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TUSCANIA 

 

Wiggin, Gilbert Henry 
1887 MN – 1960 TX 

 

 
 

Gilbert Henry Wiggin – “Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” 10 Feb 1918 p 2 
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Gilbert Henry Wiggin, University of Minnesota yearbook, 1913 –  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/39757573/person/232201424764/media/14ef6232-de61-4127-a480-

ee7d68b81535?_phsrc=hFB68841&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/39757573/person/232201424764/media/14ef6232-de61-4127-a480-ee7d68b81535?_phsrc=hFB68841&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/39757573/person/232201424764/media/14ef6232-de61-4127-a480-ee7d68b81535?_phsrc=hFB68841&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/39757573/person/232201424764/media/14ef6232-de61-4127-a480-ee7d68b81535?_phsrc=hFB68841&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/40392_b065285-

00473?pId=181859309 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QY74-5NPZ 

 
 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QY74-5NPZ
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-
1S7L?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQXG-TKW2 

 

 
Obituary of Gilbert Henry Wiggin - “Lubbock [TX} Avalanche-Journal” Wednesday 16 

November 1960, p 4 
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TX death record of Filbert Henry Wiggin - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/771482559:2272 
 

 
Life: 
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[article continues] 

“Lexington (KY) Herald-Leader” Friday 7 Jun 1940 p 5 
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“Louisville [KY] Courier-Journal” Sunday 20 October 1940 p 75  

 
 

 
 

Wife Mabel Odell: 
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“Willmar (MN) Tribune” Wednesday 6 Aug 1919 p 6 

 
 

 
“Willmar (MN) Tribune” Wednesday 3 May 1922 p 2  
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Obituary of Mabel’s mother - “Willmar Tribune” Wednesday 9 Aug 1922 p 4  
Note: The Honorable Charles M. Reese had served in the MN state legislature as a 
representative in 1885 and 1887. When he died at age 73 on 27 June 1924 in NYC, he had 
been a Minneapolis resident for 45 years and the Minnesota state weighmaster for 13 
years. 
 

Wife Mary Elizabeth Hampton: 
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“Louisville (KY) Courier-Journal” Sunday 25 Apr 1948 p 114  
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/39757573/person/232201412573/facts 
 

 
“Lexington (KY) Herald-Leader” Tuesday 7 May 1946 p 16 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/39757573/person/232201412573/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/39757573/person/232201412573/facts
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“Lexington (KY) Herald-Leader” Thursday 18 Jul 1946 p 13 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/12834161:7545?tid=156424751&pid=432060822341&queryId=b95c3788fed
0e93dac7e9b6965abd874&_phsrc=hFB68918&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
Obituary: not sourced – died 5 Nov 2006 Abilene TX nursing home. Born 23 Dec 1910 in 

Granville OH to Irvine S. & Florence (Forwood) Hampton. She married Gilbert Henry Wiggin 
in 1942 in KY; he predeceased her. She was a graduate of Mary Hardin Baylor in Belton TX 

and Johns Hopkins School of Nursing in Baltimore MD. During her early nursing career, she 
served 43 counties in eastern Kentucky as a public health nurse for the American Cancer 

Society. After moving to Lubbock TX in 1956, she was a private duty nurse until the late 
1970s. She moved to Abilene TX in 2005. She is survived by one daughter, Alice Saunders 
of Cisco TX, and 5 grandchildren. The memorial service will be held at a future date by the 

family, in Corry IN. – could not relocate this record when attempted Jul 2023 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/809804366:60901?tid=156424751&pid=432060822341&queryId=5f51794d6
943356b1da33d3be0433ba7&_phsrc=hFB68920&_phstart=successSource 

 
Children by Mabel Odell: 

 

 
Son John Odell Wiggin (1922-1954) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421402106_04
14-00943?pId=117470 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421402106_0414-00943?pId=117470
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421402106_0414-00943?pId=117470
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Daughter Stella Wiggin d. 1928 - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/15145402/person/219360625/facts 
 

 
Son Edwin Parslow Wiggin (1924-1943) – Find A Grave 154933327 

 
In 1942, the Lexington KY city directory listed Edwin and John as students at the University 

of Kentucky, residing in Breckenridge Hall. Their father was listed as an instructor at the 
University of Kentucky. 

