940/1941) – Find A Grave 14517512 
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WWII draft registration of Louie Jackson Williams with note that he was killed 24 Jan 1941 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/12773936:2238?tid=16595890&pid=19187127024&queryId=3009b98a68bbe

2dd5c62c767bb18e726&_phsrc=hFB69344&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Louie Jackson Williams killed as a pedestrian when hit by a truck – “Tampa Bay Times” (St. 

Petersburg FL) Saturday 25 Jan 1941 p 12 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12773936:2238?tid=16595890&pid=19187127024&queryId=3009b98a68bbe2dd5c62c767bb18e726&_phsrc=hFB69344&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12773936:2238?tid=16595890&pid=19187127024&queryId=3009b98a68bbe2dd5c62c767bb18e726&_phsrc=hFB69344&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12773936:2238?tid=16595890&pid=19187127024&queryId=3009b98a68bbe2dd5c62c767bb18e726&_phsrc=hFB69344&_phstart=successSource
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“”Tampa (FL) Tribune” Saturday 25 Jan 1941 p 3 

 

 
“Fort Myers (FL) News-Press” Wednesday 29 Jan 1941 p 2 
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Brother Raymond Williams (1909-1979) – Find A Grave 63279078 

 
 

 
Obituary of Raymond Williams – “Fort Myers (FL) News-Press” Friday 13 Jul 1979 p 22 
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Brother Virgil Reaford Williams (1913-1965) – Find A Grave 32660632 
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“Fort Myers (FL) News-Press” Monday 21 May 1962 p 2 
 

 
Obituary of Virgil Reaford Williams – “Tampa (FL) Tribune” Sunday 12 Sep 1965 p 18 
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Suicide by gunshot of Virgil Reaford Williams – “Fort Myers (FL) News-Press” Sunday 9 May 

1943 p 8 
 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name:  John Thomas Williams (Sr.) 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,681 (from Veterans Administration Master Index)  
Entered service from:  Gardner, Desoto FL 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  John T. Williams 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father W.A. Williams, Gardner FL 
Returned from war on: could not locate 
Sailed on return ship as: 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: 
World War I draft registration (1917): as John Thomas Williams - b. 11 Mar 1895 Gardner FL; 
res: Gardner, DeSoto FL. Married, with wife. Saw milling, [unintelligible} Lumber Co., Gardner FL. 
Short & stout. 
World War II draft registration (1942):   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  18 Sep 1917 
Discharged:  13 Feb 1919 
Address:  Gardner FL 
Rank/unit:    private, 40th Co., 157th Depot Brigade, Co. L, 371st Infantry 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   11 Mar 1895 Gardner, Desoto FL  
Died: 18 Feb 1974 Zolfo Springs, Hardee FL    
Find A Grave record: 14517462 – photo – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Zolfo Springs, Hardee FL 
Cemetery:  Gardner 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone: Florida Pvt US Army WWI 
 
Father:  William Andrew ("Bud") Williams Sr., 5 Apr 1860 [also found as 6 Apr 1861] Baker 
Co. GA – 11 Oct 1944 Fort Myers, Lee FL. Son of Isaac Thomas Williams & Mary Jane Bird 
(Byrd). Buried in Gardner Cemetery, Zolfo Springs, Hardee FL.  
Find A Grave:  14517527 
 
Mother:  Ellen Ora (Eleanora) Z. Whidden Williams, 1869 GA [also found as 25 May 1870] – 
17 May 1942 Gardner, Hardee FL.Buried in Gardner Cemetery, Zolfo Springs, Hardee FL. 
Find A Grave:  14517543 
Parents’ marriage:  30 May 1889, with his mother listed as Eleanora. 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/39381803/person/212472152409/facts?_phsrc=hFB69335&_phstart=suc
cessSource 
 
? Spouse: Maud E. Wilson Williams, ca. 1895 – 
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John Thomas Williams lists himself as married on his WWI draft card (on 5 Jun 1917) & 
living in DeSoto Co. It seems likely his 1st wife was Maud E. Wilson, who married a John T. 
Williams on 9 Oct 1916 in DeSoto Co. FL. They were both age 21.  
In the 1920 census, John T. Williams lives with wife Edna in Gardner, DeSoto FL. 
Unable to trace. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: A John T. Williams married Maud E. Wilson on 9 Oct 1916 in DeSoto Co. FL. In the 
1930 census, John said he was age 18 when his 1st marriage occurred. 
 
