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TUSCANIA 
   

Widman, William Joseph Sr. 
1896 MI – 1973 FL 

 
 

 
William Joseph Widman – “Detroit Free Press” 9 Feb 1918 p 3 
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Obituary of William Joseph Widman - "Palm Beach (FL) Post" Thursday 8 Nov 1973 p 40  

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/112502:2560?ssrc=pt&tid=70314114&pid=160048046200 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/112502:2560?ssrc=pt&tid=70314114&pid=160048046200
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/112502:2560?ssrc=pt&tid=70314114&pid=160048046200
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4169180:2375 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-

19DY?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQXG-4VZM 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4169180:2375
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Life: 

 

 

 
Port Huron (MI) “Times Herald” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 4 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/209748711/ 
 

 

 
“Cincinnati (OH) Enquirer” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/209748711/
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“Detroit Free Press” Wednesday 23 Sep 1931 p 11 

 

 
Is this him? “South Bend (IN) Tribune” Tueday 18 Apr 1939 p 22 

 

 
“Terre Haute (IN) Tribune” Sunday 16 Feb 1958 p 3 

 
Wife (?) Emilie V. Rousseau 
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Obituary of Emilie V. Rousseau Widman Tyler - "Port Huron (MI) Times Herald" Monday 6 

Jan 1958 p 13 
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The rest of this record is not filled in – as are the other records – with a date of marriage, 

officiant, location, witnesses – perhaps only license obtained but not married? 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/472244:9093 

 
 

 
Marriage license – “Detroit Evening Times” Thursday 12 Apr 1917 p 9 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/472244:9093
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Note Emelie Rousseau says she has not been previously married when she marries on 11 
Oct 1921 in Wayne Co. MI to William Burnley Tyler - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9093/images/41326_342226-
00380?pId=4180045 

 
Wife Marjorie Harriet George 
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Fiancee Marjorie George – “Brooklyn (NY) Daily Eagle” Sunday 27 Apr 1919 p 37 
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Marriage on 28 Jun 1919 in Woodhaven NY to Marjorie Harriet George – “Brooklyn (NY) 

Times Union” Sunday 29 Jun 1919 p 6 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/23249262:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=31a6e9d31abf3866d504b5b4cedd07d
0&_phsrc=hFB68798&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23249262:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=31a6e9d31abf3866d504b5b4cedd07d0&_phsrc=hFB68798&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23249262:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=31a6e9d31abf3866d504b5b4cedd07d0&_phsrc=hFB68798&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23249262:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=31a6e9d31abf3866d504b5b4cedd07d0&_phsrc=hFB68798&_phstart=successSource


13 
 

 
William filed for divorce on 21 Oct 1920, charging extreme cruelty – no minor children were 

involved, quotation mark “ = “granted” on 25 May 1921, the action was contested - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6411597:9092 

 

 

 
Marjorie Harriet George Widman obtained marriage license with John J. Jordan on 24 Mar 

1927 in Queens NY - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8459360:61406 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8459360:61406
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Married 3 Apr 1927 in Queens NY - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/4036595:9105 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4036595:9105
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4036595:9105
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2nd marriage of Marjorie Harriet George Widman [here referred to as “Miss” George] to John 

Jacob Jordan – “Brooklyn Chat” Saturday 9 Apr 1927 p 19 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3702878:61861 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3702878:61861
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Obituary of Marjorie Harriet George Widman Jordan – “Newsday (Suffolk Edition” (Melville 

NY) Monday 4 Jul 1994 p 21 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/725379778/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/725379778/
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“Newsday (Nassau Edition”) (Hempstead NY) Monday 29 May 1989 p 5 

 
 
 

Wife Selma Ada Scott 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/70314114/person/160048014877/facts 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/70314114/person/160048014877/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/70314114/person/160048014877/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/70314114/person/160048014877/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/70314114/person/160048014877/facts 
 
 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/11234325:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=64b04a94cb7760a2f6326127dd0c493
f&_phsrc=hFB68816&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

