
1 
 

TUSCANIA 

 
 

Waits, Silas Lee (Sr.) 
1890 AR – 1973 KS 

 
     

  
    

Obituary of Silas Lee Waits - "Kansas City (MO) Times" Saturday 30 Jun 1973 p 9 
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Life: 

 
 

  
“Newton (KS) Evening Kansas-Republican” Tuesday 24 Jul 1917 p 4 

 
 
 

 
Excerpt: 

 
“Arkansas Democrat” (Little Rock AR) Friday 14 Dec 1917 p 21  
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“Daily Arkansas Gazette” (Little Rock AR) Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 
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"Arkansas Democrat" (Little Rock AR) Monday 9 Jun 1919 p 8  

 

 
"Fayetteville (AR) Daily Democrat" Thursday 10 Jul 1924 p 6  
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Drowning death of Silas’s step-grandson – “Weekly Kansas City (MO) Star” Wednesday 25 

Nov 1936 p 3 
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“Kansas City (MO) Star” Thursday 13 Jul 1950 p 15 
 

Wife Laura Mae Roop Willlis: 
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Marriage of Laura Mae Roop to Sam Willis 10 Mar 1914 Le Flore Co. OK - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1-159393-902678-
43?pId=963377242 

 
 
 
 

Wife Betty Downey 
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Obituary of Betty Downey Waits – “Kansas City (MO) Star” Thursday 25 Oct 2007 p 23 

 
 
 

Children: 
 

 
Obituary of son Silas Lee Waits, Jr. - "Kansas City (MO) Times" Thursday 8 Feb 1968 p 63  
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“Kansas City (MO) Times” Thursday 6 Jun 1963 p 8 
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“Kansas City (MO) Star” Friday 23 Sep 1949 p 5 
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Parents of Silas Jr.’s friend Freddy Lindsey left their 11-year-old son & 9-year-old Silas 

alone in house with a loaded pistol in the living room – Silas Jr. was paralyzed from gunshot 
wound to the chest – “Kansas City (MO) Star” Saturday 18 Aug 1954 p 1 

 
 
 
 



12 
 

 
“Kansas City (MO) Star” Monday 30 Aug 1954 p 3 
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“Kansas City (MO) Star” Friday 1 Nov 1957 p 11 
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“Kansas City (MO) Star” Friday 29 Jun 1962 p 4 
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Son William Freemont Waits (1949-2021) – Westport High School yearbook 1967 (Kansas 
City MO) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/554110141:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=96a932413da707d967dbe820cac1adc
6&_phsrc=hFB65627&_phstart=successSource 

 
Stepdaughter: 

 

 
obituary of stepdaughter Gola Lorraine Willis Powell 

Inmanhttps://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/kansascity/name/g-inman-
obituary?id=4408366 
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=61009&h=900814309&tid=&pid=&queryId=2c384b8ce3607579e
4c3e046ebc764f3&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB65623&_phstart=successSource 

 
Father: 
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Obituary of father William Fillmore Waits – Find A Grave 13898138 

 
Siblings: 
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AR death record of brother Charles Randolph Waites (1886-1958) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61777/images/61777_01_00240-
00918?pId=730980 
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Marriage of sister Lena Claire Waites (1898-1977) to 1st husband, Martin Lewis Grover - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/48610:61775?tid=&pid=&queryId=844656fc7ed081e9201f51a02b41a048&_
phsrc=hFB65619&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Lena Claire Waites & Martin Lewis Grover - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/170618335/person/212212270400/media/0e326c1e-91a5-
4755-a292-8054a11be980?_phsrc=hFB65620&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/48610:61775?tid=&pid=&queryId=844656fc7ed081e9201f51a02b41a048&_phsrc=hFB65619&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/48610:61775?tid=&pid=&queryId=844656fc7ed081e9201f51a02b41a048&_phsrc=hFB65619&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/48610:61775?tid=&pid=&queryId=844656fc7ed081e9201f51a02b41a048&_phsrc=hFB65619&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/170618335/person/212212270400/media/0e326c1e-91a5-4755-a292-8054a11be980?_phsrc=hFB65620&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/170618335/person/212212270400/media/0e326c1e-91a5-4755-a292-8054a11be980?_phsrc=hFB65620&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/170618335/person/212212270400/media/0e326c1e-91a5-4755-a292-8054a11be980?_phsrc=hFB65620&_phstart=successSource
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AR delayed birth record of Lena Claire Waites - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61774/images/61774_01_00472-
02632?pId=817365 