 
Daughter by Mary Elizabeth Hampton: 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15145402/person/219360625/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/15145402/person/219360625/facts
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Alice Elizabeth Wiggin Westerbrook Saunders – left: Lubbock (TX) High School yearbook 
1961 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/565786703:1265 and right: 

sophomore - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/561392978:1265 
 

Charles Ray Saunders – Find A Grave 65900284, with Alice Elizabeth Wiggin Saunders, 
born 26 May 1944, married 20 Dec 1969 – Find A Grave 65900284 

 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10300435:8795 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/565786703:1265
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/561392978:1265
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/10300435:8795
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“Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Saturday 30 Nov 1996 p 33 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/565786703:1265 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1379695:8788?tid=&pid=&queryId=6ee49db1ae009f8d35a2d3965c8126f6&
_phsrc=hFB68879&_phstart=successSource 

KY birth record of daughter Alice E. Wiggin 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/26773093:9168 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/311880697:8781 

 
Father: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/26773093:9168
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Father Jonathan Beede Wiggin - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/26308293/person/212431308051/media/f215e348-1409-435c-8cf9-
1058d4f6b649 

 

 
Death notice of father Jonathan Beede Wiggin – “Minneapolis Daily Times” Monday 20 Jul 

1896 p 5 
 

Father’s 1st wife Sarah Carman Swift 
 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4497058/person/24068888186/facts 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26308293/person/212431308051/media/f215e348-1409-435c-8cf9-1058d4f6b649
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26308293/person/212431308051/media/f215e348-1409-435c-8cf9-1058d4f6b649
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/26308293/person/212431308051/media/f215e348-1409-435c-8cf9-1058d4f6b649
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4497058/person/24068888186/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4497058/person/24068888186/facts 

 
 

 

 
“The American Friend” 21 Feb 1918 p 163 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/4933:3714 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/4497058/person/24068888186/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4933:3714
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4933:3714
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“Minneapolis Journal” Saturday 19 Jan 1918 p 7 

 
Mother: 
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Mother Hester Cowley Parslow Wiggin - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/26308293/person/212431307814/media/deb9d60b-1ff5-42bc-8713-

3d56bbd925e8 
 
 

 
KY death record of Hester Cowley Parslow Wiggin - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/555851:1222?tid=15145402&pid=219380384&queryId=b2c4a09b5744171ce

c457d771e1fae72&_phsrc=hFB68853&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/555851:1222?tid=15145402&pid=219380384&queryId=b2c4a09b5744171cec457d771e1fae72&_phsrc=hFB68853&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/555851:1222?tid=15145402&pid=219380384&queryId=b2c4a09b5744171cec457d771e1fae72&_phsrc=hFB68853&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/555851:1222?tid=15145402&pid=219380384&queryId=b2c4a09b5744171cec457d771e1fae72&_phsrc=hFB68853&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of mother Hester Parslow Wiggin – “Minneapolis Star Tribune” Wednesday 8 Nov 

1939 p 7 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/845865:2561 

 
Siblings: 

 

 
Sister Stella Catherine Wiggin (1890-1891) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/26308293/person/212431308052/facts 
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Obituary of brother Richard Septimus Wiggin (1882-1948) – “Minneapolis Star” Friday 8 Feb 1948 p 

1 
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“Minneapolis Star Tribune” Saturday 23 Jan 1915 p 15 
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“Minneapolis Star” Thursday 1 Sep 1932 p 2 
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“Minneapolis Star Tribune” Friday 28 Jul 1933 p 1 
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“Minneapolis Star Tribune” Sunday 7 May 1911 p 7 
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Half-sister: 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91256147:70873 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91256147:70873
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40 
 

 



41 
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Wedding of Abby Junius Wiggin & George Sherman Murtfeldt –  note the absence of any mention of 

anyone named Wiggin -“St. Paul (MN) Globe” Thursday 3 Oct 1889 p 4 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7250928:5062 

 

