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TUSCANIA 
 

Wells, Joseph Doler 
1880 Canada – 1954 CA 

 
 

 
Baptismal record of Joseph Doler Wells (Dupuy) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/41565243/person/150191184166/media/04b04d3e-94ab-

4e74-afb8-b3657d45be81?_phsrc=hFB66999&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/41565243/person/150191184166/media/04b04d3e-94ab-4e74-afb8-b3657d45be81?_phsrc=hFB66999&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/41565243/person/150191184166/media/04b04d3e-94ab-4e74-afb8-b3657d45be81?_phsrc=hFB66999&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/41565243/person/150191184166/media/04b04d3e-94ab-4e74-afb8-b3657d45be81?_phsrc=hFB66999&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/7815030:5180?tid=45146667&pid=6454561691&queryId=32e0243e446d9b0

337cec1c219f4b14a&_phsrc=hFB67010&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
WA, WWI military record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/283377:62272?tid=45146667&pid=6454561691&queryId=32e0243e446d9b0
337cec1c219f4b14a&_phsrc=hFB67012&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7815030:5180?tid=45146667&pid=6454561691&queryId=32e0243e446d9b0337cec1c219f4b14a&_phsrc=hFB67010&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7815030:5180?tid=45146667&pid=6454561691&queryId=32e0243e446d9b0337cec1c219f4b14a&_phsrc=hFB67010&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7815030:5180?tid=45146667&pid=6454561691&queryId=32e0243e446d9b0337cec1c219f4b14a&_phsrc=hFB67010&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/283377:62272?tid=45146667&pid=6454561691&queryId=32e0243e446d9b0337cec1c219f4b14a&_phsrc=hFB67012&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/283377:62272?tid=45146667&pid=6454561691&queryId=32e0243e446d9b0337cec1c219f4b14a&_phsrc=hFB67012&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/283377:62272?tid=45146667&pid=6454561691&queryId=32e0243e446d9b0337cec1c219f4b14a&_phsrc=hFB67012&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-
GGYX?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWG8-

Q2W2 
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"Province (Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada) Thursday 14 Mar 1918 p 3 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/500305376/ 

 
Life: 

 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/500305376/
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“Mountain Democrat & Placerville Times” (Placerville CA) Friday 15 Mar 1912 p 7 -

https://www.newspapers.com/image/701346561/ 
 

 
“Mountain Democrat & Placerville Times” (Placerville CA) Friday 15 Mar 1912 p 1 

 

 
“Nevada State Journal” (Reno NV) Thursday 31 May 1934 p 4 
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Wife Martha died 4 Jan 1935 – he is apparently in Nevada as his birthday is 31 May – 

“Nevada State Journal” (Reno NV) Friday 31 May 1935 p 4 
 
 

 
“Nevada State Journal” (Reno NV) Monday 31 May 1937 p 3 

 
 

Wife: 
 
 

 
“Reno (NV) Gazette-Journal” Tuesday 14 Jun 1927 p 8 
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Find A Grave 128861419 
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Birth of Martha M. Schroeder - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/41565243/person/29778472979/media/5d420aa3-fdb2-442c-
9d18-4206fe795480?_phsrc=hFB67018&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/41565243/person/29778472979/media/5d420aa3-fdb2-442c-9d18-4206fe795480?_phsrc=hFB67018&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/41565243/person/29778472979/media/5d420aa3-fdb2-442c-9d18-4206fe795480?_phsrc=hFB67018&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/41565243/person/29778472979/media/5d420aa3-fdb2-442c-9d18-4206fe795480?_phsrc=hFB67018&_phstart=successSource


10 
 

 
Divorce from Don Deo Bailey - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/41565243/person/29778472979/media/6f17b93b-8b6c-49e2-
b0e1-27f51884506d?_phsrc=hFB67019&_phstart=successSource 

 
Siblings: 
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WA death record of brother Napoleon Wells (1873-1935) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/7114108:6716?tid=158171657&pid=292281116189&queryId=cd4c3362448c

11aad93f86253da1796a&_phsrc=hFB67006&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7114108:6716?tid=158171657&pid=292281116189&queryId=cd4c3362448c11aad93f86253da1796a&_phsrc=hFB67006&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7114108:6716?tid=158171657&pid=292281116189&queryId=cd4c3362448c11aad93f86253da1796a&_phsrc=hFB67006&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7114108:6716?tid=158171657&pid=292281116189&queryId=cd4c3362448c11aad93f86253da1796a&_phsrc=hFB67006&_phstart=successSource


12 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23828:3795 
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Birth record of sister Maud Emily Lavina Wells Nichols (1876-1964) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/41565243/person/152036051891/media/4ab007cf-05c0-