Children: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/70314114/person/160048014877/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/70314114/person/160048014877/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/70314114/person/160048046608/facts 
 

 
Son William Joseph Widman Jr. - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/70314114/person/160048046608/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/70314114/person/160048046608/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/70314114/person/160048046608/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/70314114/person/160048046608/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/70314114/person/160048046608/facts
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Marriage of daughter Patricia Widman to Robert V. Arnell - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/4805044:60282?tid=&pid=&queryId=bfb4b4ec85d215ce282c706f9cb66ef7&

_phsrc=hFB68819&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4805044:60282?tid=&pid=&queryId=bfb4b4ec85d215ce282c706f9cb66ef7&_phsrc=hFB68819&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4805044:60282?tid=&pid=&queryId=bfb4b4ec85d215ce282c706f9cb66ef7&_phsrc=hFB68819&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4805044:60282?tid=&pid=&queryId=bfb4b4ec85d215ce282c706f9cb66ef7&_phsrc=hFB68819&_phstart=successSource


23 
 

Is this her? “Sault Sainte Marie (MI) Evening News” Thursday 8 Nov 1973 p 2 
 
 
 
 

Father: 
 

 
Obituary of father Joseph W. Widman – “Detroit Free Press” Thursday 9 Sep 1948 p 22 

 
 

 
Children: 
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Marriage of son William Joseph Widman Jr. - "Detroit Free Press" Sunday 23 May 1948 p 33 

–  
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marriage of daughter Patricia Widman to Robert Vincent AMELL on 10 Apr 1947 Steuben 

Co. IN - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-L15N-7XT?i=320&cc=1410397 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name:  William Joseph Widman 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 100th Aero Squadron, 10th Squad - private 
Serial number:  249,924 
Entered service from:  Detroit, Wayne MI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William J. Widman 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Joseph Widman, 204 Atkinson Ave., Detroit MI  
Returned from war on: "Plattsburg" Feb 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: William J. Widman 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Christina Widman, 204 Atkinson Ave., 
Detroit MI (pvt, 49th Aero Squadron) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as William Joseph Widman - b. 7 Oct 1896 Detroit MI; 
res: 916 Oakridge St., Royal Oak, Oakland MI. Contact: Lester Hurlbert, 2000 – 2nd Blvd., 
Detroit MI. Employed at Detroit Edison, 2000 – 2nd Blvd., Detroit MI. Height: 5’5 ½” – 165 
lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  date not listed 
Discharged:  date not listed 
Born: 7 Oct 1896 
Died: date not listed 
Address:  14192 Prevost, Detroit MI 
Rank/unit:    private, 49th Aero Squadron A S  
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   7 Oct 1896 Detroit, Wayne MI  
Died: 7 Nov 1973 Palm Beach, Palm Beach FL   
Find A Grave record: 14020573 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower   
Burial location:  Detroit, Wayne MI 
Cemetery:  Grand Lawn 
Tombstone: not pictured: inscription: Michigan Pvt US Army WWI 
 
Father:  Joseph William Widman, 28 Jan 1865 Bay City, Bay MI – 7 Sep 1948 Detroit, Wayne 
MI. Buried in Grand Lawn Cemetery, Detroit, Wayne MI. 
Find A Grave:  14020567 
 
