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TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Whittington, Walter Leonard/Lawrence 

1895 MS – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 

 
Walter Leonard Whittington – Find A Grave 57194801 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1469093:2590?tid=&pid=&queryId=42359e474da07905f024b3d415ec1de8&
_phsrc=hFB68634&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1469093:2590?tid=&pid=&queryId=42359e474da07905f024b3d415ec1de8&_phsrc=hFB68634&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1469093:2590?tid=&pid=&queryId=42359e474da07905f024b3d415ec1de8&_phsrc=hFB68634&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1469093:2590?tid=&pid=&queryId=42359e474da07905f024b3d415ec1de8&_phsrc=hFB68634&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-B33W-
K?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQBG-QLZM 

 
 
 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92H-

X?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-ZTTC 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-

87K7?i=25&cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-V78W 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-B33W-K?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQBG-QLZM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-B33W-K?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQBG-QLZM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92H-X?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-ZTTC
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92H-X?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-ZTTC
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Life: 
 

 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 7 

 

 
“Austin (TX) American” Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 3 
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Walter’s premonition of death before he sailed: “I feel like my time is not far off, when I 

shall have ‘gone the last mile of my way.’ “  - "Whitewright (TX) Sun" Friday 1 Mar 1918 p 4 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/87603258/ 

 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/87603258/
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“Waco (TX) Times-Herald” Sunday 31 Mar 1918 p 14 

 
 
 
 

 
Error: husband of Hazel Whittington, not her son – “Fort Worth (TX) Record-Telegram” 

Saturday 4 Apr 1920 p 1 
 

Wife: 
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Marriage of Walter L. Whittington to Hazel Thomas on 16 Sep 1917 Grayson Co. TX - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/23308532:9168?tid=73325294&pid=200085591258&queryId=b25d883a5d2b

f77d764596e3413317f4&_phsrc=hFB68628&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1916057:5187 

 
Daughter: 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23308532:9168?tid=73325294&pid=200085591258&queryId=b25d883a5d2bf77d764596e3413317f4&_phsrc=hFB68628&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23308532:9168?tid=73325294&pid=200085591258&queryId=b25d883a5d2bf77d764596e3413317f4&_phsrc=hFB68628&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23308532:9168?tid=73325294&pid=200085591258&queryId=b25d883a5d2bf77d764596e3413317f4&_phsrc=hFB68628&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1916057:5187
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TX birth certificate of daughter Walter Louise Whittington - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/156944:2275?tid=&pid=&queryId=d020d4e7f8130b1c38ff1a6f4e2f1a47&_ph

src=hFB68641&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/156944:2275?tid=&pid=&queryId=d020d4e7f8130b1c38ff1a6f4e2f1a47&_phsrc=hFB68641&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/156944:2275?tid=&pid=&queryId=d020d4e7f8130b1c38ff1a6f4e2f1a47&_phsrc=hFB68641&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/156944:2275?tid=&pid=&queryId=d020d4e7f8130b1c38ff1a6f4e2f1a47&_phsrc=hFB68641&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of daughter Walter Louise Whittington West (1918-1966) – “Wilmington (OH) 

News-Journal” Saturday 3 Sep 1966 p 2 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/964184298:61379 

 
Guardian of daughter: 
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Walter Louise Whittington’s sister Lillie Cornelia Thomas Gaston 14 Aug 1886 TX - 12 Nov 

1974, buried Fairlawn Cemetery, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK. F: 35219805, became 
Walter Louise’s guardian until her 18th birthday. 

Lillie’s husband Elijah W. Gaston (1870 – 1935. F: 35219797 
 
 

 
“Oklahoma City (OK) Daily Law Journal-Record” Saturday 11 Jan 1936 p 3 

 
 

 
“Oklahoma City (OK) Daily Law Journal-Record” Friday 14 Aug 1936 p 3 

 

 
Walter Louise would have become 18 years old on 26 Jun 1936 - "Oklahoma Daily Law 

Journal" (Oklahoma City OK) Wednesday 26 Aug 1936 p 1  
 

 
Father: 
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“Kosciusko (MS) Star Ledger” Friday 18 Nov 1904 p 5 

 

 
“Sumner (MS) Herald Progress” Thursday 1 Apr 1909 p 1 
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“Sumner (MS) Herald Progress” Thursday 20 May 1909 p 5 

 

 
“Kosciusko (MS) Star-Herald” Friday 31 Aug 1917 p 10 
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Obituary of father Eugene C. Whittington – “McComb (MS) Enterprise-Journal” Monday 28 

May 1951 p 4 
 

Mother: 
 
 
 

 
  



17 
 

 
Siblings: 

 

 
Obituary of brother Everette Shelley Whittington (1896-1989) – “McComb (MS) Enterprise-

