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TUSCANIA 
 
 

Tuscania casualty 
White, Patrick Henry 

1895 TX – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 
 

 
Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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Patrick Henry White – from Gary Lewis 

 
 

 



5 
 

 
Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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Veterans Administration Master Index card - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-

C3M8-B3MX-3?i=2933 
 

 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-B3MX-3?i=2933
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-B3MX-3?i=2933
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Texas, World War I Records, 1917-1920 - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9MN-
87KL?i=3259&cc=2202707 

 

 

 
Died 5 Feb 1918 – buried 4 Sep 1920 - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C34X-294L-

V?mode=g&cc=3656813&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3ACJPR-Y46Z 
 
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92H-
X?mode=g&cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-ZTT7 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9MN-87KL?i=3259&cc=2202707
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9MN-87KL?i=3259&cc=2202707
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C34X-294L-V?mode=g&cc=3656813&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3ACJPR-Y46Z
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C34X-294L-V?mode=g&cc=3656813&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3ACJPR-Y46Z
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92H-X?mode=g&cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-ZTT7
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92H-X?mode=g&cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-ZTT7
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\\\The following excerpts are taken from Marilyn Gahm’s “The Sinking of the Tuscania” - beginning 
on page 251. 

 
Patrick White’s body had to be identified by fingerprints. Either a man’s dog tag had fallen off (they 
were worn with cotton cords, not metal chains) – or it was missing identification (a situation 
remedied after the sinking for other units) – or it was in poor condition. The rocks of Islay had been 
cruel to the dead. This use of fingerprints was one of the first major uses of fingerprint ID. 
 

 
 



9 
 

 
Patrick is listed under Port Mor in grave 25 in the fingerprint notice. 
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This photograph of the cemetery at Port Charlotte is the cover photo for Les Wilson’s 2018 book, 
“The Drowned and the Saved.” Patrick’s grave is in the third row, right, in front of the American 
soldier and British sailor, last cross on the right. (second row from the front) However, on the book 
cover, that part of the photo is cropped off. 
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This map shows the location of Grave 25, where Patrick was laid to rest. 
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The list of men in the graves shown on the map. Patrick in Grave 25. 
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The funeral procession at Port Charlotte.  
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The cemetery at Port Mór (Port Charlotte) was on a raised beach only yards from Loch Indaal.  All 
the cemeteries were fenced. This not only denoted the ground, but kept roving livestock from 
entering. The cemeteries are still fenced (2019), with rock walls and entry gates, which need to be 
opened for access, and shut while inside or after leaving to keep animals (sheep) out as they 
sometimes roam wild. 
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This photograph shows Patrick’s grave. The three white tombstones (front, right) mark the graves of 
the “three captains.” According to the map, Patrick’s grave (#25) is the furthest to the right in the 
third row, so you can see his cross in the third of the five rows at the far right (the second row 
behind the tombstones, with two rows also behind his grave).  The last (5th) row is a “partial” row.  
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz 
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 

 
 
 

Life: 
 
 



19 
 

 
[article continues] 

“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 8 
 

 
“Austin (TX) American-Statesman” Sunday 31 Mar 1918 p 1 
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Among missing or unidentified dead – “Waco (TX) Times-Herald” Sunday 31 Mar 1918 p 14 

 
 

 
Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA – also on Find A Grave 53190663 
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Father: 

 

 
 

William David White – Find A Grave 137713073 
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Obituary of father William David White -  his 3rd child is born in Aug 1924 - "Houston (TX) Post" 
Friday, 11 July 1924 p 8 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/96217531/?article=492469a0-

a11b-404b-b3e5-a54b89ed983e 
 
 

 
“El Paso (TX) Herald” Wednesday 6 Aug 1913 p 5 &  

 

 
“El Paso (TX) Times” Friday 8 Aug 1913 p 12).  
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[excerpt:] 

 

 
“El Paso (TX) Herald” Tuesday 25 Jan 1916 p 8 
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[excerpt:] 
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[article continues] 

 
“El Paso (TX) Herald” Wednesday 26 Jan 1916 p 14 
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Patrick’s father William David White was a witness in the murder trial of Elfego Baca, who shot & 

killed Celestino Otero in the railyards at El Paso TX. Elfego Baca (1865-1945) was a gunfighter, law 
enforcement officer, lawyer & politician in New Mexico. Walt Disney made him into the first 

