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TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
White, Ethan Oren 

1896 IL – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 
 

 

 
 

Ethan Oren White – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 17 Feb 1918 p 17 
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"Daily Oklahoman" (Oklahoma City OK) 17 Feb1918 p 17 – photo above and 2 excerpts  
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-B39J-

Z?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQGH-TZPZ 
 
 

 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9K8-

2?mode=g&cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-KDKK 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-B39J-Z?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQGH-TZPZ
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-B39J-Z?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQGH-TZPZ
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9K8-2?mode=g&cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-KDKK
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9K8-2?mode=g&cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-KDKK
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OK school records - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSM9-J7PP-

W?i=1071&cc=1926701&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ2J3-JJ1W 
 

Life: 
 

 
“Ellis County Capital” (Arnett OK) Friday 14 Jun 1912 p 10 

 

 
[article continues] 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSM9-J7PP-W?i=1071&cc=1926701&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ2J3-JJ1W
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSM9-J7PP-W?i=1071&cc=1926701&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ2J3-JJ1W
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[article continues] 

 
[article continues] 

“Ellis County Capital” (Arnett OK) Friday 17 Aug 1917 p 1 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Northwest Oklahoman & Ellis County News” (Shattuck OK) Thursday 20 Dec 1917 p 8 
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“Ellis County Capital” (Arnett OK) Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Ellis County Capital” (Arnett OK) Friday 20 Jun 1919 p 1 
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“Northwest Oklahoman and Ellis County News” (Shattuck OK) Friday 11 Aug 1944 p 1 

 

 
[article continues] 
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[article continues] 

“Ellis County Capital” (Arnett OK) Friday 24 Oct 1947 p 8 
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“Ellis County Capital” (Arnett OK) Thursday 12 May 1955 p 8 
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“Morris (OK) News” Thursday 2 Jul 2015 p 3 

 
Father: 

 

 



15 
 

Estate of father George White – “Ellis County Capital” (Arnett OK) Friday 16 Jul 1909 p 6 
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Obituary published in “Ellis County Capital” (Arnett OK) Friday 9 Oct 1908 p 8 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/605643865/ 
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Mother: 

 
Obituary of Lucy Jane Morgan White – “Ellis County Capital” (Arnett OK) Friday 31 Mar 1950 

p 10 
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Siblings: 

 
Sister Bessie Prudentia White Jenkins (1883-1979) -  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1-159393-679804-
76?pId=963829529 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1-159393-679804-76?pId=963829529
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1-159393-679804-76?pId=963829529
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Bessie Prudentia White Jenkins with husband James Arthur Jenkins, holding son Ernest (6 

months) & son Bennie (6 years) – 7 Sep 1916 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/24489102/person/26434704410/media/90f037d6-2265-4dcd-90be-

946d27cdf292 
 
 

 
sister Sarah Elizabeth White Dean (1885-1966) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/24489102/person/26434542393/media/2dc3d8e8-0f3c-4799-a4f5-
d35dc9621db5 
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Sister Pearl Iona White Pratt (1893-1974) – Find A Grave 83960204 

 
 

 
Pearl Iona White Pratt - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/2664834/person/-

1808770889/media/212a2e5d-0276-4f90-9a92-3f0bcfbf024f 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/2664834/person/-1808770889/media/212a2e5d-0276-4f90-9a92-3f0bcfbf024f
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/2664834/person/-1808770889/media/212a2e5d-0276-4f90-9a92-3f0bcfbf024f
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Pearl White - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/24489102/person/26434707137/media/e4e6ba25-9d29-4862-af40-
c3873b99baa8 

 

 
Sister Irene Betty White Freeman (1894-1985) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/24489102/person/26434707177/media/4531a0c2-6fa0-437d-9edd-
723e692c806c 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/24489102/person/26434707137/media/e4e6ba25-9d29-4862-af40-c3873b99baa8
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/24489102/person/26434707137/media/e4e6ba25-9d29-4862-af40-c3873b99baa8
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/24489102/person/26434707137/media/e4e6ba25-9d29-4862-af40-c3873b99baa8
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/24489102/person/26434707177/media/4531a0c2-6fa0-437d-9edd-723e692c806c
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/24489102/person/26434707177/media/4531a0c2-6fa0-437d-9edd-723e692c806c
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/24489102/person/26434707177/media/4531a0c2-6fa0-437d-9edd-723e692c806c
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Irene Betty White & Albert Asbury Freeman - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/964242825:61379?tid=24489102&pid=26434707177&queryId=6e57f703348
e843e212503abeb66754b&_phsrc=hFB67776&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/964242825:61379?tid=24489102&pid=26434707177&queryId=6e57f703348e843e212503abeb66754b&_phsrc=hFB67776&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/964242825:61379?tid=24489102&pid=26434707177&queryId=6e57f703348e843e212503abeb66754b&_phsrc=hFB67776&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/964242825:61379?tid=24489102&pid=26434707177&queryId=6e57f703348e843e212503abeb66754b&_phsrc=hFB67776&_phstart=successSource
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TX death record of sister Della Grace / Grace Della White Roulston (1901-1951) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062385-
02908?pId=22964888 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062385-02908?pId=22964888
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062385-02908?pId=22964888
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Marriage of sister Beulah Muriel White (1904 OK – 1985) to Spencer N. Edenborough - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/964259065:61379?tid=&pid=&queryId=5c88a4ae7d7b975f623a7cc68da9c9

e9&_phsrc=hFB67782&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Ethan Oren White 
Name variations:  Ethau on Tuscania passenger list  
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, 165th Depot Brigade, 40th Co. - private  
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Ethan died without a number. 



