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TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Wiesenberger, Earl Odearl 

1893 IL – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
  
      
 

 
 
 

 
 

Earl Odearl Wiesenberger – “Honor Roll, Chippewa County” page 91 - 
https://box2.nmtvault.com/ResCarta-

EAU/jsp/RcWebSearchResults.jsp?collection_filter=All&query1=-1-1 
 
 

https://box2.nmtvault.com/ResCarta-EAU/jsp/RcWebSearchResults.jsp?collection_filter=All&query1=-1-1
https://box2.nmtvault.com/ResCarta-EAU/jsp/RcWebSearchResults.jsp?collection_filter=All&query1=-1-1
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-

GYC7?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQB6-C6ZM 
 
 
 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92L-

4?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-5C1W 
 

Life: 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-GYC7?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQB6-C6ZM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-GYC7?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQB6-C6ZM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92L-4?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-5C1W
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92L-4?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-5C1W


3 
 

 
“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Tuesday 26 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Earl was not lost at sea as the poem implies – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Friday 25 Apr 1919 p 2 

 

 
From Chippewa Falls WI – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Wednesday 2 Jul 1919 p 2 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Friday 15 Oct 1920 p 5 

 
 

 
 

Earl Odearl Weisenberger & Claire Metzembauer - "Chippewa Herald-Telegram" (Chippewa Falls 
WI) Saturday 16 Oct 1920 p 1 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Saturday 10 Nov 1962 p 1 

  
Wife: 
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Obituary of wife Mary Josephine (Marie) Plante Weisenberger Sund – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” 

(Chippewa Falls WI) Tuesday 8 Jan 1974 p 4 
 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91144795:61484 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Friday 13 Dec 1929 p 12 

 



9 
 

 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Wednesday 5 Sep 1917 p 3 

 
 

 

 
Erik Albert Sund, not Lund - "Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram" Thursday - 19 Apr 1923 p 8 - 

 
Mother: 
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Original has torn right and bottom margins – “Kansas City (MO) Times” Thursday 9 Jan 1890 p 4 
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Murder of John Lewton & “ruin of Lewton’s wife” by James Sheetz claimed self-defense – “Chicago 
(IL) Inter Ocean” Friday 10 Jan 1890 p 2 
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“Kansas City (MO) Star” Thursday 16 Jan 1890 p 1 
 
 
 



21 
 

 

 



22 
 

 



23 
 

 

 
Linnie Hardbarger Lewton was born Jul 1873 & is 17 years old, not 15 - “Rock Island (IL) Argus” 
Friday 7 Feb 1890 p 4 
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“Streator (IL) Times” Wednesday 5 Mar 1890 p 1 
 

 
“Chicago (IL) Tribune” Monday 25 Aug 1890 p 6 
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“Columbia (MO) Daily Tribune” Monday 27 Feb 1939 p 7 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/26475777/person/27552943832/facts?_phsrc=hFB66832&_phstart=successSour
ce 
 

Siblings: 
 
 

 
WWI draft registration of brother Ivan Weisenburger (here Ivan Weisenberg) (1895-1977) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6482/images/005248749_01175?pId=233898
96 
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Veteran headstone application for brother Clarence Henry Weisenberger (1897-1928) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40110_285470-
00837?pId=2072850  
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/460811:2542 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Earl Odearl Weisenberger 
Name variations:  family members use Weisenberger or Weisenburger  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. A - private 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Earl died without a number 
Entered service from:  Jim Falls, Chippewa WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Earl Odearl Weisenberger 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Mrs. Marie Weisenberger, Jim Falls WI 
First buried on the isle of Islay, Scotland: in Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 88, as Earl 
Odearl Weisenberger 
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 29 Sep 1920 
Body listed on return ship as: Earl O. WIESENBERGER 
Rank & unit on return ship: pvt, Co. A, 107th Supply Train 
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World War I draft registration (1917): as Earl Weisenberger - b. 30 Apr 1893 Barry IL; res: Jim 
Falls, Chippewa WI. Single. Employed as laborer, O.F. Stelter Co., Jim Falls WI. Private, WI National 
Guard, just enlisted. Medium height, stout build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlistment & discharge dates not listed 
Born: 30 Apr 1893 
Died: 5 Feb 1918 
Address:  Jim Falls WI 
Rank/unit:   private, Co. A, 107th Supply Train  
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 30 Apr 1893 Barry, Pike IL  
Died” 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania  
Find A Grave record: 113257017 – photo – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI 
Cemetery:  Hope 
Tombstone: tombstone: Co. A 4th Wis. Inf.    
 