Hispanic popular culture hero in the U.S., with 6 comic books, a feature film & merchandising. A 
serial “The Nine Lives of Elfego Baca” ran from 1958 to 1960. It was turned into a movie “Elfego 

Baca: Six Gun Law” in 1962.  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elfego_Baca 

 
“El Paso (TX) Times” Tuesday 25 Jan 1916 p 9 
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Mother: 
 

 
Marie (Mary/Mollie) Elizabeth Malone White (on left) – Find A Grave 94935958 
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TX death record of mother Mollie Elizabeth Malone White – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton 
WA 
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Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA and on Find A Grave 94935985 

 

 
“Marshall (TX) News Messenger” Monday 15 Jan 1940 p 3  

 
Stepmother: 

 
 

 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1090621:60183?tid=&pid=&queryId=c796dc3d79f06633494c8b7595502ef3&_phsrc
=hFB68208&_phstart=successSource 
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TX death record of Cora Wadlinton Howe White Guest - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/21802124:2272 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21802124:2272
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21802124:2272
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“Mexia (TX) Daily News” Sunday 3 May 1953 p 1 
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Obituary of Jacob Hoots – “Mexia (T) Weekly Herald” Friday 11 Dec 1942 p 12 
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Death of Cora Wadlington’s mother - “Mexia (TX) Weekly Herald” Friday 1 Dec 1944 p 7 
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[article continues] 

Marriage license with Julius Guest Sr. – Cora Hoots – “Mexia (TX) Daily News” Wednesday 4 Jun 
1952 p 1 
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Obituary of Julius Oel Guest – “Mexia (TX) Daily News” Monday 28 Jan 1963 p 1 -

https://www.newspapers.com/article/124231629/the-mexia-daily-news/?xid=637 
 
  

Siblings: 
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Sister Hettie C. White Lewis (1892-1973) – Find A Grave 42780794 

 
 

 
Sister Beulah White Smith Mann (1899-1980) – Find A Grave 136725583 
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Beulah White Smith with daughter Jewell Willene Smith – Find A Grave 136725583 
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TX death record of Beulah White Smith Mann - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063078-
02012?pId=688628 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063078-02012?pId=688628
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063078-02012?pId=688628
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Obituary of Ben Hill Mann – “Tyler (TX) Morning Telegraph” Friday 9 Nov 1951 p 6 
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TX death record claims “never married” but married in 1940 Dallas, Dallas TX census - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22023685:2272 
 

Half-siblings: 
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TX death record of half-sister Patricia May White Dempsey (1919-1962) – Find A Grave 186638789 
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Obituary of Patricia May White Dempsey, published in “Mexia (TX) Daily News” Tuesday 13 Mar 

1962 – Find A Grave 186638789 
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Obituary of Patricia White Pierce Dempsey- “Corsicana (TX) Daily Sun” Sunday Tuesday 13 Mar 

1962 p 15 
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Her brothers David White (Mexia TX) & Mikel D. White (England) – “Mexia (TX) Daily News” Monday 

12 Mar 1962 p 1 
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Obituary of Patricia White’s 1st husband Wilborn Gilbert Pierce Sr. – “Mexia (TX) Weekly Herald” 

Wednesday 24 Dec 1947 p 9 – at Find A Grave 33663841 
 
 
 



47 
 

 
TX death record of Patricia White’s 2nd husband Henry (Sam) William Dempsey - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1149830:2272 
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TX death record of Wilborn Gilbert Pierce - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/21588578:2272 
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TX birth record of half-brother Michel (Mikel) DeWitt White, 13 May 1920 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/729421:2275 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/729421:2275
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WWII draft registration making him 2 years older than TX birth record - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/20291497:2238?tid=71936111&pid=432137051026&queryId=3503546fd3f0a2f6d8ff

324e312ca3a6&_phsrc=hFB68110&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/20291497:2238?tid=71936111&pid=432137051026&queryId=3503546fd3f0a2f6d8ff324e312ca3a6&_phsrc=hFB68110&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/20291497:2238?tid=71936111&pid=432137051026&queryId=3503546fd3f0a2f6d8ff324e312ca3a6&_phsrc=hFB68110&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/20291497:2238?tid=71936111&pid=432137051026&queryId=3503546fd3f0a2f6d8ff324e312ca3a6&_phsrc=hFB68110&_phstart=successSource