47cd-8d11-5a18c0c8e1dc?_phsrc=hFB67002&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/41565243/person/152036051891/media/4ab007cf-05c0-47cd-8d11-5a18c0c8e1dc?_phsrc=hFB67002&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/41565243/person/152036051891/media/4ab007cf-05c0-47cd-8d11-5a18c0c8e1dc?_phsrc=hFB67002&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/41565243/person/152036051891/media/4ab007cf-05c0-47cd-8d11-5a18c0c8e1dc?_phsrc=hFB67002&_phstart=successSource
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British Columbia, Canada, death certificate of husband Francis Nichols - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/45146667/person/6350264097/media/07ac6320-91a2-4f7c-b623-

c2da4e172d42 
 
 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name:  Joseph Doler Wells 
Name variations:  Joseph Dolar Wells on Veterans Administration Master Index  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:   250,429  
Entered service from:  Rossland, British Columbia, Canada 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Joseph D. Wells 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: sister Lovina Nicholls, Rossland, British Columbia, Canada  
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Joseph D. Wells 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: sister Mrs. Lavina Nichols, Roseland, British Columbia, 
Canada (pvt, 16th Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  
World War II draft registration (1942):   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  10 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  12 Jun 1919 
Address:  Placerville CA 
Rank/unit:    private, 16th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:   31 May 1880 Canada (from CA Death Index, and year agrees with 1940 census) but 
1881 on tombstone  
Died: 18 Feb 1954 San Mateo Co. CA (from CA Death Index)   
Find A Grave record:  128861415 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower   
Burial location:  Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH 
Cemetery:  Woodland 
Tombstone: tombstone reads 1881 as birthdate, Find A Grave as 31 May 1880 
 
Father:  Joseph Dupuis Wells , 7 Sep 1847 Montreal, Quebec, Canada. Name also found as 
Dupuy or Dupuis was a surname. Son of Paul & Clara Wells. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Josephine King Wells, 26 May 1851 Quebec, Canada -    Daughter of Napoleon & 
Rose King. 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  1875 Montreal, Quebec, Canada. One of the parties was not Catholic. 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/158171657/person/292233619815/facts?_phsrc=hFB67004&_phstart=su
ccessSource 
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Spouse: Martha M. Schroeder Bailey Wells, 16 Sep 1888 Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH – 4 Jan 
1935 El Dorado Co. CA.  Daughter of August E. Schroeder & Anna Frobieter. 
Martha’s 1st husband was Don Deo Bailey, whom she married as his 2nd wife on 30 Nov 
1917 & divorced 6 Oct 1920. Don was born 7 Aug 1867 in Kalamo, Eaton MI & died 11 Sep 
1923 in Louisville, Jefferson KY, buried in Port Royal Cemetery, Port Royal, Henry KY. Don 
was 1st married 3 Mar 1889 in Isabella Co. MI to Alice Hewlett (1871-1916). His 3rd marriage 
was to Mary Susan Batts on 11 Dec 1922 in Carroll Co. KY. Don’s F: 106850888. 
Buried in Woodland Cemetery, Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  128861419 
Marriage:  obtained a marriage license in Reno, Washoe NV in Jun 1927 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Nellie Wells, ca. 1866 Quebec, Canada –  Listed in the 1881 census with her family, but 
born before Joseph & Josephine married. 

• Napoleon Wells, 23 May 1873 NY [1881 census says Quebec, Canada] – 17 Dec 1935 
Omak, Okanogan WA. Was baptized Napoleon Dupay/Dupuy (Wells). Emigrated from 
Canada to the US as Napoleon Dupuis. According to his WA death certificate, buried in 
Okanogan Cemetery in WA. 

• Maud Emily Levina Emily Wells Nichols, 23 May 1876 Canada – 13 Feb 1964 Surrey, British 
Columbia, Canada. Wife of Francis (Frank) Nichols, b. Sep 1864 England, died 1 Nov 1946 
New Westminster, British Columbia, Canada. Francis had married Alice Stevens (1874-
1904) on 24 Mar 1894 in Ishpeming, Marquette MI. They had 6 children between 1894 & 
1903. Maud & Francis had 4 children.   

• Pearce G. Mildred (“Millie”) Wells Hunden, 15 Jul 1878 Baysville, Ontario, Canada – 25 Sep 
1957 Nelson, Central Kootenay Regional District, British Columbia, Canada. Listed as Persy 
in the 1881 Census of Canada. Married on 16 Jun1901 in Rossland, British Columbia, 
Canada, to Adam Stephan Hunden (1866-1944, F: 86153118). Buried in Nelson Memorial 
Park, Nelson, Central Kootenay Regional District, British Columbia, Canada.  F: 86153153 

 
 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
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Censuses: 
 
1881 Census of Canada -Ridout Township, Muskoka, Ontario 
Found at: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-DT3Q-
JF1?i=637&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AMVX1-988 
Joseph Wells, 40 Quebec, farmer 
Josephine, 40 Quebec 
Nellie, 15 Quebec 
Napaleon [sic], 7 Quebec 
Maud, 5 Quebec 
Persy, 2 Quebec. Female 
Joseph Doler, 10 months Quebec 
 
1930 cannot locate Joseph 
 
1930 Reno, Washoe NV – 533 Bell St. 
Martha Wells, 42 OH, parents b. Germany, married, age 28 at 1st marriage, housework, 
private homes 
& lodger Fern Bishop, 18 CO, father b. WY, mother b. NM, no occupation 
 
 
1940 San Mateo Co. CA – Veterans Administration facility  - line 19 
Joseph D. Wells, 60 Canada, widowed, patient, res in 1935 in Placerville CA 
 
1950 Menlo Park, San Mateo CA – Veterans Administration Hospital, Neuropsychiatric – 
conducted 17 Apr 1950 – line 13 
Joseph D. Wells, 69 Canada, widowed, inmate 
 
 


