
1 
 

TUSCANIA 

 
 

Wetmore, Phillip Ernest 
1893 CO – 1926 OR 

 

- 
obituary of Phillip Ernest Wetmore - "Eugene (OR) Morning Register" Friday 22 Jan 1926 p 4  
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-BSZ4-

V?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQN6-6VW2 
 
 

 

 
 https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q5WM-ZKC8OR 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q5WM-ZKC8OR
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9PZ7-

SC8Z?i=529&cc=1916249&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AVHZN-H9Y 
 

Life: 
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“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Sunday 27 Jun 1915 p 15 

 
“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 
“Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 6 
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2 lived out of his lifeboat of 20 soldiers – “Elmire (NY) Star-Gazette” Saturday 8 Jun 1918 p 7 
 

Wife: 
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Infant Minerva Talita Roberts with parents – Find A Grave 43747742 
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From left to right: Minerva Roberts (Wetmore Denslinger), mother Susan Turnbull Roberts, 
father Andrew Morrison Roberts Sr., brother Andrew Morrison Roberts Jr. – Find A Grave 

43747742 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/120671269:61677 
 

Children: 
 
 

 
Donald, Arlene & Barbara – “Chehalis (OR) Bee-Nugget” Friday 20 Aug 1937 p 8 
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OR birth record of son Lowell Roberts Wetmore (1918-1966) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/524002:61676 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/524002:61676
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Lowell’s divorce from Hazel on 11 Apr 1966, 2 months before his death - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/180255439:61678 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/180255439:61678
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OR death record of Lowell Roberts Wetmore - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/205403:61675 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/205403:61675
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/205403:61675
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Marriage of Lowell Roberts Wetmore to Hazel Mary Fradel - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8090163:2378 
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Obituary of daughter Barbara Anne Wetmore Heliker Cutsforth Gilbert - 

https://www.eastoregonian.com/obituaries/barbara-a-gilbert/article_0cb7a932-bdbe-
5dc7-9a7e-ccd51a292dc6.html 

 

 

https://www.eastoregonian.com/obituaries/barbara-a-gilbert/article_0cb7a932-bdbe-5dc7-9a7e-ccd51a292dc6.html
https://www.eastoregonian.com/obituaries/barbara-a-gilbert/article_0cb7a932-bdbe-5dc7-9a7e-ccd51a292dc6.html


16 
 

Find A Grave of Eldon R. Gilbert – 40869097 – Barbara not listed on Find A Grave as of 23 
Jun 2023 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/90093142:61677?tid=&pid=&queryId=b2a2161872ef6495886860edad959ff8
&_phsrc=hFB67521&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90093142:61677?tid=&pid=&queryId=b2a2161872ef6495886860edad959ff8&_phsrc=hFB67521&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90093142:61677?tid=&pid=&queryId=b2a2161872ef6495886860edad959ff8&_phsrc=hFB67521&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90093142:61677?tid=&pid=&queryId=b2a2161872ef6495886860edad959ff8&_phsrc=hFB67521&_phstart=successSource
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OR birth record of Barbara Anne Wetmore - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/477179:61676?tid=&pid=&queryId=b2a2161872ef6495886860edad959ff8&_
phsrc=hFB67522&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/477179:61676?tid=&pid=&queryId=b2a2161872ef6495886860edad959ff8&_phsrc=hFB67522&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/477179:61676?tid=&pid=&queryId=b2a2161872ef6495886860edad959ff8&_phsrc=hFB67522&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/477179:61676?tid=&pid=&queryId=b2a2161872ef6495886860edad959ff8&_phsrc=hFB67522&_phstart=successSource
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[article continues] 

“Metropolitan Pasadena (CA) Star-News” Monday 20 Aug 1945 p 7 
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Daughter Arlene Wetmore – The Dalles Wahtonka High School yearbook 1940 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1360986375:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=37432b97c98277aecee2e5438d9de0
b4&_phsrc=hFB67525&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/847340841:7545 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1360986375:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=37432b97c98277aecee2e5438d9de0b4&_phsrc=hFB67525&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1360986375:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=37432b97c98277aecee2e5438d9de0b4&_phsrc=hFB67525&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1360986375:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=37432b97c98277aecee2e5438d9de0b4&_phsrc=hFB67525&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/847340841:7545
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/906306341:2378 