Father:  George Washington Weisenburger, Jan 1872 Pike Co. IL – 22 Sep 1936 Barry, Pike 
IL. Son of Barney Weisenberger & Anna Marie Hulse.  
George W. Weisenburger married 16 Dec 1891 Linnie May Lewton (1st husband's name?), daughter 
of James Hardberger & Margert (Cochran) Hardberger. 
Buried in Park Lawn Cemetery, Barry, Pike IL. 
Find A Grave:  80023854 
 
Mother:  Lena May (“Linnie”) Hardbarger Lewton Weisenburger, Jul 1872 Pike Co. IL – 29 Jul 
1905 Pike Co. IL. Daughter of James Hardbarger & Margaret Cochran (later Creech, 1848-
1925, F: 91707589).  
Lena married John P. Lewton (31 Mar 1862 – 7 Jan 1890, F: 77497875) in summer 1889. He 
was the son of Hamilton Lewton & Mary Ann Lock. The couple married in Barry, Pike IL & 
then moved to Liberty MO in Sep 1889, where John went to California to find work. Linnie 
Lewton (identified in newspapers as age 15, but actually age 17) was “seduced” by 
prominent attorney & former Clay Co. MO county prosecutor James L. Sheetz (1857-1939, 
F: 17238412). Upon Lewton’s return, he went to see Sheetz unarmed, planning to whip him 
& was shot & killed by Sheetz. In newspaper articles, Linnie references her parents’ names.  
Sheetz was acquitted of the 1st-degree murder charges. 
In Dec 1891, Linnie remarried, to George Wiesenburger.  
Buried in Park Lawn Cemetery, Barry, Pike IL. 
Find A Grave:  80023919 
Parents’ marriage:  16 Dec 1891 Pike Co. IL – George W. Wiesenberger & Linnie May 
Lewton. 
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Spouse: Mary Josephine (“Marie”) Plante Weisenberger Sund, 21 Jan 1897 Chippewa Falls, 
Chippewa WI – 1 Jan 1974 Tomahawk, Lincoln WI. SSN 399-30-2728. Daughter of Joseph 
Charles Albert Plante & Katherine Russell. 
In the 1920 census, a widowed Marie Weisenburger [sic], 22 WI, lived with her parents, 
Joseph & Kate Plant, in Eagle Point, Chippewa WI. She was a telephone operator. 
Marie Weisenberger obtained a marriage license with Erik Albert Sund (1879 Sweden – 
1967 WI, F: 227384611) & they married 24 Apr 1923 in Jim Falls, Chippewa WI.  
Mary is buried in Calvary Cemetery, Tomahawk, Lincoln WI.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  250189624 
Marriage: 13 Sep 1917 Chippewa Co. WI 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  Earl was the oldest sibling. 

• Ivan Weisenburger, 20 Jun 1895 Kinderhook, Pike IL – 11 Feb 1977 Jacksonville, Morgan IL. 
Married Nellie A. Christison (1901-1986, F: 115079012) on 28 Jul 1924 in Barry, Pike IL. 
Buried in Park Lawn Cemetery, Barry, Pike IL. F: 80023885 

• Clarence Henry Weisenberger, 21 Jun 1897 Kinderhook, Pike IL – 12 Jan 1928 Fall Creek, 
Adams IL. In the 1910 census for Barry, Pike IL, Clarence, age 12 IL, both parents IL, lived 
with his [maternal] grandmother Maggie Hardbarger, 60 OH, her son David Hardbarger (44 
IL) & Maggie’s grandson Floyd Hardbarger (24 IL). Married Hattie Bell Sanders (1894-1962, 
F: 160183920) on 12 Jan 1928 Fall Creek, Adams IL. Buried 15 Jan 1928 in Greenmount 
Cemetery, Quincy, Adams IL. F: 160183865   

• Otis Weisenberger, 13 Dec 1902 Kinderhook, Pike IL – 10 Nov 1918 Barry, Pike IL. His IL 
death record on Find A Grave confirms his parents’ names. Buried in Park Lawn Cemetery, 
Barry, Pike IL. F: 80024099 

 
Notes:  
Father’s family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/22163846/person/380135825613/facts 
 
Mother’s family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/26475777/person/27552943832/facts 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Kinderhook, Pike IL 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/22163846/person/380135825613/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/22163846/person/380135825613/facts
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George W. WISENBURGER, 28 IL, Jan 1872, father b. Germany, mother b. IL, married 8 
years, day laborer 
Lennie M., 26 IL, Jul 1873, father b. VA, mother b. IL, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Earl W., 7 IL, Apr 1893 
Ivenne, 4 IL, Jun 1895 
Clarence, 2 IL, Jun 1897 
 
1910 Barry Pike IL 
Earl WEISENBERG, 18 IL, single, parents b. IL, hired man, laborer, farm 
Residing with Charles (age 70) & Chloe (age 60) Lippincott 
 
 