25 
 

Entered service from:  Arnett, Ellis OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  ETHAU White 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Lucy J. White, Arnett OK 
First buried on the isle of Islay, Scotland: in Port Charlotte, Islay, Scotland - grave 12, as 
Ethen Oren White 
Body returned from war: from Port Charlotte, Islay, on "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 7 
Aug 1920 
Body listed on return ship as: Ethan Oren White 
Rank & unit on return ship: pvt, Casual Co. #2 
World War I draft registration (1917):  b. 20 Nov 1896 Council Hill IL; res: Arnett, Ellis OK. 
Single. Farming for my mother near Arnett OK. Claimed exemption from draft:  “Only son of 
a widowed mother.”  Medium height, slender build.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlistment & discharge dates not listed. 
Birth date: not listed 
Died: 6 Feb 1918 
Address:  Ellis County, OK 
Rank/unit:  private, 2nd Casual Company 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 20 Nov 1896 Council Hill, Jo Daviess Co. IL (or 20 Nov 1895?)  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
Find A Grave record:  53624136 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text 
Burial location:  Arnett, Ellis OK 
Cemetery:  Allmon 
Tombstone:  
 
Father: George White, 29 May 1859 Campbell Hill, Jackson IL – 5 Oct 1908 Ellis Co. OK. Son 
of John W. White (1829-1873) & Mary Elizabeth Bradley (1838-1924). Buried in Allmon 
Cemetery, Arnett, Ellis OK. 
Find A Grave:  94197536 
 
Mother: Lucy Jane Morgan White, 14 Dec 1864 Jackson Co. IL – 26 Mar 1950 Ellis Co. OK. 
Daughter of Willie Seaberry Morgan (1834-1910) & Sarah Francis Wayland (1842-1915). 
Buried in Allmon Cemetery, Arnett, Ellis OK. 
Find A Grave:  94197554 
Parents’ marriage:  17 Feb 1881 Jackson Co. IL 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
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Siblings: In the 1900 census, his mother reports giving birth to 7 children, 6 of whom are 
living. Named are Bessie, Sarah, Iva, Pearl, Ethan & Irene Effie had died.. In the 1910 
census, his mother reports giving birth to 9 children, 8 of whom are named. Beulah was 
added. 

• Bessie Prudentia White Jenkins, 19 Dec 1883 IL – 31 Aug 1979 Polk Co. MO. Married in Ellis 
Co. OK on 25 Mar 1906 to James Arthur Jenkins (1879-1953, F: 870087). Buried in Antioch 
Cemetery, Pittsburg, Hickory MO. F: 8705084 

• Sarah Elizabeth White Dean, 3 Dec 1885 IL – 3 Mar 1966. Married 15 Nov 1908 in Ellis Co. 
OK to George Harry Dean (1878-1965, F: 67007301). Buried in Allmon Cemetery, Arnett, 
Ellis OK. F: 67007311  

• Effie May White, 24 Jul 1887 – 17 May 1889. Probably born & died in Illinois. Buried in 
Looney Springs Cemetery, Campbell Hill, Jackson IL. F; 48128844 

• Iva Rose White Wayland, 23 Jul 1889 Campbell Hill, Jackson IL – 17 Nov 1981 Arnett, Ellis 
OK. Married 15 Nov 1908 in OK to John Alexander Logan Wayland (1885-1964, F: 49565896). 
Buried in Allmon Cemetery, Arnett, Ellis OK. F; 94196630 

• Pearl Iona White Pratt, 7 Jun 1893 Peoria, Peoria IL – 10 Mar 1974 Waynoka, Woods OK. 
Middle name also found as Lona. Married in 1912 to Walter Harrison (“Wiley”) Pratt, 1888-
1974, F: 83960162). Buried in Debolt Cemetery, Arnett, Ellis OK. F; 83960204 

• Irene Betty White Freeman, 1894 [or 5 Apr 1896] Campbell Hill, Jackson IL – 25 Jul 1985 
Enid, Garfield OK. Married 28 Sep 1919 in Ellis Co. OK to Albert Asbury Freeman (1892-
1972, F: 128179448). Buried in Debolt Cemetery, Arnett, Ellis OK. F: 128179990 

• Grace Della White Roulston, 31 Oct 1901 Campbell Hill, Jackson IL – 23 Jun 1951 Dallas, 
Dallas TX. Married at age 17 on 16 Nov 1918 in Ellis Co. OK to Harold Egbert Roulston (1901-
1944, F: 127655300). Buried in Debolt Cemetery, Arnett, Ellis OK. F: 127655245 

• Beulah Muriel White Edenborough, 1904 OK – 4 Nov 1985 Fresno Co. CA. Married 7 Sep 
1924 in Ellis Co. OK to Spencer N. Edenborough (1902-1999, F: 72434327). Buried in Clovis 
Cemetery, Clovis, Fresno CA. F: 72434289  

 
Notes:  
Ethan was the only son; he had 8 sisters. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Bradley, Jackson IL – conducted 13 Jun 1900 
George White, 41 IL, May 1859, father b. LA, mother b. IL, married 19 years, farmer 
Lucy J., 35 IL, Dec 1864, parents b. KY, gave birth to 7 children, 6 are living 
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Bessie P., 16 IL, Dec 1883, at school 
Sarrah E., 14 IL, Dec 1885, at school 
Iva R., 10 IL, Jul 1889, at school 
Pearl I., 6 IL, Jun 1893 
Ethan O., 4 IL, Nov 1895 
Irene, 2 IL, Apr 18998 
 
1910 Little Robe, Ellis OK 
Lucy J. White, 45 IL, widow, parents b. KY, farmer, gave birth to 9 children, 8 are living 
Pearl J., 16 IL, housekeeper 
Ethan O., 14 IL, farm laborer 
Irene B., 12 IL 
Della G., 9 IL 
Beulah M., 5 IL 
[for all children: both parents b. IL 
 
 
 