 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1947121:5193?tid=&pid=&queryId=1a1bdf3c37b3863f0b4ecd66830078aa&
_phsrc=hFB67533&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/906306341:2378
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1947121:5193?tid=&pid=&queryId=1a1bdf3c37b3863f0b4ecd66830078aa&_phsrc=hFB67533&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1947121:5193?tid=&pid=&queryId=1a1bdf3c37b3863f0b4ecd66830078aa&_phsrc=hFB67533&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1947121:5193?tid=&pid=&queryId=1a1bdf3c37b3863f0b4ecd66830078aa&_phsrc=hFB67533&_phstart=successSource
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Veteran tombstone application for son Donald Allen Wetmore (1925-1962) – Find A Grave 

61942570 
 

 
Apparently Donald Allen Wetmore, who was age 37 – “Longview (WA) Daily News” Monday 

18 Jun 1962 p 3 
 
 
 
 

Father: 



24 
 

 
 

 
Claude Gideon Wetmore - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/26135930/person/382124933482/media/5b22301f-53fe-46b8-991a-
bc90a8782a16 

 
 

Mother: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61366/images/TH-1942-25817-
22719-50?pId=434245 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61366/images/TH-1942-25817-22719-50?pId=434245
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61366/images/TH-1942-25817-22719-50?pId=434245
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Mother’s obituary in “The Oregonian” (Portland OR) 10 Jan 1940 – Find A Grave 61942521 
 

Siblings: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/26135930/person/382124933546/media/b373985b-b026-497b-aec8-

0fd5965dbf02 
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Obituary of sister Leda Wetmore Fogelsong - "Salem (OR) Capital Journal" 22 May 1978 p 
30  
 

His widow’s children – his children’s half-brothers: 
 

 
John Henry Denslinger Jr. - The Dalles (OR) Wahtonka High School yearbook 1945 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1360986855:1265 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1360986855:1265
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Richard Denslinger – The Dalles (OR) Wahtonka High School yearbook 1954 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/229437659:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=254e6012dd73a42c4afa349a8232858

e&_phsrc=hFB67544&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
“Salem (OR) Statesman-Journal” Saturday 10 Dec 1988 p 6 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Phillip Ernest Wetmore 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  250,431 
Entered service from:  The Dalles, Wasco OR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Phillip E. Wetmore 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Mrs. P.E. Wetmore, The Dalles OR 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Phillip E. Wetmore 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. Minerva T. Wetmore, RFD 2, The Dalles OR (cpl, 
16th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  b. 28 Dec 1893 Pueblo Co. CO; res: The Dalles, 
Wasco OR 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): The Dalles OR [ he is deceased] 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/229437659:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=254e6012dd73a42c4afa349a8232858e&_phsrc=hFB67544&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/229437659:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=254e6012dd73a42c4afa349a8232858e&_phsrc=hFB67544&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/229437659:1265?tid=&pid=&queryId=254e6012dd73a42c4afa349a8232858e&_phsrc=hFB67544&_phstart=successSource
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Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted: 14 Dec 1917 
Discharged: 19 Jun 1919   
Address:  Beavercreek OR 
Rank/unit:    corporal, Co. D, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   28 Dec 1893 Pictou, Huerfano Co. CO  
Died 20 Jan 1926 Portland, Multnomah OR (US govt. hospital)    
Find A Grave record: 61942499 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower 
Burial location:  The Dalles, Wasco OR 
Cemetery:  Odd Fellows 
Tombstone:  veteran tombstone application: Oregon Corp 16th Co. 20 Eng. 
 
Father:  Claude Gideon Wetmore, 6 Sep 1866 Mapleton, Lycoming PA – 19 Mar 1947 
Salem, Marion OR. Buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery, The Dalles, Wasco OR.   
Find A Grave:  61942542 
 
Mother:  Hattie M. Hartman Wetmore, 14 Sep 1874 Tipp City, Miami Co. OH – 8 Jan 1940 
Beavercreek, Clackamas OR. Daughter of James Madison Hartman & Elizabeth Hartly. 
Buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery, The Dalles, Wasco OR. 
Find A Grave:  61942521 
Parents’ marriage:  30 Nov 1891 Pictou, Huerfano CO – C.G. Wetmore & Hattie May 
Hartman. 
 