Spouse: Pearlie Mae Bryant Williams, 7 Sep 1904 GA – 18 Aug 1993 FL. Buried in Gardner 
Cemetery, Zolfo Springs, Hardee FL. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  14517455 
Marriage:  
 
 
Children: There may be additional marriages for his children. 

• Nora Alberta Williams McKinney, 31 Oct 1924 FL – 22 Oct 1947 De Soto Co. FL. Married 6 
Nov 1942 in DeSoto Co. FL to Lloyd Andrew McKinney (Sr.) (1923-1997, F: 88893057). 
Buried in Gardner Cemetery, Zolfo Springs, Hardee FL. F: 14517429 

• John Thomas (“Johnnie”) Williams Jr., 15 Feb 1927 – 20 Sep 1959 in the Gulf of Mexico off 
Florida. John Jr. & his brother-in-law Ronald (Red) Deese (husband of John’s sister Wavie) & 
3 other men went out on a cabin cruiser named “Capadoo” for a day of fishing in the Gulf of 
Mexico. Their bodies were never recovered. Pieces of the boat washed up a month later. – 
Husband of Ruby Jean Hight (6 Feb 1934 AR – Jul 1968 Jupiter, Palm Beach FL), the daughter 
of John Edward Hight (1893-1967) & Annie Lee Hardin (1905-1981). “Jean” was listed as his 
surviving widow; she divorced John Jr. in 1959, presumably since he was presumed dead. 
She may be the woman who divorced Charles Matlin on 12 Mar 1962 in Ventura Co. CA. 
Jean Martin is buried in Pinecrest Cemetery, Lake Worth, Palm Beach FL, F: 134006212)-  

• Wavie Mae Williams Grant Deese McAllister McGaw Bush, 6 Mar 1930 Punta Gorda, 
Charlotte FL – 13 Sep 2009 LaBelle, Hendry FL. – On 12 Jul 1948 Wavie Mae Williams 
married Alex Lester Grant Sr. (1925-1972, F: 26432292) in DeSoto Co. FL. They divorced in 
1953 in Palm Beach Co. FL. – In 1953 in Palm Beach Co. FL, Wavie Mae Grant married 
Ronald Vale Deese (1927-20 Sep 1959, F: 136165504), who was lost at sea along with her 
brother John Jr. on the cabin cruiser “Capadoo.”  The 1959 Fort Myers FL city directory 
listed Ronald V. & Wavie M. Deese.– Divorced Harold Havelock (“Mickey”) McAllister on 19 
Aug 1970 in Palm Beach Co. FL. Harold (29 Jul 1929 Detroit, Wayne MI – 6 Nov 2000) was 
the son of Harold H. McAllister & Mary E. Belcovson. -  Mrs. Mae McGaw was a resident of 
West Palm Beach FL in Oct 1973. Mae Bush was a resident of LaBelle FL in Aug 1993. – 
Wavie Bush is buried in Fort Denaud Cemetery, Fort Denaud, Hendry FL. F; 136166681 

• Alta Marie Williams Gilley Simmons McRae, 25 Dec 1931 Gardner, DeSoto FL – 31 Dec 1994 
Fort Myers, Lee FL. Known as “Marie.” According to one Ancestry.com record, she had 3 
husbands. Resident of West Palm Beach FL in Oct 1973 & LaBelle FL in Aug 1993. – Alta 
Marie Williams married Melford Gilley on 12 Feb 1950 in FL. - Alta Marie Simmons married 
John Duncan McRae on 16 Mar 1973 in Palm Beach Co. FL. – Marie McRae died when her 
car was hit broadside by a car driven by Margie Poncier. Although news reports do not 
indicate it, the passenger in the Poncier car was Wanda Sarver – and a woman named 
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Wanda Saver was Marie’s younger sister. But there appears to be another Wanda Sarver. – 
Survived by husband John McRae. Buried in Fort Denaud Cemetery, Fort Denaud, Hendry 
FL. F: 57096867 