52 
 

 
“Fort Worth Star-Telegram” Monday 16 Nov 1942 p 4 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/636810834/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/636810834/
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“Waco (TX) Tribune-Herald” Sunday 7 Feb 1943 p 3 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Tuesday 13 Jun 1944 p 8 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Monday 6 Nov 1944 p 8 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Wednesday 20 Dec 1944 p 10 
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“Waco (TX) Times-Herald” Friday 2 Mar 1945 p 1 
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“Mexia (TX) Weekly Herald” Friday 1 Jun 1945 p 3 
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“Austin (TX) American” Sunday 5 Dec 1948 p 10 

 

 
“Mexia (TX) Weekly News” Sunday 21 Dec 1947 p 5 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/7875392:5180?tid=71936111&pid=432137051026&queryId=27c6eed15ca814644a6
1a3b631139be1&_phsrc=hFB68114&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7875392:5180?tid=71936111&pid=432137051026&queryId=27c6eed15ca814644a61a3b631139be1&_phsrc=hFB68114&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7875392:5180?tid=71936111&pid=432137051026&queryId=27c6eed15ca814644a61a3b631139be1&_phsrc=hFB68114&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7875392:5180?tid=71936111&pid=432137051026&queryId=27c6eed15ca814644a61a3b631139be1&_phsrc=hFB68114&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage to Annie Elizabeth McQuillan – 3 May 1954 in ME - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/347832:6904 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/347832:6904
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Mary Elon Pierce -d. 1977 as wife of Michael Thomas Looby – “Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Sunday 

27 Aug 1978 p 14 
 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-son  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-son
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Mikel Dee White, later Looby - 
content/view/4149787:8781?tid=&pid=&queryId=6b65c9befb1d455829940cec536a341e&_phsrc=

hFB68166&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Half-brother W.D. (“David”) White (1922-1980  ) - Beulah Wadlington, here Mrs. Albert Wilcox 

Waller, is his mother Cora’s sister – “Mexia (TX) Weekly Herald” Friday 25 Aug 1944 p 12 
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TX birth record of W.D. (David), born posthumously to his father William David, on 12 Aug 1923. His 

father had died 8 Jul 1924 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061513-

04897?pId=879807 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061513-04897?pId=879807
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2275/images/33153_B061513-04897?pId=879807
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/33839391/person/18542675595/facts 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/33839391/person/18542675595/facts
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WWII draft registration of W.D./David White - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44027_09_00207-
00029?pId=194552881 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44027_09_00207-00029?pId=194552881
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2238/images/44027_09_00207-00029?pId=194552881
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Veteran interment - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_10_00019-
03552?pId=2989433 

 
 

“Daughter” of Cora Wadlington 
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“Mexia (TX) Daily News” Wednesday 17 Aug 1960 p 1 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/773574460:2272 
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Obituary of Virgil Allen Wilson – “Abilene (TX) Reporter-News” Wednesday 3 Oct 1990 p 31 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name:  Patrick Henry White 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, 165th Depot Brigade, 57th Co. - private 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Patrick died without a number. 
Entered service from:  Dallas, Dallas TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Patrick H. White 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Mollie White, 711 S. Acard St., Dallas TX 
First buried on isle of Islay, Scotland: in Port Charlotte, Islay, Scotland - grave 25, as Patrick 
H. White 
Body returned from war: from Port Charlotte, Islay, on "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 7 
Aug 1920 
Body listed on return ship as: Patrick H. White 
Rank & unit on return ship: pvt, Casual Co. #2 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Patrick Henry White - b. 3 Nov 1895 Huett TX; res: 
2523 Live Oak St., Dallas, Dallas TX. Single. Occupation: night dish washer, for Adolphus Hotel,  
Dallas TX. Dependent mother. Military experience: private, Battery A, 3 years in TX. Short in height, 
medium build. 
Note: The Adolphus Hotel, which opened in 1912, was built by Adolphus Busch and named for him. 
He was the co-founder of the Anheuser-Busch brewing company. The hotel still operates (Jul 2023) 
as a luxury accommodation. 
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Adolphus Hotel - https://www.google.com/travel/hotels/entity/CgsI0NGmw5nQta-
UARAB/lightbox/CAESX2h0dHBzOi8vY2RuLndvcmxkb3RhLm5ldC90LzEwMjR4NzY4L2NvbnRlbnQv
NDIvNDAvNDI0MGVhY2UwN2FmNDZjNjIxMzQ0OWExNzY1N2IzOTNkNzhiYTBkNC5qcGVn?g2lb=2
502548%2C2503771%2C2503781%2C4258168%2C4270442%2C4284970%2C4291517%2C4429
191%2C4597339%2C4757164%2C4814050%2C4850738%2C4864715%2C4874190%2C4886480
%2C4893075%2C4924070%2C4965990%2C4990494%2C72246918%2C72248281%2C72264422

