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TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
West, Clayton Burr 

1890 KS – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 
 

 
Excerpt: 

 
“Miami (OK) Record-Herald” Friday 14 Sep 1917 p 2 
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 “Topeka (KS) Daily Capital” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Columbus (KS) Daily Advocate” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 3 
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Member of AOUW – Ancient Order of United Workmen - "Baxter Daily Citizen" (Baxter Springs KS) 

Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 2  
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“Lyons (KS) Daily News” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 

 



5 
 

 
“Lyons (KS) Republican” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 
Erroneous report that Clayton is alive – “Baxter (KS) Daily Citizen” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 

1 
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“Lyons (KS) Daily News” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
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"Lyons (KS) Daily News" Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1 –  
 
 

 
Buried in Scotland – “Lyons (KS) Republican” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 5 
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“Topeka (KS) Daily Capital” Monday 18 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Hamilton (KS) Grit” Thursday 21 Feb 1918 p 8 

 

 
"Hamilton (KS) Grit" Thursday 28 Feb 1918 p 5  

 

 
“Lyons (KS) Daily News” Monday 13 Sep 1920 p 1 
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“Hutchinson (KS) News” Thursday 28 Oct 1920 p 23 

 
 

 

 
"Lyons [KS] Republican" Monday 1 Nov 1920, p 4 – from Find A Grave 86365427   

 
Wife: 
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MO death record of Willie Arizona McQuillin West Downing Lovelace - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1464639:60382 
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Marriage on 6 Jul 1914 in St. John KS – “St. John (KS) Daily Capital & the County Capital” 
Thursday 9 Jul 1914 p 1 
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Marriage of widow Willie Arizona McQuillin West to 2nd husband, William Harvey Downing, 
on https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/963351939:61379?tid=17036767&pid=29803676988&queryId=ad39ac53f7a
b5d4d976e9b34dd7259cb&_phsrc=hFB67279&_phstart=successSource 
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Marriage of Willie Arizona McQuillin West to William Harvey Downing – “Miami (OK) 

Record-Herald” Friday 9 May 1919 p 8 
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Obituary of 2nd husband William Harvey Downing – “Tri-State Tribune” (Pilcher OK) 

Thursday 11 Oct 1951 p 1 
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Willie divorces William Downing - “Miami (OK) News-Record” Thursday 4 Dec 1924 p 1 

 
Jess Lovelace sued for divorce by wife Addie – “Miami (OK) News-Record” Sunday 20 Jun 

1925 p 13 
 

 
Jess Lovelace divorced – “Miami (OK) News-Record” Wednesday 30 Jun 1926 p 1 
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“Miami (OK) News-Record” Tuesday 28 Dec 1926 p 8 

 

 

 
“Miami (OK) News-Record” Tuesday 8 Mar 1927 p 6 

 

 
Hmmm? – “Miami (OK) News-Record” Thursday 7 Apr 1927 p 7 
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Three articles on same page - “Miami (OK) News-Record” Sunday 27 Nov 1927 p 2 

 

 
Willie has married Jess Lovelace by be 1928 – “Miami (OK) News-Record” Tuesday 14 Feb 

1928 p 6 
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“Miami (OK) News-Record” Sunday 15 Dec 1929 p 8 
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Obituary of wife Willie Arizona McQuillin West Lovelace – left: “Miami (OK) News-Record” 

Sunday 27 Oct 1957 p 3 and right: “Tri-State Tribune” (Pilcher OK) Thursday 31 Oct 1957 p 1 
 

Son: 
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Son Marion Keith West – Find A Grave 64867328 

 

 
“Amarillo (TX) Globe-Times” Friday 17 Feb 1956 p 12 
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TX death record of son Marion Keith West - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/751505596:2272?tid=17036767&pid=29803676988&queryId=3d0a245050c1
d200a6e2e12f8d1ad673&_phsrc=hFB67278&_phstart=successSource 

 
Mother: 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/751505596:2272?tid=17036767&pid=29803676988&queryId=3d0a245050c1d200a6e2e12f8d1ad673&_phsrc=hFB67278&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/751505596:2272?tid=17036767&pid=29803676988&queryId=3d0a245050c1d200a6e2e12f8d1ad673&_phsrc=hFB67278&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/751505596:2272?tid=17036767&pid=29803676988&queryId=3d0a245050c1d200a6e2e12f8d1ad673&_phsrc=hFB67278&_phstart=successSource
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Myra Rose Cummings West - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/69672414/person/38352412367/media/40569af4-f0e9-4637-aa75-
a0f631d67c88 

 
 
 