• David Andrew Williams, 8 Mar 1934 Punta Gorda, Charlotte FL – 12 Jul 2005 Fort Myers, Lee 
FL. Resident of North Fort Myers FL in Oct 1973 & LaBelle FL in Aug 1993. Veteran of US 
Marine Corps in Korea. Listed as having 2 wives on Ancestry.com. – David married Rita 
Jeanette Polk (1938-2016) in Palm Beach Co. FL. They divorced Jan 1969 in Martin Co. FL. - 
Buried in Gardner Cemetery, Zolfo Springs, Hardee FL. F: 14517438 

• Rawleigh Williams, 6 Nov 1936 FL – 10 Jun 1938 Gardner, Hardee FL. Buried in Gardner 
Cemetery, Zolfo Springs, Hardee FL. F: 14517326 

• Shirley Yvonne Williams Spurlock Acuff Thornbury Carling, 6 Sep 1938 Arcadia, DeSoto FL – 
10 Oct 2014 Lehigh Acres, Lee FL. According to one Ancestry.com family tree, she had 5 
husbands. -As Shirley Spurlock, married Apr 1957 in Hendry Co. FL to Jared Rupert Acuff. -  
Mrs. Thornbury was a resident of West Palm Beach FL in Oct 1973. Shirley Thornbury 
divorced Billy L. Thornbury on 11 Oct 1973 in Palm Beach Co. FL. – Shirley Thornbury 
married Charles Lester Carling on 14 Oct 1978 in Palm Beach Co. FL. Shirley Carling was a 
resident of Lake Worth FL in Aug 1993.  – Shirley Carling is buried in Fort Denaud Cemetery, 
Fort Denaud, Hendry FL. F: 187052604 

• Robert Byron (“Bob”) Williams, 17 Sep 1940 Gardner, Hardee FL – 17 Jul 2012 Fort Myers, 
Lee FL. Resident of North Fort Myers FL in Oct 1973 & of LaBelle FL in Aug 1993. Married 14 
Aug 1992 in Hendry Co. FL to Freda Baldwin. – Was he the Robert Byron Williams who 
married 21 Feb 1971 in Athens, Clarke GA to Donna Kay Williams? Served in the US Army. 
Survived by children. Buried in Fort Denaud Cemetery, Fort Denaud, Hendry FL. F: 
156713190 

• Addie Lucille Williams, 4 Mar 1943 FL – 12 Jun 1945 DeSoto Co. FL. Buried in Gardner 
Cemetery, Zolfo Springs, Hardee FL. F: 26587067  

• Grace Wanda Williams Polk Sarver, 25 Mar 1944 FL – Grace Wanda Williams obtained a 
marriage license with George Early Polk in Apr 1960; they married May 1970 & divorced ca. 
Jan 1964. - Grace Wanda Williams is noted as divorcing Maurice O. Polk in Apr 1966 in Lee 
Co. FL. Wanda Polk was a resident of Stuart FL in Oct 1973.- Wife of Clyde Allen Sarver, 
whom she married 29 Aug 1975 as Grace Wanda Polk. Listed as Wanda Sarver of Salerno FL 
in Aug 1993.  Resident of Leesburg FL as of summer 2023.  

• Hazel Vondell Williams Stuber Woods, 23 Sep 1945 Arcadia, DeSoto FL – 30 Jan 2003 Fort 
Myers, Lee FL. Mrs. Hazel Woods was a resident of North Fort Myers FL in Oct 1973 & of 
LaBelle FL in Aug 1993. – According to Ancestry.com family trees, had 4 husbands. – As 
Hazel Vondell Stuber, she married Jun 1968 in Lee Co. FL to Ted Douglas Woods (1929-
1996, F: 14517503). They divorced 18 Jul 1979 in Lee Co. FL. Then Hazel Woods remarried 
Ted Douglas Woods n 14 Jun 1980 in Lee Co. FL. - Buried as Hazel Woods in Gardner 
Cemetery, Zolfo Springs, Hardee FL. F: 29729799 

• Gerald Richard. (Jerry) Williams, 31 Jun 1947 FL – 12 Jul 1980 West Palm Beach, Palm 
Beach FL. Jerry Williams was a resident of CA in Oct 1973.- Married 16 Jan 1971 in Martin 
Co. FL to Sherry Rose Tebbetts; divorced in Sep 1972 in Palm Beach Co. FL. – He divorced 
Cecelia in Apr 1980. Buried in Gardner Cemetery, Zolfo Springs, Hardee FL. F; 14517476 

 
Siblings:  There may be additional marriages for his siblings. 