Journal” Monday 19 Jun 1989 p 10 
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Everette Shelley Whittington & Alma Tanner marriage 18 Mar 1916 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/23308542:9168?tid=73325294&pid=38430846283&queryId=be37c91f8ee69

5d266961058f377ef2b&_phsrc=hFB68606&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Sister Mary Lavicia Whittington Granger Prange (1898-1971) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/725332:61460?tid=73325294&pid=38436318336&queryId=b83bfbdf2c408a

cbab5ccb9693852a35&_phsrc=hFB68609&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23308542:9168?tid=73325294&pid=38430846283&queryId=be37c91f8ee695d266961058f377ef2b&_phsrc=hFB68606&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23308542:9168?tid=73325294&pid=38430846283&queryId=be37c91f8ee695d266961058f377ef2b&_phsrc=hFB68606&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23308542:9168?tid=73325294&pid=38430846283&queryId=be37c91f8ee695d266961058f377ef2b&_phsrc=hFB68606&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/725332:61460?tid=73325294&pid=38436318336&queryId=b83bfbdf2c408acbab5ccb9693852a35&_phsrc=hFB68609&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/725332:61460?tid=73325294&pid=38436318336&queryId=b83bfbdf2c408acbab5ccb9693852a35&_phsrc=hFB68609&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/725332:61460?tid=73325294&pid=38436318336&queryId=b83bfbdf2c408acbab5ccb9693852a35&_phsrc=hFB68609&_phstart=successSource


19 
 



20 
 

 
WWI draft registration of Mary Whittington’s 1st husband, Samuel M. Granger -

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/17193462:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=cd7878d976f80f5d33141e5f4fbdc566&

_phsrc=hFB68618&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
“Los Angeles Times” Sunday 17 Sep 1933 p 26 
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Mary Lavicia Whittington Granger’s 2nd husband, Ernest Prange - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/5899475:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=82627f2f3d7889d5fed419a51999d729&_

phsrc=hFB68615&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
WWII draft registration 14 Feb 1942 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/18771160:2238 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5899475:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=82627f2f3d7889d5fed419a51999d729&_phsrc=hFB68615&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5899475:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=82627f2f3d7889d5fed419a51999d729&_phsrc=hFB68615&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5899475:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=82627f2f3d7889d5fed419a51999d729&_phsrc=hFB68615&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/18771160:2238
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/18771160:2238
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Obituary of Morrell A. Whittington – “McComb (MS) Enterprise-Journal” Thursday 17 Nov 

1966 p 3 
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24 
 

Obituary of Morrell Whittington’s wife Halcyon Lenington/Linnington Whittington – 
“McComb (MS) Enterprise-Journal” Monday 28 Dec 1953 p 8 

 

 
“Ponchatoula (LA) News Herald” Friday 27 Aug 1965 p 1 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/814801:61668?tid=73325294&pid=38430846289&queryId=fa7ba0a12f26a86
6d5c2441bc1bb4422&_phsrc=hFB68621&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 
CA Death Index for brother Olin V. Whittington (1903-1924) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/73325294/person/38441277110/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/73325294/person/38441277110/facts
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Olin V. Whittington – Find A Grave 90089567 

 

 
“Los Angeles Time” Sunday 17 Aug 1924 p 16 
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Sister Perla Whittington Lewis – “McComb (MS) Semi-Weekly Journal” Thursday 21 Sep 

1933 p 2 
 
 

 
Brother Carl Estis. Whittington (1907-1977) – Find A Grave 18092492 
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WWII draft registration of Carl Estis Whittington - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/299122263:2238 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name:  Walter Leonard Whittington / Walter Lawrence Whittington 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, 165th Depot Brigade, 38th Co. - private  
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Walter died without a number. 
Entered service from:  Sherman, Grayson TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Walter L. Whittington 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Mrs. Hazel Whittington, 615 S. 1st St., Sherman TX  
First buried on isle of Islay, Scotland: in Port Charlotte, Islay, Scotland - grave 20, as Walter 
L. Whittington 
Body returned from war on: From Port Charlotte, Islay, on "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 7 
Aug 1920  
Body listed on return ship as: Walter L. Whittington 
Rank & unit on return ship: pvt, Casual Co. #2 
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World War I draft registration (1917):  as Walter Leonard Whittington - b. 8 Jan 1895 Amite 
Co. MS; res: 403 Central Ave., Sherman, Grayson TX. Single. Cotton mill employee, 
Sherman Mfg. Co., Sherman TX. Medium height & build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  date not listed 
Born: 
Died:  
Address:  Sherman TX 
Rank/unit:    private, 2nd Casual Company 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 8 January 1895 Gloster, Amite MS  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
Find A Grave record: 57194801 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Arlington, Arlington VA 
Cemetery:  Arlington National 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone: Texas Pvt US Army 
 