Mother: Christina Campbell Widman, 27 Nov 1864 Scotland – 20 Nov 1949 Detroit, Wayne 
MI.  
Daughter of Norman Campbell & Mary Morrison. 
Buried in Grand Lawn Cemetery, Detroit, Wayne MI. 
Find A Grave:  14020568 
Parents’ marriage:   
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Perhaps not married? – license applied for, marriage information not filled out 
?Spouse: Emelie/Emilie/Emily V. Rousseau Widman Tyler, 1 May 1894 [but tombstone 
inscribed 1898] – 1958.  
Daughter of Richard Z. Rousseau & Marie/Maria/Mary Girardin (also listed as Girard & 
found as Dubois). 
Emilie V. Rousseau married 20 Oct 1921 in Detroit, Wayne MI to William B. Tyler, b. KY. She 
was listed as the daughter of Richard Z. Rousseau & Mary L. Dubois [mother remarried?], 
age 22. William Tyler was a WWI veteran, son of Eugene Tyler & Carrie Fuqua. Witnesses: 
Milton Rousseau & Antoinette Rousseau (her siblings). Married by a Catholic priest so 
either marriage to Widman was annulled or was not valid in the eyes of the church.  
Emilie’s husband was William Burnley Tyler, 1898-1988, F: 187227262. 
Buried Saint Catherine’s Cemetery, Algonac MI  
Spouse Find A Grave:  187227239 
Marriage: 11 Apr 1917 Wayne Co. MI. Both were age 21 & residents of Detroit, Wayne MI. 
She was a clerk. Either a divorce occurred & she reverted to her maiden name, or this 
marriage was annulled, as Emelie's surname is Rousseau in the 1920 census & she is living 
with her parents, listed as "single" 
 
Spouse: Marjorie Harriet George Widman, 12 Jun 1901 Queens NY – 2 Jul 1994 NY. 
Daughter of Frederick Bradley George (F: 176120849) & Lillian Dale (F: 176115187). Had 
served as a yeomanette at the Brooklyn Navy Yard in WWI, lying about her age to enter the 
service. 
Married John Jacob Jordan, whom she had known in childhood, on 3 Apr 1927 in Queens 
NY. He was born 21 Nov 1903 in Manhattan NY, the son of John Joseph & Maggie Jordan. He 
died in 1981.  
Spouse Find A Grave: 
Marriage: 27 Jun 1919 Woodhaven, Queens NY, in the home of the bride’s parents, on the 
25th wedding anniversary of her parents. Divorced 25 May 1921 in MI. Divorce action filed 
by William on 21 Oct 1920, charging extreme cruelty. The divorce was contested; no 
children.  
 
Spouse: Selma Ada Scott Widman, 5 Dec 1903 Terre Haute, Vigo IN – 8 Jul 1981 Warren, 
McComb MI. 
In the 1910 census for Terre Haute IN, Selma Scott, b. ca. 1904 IN, is the daughter of 
Joseph Weaver Scott (1880-1930, F: 175697150) & Minnie Hamilton (7 Jan 1882 Hutsonville 
IL -    ). Minnie was the daughter of William Hamilton & Mary Drake. Her father is buried with 
Hattie Bell (1880-1972, F: 175692072).  
Resided with William & children William Jr. & Patricia in Royal Oak, Oakland MI in the 1940 
census. 
Buried in Oak Hill Cemetery, Pontiac, Oakland MI.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  242947000 
Marriage: 21 Mar 1923 Cook Co. IL. William (age 26) married Selma Scott (age 19).  
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?Spouse: Minnie M. ----- Widman.  Surviving spouse of William Widman in his obituary – 
but, since wife Selma Scott Widman was still alive – and her mother’s name was Minnie 
Hamilton Scott – was Selma’s name confused with that of her mother?  
Or – had William married his mother-in-law Minnie Hamilton Scott? 
See the 1930 census entry below. 
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: by Selma Scott 

• William Joseph Widman Jr., 10 Aug 1924 Detroit, Wayne MI – 23 Dec 2006 Southern 
Pines, Moore NC.  Resident of West Bloomfield MI in Nov 1973 when his father died. 
– Married Margaret Allyn McLintock on 15 May 1948 in Detroit, Wayne MI. She was 
the daughter of Allen W. McLintock. Not on Find A Grave as of 9 Jul 2023. 