• Infant boy Thomas, b. & d. 22 Jan 1890. Buried in Gardner Cemetery, Zolfo Springs, Hardee 
FL. 
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• Infant boy Thomas, b. & d. 11 Oct 1890. Buried in Gardner Cemetery, Zolfo Springs, Hardee 
FL. F: 26587114 

• Infant boy Thomas, b. & d. 18 Oct 1891. Buried in Gardner Cemetery, Zolfo Springs, Hardee 
FL. F: 26587117 

• Mary Emma Williams Pelham, 16 Nov 1892 Gardner, Hardee FL – 28 Jul 1964 Fort Myers, 
Lee FL. Wife of Thomas Owen Pelham (1887-1955, F: 26539048). Buried in Gardner 
Cemetery, Zolfo Springs, Hardee FL. F: 26539044 

• Millie J. Williams, 26 Feb 1897 FL – 20 Oct 1903 [presumably FL]. Died at age 6 years, 7 
months, 24 days. Buried in Gardner Cemetery, Zolfo Springs, Hardee FL. F: 26587144 

• William Andrew Williams Jr., 21 Jul 1899 FL – 9 Sep 1906 [presumably FL]. Buried in Gardner 
Cemetery, Zolfo Springs, Hardee FL. F: 26607678 

• Nettie Williams Newell, 28 Feb 1901 FL – 24 Jul 1989 Suwanee Co. FL. Wife of Bryant Edwin 
Newell Jr. (1899-1970, F: 26613012). Buried in Gardner Cemetery, Zolfo Springs, Hardee FL. 
F: 26628235 

• Elesey Williams, 9 Oct 1902 Manatee Co. FL – 22 Mar 1904. Find A Grave record shows 
difficult-to-read tombstone and indicates the first name may be inaccurate. Buried in 
Gardner Cemetery, Zolfo Springs, Hardee Fl. F: 47041287 

• Nola Naomi Williams Addison, 13 Sep 1904 Gardner, Hardee FL – 21 Apr 1965 Fort Myers, 
Lee FL. Married 22 Aug 1920 in Arcadia, DeSoto FL to Chester Claude Addison (1897-1985, 
F: 14517571). Buried in Gardner Cemetery, Zolfo Springs, Hardee FL. F; 14517556 

• Louie Jackson Williams, 25 Apr 1907 [or 1906] Gardner, Hardee FL – 24 Jan 1941 
[erroneously: 1940} on a highway 3 miles north of Punta Gorda, Charlotte FL. Louie was 
walking along the highway when he was hit by a truck carrying 8,000 pounds of rice, which 
swerved to avoid another car. Buried in Gardner Cemetery, Zolfo Springs, Hardee FL. F: 
14517512 

• Raymond Williams, 9 Apr 1909 Gardner, Hardee FL – 12 Jul 1979 Collier Co. FL. Married 25 
Nov 1957 to Martha Jane Landrum Beckman (1900-1997, F: 63279041). A note on Martha’s 
Find A Grave says “Aunt Martha” was not buried at that Find A Grave but is in Hillcrest 
Memorial Gardens, F: 61507900, where she is buried with the surname Green. – Raymond 
is buried in Baptist Church Cemetery, Immokalee, Collier FL. F: 63279078. 

• Virgil Reaford Williams, 26 Feb 1913 Gardner, Hardee FL – 10 Sep 1965 Fort Myers, Lee FL. 
Known as “Reaford.” Married Anna Mae Lowe on 25 Mar 1936 in Hardee Co. FL. – Married 
Anzie Lee Lemacks (1923-1999, F: 156202076) on 2 Mar 1940 in DeSoto Co. FL. They 
divorced in Apr 1947 & then on 19 Apr 1947, Virgil & Anzie Williams remarried in Lee Co. FL. 
Reaford committed suicide by shooting himself in the head with a .22-calibre weapon. Virgil 
is buried in Joshua Creek Cemetery, Arcadia, DeSoto FL. F; 32660632 

 
Notes:  
Family tree at:  
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/1482121/person/-
1934590806/facts?_phsrc=hFB69362&_phstart=successSource 
 
When John was born in Gardner FL in 1895, it was part of DeSoto County. Gardner became 
part of Hardee County when it was created in 1924. 
 