Sibling: 
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Marriage of brother Ambrose West to Esther Elevira Monson Morrill - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8561/images/SDVR_M_41-
1894?pId=302537 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8561/images/SDVR_M_41-1894?pId=302537
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8561/images/SDVR_M_41-1894?pId=302537
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“Rapid City (SD) Journal” Wednesday 27 Aug 1941 p 5 

 
 
 
 

 
Marriage license of sister Pearl Mae West (1881-1967) & Charles Henderson Wikoff – “Rice 

County Eagle” (Lyons KS) Friday 30 Nov 1900 p 1 
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Pearl Mae West & 1st husband Charles  Henderson Wikoff on their wedding day - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/69672414/person/38383362134/media/583de02f-feff-4eb1-b495-

d2e73f555cde 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/69672414/person/38383362134/media/583de02f-feff-4eb1-b495-d2e73f555cde
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/69672414/person/38383362134/media/583de02f-feff-4eb1-b495-d2e73f555cde
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/69672414/person/38383362134/media/583de02f-feff-4eb1-b495-d2e73f555cde
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Obituary of Pearl Mae West Wikoff Sherwood – “Great Bend (KS) Daily Tribune” 4 Oct 1967 

p 2 - https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8473/images/news-ks-
gr_be_da_tr.1967_10_04_0001?pId=507318273 
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Pearl Mae West & Charles Henderson Wikoff - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/69672414/person/38383362134/media/d32b00b5-810d-
4710-8245-1869ba72638e?_phsrc=hFB67250&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
West sisters – Pearl Mae, Myrtle Ethel (1879-1918), Esther Oliver - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/69672414/person/38284295117/media/20eafd7e-e2d7-487b-b67e-

d290a91f9600 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/69672414/person/38383362134/media/d32b00b5-810d-4710-8245-1869ba72638e?_phsrc=hFB67250&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/69672414/person/38383362134/media/d32b00b5-810d-4710-8245-1869ba72638e?_phsrc=hFB67250&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/69672414/person/38383362134/media/d32b00b5-810d-4710-8245-1869ba72638e?_phsrc=hFB67250&_phstart=successSource
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Sister Esther Oliver West Fields (1894-1988) - “Miami (OK) Record-Herald” Friday 14 Apr 

1916 p 4 
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Esther Oliver West Fields - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/69672414/person/38352413578/media/625fde0b-b5dc-49d9-9f6d-

f1e504f1274d 
 



31 
 

 

 
Obituary of Esther Oliver West Fields – “Austin (TX) American-Statesman” Sunday 6 Mar 1988 p 33 
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Marriage of brother William Henry West (1897-1959) to Trixie Mary Lasater on 9 Jun 1924 Colorado 
Springs, El Paso CO - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/433827:61366 

 
 

 
Marriage of brother Lester Alva West (1900-1964) to Mary Frances Lynch on 28 Sep 1925 in Douglas 

Co. CO - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/84763062/person/180065618242/facts?_phsrc=hFB67263&_phstart=successSo

urce 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/433827:61366
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/84763062/person/180065618242/facts?_phsrc=hFB67263&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/84763062/person/180065618242/facts?_phsrc=hFB67263&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/84763062/person/180065618242/facts?_phsrc=hFB67263&_phstart=successSource
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Captioned “The Lester West family – individuals not identified - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/69672414/person/38352414244/media/6ab07b60-af4a-47fd-abc2-d2eef7e2b6e3 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/84763062/person/180065618243/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/84763062/person/180065618243/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/7840812:5180?tid=69672414&pid=38352414244&queryId=b8ff4545b38aa3fee10eb5
31c4d135a3&_phsrc=hFB67292&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/5057723:2238?tid=84763062&pid=180065618243&queryId=157bd6dc6e15e498b63

49178b060b2d0&_phsrc=hFB67264&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7840812:5180?tid=69672414&pid=38352414244&queryId=b8ff4545b38aa3fee10eb531c4d135a3&_phsrc=hFB67292&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7840812:5180?tid=69672414&pid=38352414244&queryId=b8ff4545b38aa3fee10eb531c4d135a3&_phsrc=hFB67292&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7840812:5180?tid=69672414&pid=38352414244&queryId=b8ff4545b38aa3fee10eb531c4d135a3&_phsrc=hFB67292&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage on 5 May 1923 in Colorado Springs, El Paso CO - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/433661:61366 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1322854:60927 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1322854:60927
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/108437694/person/420067668737/facts?_phsrc=hFB67294&_phstart=successS
ource 