%2C72286089%2C72288621%2C72296744%2C72300990&hl=en-
US&gl=us&ssta=1&grf=EmQKLAgOEigSJnIkKiIKBwjnDxAJGBsSBwjnDxAJGBwgADAeQMoCSgcI5w8
QBxgBCjQIDBIwEi6yASsSKQonCiUweDg2NGU5OTE4NTEwNGZlNDk6MHg5NDVlZDY4MTk4NjlhOG

Qw&rp=ENDRpsOZ0LWvlAEQ0NGmw5nQta-
UATgCQABIAcABApoCAggA&ictx=1&sa=X&ved=0CAAQ5JsGahcKEwiA4LvZ2e3_AhUAAAAAHQAAA

AAQAw&utm_campaign=sharing&utm_medium=link&utm_source=htls 
 
 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  28 Nov 1917 
Died: 6 Feb 1918 
Address:  Dallas TX 
Rank/unit:    private, 57th Co.., 15th Battalion, 16th Depot Brigade 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  3 Nov 1895 Hewitt [Huett], McLennan TX  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania    
Find A Grave record: 53190663 – photo – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Dallas, Dallas TX 
Cemetery:  Oakland 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  William David White, 1865 IN – 8 Jul 1924 Lyons, Burleson TX. Son of Perry White & 
Perneta Hutson. Was the section foreman for the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad for 
over 30 years.  
Married Mollie Malone in 1886. They had 3 children. 
Find A Grave:  137713073 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/33839391/person/172379317893/facts 
 
Mother: Mollie (Mary/Marie) Elizabeth Malone White, 27 Nov 1868 Marshall, Harrison TX – 
14 Jan 1940 Dallas, Dallas TX. 
Daughter of David L. Malone & Sarah Elizabeth Slater. 
First wife of William David White. They had 3 children, Hettie, Patrick & Beulah. 
Buried in Oakland Cemetery, Dallas, Dallas TX. 
Find A Grave:  94935958 
Parents’ marriage:  27 Nov 1886 Cooke Co. TX. This was the bride’s birthday. She was 
listed as age 18, he as age 21. 
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Stepmother: Cora (Ora Cordell) Wadlington Howe (?) White Hoots Guest, 27 Sep 1885 
Taylor Co. TX – 2 May 1953 Mexia, Limestone TX. 
Daughter of James Mercer Wadlington (F: 52745481) & Ara Menta A. Kerby (Kirby) (F: 
52745599). 
The marriage record of William D. White lists his marriage to Cora Howe. 
Second wife of William David White. Mother of his 3 children: Patricia Mae, Mikel DeWitt & 
W.D. (David) White, the last child being born 1 month after his father’s death. 
In 1925, Cora White married Jacob Hoots (1867 TX – 1942 TX). Jacob is buried in Prairie 
Grove Cemetery, Mexia, Limestone TX, F: 47413668. In the 1930 census for Precinct 3, 
Limestone Co. TX, Jay Hoots (63 TX), father b. NC, mother b. SC, a farmer, resides with wife 
Cora Hoots (44 TX, father b. LA, mother b. TX) & son William Hoots (4 TX) In the 1940 
census for Limestone Co. TX, Jacob Hoots, 73 TX, is a farmer; residing with him is wife Cora 
C. Hoots (54 TX).  
In 1947, Cora Hoots married Julius Oel (“Pete”) Guest Sr. (1876 FL -1963 Mexia, Limestone 
TX) in Mexia, Limestone TX. Julius, the son of James Guest & Susan Alice Folsom, survived 
her & is buried in Mexia City Cemetery, Mexia, Limestone TX, F: 67572420. 
She died as Cora Cordva Guest, according to her TX death record. Her tombstone reads: 
Cora White Hoots. 
Buried in Prairie Grove Cemetery, Mexia, Limestone TX. 
Stepmother’s Find A Grave: 66573702 
Stepmother’s marriage: 3 July 1917 Williamson Co. TX.  William D. White married Mrs. Cora 
Howe. The marriage license application is in Comal County TX. 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: In the 1900 census, his mother says she has given birth to 6 children, 3 of whom 
are living. Named are Hettie, Patrick & Beulah. In the 1910 census, she says she has given 
birth to 7 children, 3 of whom are living. 