 
“Minneapolis Journal” Saturday 1 Oct 1881 p 1 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7250928:5062
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/46582849:2495?tid=18539085&pid=18598206299&queryId=51c9374e40551e7a899
18c6474df22a7&_phsrc=hFB68846&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/425227:3714 

 
             
 
http://spotidoc.com/doc/50098/nov-%E2%80%93dec-obits-2006--november-obits-for-
wednesday-novembe… page 41   

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Gilbert Henry Wiggin 
Name variations:  Wiggins  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E – sergeant 1st class 
Serial number:  250,680 
Entered service from:  Minneapolis, Hennepin MN 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Gilbert H. Wiggin 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: brother R.S. Wiggin, 1501 Russell Ave. N., Minneapolis MN 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Gilbert H. Wiggin 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: brother Richard S. Wiggin, 1501 Russell Ave., North 
Minneapolis MN (1st sgt, 17th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
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World War I draft registration (1917): as Gilbert Henry Wiggin b. 1 Aug 1887 Hassan MN; res: 
Cloquet, Carlton MN. Single. Assistant superintendent, forestry station, Knife Falls MN. Has 
dependent mother. Medium height & build. Note on 2nd page reads: “support and care of mother” 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Quicksand KY 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Gilbert Henry Wiggin b. 1 Aug 1887 Hennepin Co. 
MN; res: Quicksand, Breathitt KY. Contact Roger W. Jones, Quicksand KY. Employed as a forester 
with the U of KY, Breathitt Co. KY. Height: 5'6" - 145 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  13 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  8 Jun 1919 
Address:  Tower MN 
Rank/unit:    sergeant 1st class, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  1 Aug 1887 Hassan, Hennepin MN  
Died: 14 Nov 1960 Lubbock, Lubbock TX (found dead slumped in his car in the 3100 block 
of Amherst around 1:15 p.m., inquest delivered verdict of heart attack)  
Find A Grave record: 8604875 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Lubbock, Lubbock TX 
Cemetery:  City of Lubbock 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Texas 1st Sgt 17 Co 20 Engineers WWI  
 
Father: Jonathan Beede (Bede) Wiggin. 1832 [or 14 Jul 1831] Sandwich, Carroll NH – 18 Jul 
1896 Hassan, Hennepin Co. MN. Son of Richard Wiggin & Mehitable Beede.  
His first wife was Sarah Carman Swift, whom he married 12 Jul 1854. They had a daughter, 
Abby Junius Wiggin, in 1856 or 857. 
Presumably divorced, as Sarah lived to 1918, reverting to the surname of Swift, and 
Jonathan married Hester Parslow in 1879.  
Buried in Saint John’s Episcopal Cemetery, Rogers, Hennepin MN.  
Find A Grave:  32376586 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/18539085/person/18545634918/facts?_phsrc=hFB68844&_phstart=succ
essSource 
 
Mother: Hester (Hetty) Cowley Parslow Wiggin, 7 Dec 1852 Dursley, Gloucestershire, 
England – 6 Nov 1939 Quicksand, Breathitt KY. Daughter of Septimus Parslow & Catherine 
Sarah Hawkins. Buried in Saint John’s Episcopal Church Cemetery, Rogers, Hennepin MN.  
Find A Grave:  32376563 
Parents’ marriage:  12 Apr 1879 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. 
 
Father’s 1st wife: 
Sarah Carman Swift Wiggin, reverted to Swift – or never changed it to Wiggin?, 11 Feb 1829 
Falmouth, Barnstable MA – 17 Jan 1918 Hennepin Co. MN. 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/18539085/person/18545634918/facts?_phsrc=hFB68844&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/18539085/person/18545634918/facts?_phsrc=hFB68844&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/18539085/person/18545634918/facts?_phsrc=hFB68844&_phstart=successSource
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Daughter of Silas Swift & Chloe Bowerman. 
Jonathan Wiggin & Sarah Swift had daughter Abby Junius Wiggin (later Murtfeldt). 
In the 1895 MN state census, Mrs. S.C. Swift (66 MA) lived at 519 Nicollet Avenue, 
Minneapolis, Hennepin MN with Geo. S. Murtfeldt (37 IL, florist), his wife Mrs. G.S. 
Murtfeldt [i.e. Abby Wiggin Murtfeldt] & their 2 children, Sarah E. (5 MN) & Gertrude #. (10 
months MN).  
Sarah C. Swift is buried in Lakewood Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. 
Find A Grave: 33508482 
 