 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Clayton Burr West  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Clayton died without a number. 
Entered service from:  Baxter Springs, Cherokee KS 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Clayton B. West 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Mrs. W. West, RFD 2, Baxter Spring KS [handwritten 1st 
name: Willy] 
First buried on isle of Islay, Scotland: in Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 10, as G.R. West 
Body returned from war on: Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 29 Sep 1920 
Body listed on return ship as: Clayton B. West 
Rank & unit on return ship: pvt, Co. F, 20th Engrs 
World War I draft registration (1917): b. 3 May 1890 Rice KS; res: Commerce, Ottawa OK 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlistment & discharge dates not listeded 
Born: 
Died:    
Address:  Douthar OK 
Rank/unit:   private, Co. F, 20th Engineers  
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Birth & death: 
Born:  3 May 1890 Mitchell, Rice Co. KS  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
Find A Grave record: 86365427 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Lyons, Rice KS 
Cemetery:  Lyons Municipal 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Oklahoma Co. F 20 Engrs  
 
Father:  William Wallace (“Billy”) West, 4 Feb 1853 Noble, Branch Co. MI – 14 Mar 1935 
Lyons, Rice KS. Son of James Burr West & Olive Lodema Roberts. Buried in Lyons Municipal 
Cemetery, Lyons, Rice KS.  
Find A Grave:  34307787 
 
Mother: Myra Rose Cummings West, 7 Nov 1862 WI – 9 Jul 1948 Lyons, Rice KS. Daughter 
of Caleb Cummings (1825-1892, F: 34307784) & Almira Johnson (1824-1890, F: 86365426). 
Her father Caleb served as a corporal in the Civil War, on the side of the Union, in Co. K, 
25th Regiment, Wisconsin Infantry.  
Buried in Lyons Municipal Cemetery, Lyons, Rice KS. 
Find A Grave:  34307790 
Parents’ marriage:  27 Nov 1878 Lyons, Rice KS or 1880 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/69672414/person/38352412367/facts?_phsrc=hFB67291&_phstart=succ
essSource 
 
Spouse: Willie Arizona McQuillin/McQuillian West Downing Lovelace, 26 Jan 1896 Caddo, 
Bryan OK - 26 Oct 1957 Joplin, Newton MO. Daughter of Charles Edmond McQuillin & 
Cornelia Bellows. 
Mrs. W.A. West married on 3 May 1919 in Commerce, Ottawa OK to William Harvey 
Downing (20 Apr 1893 – 6 Oct 1951, buried in Baxter Springs Cemetery, Baxter springs, 
Cherokee KS, F: 28196884). William was the son of William Delaney Downing & Amanda I. 
Hollaway. She filed for divorce in Dec 1924 in OK.  She asked for a return to her maiden 
name, but is found in newspapers in 1926 & 1927 at social events with Jess E. Lovelace 
listed as Mrs. Willie Downing. 
Married Jess Elbert Lovelace, 21 Jul 1898 Tipton Ford, Newton MO – 17 May 1968, buried in 
Osborne Memorial Cemetery, Joplin, Newton MO, F: 62925589. He was the son of George 
Milo Lovelace & Minnie Belle Eades. Jess, age 21, had married Annie Newton, age 19, on 25 
Sep 1918 in Ottawa Co. OK They divorced in Jun 1926. Willie & Jess are married by Feb 
1928 when she is noted in the newspaper as Mrs. Jess Lovelace. Willie & Jesse had a son, 
Delbert Leroy Lovelace (3 Oct 1929 OK – 2011 OK, F: 71146792).. 
Buried in Osborne Memorial Cemetery, Joplin, Newton MO. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  62925648 
Marriage: 6 Jul 1914 St. John, Stafford KS. Their son Marion is born 6 months later. 
 
Children: 
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• Marion Keith West, 5 Jan 1915 OK - 9 Oct 1977 Amarillo, Potter TX. Survived by 2 sons & a 
half-brother. Buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, Amarillo, Potter TX. F: 64867328 

 
Siblings:  Clayton was born after Myrtle. In the 1900 census, his mother says she has given 
birth to 10 children, 6 of whom are alive. Named are 5 children: Pearl, Myrtle, Clayton, 
Esther & William. In the 1910 census, she says she has given birth to 8 children, 7 of whom 
are living. 

• Pearl Mae West Wikoff Sherwood, 11 Feb 1881 Rice Co. KS – 3 Oct 1967 Lyons, Rice KS. – 
Obtained marriage license in Lyons, Rice KS in Nov 1900 to marry Charles Henderson 
Wikoff (1874-1944, F: 84005369). They married 27 Nov 1900 in Genesee Co. KS – Married in 
Dodge City, Ford KS on 29 Jul 1947 to Homer George Sherwood, b. 16 Dec 1878 Rice Co. KS 
to Thomas M. Sherwood & Ulalia E. Davis. Homer George is also found as George Homer. 
He is buried in Fairview Park Cemetery, St. John, Stafford KS, F: 104286766. In the 1950 
census, conducted 11 May 1950, George Sherwood (71 KS) lives with wife Pearl (69 KS) in 
Dodge, Ford Ks. – Pearl is buried in Lyons Municipal Cemetery, Lyons, Rice KS. F: 78834847 