Spouse: Minerva Talitha Roberts Wetmore Denslinger, 28 Nov 1895 Brush Prairie, Clark WA 
– 25 May 1993 The Dalles, Wasco OR. Daughter of Andrew Morrison Roberts Sr. & Susan 
Melinda Turnbull. 
Following the death of Phillip Wetmore, Minerva married John Henry Denslinger (18 Mar 
1891-11 Jun 1967, F: 43747719   . He was the son of Frederick Clement Denslinger & Mary 
Catherine Groce. He is buried with Minerva in Park Lawn Cemetery, The Dalles, Wasco OR, 
F: 43747719 
John Sr. & Minerva had a son, John Henry Denslinger Jr. (7 Sep 1928 The Dalles, Wasco OR 
– 19 Jan 2018 The Dalles, Wasco OR), also buried in Park Lawn Cemetery, The Dalles, 
Wasco OR, F: 186880455. 
Minerva Denslinger is buried in Park Lawn Cemetery, The Dalles, Wasco OR. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  43747742 
Marriage:  28 Jan 1917 The Dalles, Wasco OR  
 
Children: had 4 chidren 

• Child Wetmore. On Lowell’s OR birth record, it states he is the 2nd child born to Minerva 
Wetmore, with 1 now living. 

• Lowell Roberts Wetmore, 26 Aug 1918 The Dalles, Wasco OR – 21 Jun 1966 on US Highway 
95 near Jordan Valley, Malheur OR of a coronary occlusion. Born while his father was at 
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war. – Married 17 Jan 1948 in Goldendale, Klickitat WA to Mary Lee Bauer. - Married 14 Jan 
1956 in Wenatchee Co. WA to Hazel Mary Fradel; they divorced 11 Apr 1966 in Wasco Co. 
OR. - Buried in Obrist Cemetery, Wasco Co. OR.  F: 29480184  

• Barbara Anne Wetmore Heliker Cutsforth Gilbert, 21 Sep 1920 The Dalles, Wasco OR – 19 
Feb 2014 Eugene, Lane OR.  Married Donald E. Heliker (1914-1975, F: 36758090) in Apr 
1940. They had a son Gene. – Married in Dec 1951 to Orville Watson Cutsforth Sr. (22 May 
1902-18 Jul 1985, F: 35995004). – Married Eldon R. Gilbert (1919-1998, F: 40869097), who is 
buried in Masonic Cemetery, Heppner, Morrow OR, F: 40869097. Eldon & Barbara married 
16 Apr 1988 in Heppner, Morrow OR. – According to her obituary, Barbara Gilbert is buried 
in the same Masonic Cemetery, Heppner, Morrow OR but is not on Find A Grave as of 23 Jun 
2023. 

• Arlene Hazel Wetmore Baldwin O’Connor, 28 Jan 1923 Oregon City, Clackamas OR – 9 Jun 
2017 The Dalles, Wasco OR. – Married Earl Cleo Baldwin (1922-1971) on 14 Oct 1941 in 
White Salmon, Skamania WA. In the 1950 census for West Dalles, Wasco OR, Earl C. 
Baldwin (28) lived with wife Arlene H. (27) & son Scott A. Baldwin. Also in the household 
were his brother-in-law John Denslinger Jr. (21, Arlene’s half-brother) & Earl’s brother Frank 
Baldwin (19). Arlene’s son by Earl Baldwin was Scott Andrew Baldwin, b. 16 Oct 1949 The 
Dalles, Wasco OR. - On 19 May 1973 in Wasco Co. OR, Arlene Baldwin married Matthew 
James (“Little Swede”/”Matty”) O’Connor, 25 Mar 1917 Rainier, Columbia OR – 26 Jul 2010 
The Dalles, Wasco OR, F: 218894603, the son of Matthew Robert O’Connor & Rose May 
Brown.  