Pre-war: 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/1482121/person/-1934590806/facts?_phsrc=hFB69362&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/1482121/person/-1934590806/facts?_phsrc=hFB69362&_phstart=successSource
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Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 261-34-9306 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Charlie Apopka, DeSoto FL – conducted 5 Jul 1900 
William A. Williams, 39 GA, Apr 1861, parents b. GA, married 12 years, farmer 
Eleanora Z., 30 FL, May 1870, parents b. GA, gave birth to 7 children 
Mary E., 7 FL, Nov 1892 
John T., 5 FL, Mar 1895 
Millie J., 3 FL, 
William A., 10 months FL 
& mother May J. Williams, 70 GA, Feb 1830, father b. GA, mother b. SC, widow 
& sister Mary J. Williams, 50 GA, May 1850, parents b. GA, single 
& niece Mary E. Williams, 15 FL, Nov 1884, parents b. GA, at school 
 
1910 Gardner, DeSoto FL 
William A. Williams, 49 GA, parents b. GA, in 1st marriage, married 21 years, farmer, 
general farm 
Nannie, 40 FL, parents b. FL, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
John, 16 FL, farm laborer, home farm 
Nettie, 10 FL 
Nora, 5 FL 
Louis, 3 FL 
Raymond, 1 FL 
 
1920 Gardner, DeSoto FL  
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/6946768:6061?tid=&pid=&queryId=e41ccdb1f16f19cc4bcab6a6a6db82df&_
phsrc=hFB69918&_phstart=successSource 
John T. Williams, 24 FL, parents b. FL, driver, farm (?) saw mill 
Edna, 17 FL, parents b. FL [wife] 
 
1930 Precinct 8, Charlotte Co. FL 
John T. Williams, 35 FL, father b. GA, mother’s birthplace left blank, age 18 at 1st marriage, 
truck driver, transfer, WWI veteran 
Pearlie M., 25 GA, parents b. GA, age 18 at 1st marriage 
Nora, 5 FL 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6946768:6061?tid=&pid=&queryId=e41ccdb1f16f19cc4bcab6a6a6db82df&_phsrc=hFB69918&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6946768:6061?tid=&pid=&queryId=e41ccdb1f16f19cc4bcab6a6a6db82df&_phsrc=hFB69918&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6946768:6061?tid=&pid=&queryId=e41ccdb1f16f19cc4bcab6a6a6db82df&_phsrc=hFB69918&_phstart=successSource
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John T., 3 FL 
Wavia M., zero FL 
 
1940 Buchanan, Gardner FL 
John T. Williams, 44 FL, farmer 
Pearlie Mae, 33 GA 
Nora, 15 FL 
John T. Jr., 13 FL 
Warrie [Wavie], 9 FL 
Marie, 7 FL 
David, 6 FL 
Shirley, 2 FL 
& 2 farm laborers: 
Melvin Williams, 49 FL, divorced 
Austin Williams, 25 FL, single  
 
1945 FL state census – Precinct 15, Hardee Co. FL 
J.T. Thomas, 50 FL, 7th grade education, farmer 
Pearl M., 39 GA, 7th grade education, housewife 
J.T. Jr., 17 FL, high school, Navy 
Wava, 14 FL, 1st year of high school, clerk 
Alta Marie, 13 FL, in 9th grade, student 
David A., 11 FL, in 4th grade, student 
Shirley, 7 FL, in 2nd grade, student 
Robert, 5 FL, at house 
Ida Louise, 2 FL, at house [Addie Louise] 
Grace Wanda, 1 FL, at house 
 
1950 Lake Worth, Palm Beach FL 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/83432026:62308 
John T. Williams, 55 FL, occupation left blank 
Pearly M., 44 GA 
John T. Jr., 23 FL, truck driver, construction 
David A., 16 FL 
Shirley Y., 11 FL 
Robert, 9 FL 
Grace W., 6 FL 
Hazel V., 4 FL 
Jerry R., 3 FL 
 