• Hettie C. White Lewis, 17 Nov 1892 TX – 23 Nov 1973 Lakewood, Los Angeles CA. Wife of 
John O. Lewis (1878-1973, F: 42780670), the son of Caleb S. Lewis & Lydia Alice Brown. 
Buried in Rose Hills Memorial Park, Whittier, Los Angeles CA.  F: 42780794 

• Beulah P. White Smith Mann, 19 Jun 1899 Dallas, Dallas TX – 11 Jun 1980 Dallas, Dallas TX. 
Beulah had a child, Jewell Willene Smith (later Franklin), with a husband named Clyde 
Smith, listed as Jewell’s father on her 1971 TX death record. Jewell was born 23 Sep 1913, 
which computes to Beulah’s giving birth to her 3 months after her own 14th birthday. – 
Married to a Mann. This appears to be Ben Hill Mann (3 Aug 1882 Hill Co. TX – 7 Nov 1951 
Dallas Co. TX, F: 127993180), the son of Asberry Tillman Mann & Saba Aubusta Tennison. 
Although Ben’s TX death record & the 1950 census (where he resides in Canton, Van Zandt 
TX with his sister Lexie Lee Mann Sides), say “never married,” he is found in the 1940 
census of Dallas, Dallas TX, living at 1725 Canton as Ben H. Mann, 58 TX, salesman, with 
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wife “Bhula” Mann (41 TX0 & lodger Fred Wiley, 25 TX, who is female, single & a café 
waitress. – In 1950, Beulah P. Mann, 51 TX, separated, lives in Dallas, Dallas TX. Living with 
her is a grandson, George F. Wiley, 17 TX, a dairy supply man. – Beulah Mann is buried in 
Grove Hill Memorial Park, Dallas, Dallas TX. F: 136725583 

 
 
Half-sibling: by his father’s 2nd marriage, to Cora Wadlington Howe 

• Patricia Mae (“Patsy”) White Pierce Dempsey, 10 May 1919 OK – 12 Mar 1962 Mexia, 
Limestone TX. Perhaps named in memory of Patrick? On her TX death record, she is listed 
as the daughter of W.D. White & Cora Wadlington. – Married Wilborn Gilbert (“Dick”) Pierce 
(1916-1947, F: 33663841), the son of George W. Pierce & Julia Irene Blanchard. Wilborn’s 
sister Mary Elon Pierce (1920-1977) married Patricia’s brother Mikel D. White in summer 
1944. – George & Patricia had 2 children: Pernetia Leona Ann Pierce (1939) & Gilbert 
William Pierce (1943). - Married Henry (“Sam”) William Dempsey (1902-1968, F: 34137464), 
the son of Henry Elmer Dempsey & Annice Strickland. They had 2 children: David Henry 
Dempsey & Sarah Elizabeth Dempsey . Buried in Cade Cemetery, Streetman, Freestone TX. 
F: 186638789    