 
Half-siblings: 
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Half-sister Effie Lula Woodard Williams (1878-1952) & husband Louis Delliott Williams - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/10973184/person/1603578460/media/f53e065f-d42f-443b-a7fa-

744588512dfd 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/10973184/person/1603578460/media/f53e065f-d42f-443b-a7fa-744588512dfd
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/10973184/person/1603578460/media/f53e065f-d42f-443b-a7fa-744588512dfd
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/10973184/person/1603578460/media/f53e065f-d42f-443b-a7fa-744588512dfd
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AR death record of Effie Lula Woodard Williams - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/641014:61777 
 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name:  Waits, Silas Lee (Sr.) 
Name variations:  Waites  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number:  250,902 
Entered service from:  Amity, Clark or Howard Co. AR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Silas L. Waits 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. M.A. Waits, Amity AR 
Returned from war on: "Saxonia" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Silas Waits 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. S. Waits, Amity AR (pvt, 18th Co., 20th 
Engrs) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Silas Lee Waita/Waits - b. 5 Mar 1891 Warren AR; 
res: Walton, Harvey KS. Single. Teamster, Mrs. T.L. Campbell, Warren AR. Claimed 
exemption from draft: “broken arm” – tall & slender. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Amity AR 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Silas Lee Waits - b. 5 Mar 1891 Warren AR; res: 
5814 Prospect, Kansas City MO. NOK Lara May Waits, same address. Employed by Emery 
Bird Thayer, 11th & Walnut at its “wearhouse,” 16th & Walnut. “shattered right elbow” – 
height: 6’ – 180 lbs. 
 

 

 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emery,_Bird,_Thayer_Dry_Goods_Company 

 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emery,_Bird,_Thayer_Dry_Goods_Company
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Enlisted:  15 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  12 Jun 1919 
Address:  Amity AR 
Rank/unit:    private, 18th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 5 Mar 1890 (tombstone) or 5 Mar 1891 (WWI draft) Warren, Bradley AR  
Died: 29 Jun 1973 Wadsworth, Leavenworth Co. KS (Veterans Administration)   
Find A Grave record: 3666451 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Fort Leavenworth, Leavenworth KS 
Cemetery:  Fort Leavenworth 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Arkansas Pvt US Army WWI 
 
Father:  William Fillmore Waites, 16 Feb 1857 Bradley Co. AR – 31 May 1939 Amity, Clark 
AR. Son of James W. Waites & Amanda Minerva Reynolds. Buried in Jones Cemetery, 
Amity, Clark AR.  
Find A Grave:  13898138 
 
Mother: Mary Alice Holloway Woodard Waites, 31 Dec 1859 Bradley Co. AR – 9 Jan 1940 
Amity, Clark AR. Daughter of George W. Holloway & Rebecca Hickman. 
First married to William Edward (Billy) Woodard, on 30 Aug 1874 Bradley Co. AR. William 
was born 1856 in Warren, Bradley AR & died 1884. He was the son of Stephen Clark 
Woodward (F: 232259754) & Mary Elizabeth Hairston. William & Mary’s son was Stephen 
Woodard (1880-1952). 
Buried in Jones Cemetery, Amity, Clark AR. 
Find A Grave:  13898125 
Parents’ marriage:  3 Dec 1882 Warren, Bradley AR 
 
Spouse: Laura Mae Roop/Roope Willis Wade Shanahan, 8 May 1892 Talihinia, Choctaw 
Nation, Indian Territory [later OK] – 2 Aug 1974 Heavener, Le Flore OK. Daughter of Abner 
Fulton Roop & Mary Bell Lowrimore.  
Mae Roop married Sam Willis on 10 Mar 1914 in Le Flore Co. OK. She was age 21. Sam 
Willis was born 7 Aug 1886 in Polk Co. AR & died 16 May 1951 in OK. He was the son of 
Andrew Tobias & Sarah Willis.  
Married Samuel Maurice Shanahan (Shannahan). Buried as Laura Mae Shanahan in 
Memorial Park Cemetery, Heavener, Le Flore OK. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  64675415 
Marriage:  As Silas Waites, married Mrs. L.M. Willis on 31 May 1920 in Polk Co. AR. Both 
were residents of Amity, Clark AR. Silas was age 29, she was age 26. 
 