• Donald Allen Wetmore, 1 May 1925 Wasco Co. OR – 17 Jun 1962 Wasco Co. OR. Served in 
US Navy 16 Nov 1942 – 30 Mar 1946 during WWII. Buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery, The 
Dalles, Wasco OR. F: 61942570 

 
Siblings: an additional sibling died before the 1900 census 

• Leda B. Wetmore Fogleson, 1895 CO – 19 May 1978 Salem, Marion OR. Wife of Arthur 
William Foglesong, Sr. (1899-1950, F: 170804493) whom she married in Clackamas Co. OR 
on 8 Mar 1921. Buried in Belcrest Memorial Park, Salem, Marion OR.  F: 170804552 

 
Children of Minerva Roberts Wetmore with her 2nd husband, John Henry Denslinger Sr.: 

• John Henry (“Jack”) Denslinger Jr., 7 Sep 1928 The Dalles, Wasco OR – 19 Jan 2018 The 
Dalles, Wasco OR. - Married Rose Davis on 21 Mar 1956 in The Dalles, Wasco OR. He was 
age 28, a truck driver, b. The Dalles OR, single. Rose was age 18, b. Ada OK, divorced on 7 
Nov [year omitted]. - Buried in Park Lawn Cemetery, The Dalles, Wasco OR. F: 186880455 

• Richard David (“Dick”) Denslinger,   The Dalles, Wasco OR.  - Married at age 21 on 14 Feb 
1958 to Jeanette L. Davis in Skamania Co. WA to Jeanette L. Davis. She filed for divorce on 7 
Nov 1988 in Klickitat Co. WA – On 7 Jan 1989 in Multnomah Co. OR, Richard (age 52) 
married Daina Liga Bambe (age 30) who retained her birth surname. Numerous articles for 
“Daina Bambe” can be found online in her role as a forest ranger & the former president of 
the Lincoln MT Chamber of Commercd. – As of Jun 2023, Richard is a resident of Trout Lake 
WA. 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
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Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Mountain Precinct, Wasco OR [no months are provided, only year of birth] 
C. Gidd WHITMORE, 38 NY, 1862 NY, married 9 years, farmer 
Hattiem 26 MO, 1874, parents b. MO 
Phillip, 6 CO, 1894, at school 
Leda, 4 CO, 1896 
 
1910 Mountain Precinct, Wasco OR 
Claud G. WETMORESor WILMORES, 43 PA, father b. NY, mother b. PA, in 1st marriage, 
married 19 years, farmer, general farming 
Hattie, 35 OH, parents b. OH, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 3 children, 2 are living 
Philip, 16 CO, laborer, home farm 
Leda B., 14 CO 
 
1920 Mountain Precinct, Wasco OR – conducted 2/3 Jan 1920 
A.M. Roberts, 61 IA, father b. VA, mother b. OH, farmer, general 
Susie M. Roberts, 51 MO, father b. KY, mother b. IA [wife] 
A.M. Roberts Jr., 19 WA, father b. MO, mother b. IA [actually the reverse], farmer, general 
[son] 
Phillip Wetmore, 26 CO, father b. PA, mother b. US, laborer, saw mill [son-in-law] 
Minerva T. Wetmore, 24 WA, father b. IA, mother b. MO [daughter] 
Lowell Wetmore, 1 year 4 months OR, father b. CO, mother b. WA [grandson] 
 
1930 Mountain Precinct, Wasco OR – Phillip is dead & wife remarried 
John Denslinger, 39 PA, parents b. PA, age 36 at 1st marriage, farmer, dairying  
Minerva Denslinger, 34 WA, father b. IA, mother b. MO, age 21 at 1st marriage  [wife] 
Lowell Wetmore, 11 OR, father b. CO, mother b. WA [stepson] 
Barbra Wetmore, 9 OR, father b. CO, mother b. WA [stepdaughter] 
Arlene/Orla Wetmore, 7 OR, father b. CO, mother b. WA [stepdaughter] 
Donald Wetmore, 4 OR, father b. CO, mother b. WA [stepson] 
John H. Denslinger, 1 OR, father b. PA, mother b. WA [son] 
 
1940 Mountain Precinct, Wasco OR – in same house in 1935 
John Denslinger, 49 PA, farmer, farming 
Minerva Denslinger, 44 WA, 
Lowell Wetmore, 21 OR, laborer, farming [stepson] 
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Arlene Wetmore, 17 OR [stepdaughter] 
Donald Wetmore, 14 OR [stepson] 
John Denslinger, 11 OR [son] 
Dick Denslinger, 3 OR [son] 
Susie Roberts, 71 MO, widow [mother-in-law] 
Warren Haywood, 73 WI, single [hired hand] 
 
 