• Mikel DeWitt White, 13 May 1918 Lyons, Burleson TX [changed from his TX birth record of 13 
May 1920 Brenham, Washington Co. TX, listed as Michel D. White) – 12 Oct 1963 Riverside 
Co. CA.  Mikel added 2 years to his age, perhaps for military service?] - Married Mary Elon 
Pierce in Mexia, Limestone TX in summer 1944. She was the sister of Wilborn Gilbert Pierce, 
who married Mikel’s sister Patricia White.  Their son, Mikel Dee White, was born 15 Jul 1945 
in Houston, Harris TX. His surname was changed to Looby; Mikel Dee Looby died 3 Nov 
2011, F: 79816373). Mary Elon married Michael Thomas Looby (1904-1978) in 1948. -  
Decorated US Army Air Corps pilot in WWII, in both the Pacific & European theaters. 
Reported missing in both locations; became German prisoner-of-war in Nov 1944. 
Released Jun 1945. – Obtained a marriage license in Dec 1948 in Austin TX with Myrtle 
Wotipka, with whom he resides in the 1950 census of Pasadena, Harris TX. Mikel D. White 
(29 TX) is in the armed services; wife Myrtle D. is age 27, b. T. - Married in Maine on 3 May 
1954 to  wife Annie Elizabeth Underwood McQuillen (1917 England – 2004 CA, F: 
72483876), daughter of John Underwood & Annie Simmonds. Mikel & Annie are buried in 
Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery, San Diego, San Diego CA. F: 72483876 

• W.D. (David/William David) White, 12 Aug 1924 Somerville, Burleson TX – 22 Jun 1969 
Habersham Co. GA. His TX birth record lists him as the 3rd child of Cora White. W.D. 
married Joyce Ann Popham (1939 GA- 1947 GA), the daughter o Arvil W. Popham & Virginia 
Lee Hicks. He is buried, according to his veteran tombstone application, in Yonah Memorial 
Gardens, Demorest, Habersham GA, but is not on Find A Grave as of 1 Jul 2023. 

• William Hoots, ca. 1926 TX. Listed as son of Cora & Jacob Hoots in the 1930 census. 
William is not listed as 1 of Jacob’s surviving sons in his Dec 1942 obituary nor is he listed 
with his parents in the 1940 census, both in Limestone Co. TX. 

 
“Foster” sister: 

• Margaret Ann Waller Wilson, 8 Sep 1922 Mexia, Limestone TX – 16 Aug 1960 Altus, Jackson 
OK.  Mentioned as the daughter of Cora Guest in her May 1953 obituary. She was actually 
Cora’s niece. Margaret was the daughter of Cora’s sister Beulah Wadlington (1895-1972, F: 
50550941) & her husband Albert Wilcox Waller (1886-1958, F: 73047569). – In the 1930 
census, Albert W. & wife Beulah lived in Mexia, Limestone TX with their daughter Margaret 
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(8 TX). In the 1940 census, A.W. & Beulah Waller & daughter Margaret Waller lived in Mexia, 
Limestone TX. - Bertha later married Raymond Travis McCoulskey (1888-1957) & died as 
Bertha McCoulskey Margaret married Virgil Allen Wilson (1915-1990, F: 54569592). In the 
1950 census, Virgil A. Wilson (35 TX, linotype operator) & wife Margaret (28 TX) had 2 
children, James R. & Beth Wilson. Buried in Faulkenberry Cemetery, Groesbeck, Limestone 
TX. F: 54569506 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Coleman Co. TX 
William D. White, 38 IN, Nov 1861, father b. Ireland, mother b. IN, married 13 years, railroad section 
foreman 
Mary E., 29 TX, Nov 1870, parents b. TX, gave birth to 6 children, 3 are living 
Hettie C., 8 TX, Nov 1892 
Patrick H., 4 TX, Nov 1895 
Beulah P., 2 TX, Jun 1898 TX 
Giles W. Malone, 21 TX, Aug 1878, parents b. TX,single, railroad laborer [brother-in-law] 
 
1910 Woodward Co. OK – Rail Road Camp – conducted 18 Apr 1910 
W.D. White, 45 MO, father b. Ireland, mother b. MO, in 1st marriage, married 22 years, foreman, 
railroad 
Molly, 39 TX, father b. MS, mother b. TX, gave birth to 7 children, 3 were living 
Hettie, 17 TX  
Patrick, 14 TX, assistant railroad foreman 
Beaulah, 11 TX 
[for the children: father b. MO, mother b. TX] 
 
Check Amarillo, Porter TX 
William T. 
 
1920 Precinct 3, Bexar Co. TX – conducted 30 Jan 1920 
W.D. White, 56 IN, age 56 , parents b. Ireland, says both spoke “Irish” but that was crossed off in 
both cases, section gang foreman 
Cora, 33 TX, father’s birthplace unknown, mother b. LA 
Patricia, 1-3/4 TX 
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