Spouse: Betty F. Downey Waits, 19 Feb 1924 Adrian, Bates MO – 23 Oct 2007 Boonville, 
Cooper MO. SSN 496-24-8828. Daughter of Ralph Fremont Downey (1902-1976, F: 
107804497) & Opal Waunita Kelley (1905-1968, F: 107804746). In the 1940 census, Silas’s 
future wife Betty is still living with her parents. 
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Surviving widow of Silas. Buried in Fort Leavenworth National Cemetery, Leavenworth, 
Leavenworth KS. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  72727295 
Marriage:  
 
Children: by 2nd wife, Betty Downey 

• Silas Lee Waits, Jr., 7 Jun 1945 Kansas City, Jackson MO - 5 Feb 1918 Kansas City, 
Jackson MO. Died at age 22, on the 50th anniversary of the sinking of Tuscania, while 
a senior at the University of MO, Columbia, majoring in business administration. He 
had paraplegia, having been shot 13 years before his death. Buried in Memorial Park 
Cemetery, Kansas City, Jackson MO. F: 198852099 

• William Freemont Waits, 6 Mar 1949 MO – 17 Oct 2021. Captain in the US Marine 
Corps in Vietnam. Buried in Leavenworth National Cemetery, Leavenworth, 
Leavenworth KS. F: 233653860 

•  
 
Stepdaughter: child of Silas’s wife Laura Mae Roop by her 1st husband, Sam Willis 

• Gola Lorraine Willis (Waites) Powell Inman, 16 Oct 1916 Page, Le Flore OK – 7 Mar 
2011 Kansas City, Jackson MO. Married in 1935 to Wayne Willis Powell (1916-1973, 
F: 234231228). – Gola Lorraine Powell married 10 Jun 1989 in Bloomingdale, Monroe 
IN to Donald Eugene Inman. – Buried as G. Lorraine Willis Inman in Memorial Park 
Cemetery, Kansas City, Jackson MO. F: 66628922 

 
Siblings:  

• James Oscar Waites, 10 Nov 1885 Warren, Bradley AR – 5 Mar 1939 Fort Smith, 
Sebastian AR. – Married 19 Aug 1908 in Hot Spring AR to Maude A. Law (1890-1921). 
- Married 27 May 1923 in Sevier Co. AR to Anna Jane Mitchell Waites Cramer (1900-
1967, F: 99292325). – Buried in Lodi Cemetery, Pike Co. AR. F: 46731623 

• Charles Randolph Waites, 16 Oct 1886 Warren, Bradley AR – 20 Jan 1958 Little 
Rock, Pulaski AR. Resident of Little Rock AR when his father died in May 1939. 
Married 27 Jun 1909 in Pike Co. AR to Mattie Winnie Baker. Buried in Roselawn 
Memorial Park, Little Rock, Pulaski AR but not on Find A Grave as of 24 May 2023.  

• Willie E. Waites, 1888 AR – 1889. According to her tombstone, “died from a burn.” 
Buried in Ebenezer Cemetery, Warren, Bradley AR. F: 112951009 

• Herbert Clyde Waites, 19 Sep 1892 Warren, Bradley AR – 3 Apr 1967 Shreveport, 
Caddo Parish LA. WWI veteran. Married 18 Sep 1922 in Pike Co. AR to Alma 
Gertrude Campbell (1900-1974, F: 39720354), the daughter of John Lovett 
Campbell & Mary Ellen Barentine. Buried in Bear Creek Cemetery, Kirby, Pike AR. F: 
39720292  

• Estha (“Ester”) Waites Penick, 7 Dec 1894 Bradley Co. AR – 6 Aug 1985 Mobile, 
Mobile AL. AR birth record lists her name as Carl Estha, the 8th child of her mother. 
Married James Eagle (“Jim”) Penick Sr. (1890-1953 VA), son of John E. Penick & 
Cordelia Thomas, whom she married 27 Dec 1914 in Prescott Co. AR. James died of 
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multiple burns near Eastville, Northampton VA when his “house burned down with 
him in it.” He is buried in Johnsontown Cemetery, Johnsontown VA but is not on 
Find A Grave. – She is listed as Mrs. James Penick of Mobile AL in her father’s May 
1939 obituary. Buried in Pine Crest Cemetery, Mobile, Mobile AL. F: 48486985 

• Lena Claire Waites Grover Lewis, 21 Sep 1896 Pike City, Pike AR – 5 Sep 1977 
Contra Costa Co. CA. – Married Martin Lewis Grover (1891-1950, F: 139355671) on 1 
Jul 1918 in Clark Co. AR. As Mrs. M.L. Grover, was a resident of Sacramento CA in 
her father’s May 1939 obituary. – Married George F. Lewis (1892-1972, F: 
167870520). Buried with surname Lewis in Camellia Memorial Lawn Cemetery, 
Sacramento, Sacramento CA, F:: 167870567.  