Father:  Eugene Columbus Whittington, 25 Mar 1871 Franklin Co. MS – 25 May 1951 
Liberty, Amite MS. Son of George Butler Whittington & Louisa Ann Jackson. Buried in 
Whittington Memorial Cemetery, Amite Co. MS. 
Find A Grave:  18092276 
 
Mother:  Nancy Virginia (“Jenny”) Steele Whittington, Sep 1873 MS – unknown. Daughter of 
Andrew Jackson Steele & Mary Jane Whittington. Mary Jane Whittington Whittington was 
the daughter of Peter James Whittington & Sarah Freeman. Alive in 1940 census in Amite 
Co. MS & in 1950 census. In 1950, Eugene C. Whittington (79) & Nancy V. Whittington (75) 
live with son Carl, 33 MS, widowed & granddaughter Geraldine Lewis (8 CA) in Beamont, 
Jefferson TX. - Eugene’s obituary in May 1951 noted his wife [unnamed] survived him. 
Buried in Whittington Memorial Cemetery, Amite Co. MS. 
Find A Grave: 22476293   
Parents’ marriage:  13 Dec 1893 Franklin Co. MS 
 
Spouse: Hazel Thomas Whittington, 31 Jul 1897 Grayson Co. TX – 12 Nov 1925 Los Angeles 
Co. CA.  
Daughter of Giles E. Thomas (1854-1918, F:  92835936) and Sarah E. Batts, who married 30 
Sep 1883 in Sherman, Grayson TX. Hazel’s sister Lillie Cornelia Thomas Gaston becomes 
her daughter Walter Louise Whittington’s guardian when Walter Louse is orphaned in 1925. 
Buried in Woodlawn Memorial Park, Compton, Los Angeles CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  114143362 
Marriage: Single when registered for the draft 5 Jun 1917. Married 16 Sep 1917 Grayson Co. 
TX. Wife Hazel Thomas Whittington was pregnant when he sailed. Their daughter Walter 
Louise Whittington was born 27 Jun 1918 in Sherman, Grayson TX. 
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Children: 

• Walter Louise Whittington West, 27 Jun 1918 Sherman, Grayson TX – 2 Sep 1966 
Wilmington, Clinton OH.  Daughter born posthumously.  Her TX birth certificate: Walter 
Louise Whittington, b. 27 Jan 1918, mother Hazel Thomas of 615 S. Ferse St. Sherman TX, 
father Walter L. dead, died at age 23, b. Amite City AL, US Army. – In guardianship of Lillie C. 
Gaston until her 18th birthday. In the 1930 census, Walter Louise Whittington, 11 TX, father 
b. MS, mother b. TX, lived with her grandmother Sara E. Thomas, 65 AL, widow, father b. KY, 
mother b. AL in Sherman, Grayson TX. - Becomes known as Louise Whittington. Married 
John I. West (1914-2002, F: 197359391). Buried as Louise West in Clarksville Cemetery, 
Clarksville, Clinton OH. F: 102860828 

 
Siblings:  

• Everette Shelley Whittington, 1 Oct 1896 Amite Co. MS – 17 Jun 1989 Centreville, Wilkinson 
County) MS. Husband of Alma E. Tanner (1897-1954, F: 22476240) whom he married 18 Mar 
1916 in Grayson Co. TX. Farmer. Buried in Whittington Memorial Cemetery, Amite Co. MS. 
F: 22476250 

• Mary Lavicia Whittington Granger Prange, 17 Jan 1898 Amite Co. MS – 30 Jan 1971 Los 
Angeles Co. CA. – Married to Samuel M. Granger (1883 LA – 1933 CA, F: 104992819), buried 
in Woodlawn Memorial Park, Compton, Los Angeles CA. – On 1 Jul 1937 in Los Angeles Co. 
CA, Mary L. Granger married Ernest Prange, b. 19 Apr 1898 Nackle, Germany, d. 5 Aug 1962 
Los Angeles Co. CA, F: 154968659). – In the 1950 census, Ernest Prange (51 Germany), a 
rigger for a rigging company, lives with wife Mary L. Prange (52 MS) in Compton, Los Angeles 
CA. Mary & Ernest are buried in Rose Hills Memorial Park, Whittier, Los Angeles CA. F: 
154968677 

