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TUSCANIA 
 

Weir, Thomas Raymond 
1894 CA – 1934 MT 

 
 
 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/47429_550766-
00257?pId=600295400 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/86790:2375 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-G9S9-

Q?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQBH-RQW2 
 

Death: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/86790:2375
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MT death record - Thomas R. Weir, wife Florence Weir, substation operator, Milwaukee 
Road, gunshot wound through chest & abdomen with nephritis, d. 3 a.m. 16 Nov, 
"accident" while hunting near Jens MT (homicide was a choice), father John Weir, mother 
"no record" - had lived 15 yrs in Morel, rec'd blood transfusion. Birth date of 6 Jul 1895 - 
died 41 years 4 months 10 days 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/47429_550765-
01562?pId=600387501 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/47429_550765-01562?pId=600387501
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/47429_550765-01562?pId=600387501
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“Butte (MT) Daily Post” Monday 16 Nov 1936 p 12 
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In this original story, Thomas was “found” by George Huffman, the man who actually shot 
& killed him – note the lack of mention of his brother Charles in the “insane asylum” in IA 

as a survivor – “Butte (MT) Daily Post” Monday 16 Nov 1936 p 1 & p 2 
 



7 
 



8 
 

 
Shooting victim George Weir was a shipmate on Tuscania of the investigating police officer, 

Charles Smollack – “Montana Standard” (Butte MT) Wednesday 18 Nov 1936 p 7 -
https://www.newspapers.com/image/349293515/ 
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Thursday 19 Nov 1936 p 5 -

https://www.newspapers.com/image/240017520/ 
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Monday 16 Nov 1936 p 1 

 

 
“Butte (MT) Daily Post” Tuesday 17 Nov 1936 p 14 
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“Butte (MT) Daily Post” Tuesday 17 Nov 1936 p 1 & p 2 

 



13 
 

 
There were 215 Tuscania casualties on the British vessel – “Great Falls (MT) Tribune” 

Tuesday 17 Nov 1936 p 9 
 



14 
 



15 
 

 
"Montana Standard" (Butte MT) Tuesday 17 Nov 1936 p 2 
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“Butte (MT) Daily Post” Wednesday 18 Nov 1936 p 2 
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Obituary of Thomas Raymond Weir – “Montana Standard” (Butte MT) Thursday 19 Nov 1936 

p 5 
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“Jefferson Valley News” (Whitehall MT) Thursday 19 Nov 1936 p 1 
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“Montana Standard” (Butte MT) Friday 20 Nov 1936 p 1 
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“Montana Standard” (Butte MT) Saturday 21 Nov 1936 p 1 
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“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” Tuesday 24 Nov 1936 p 13 
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“Livingston (MT) Enterprise” Wednesday 25 Nov 1936 p 2 

 
Life: 

 
 



23 
 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 
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"Davenport (IA) Daily Times" Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 7 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/302436274/ 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/302436274/
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“Quad-Cities Times” (Davenport IA) Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 5 

 

 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 4 
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“Quad-City Times” (Davenport IA) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 11 
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Buncrana, Ireland – “Quad-City Times” Sunday 10 Mar 1918 p 12 

 

 
“Montfort (WI) Mail” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 4 



29 
 

 

 
“Grant County Herald” (Lancaster WI) Wednesday 20 Mar 1918 p 3 
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Letter home from Russell Gibson mentioning Tom Weir – “Platteville (WI) Witness” 

Wednesday 20 Mar 1918 p 1 
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Is this him? – “Lewistown (MT) Daily News” Saturday 5 May 1923 p 5 

 

 
Whitehall MT news: “Anaconda (MT) Standard” Thursday 10 Sep 1925 p 8 

 

 
“Anaconda (MT) Standard” Friday 26 Mar 1926 p 9 
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“Anaconda (MT) Standard” Friday 16 Apr 1926 p 3 

 

 
“Anaconda (MT) Standard” Sunday 30 May 1926 p 23 

 
 

 
“Lewistown (MT) Daily News” Wednesday 24 Nov 1926 p 2 

 

 
“Jefferson Valley News” (Whitehall MT) Thursday 14 Jul 1927 p 2 
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“Butte (MT) Daily Post” Saturday 10 Sep 1927 p 13 

 

 
“Anaconda (MT) Standard” Sunday 2 Oct 1927 p 23 

 

 
“Boulder (MT) Monitor” Saturday 3 Dec 1927 p 5 
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“Anaconda (MT) Standard” Saturday 9 Jun 1928 p 10 

 