Spouse: Mabel Helen Odell Wiggin, 31 October 1891 Willmar, Kandiyohi MN [1900 census] – 13 
Jun 1928 Castle Rock, Dakota Co. MN, the day after the death of her daughter Stella. 
Daughter of Peter August Carlson Odell (F: 43353040), who served as sheriff of Kandiyohi Co. MN & 
Carrie (Karen Mathea) Reese (Riis) (F: 43353068). 
In the 1900 census for Willmar MN, Mabel Odell b. Oct 1891 MN, has a father born 
Sweden, & mother Carrie born Norway. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage: 5 Aug 1919 Yellow Medicine Co. MN 
 
Spouse: Mary Elizabeth Hampton Wiggin, 23 Dec 1910 Granville, Licking OH – 5 Nov 2006 Abilene, 
Taylor TX.  SSN 455-48-8289 
Daughter of Irvine Sullivan Hampton (F: 186557538) & Florence Forwood (F: 124622885). 
A nurse. She lived in Lubbock TX 1956-2005.  
She is not mentioned as a survivor in Gilbert’s obituary. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 
Marriage: 1942 in KY. In May 1946, Mary Hampton Wiggin filed for divorce against Gilbert 
Henry Wiggin, charging drunkenness and “cruel beating” & asking for custody of their child, 
$150 a month and a restraining order. But she continues to appear in newspaper articles, 
identified as his wife. 
 
Children: by wife Mabel Odell 

• Gilbert Henry Wiggin, 1920 MN - 5 May 1920 Knife Falls, Carlton County MN.  
• John Odell Wiggin, 18 Feb 1922 Hennepin Co. MN - 21 Aug 1954 [probably Alaska]. Married   

- In 1950 census, John O. Wiggin, 27 MN resided with wife Bernice E., 25 MN & 3 children in 
Minneapolis, Hennepin MN where he was a draftsman for flour mill manufacturing. Buried 
in Anchorage Memorial Park Cemetery Anchorage, Anchorage Borough AK. F: 67343853 

• Edwin Parslow Wiggin, 9 June 1924 MN [not Quicksand KY as indicated on Find A Grave] - 11 
Mar 1943 in the North Atlantic in World War II. Edwin had left his studies at the University of 
Kentucky & entered the Merchant Marine Academy. He was aboard the Liberty ship 
“William C. Gorgas” when it was torpedoed 10 Mar 1943 in the North Atlantic. The ship had 
been struck by a torpedo from a German U-boat amidships – just like the “Tuscania.” It is 
believed Edwin was initially saved by the British ship “HMS Harvester,” which picked up 51 
survivors – but five hours later, “Harvester” was torpedoed twice & sank. Only 12 of the 51 
“Gorgas” survivors survived the “Harvester” sinking. Edwin did not survive. He was age 18. 
Lost at sea. F: 154933327 
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• Stella (Estella) Catherine Wiggin, 30 May 1880 Hassan, Hennepin MN - 12 Jun 1928 Dakota 
Co. MN. Perhaps named after Gilbert’s sister who had died as a child. Her mother Mabel 
Wiggin died the day after Stella died, on 13 Jun 1928, in Dakota Co. MN. 

 
Children: by wife Elizabeth Hampton 

• Alice Elizabeth Hampton Westbrook Saunders, 26 May 1944 Fayette Co. KY. Resident of 
Cisco TX in Jul 2023. Married 22 Nov 1966 in Lubbock, Lubbock TX to Michael Fontaine 
Westbrook (4 Jul 1944 TX – 17 Sep 2013 TX, F: 117310333), who later married Sharyn Ann 
Nicholas on 7 Jun 1969. – Married Charles Ray Saunders (7 May 1936 TX – 1996 TX, F: 
65900284) on 20 Dec 1969.  