• Patricia Widman Amell Kaiser, 11 Apr 1926 Royal Oak, Oakland MI -  Married 10 Apr 
1947 in Steuben Co. IN to Robert Vincent AMELL, the son of William Peter Arnell 
(deceased), b. Baraga MI & Victoria Beaudoin, b. Point Mills MI, a factory worker. 
First marriage for both, Patricia, unemployed, was the daughter of William J. 
Widman, b. Detroit, electrical engineer, res. of Detroit & Selma Scott, b. Terre Haute 
IN, res. of Detroit. – Robert Amell, b. 19 Jan 1925 Royal Oak, Oakland MI, died 4 Aug 
1977 & is buried with wife Ramona in Crown Hill Cemetery, Wheat Ridge, Jefferson 
CO, F: 202271364. -  Their divorce notice was published in the “Reno (NV) Gazette-
Journal” of Friday 23 Oct 1964 p 15. - Mrs. Patricia Kaiser was a resident of 
Encinitas, San Diego Co. CA in Nov 1973 when her father died. 

 
Siblings:  

• Ethel M. Widman [listed as Wildmen on Find A Grave record] Ward, 10 Apr 1895 
Detroit, Wayne MI – 20 Mar 1978 Pontiac, Oakland MI. Wife of Arthur Field Ward 
(1895-1986, F: 11220478). Buried in Commerce Village Burying Ground, Commerce, 
Oakland MI. F: 11220480 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 364-10-4330 
 
Censuses: 
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1900 Detroit, Wayne MI – 311 Willis Ave. 
Joseph W. Widman, 38 MI, Jan 1862, parents b. Germany, married 14 years, foreman, 
Edison Electric Light 
Christina, 37 Scotland, Nov 1872 [this has to be incorrect, more likely Nov 1862], parents 
b. Scotland, emigrated 1864, in US for 36 years, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Ethel M., 5 MI, Apr 1895 MI 
William J. , 4 MI, Oct 1896 
 
1910 Detroit, Wayne MI 
Joseph W. Widman, 46 MI, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, married 24 years, 
electrician, electric light company 
Christine, 45 Scotland, parents b. Scotland, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are 
living 
Ethel M., 15 MI 
William S., 13 MI 
& boarder Janet M. Allan, 33 Scotland, parents b. Scotland, single, emigrated 1890, 
stenographer, electric light plant 
 
1910 – future wife (?) Emelie Rousseau 
Richard E. ROUSEA, 40 MI 
Marie, 38 MI 
Emelie, 15 MI 
Berneatte, 14 MI 
Lillie, 12 MI 
Antoiette 10 MI 
Richard, 4 MI 
 
1920 Detroit, Wayne MI – future wife 
Richard Z. Rousseau, 49 MI, yachtsman 
Mary L,, 47 MI 
Emelie V., 22 mI, single, post office clerk 
Bernadette, 21 MI 
Lily J. 19 MI 
Antoinette M., 18 MI 
Milton R., 14 MI 
 
 
1920 Detroit, Wayne MI – 516 Seward 
William J. Widman, 23 MI, father b. MI, mother b. Scotland, electrician, electric light 
company ]indexed as WIDMAR but is Widman] 
Marjorie, 18 NY, parents b. NY 
 
1930 cannot locate him 
 



31 
 

This entry is linked to William Joseph Widman Jr. in Ancestry.com data. Mary Hamilton was 
his maternal great-grandmother. Minnie Hamilton Scott was William Jr.’s maternal 
grandmother.  
1930 Chicago, Cook IL 
Mary Hamilton, 74 IL, parents b. IL, widow 
Minnie Scott, 49 IL, parents b. IL, widow [daughter] 
Catherine Mahoney, 43 IL, widow [daughter] 
William Woodman, 5 MI, parents b. IL [grandson] 
 
1940 Royal Oak, Oakland MI – 916 Oakridge – in 1935 in Detroit, Wayne MI 
William Widman, 43 MI, public utility estimator 
Selma 36 IN 
William. 15 MI 
Patricia, 14 MI  
 
1945 FL state census – Dade Co. FL – 1210 Madrid 
Selma Widman, 41 IN, house wife, 4 years of high school 
Minnie Scott, 63 IL, no occupation listed, 2 years of college 
 
 
 