 
“Jefferson Valley News” (Whitehall MT) Thursday 30 May 1929 p 1 
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“Montana Standard” (Butte MT) Wednesday 10 Jun 1931 p 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wife Irma Theresa Thompson (1924) –  
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“Butte (MT) Miner” Sunday 12 Oct 1924 p 2 
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“Butte (MT) Miner” Sunday 12 Oct 1924 p 5 
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MT marriage record with Irma Theresa Thompson 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61578/images/48279_555246-
00693?pId=442353 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61578/images/48279_555246-00693?pId=442353
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61578/images/48279_555246-00693?pId=442353
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“Butte (MT) Daily Post” Tuesday 12 Jul 1927 p 3 

 
 
 
 
 

 
MT death record of Irma Thompson Weir Larson - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/47429_550812-
01959?pId=314798 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/47429_550812-01959?pId=314798
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/47429_550812-01959?pId=314798
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MT death record of Earl Henry Larson - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/47429_550722-
01729?pId=450251874 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/47429_550722-01729?pId=450251874
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/47429_550722-01729?pId=450251874
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Obituary of Irma Thompson Weir Larson – “Montana Standard” (Butte MT) Tuesday 26 Aug 

1986 p 2 
 

Wife Florice Matthews (1933): 
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OR birth record of Florice Matthews (13 Aug 1911) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/363555:61676?tid=&pid=&queryId=4b38b75cadc0c3e5e8a9f00016887e53&

_phsrc=hFB66787&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/363555:61676?tid=&pid=&queryId=4b38b75cadc0c3e5e8a9f00016887e53&_phsrc=hFB66787&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/363555:61676?tid=&pid=&queryId=4b38b75cadc0c3e5e8a9f00016887e53&_phsrc=hFB66787&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/363555:61676?tid=&pid=&queryId=4b38b75cadc0c3e5e8a9f00016887e53&_phsrc=hFB66787&_phstart=successSource
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“Spokane (WA) Press” Thursday 2 Nov 1933 p 7  
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WA marriage record – 1 Nov 1933 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/7274194:2378 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7274194:2378
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7274194:2378
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Marriage of Florice Matthews Weir to Paul Johnston Knight on 18 Apr 1937 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/90233107:61578?tid=&pid=&queryId=4b38b75cadc0c3e5e8a9f00016887e5

3&_phsrc=hFB66788&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90233107:61578?tid=&pid=&queryId=4b38b75cadc0c3e5e8a9f00016887e53&_phsrc=hFB66788&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90233107:61578?tid=&pid=&queryId=4b38b75cadc0c3e5e8a9f00016887e53&_phsrc=hFB66788&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90233107:61578?tid=&pid=&queryId=4b38b75cadc0c3e5e8a9f00016887e53&_phsrc=hFB66788&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/435462:61255 
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MT divorce of Florice from Paul John Knight on 2 Sep 1949 – Butte MT -  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/104889:61477 
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Marriage of Florice Matthews Weir Knight to Walter G. Bauer on 12 Jun 1950 in Vancouver, 

Clark WA - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2476797:2378 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2476797:2378
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Divorce from Walter G. Bauer on 7 Dec 1956 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/90116365:61477 
 

   
Obituary of Walter G. Bauer – left: “Montana Standard” (Butte MT) Saturday 16 Apr 1966 p 6 

and right: “Montana Standard” (Butte MT) Wednesday 13 Apr 1966 p 12 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90116365:61477
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90116365:61477
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Remarriage of Walter G. Bauer & Florice Bauer on 20 Jan 1957 in Butte, Silver Bow MT -  

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900106455:61478 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900106455:61478
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Marriage on 18 Feb 1963 in Yakima Co. WA of Florice Knight & Frank Anthony Ordyk – 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8832763:2378 
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“Montana Standard” (Butte MT) Friday 28 Jul 1933 p 5 
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“Montana Standard” (Butte MT) Wednesday 2 Aug 1933 p 13 

 
 
 

Children by Irma Theresa Thompson: 
 

 
“Jefferson Valley News” (Whitehall MT) Thursday 21 Mar 1929 p 5 
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MT birth record of son James William Weir (b. 22 Jul 1925) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/47429_550807-
00547?pId=150364075 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/47429_550807-00547?pId=150364075
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/47429_550807-00547?pId=150364075
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MT wedding of James William Weir on 1 Sep 1951 in Butte, Silver Bow MT to Frances Kinsey 

- https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61478/images/47792_554308-
03366?pId=1050144533 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61478/images/47792_554308-03366?pId=1050144533
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61478/images/47792_554308-03366?pId=1050144533
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Obituary of son James William Weir – “Montana Standard” (Butte MT) Monday 16 Jun 2008 p 5 