• Roy Wilson Waits, 11 Feb 1900 Pike Co. AR – 19 Sep 1944 Fort Smith, Sebastian AR. 
Resident of Heavener OK when his father died in May 1939. – Married 17 Jun 1923 in 
Sevier Co. AR to Helen Birdie Snell (1908 AR – 1981 CA). Buried in Memorial Park 
Cemetery, Heavener, Le Flore OK. F: 65988571  

 
Half-siblings: by his mother’s 1st marriage, to William E. Woodard 

• Stephen Edward (Steve) Woodard, 9 Jun 1880 Bradley Co. AR – 30 Apr 1952 
Glenwood, Pike AR. Resident of Glenwood AR in May 1939. Married to Amy. Died of 
a gunshot wound to the chest. Buried in Glenwood Cemetery, Glenwood, Pike AR. F: 
81219685 

• Effie Lula Woodward Williams, 16 Feb 1878 Warren, Bradley AR – 8 Jun 1952 
Glenwood, Pike AR. – Married to Louis Delliott (DeElliott) Williams (1878-1959, F: 
6862395) whom she married 25 Aug 1897 in Warren, Bradley AR. Listed as Mrs. L.D. 
Williams, stepdaughter living in Forester AR, in William Waites’s May 1939 obituary. 
– Buried in Rose Hill Cemetery, Arkadelphia, Clark AR. F: 6862399 

 
 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 487-01-7701 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Pike, Pike AR – conducted 13 Jun 1900 
William WEIGHTS, 42 AR, Feb 1858, parents b. AR, married 17 years, day laborer, saw mill 
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Alice, 40 AR, Dec 1859, parents b. AR, gave birth to 10 children, 9 are living 
Osker, 19 AR, Jun 1880, day laborer, saw mill 
Randolph, 13 AR, Oct 1886, at school 
Silors, 9 AR, Mar 1890, at school 
Hurbert, 7 AR, Sep 1892, at school 
Ester, 5 AR, Dec 1894 
Lena, 3 AR, Sep 1896 
Roy, 3 months AR, Feb 1900 
 
1910 Amity, Clark AR 
William Waites, 52 AR, father b. AL, mother b. AR, married 24 years, contractor, logs for 
mill 
Mary, 51 AR, parents b. AR, gave birth to 11 children, 9 are living 
Roy, 11 AR 
Lena, 13 AR 
Ester, 15 AR 
Herbert, 17 AR, laborer, log camp 
 
1920 Amity, Clark AR 
W.F. WATTS, 63 AR, parents b. AR, marshal, Army 
Mary, 62 AR, parents b. AR 
Silas L., 29 AR, single, team foreman, saw mill 
 
1930 census Kansas City, Jackson MO – 606-608 W. 32nd  
Silas Waits, 36 AR, father b. AR, mother b. AL, age 25 at 1st marriage, chauffeur, dry goods 
company, WWI veteran 
Laura M., 35 OK, father b. IN, mother b. AL, laundress, coat factory 
Loraine, 13 OK, father b. AR, mother b. OK [listed as daughter but Gola Loraine Woodard is 
his stepdaughter] 
  
1930 Amity, Clark AR – Hickory St. – parents & sister 
William F. Waites, 72 AR, father b. AL, mother b. AR, gardener, private home 
Mary A., 71 AR, parents b. AR [wife] 
Martin L. Grover, 37 MI, age 27 at 1st marriage, mechanic, shop [son-in-law] 
Lena C. Grover, 32 AR, age 21 at 1st marriage [daughter] 
& 2 Grover children 
 
1940 Kansas City, Jackson MO – 5814 Prospect Ave. – same place in 1935 
Silas Lee Waits, 50 AR, driver, department store 
Mae, 48 OK 
 
1950 Kansas City, Jackson MO – 3218 Giftham Plaza 
Silas L. Waits, 59 R, lift truck operator, plant (?) concrete blocks 
Betty F., 26 MO 
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Silas L., 4 MO 
William F., 1 month MO 
 
 