• Morrell A. Whittington, 16 Apr 1900 MS – 15 Nov 1966 “High Park NY” (according to 
obituary) but that would be Hyde Park, Dutchess NY) – death location listed as Staatsburg, 
Dutchess NY. An online family tree also claims a Maurice Whittington was b. Apr 1900 & 
died 1908, but believe this is an error, as there is only one infant son, unnamed, listed in the 
1900 census with the Whittington family, born Apr 1900 & there is no dead child claimed. - 
Served in WWI. Husband of Halcyon Lenington/Linnington (1904-1953, F: 22476260). She is 
listed as Halcyon Lennington when they marry 1 Oct 1928 in Dallas Co. TX. - His WWII name 
registration claims he has “no middle name” but initial A. found on several records.  Buried 
in Whitttington Memorial Cemetery, Amite Co. MS. F: 22476292 

• Olin V. Whittington, 5 Apr 1903 MS – 15 Aug 1924 Los Angeles Co. CA. Buried in Evergreen 
Cemetery, Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA. F: 90089567 

• Pearl Ernestine Whittington Lewis, 4 Jul 1905 MS - 19 Sep 1933 Amite Co. MS (according to 
obituary) but 30 Sep 1933 on tombstone. First wife of Clyde Boyd Lewis (1905-1952, F: 
29160100, buried in Beth El Cemetery, Cheyenne, Laramie WY). Clyde & Pearl married 18 
Jul 1924 in Los Angeles Co. CA. Although obituary calls her Perla Erestine Lewis, she is 
buried as Pearl E. Lewis in Whittington Memorial Cemetery, Amite Co. MS. F: 22476153 

• Carl Estis Whittington, 27 Apr 1907 MS – 16 May 1977 Amite Co. MS. Husband of Bessie 
Whittington [maiden name same as married surname] (1906-1978, F: 22476246). Bessie 
was the daughter of Eliza Jane Whittington Whittington. Eliza was the daughter of Elam W. 
Whittington & Morning Cousey Whittington (maiden name same as married surname). 
Served in the US Army in WWII. Buried in Whittington Memorial Cemetery, Amite Co. MS. F: 
18092492 
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Notes:  
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/73325294/person/38430846284/facts?_phsrc=hFB68586&_phstart=succ
essSource 
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Oneals, Amite MS – conducted 11 Jun 1900 
E.C. Whittington, 29 MS, Mar 1871, parents b. MS, married 7 years, farmer 
Virginia, 26 MS, Sep 1873, parents b. MS, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are liing 
Walter, 5 MS, Jan 1895 
Everet, 3 MS, Oct 1896 
Mary, 2 MS, Jan 1899 
Infant son, 2 months MS, Apr 1900 [i.e. Morrell] 
 
1900 Sherman, Grayson TX – Walter’s future wife Hazel Thomas 
Giles E. Thomas, 48 GA, Sep 1854, father b. GA, mother b. TN, married 16 years, drayman 
Sarah E., 35 AL, Oct 1864, father b. GA, mother b. TN 
Lillie C., 13 TX , Aug 1886, at school 
Leon, 11 TX, Sep 1888, at school 
Herman, 9 TX, Dec 1890, at school 
Hazel, 2 TX, Jul 1897 [mistakenly indexed as age 22] 
baby girl, 1 month TX, Apr 1900  
 
1910 Beat 3, Amite Co. MS 
E.C. Whittington, 39 MS, parents b. MS, in 1st marriage, married 16 years, farmer, general 
farm 
Virginia, 35 MS, parents b. MS, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 8 children, 7 are living 
Walter, 15 MS 
Everette, 13 MS 
Mary, 12 MS 
Morrell, 10 MS 
Olen, 7 MS 
Pearl, 4 MS 
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Carl, 2 MS 
 
 
1910 Sherman, Grayson TX – future wife Hazel Thomas’s family 
Giles E. Thomas, 55 GA, parents b. TN, in 2nd marriage, married 26 years, drayman 
Sarah E., 45 AL, father b.KY, mother b. AL, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 7 children, 1 is living 
Leon J., 21 TX, father b. GA, mother b. AL, baker 
Hazel, 12 TX, father b. GA, mother b. AL   
 
1920 Justice Precinct 1, Grayson Co. TX 
Eugene C. Whittington, 47 MS, parents b. MS, spooler, cotton mill 
Virginia, 45 MS, parents b. MS 
Olin, 16 MS, carder, cotton mill 
Pearle, 14 MS, housekeeper, out 
Carl, 12 MS, school 
& cousin Vina Whittington, 19 MS, parents b. MS, single, kneeling (spelling?), cotton mill 
 
1920 Sherman, Grayson TX – Harrison Ave. - his widow Hazel & daughter Walter Louise – 
conducted 13 Jan 1920 
Sarah Thomas, 55 AL, father’s birthplace illegible, mother b. AL, widow 
Hazel W. Whittington, 22 TX, widow, father b. GA, mother b. AL, teacher, music [daughter] 
Walter L. Whittington, 1 TX [identified as “daughter” but she would be Sarah’s 
granddaughter & Hazel’s daughter] 
 