• Myrtle Ethel West Wildoner, 11 Sep 1879 Lyons, Rice KS – 28 Oct 1918 Hamilton, 
Greenwood KS. Wife of John Wesley. Wildoner (1882-1946, F: 32115586), whom she 
married 26 Mar 1905 at Columbus KS. She died 8 months after her brother Clayton. Died of 
influenze, in the WWI pandemic. Buried in Janesville Cemetery, Hamilton, Greenwood KS. 
F:32115655 

• Alva Jay (“Alby”) West, 29 Aug 1892 Rice Co. KS – 24 Nov 1895 Rice Co. KS. Not on Find A 
Grave as of 19 Jun 2023.  

• Esther Oliver West Fields, 19 Sep 1894 Lyons, Rice KS – 5 Mar 1988 Travis Co. TX. Married 9 
Apr 1916 in Miami, Ottawa Co. OK to John Leslie Fields (6 May 1895 Cherokee Nation OK - 1 
Oct 1934 Hobbs, Lea NM). According to the Dawes Rolls, John was 3/64 Cherokee Native 
American. Esther is buried in Cook-Walden Memorial Hill Cemetery, Austin, Travis TX. F: 
34151195 

• William Henry (Willie) West, 18 Nov 1897 Lyons, Rice KS [WWII draft – also found on family 
trees as Attica, Harper KS – 29 Jul 1959 Colorado Springs, El Paso CO. Married on 9 Jun 
1924 in Colorado Springs, El Paso CO to Trixie Mary Lasater (1909-1940, F: 35158663). 
Buried in Evergreen Cemetery, Colorado Springs, El Paso CO. F:35158666 

• Lester Alva West, 3 Jun 1900 Kansas City, Wyandotte KS – 14 Oct 1964 Inglewood, Los 
Angeles CA. Married Mary Frances Lynch (1903-1958) on 28 Sep 1925 in Douglas Co. CO. 
Not on Find A Grave as of 19 Jun 2023. 

• Jesse Dale West, 2 Oct 1903 Lyons, Rice KS – 12 Aug 1970 Orange Co. CA. Resident of 
Colorado Springs CO in Nov 1920.  At age 21, Jesse married Loreta Fern Mohrman, age 16, 
on 5 May 1923 in Colorado Springs, El Paso CO. They had 6 children. In the 1930 census, 
Jesse & Loreta are married & living in Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA. They divorce 14 Aug 
1935 in El Paso Co. CO. In the 1940 census, Jess West, 36 KS, single, with no occupation, 
lives in Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA with his mother Emma West (77 WI). She had lived in 
Lyons, Rice KS in 1935 & he had lived in Colorado Springs, El Paso CO. – On his WWII draft 
registration (16 Feb 1942) in Los Angeles CA, it notes he has “right leg missing below the 
knee.” Not on Find A Grave as of 19 Jun 2023. – Loreta, the daughter of Simon Mohrman & 
Hattie Mae Dozier, F: 35156590, was also married to Mark Ellis Browning (1893-1995) & 
Glen Herbert Markus Torguson (1902-1995).  

 
Notes:  
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Family tree of father at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/191030872/person/122481810059/facts 
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1895 KS state census – Galt, Rice KS - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1088/images/ksv115_130-
0494?pId=6701295 

 
William, age 45 b. MI, M.R. (Myra), age 39 b. WI, children b. KS  - Pearl (13), Myrtle (7), 
Clayton (4) & Alva (3). 
 
1900 Galt, Rice KS 
Wm. M. West, 47 MI, Feb 1859, parents b. NY, married 20 years, farmer 
Myra R., 37 WI, Nov 1862, father b. VT, mother b. MA, gave birth to 10 children, 6 are living 
Pearl M., 19 KS, Feb 1881 
Mirtle E., 12 KS, Sep 1889, at school 
Clayton B., 10 KS, May 1890, at school 
Ester O., 5 KS, Sep 1894 
Wm. H., 3 KS, Mar 1896 
& servant Lester Snook, 18 MI, father b. OH, mother b. MI, farm laborer 
 
1910 Peoria, Ottawa OK 
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William West, 57 MI, parents b. NY, in 1st marriage, married 30 years, operator [spelled 
opperator], lead mine 
Myra, 47 WI, father b. VT, mother b. CT, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 8 children, 7 are living 
Clayton, 19 KS, tub hooker, lead mine 
Esther, 15 KS 
Willie, 13 KS 
Lester, 10 KS 
Jesse, 6 KS 
 
 
 