 
Siblings:  

• Stella Catherine Wiggin, 1880 – 1891. Buried in Saint John’s Episcoopal Cemetery, Rogers, 
Hennepin MN. F: 32376625 

• Richard Septimus Wiggin, 8 Jun 1892 MN - 6 Feb 1948 Hennepin Co. MN. Attorney. In the 
1910 census had been married 4 years to Anna S. Wiggin, age 27 MN (ca. 1893) - Married to 
wife Alice at the time of his death. Buried in Saint John’s Episcopal Cemetery, Rogers, 
Hennepin MN. F: 234630480 

 
Half-sister: by his father’s 1st marriage, to Sarah Carman Smith 

• Abby Junius Wiggin Murtfeldt, 14 May 1856 either Falmouth MA, or Eastham, Barnstable MA 
[MA birth records differ] – 26 Jul 1931 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. Married on 2 Oct 1889 in 
a Quaker ceremony in Minneapolis, Hennepin MN to George Sherman Murtfeldt (1857-
1940, F: 83300154). Buried in Lakewood Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. F; 
83300052 

 
 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Gilbert Henry Wiggin received a Bachelor of Science degree in forestry from the University of 
Minnesota College of Forestry in 1915. 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 466-48-3071 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Hassan, Hennepin MN – conducted 18/19/21 Jun 1880 
Jonathan B. Wiggin, 47 NH, parents b. NY, farmer/schoolteacher 
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Hettie C., 27 England, parents b. England, keeping house 
Stella Catherine, 2 months MN, b. May 1880 
& sister Huldah Ann Wiggin, 44 NH, parents b. NH, housekeeping 
 
1900 Hassan township, Hennepin Co. MN 
Hetty C. Wiggin, 48 England, Dec 1852, parents b. England, emigrated 1855, in US for 45 
years, citizenship status unknown, widow, teacher, gave birth to 3 children, 2 are living. 
Richard S., 18, MN, Jun 1892, father b. NH, mother b. England, farmer 
Gilbert H., 13 MN, Aug 1887, father b. NH, mother b. England, at school 
 
1905 MN state census – Minneapolis, Hennepin MN 
Mrs. Hattie C. Wiggin, 52 England, parents b. England 
Richard S., 23 MN, parents b. England, student deputy clerk 
Gilbert H., 17 MN 
 
1910 Hassan, Hennepin MN 
Hettie C. Wiggin, 57 England, parents b. England, widow, emigrated 1855, was married 31 
years, gave birth to 3 children, 2 are living 
Gilbert H., 32 MN, father b. NH, mother b. England, single, student, university 
& 2 roomers 
 
The previous census entry was for Hettie’s other son: 
Richard S. Wiggin, 27 MN, parents b. England, in 1st marriage, married 4 years, Hennepin 
County deputy district clerk 
Anna S., 27 MN, father b. Austria (German), mother b. Austria (Bohemia), pharmacist, retail 
drug store, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
Gladys A., 2 MN 
 
1930 Cloquet, Carlton MN – son Edwin  
Edwin Wiggin, 5 MN, boarder with: 
Roy G. Spurbeck, 40 MN 
Ruby, 36 MN 
George, 11 MN 
Ruth, 5 MN 
 
1930 Cloquet, Carlton MN – son John 
John Wiggin, 8 MN, lodger with: 
Carl & Madeline Sandstrom 
 
1930 Cloquet, Carlton MN 
G.H. Wiggin, 42 MN, father b. NH, mother b. England, widowed, camp auditor, laborer, 
WWI veteran 
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1940 Quicksand, Breathitt KY – same house in 1935 
Gilbert Wiggin, 52 MN, widowed, forester, University of Kentucky, Rusk Experimental 
Station 
John O., 18 MN [son] 
Edwin P., 15 MN [son] 
 
1950 Borger, Hutchinson TX 
Gilbert H. Wiggin, 62 MN, census enumerator, US census 
Elizabeth, 39 OH, registered nurse, Phillips Medical Center 
Alice E., 5 KY 
 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/194028393:62308?tid=&pid=&queryId=eb68df08300e0f5ba29913226fd7824
0&_phsrc=hFB68910&_phstart=successSource 
 