 
 



59 
 

 
MT birth record of son Thomas Richard Weir (b. 21 Jul 1927) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/47429_550760-
01005?pId=150354975 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/47429_550760-01005?pId=150354975
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/47429_550760-01005?pId=150354975
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Birth of Thomas Richard Weir – “Anaconda (MT) Standard” Friday 29 Jul 1927 p 3 

 
 

 
“Jefferson Valley News” (Whitehall MT) Thursday 17 Jun 1943 p 8 

 

 
“Jefferson Valley News” Thursday 31 May 1945 p 1 
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“Jefferson Valley News” Thursday 22 Jan 1948 p 8 

 

 
“Jefferson Valley News” Thursday 13 Oct 1949 p5 

 
Father: 
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IA death record of father James Weir – Find A Grave 170567086 
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Obituary of James Weir, which fails to mention living son Charles in the mental institution -  

"Davenport Daily Times" Friday 1 Oct 1937 p 31 
 

Mother: 
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IA death record of Elizabeth Margaret Ennis Weir – Find A Grave 170567134 
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Thomas Weir died in 1936, not 1937 – fails to mention institutionalized son Charles Weir - 

"Quad-City Times" (Davenport IA) Tuesday Tuesday 23 Jan 1940 p 15 
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   "Quad-City Times" (Davenport IA) Monday 4 Oct 1937 p 1   
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“Des Moines (IA) Register” Tuesday 5 Oct 1937 p 11 

 
Siblings: 
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Obituary of brother James D. Wyer (1883-1933) – “Lincoln (NE) Journal Star” Wednesday 7 
Jun 1933 p 1 

 

 
James would have been around 30 years old, not 39 – “Lincoln (NE) Star” Thursday 13 Feb 

1913 p 2 
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“Seward (NE) Journal” Thursday 12 Sep 1929 p 5  
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IA death record of brother John P. Weir (1886-1937) – Find A Grave 170567247 
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72 
 

Obituary of brother John P. Weir – “Quad-City Times” (Davenport IA) Monday 6 Sep 1937 p 1 
 

 
Obituary of sister Margaret Elizabeth Weir Cooper Spears (1887-1963) - “Davenport (IA) 

Daily Times” Saturday 7 Dec 1963 p 8 
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Marriage of Margaret Wyer to Charles Thomas Cooper - “Quad-City Times” (Davenport IA) 

12 Feb 1912 p 10 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/112982931/person/232141942970/media/66e7f848-f236-

4563-a115-f46fdc224990?_phsrc=hFB66759&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/112982931/person/232141942970/media/66e7f848-f236-4563-a115-f46fdc224990?_phsrc=hFB66759&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/112982931/person/232141942970/media/66e7f848-f236-4563-a115-f46fdc224990?_phsrc=hFB66759&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/112982931/person/232141942970/media/66e7f848-f236-4563-a115-f46fdc224990?_phsrc=hFB66759&_phstart=successSource
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“Davenport (IA) Daily Times” Saturday 18 Jan 1913 p 7 
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Obituary of Margaret Wyer’s 1st husband Charles Thomas Cooper - “Davenport (IA) Daily 

Times” Friday 25 Mar 1938 p 6 
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Marriage of Margaret Wyer to Charles T. Cooper on 12 Oct 1911 in MO - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c3172-
0674?pId=506673396 
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Marriage of Margaret Wyer Cooper to Edward Garfield Spears on 25 Nov 1922 in IN - 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/112982931/person/232141942970/facts 
 

 
WWI draft registration of brother Charles Wyer (1890- 1951)  – “insane patient” at the 

Mount Pleasant  (IA)State Hospital for the Insane - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/30981316:6482  

 

 

 
IA birth record of Charles Wyer - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/11066:2547 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/112982931/person/232141942970/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/112982931/person/232141942970/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/30981316:6482
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/30981316:6482
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/11066:2547
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/11066:2547


78 
 

“Daven  

 

 
 

IA birth record of Charles Wyer with date of 16 Feb 1890 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/302657843:61441 

 
 

 
“Davenport (IA) Daily Times” Saturday 7 May 1910 p 5 
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1930 view of the Mount Pleasant (IA) “Iowa Insane Asylum” which opened in 1867 as the 

“Iowa Lunatic Asylum” & had several names. Charles resided here from 1910 to his death 
in 1951.  https://www.loc.gov/resource/hhh.ia0091.photos/?sp=1 
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IA death record of Charles Wyer showing his body was donated to the University of Iowa 

Department of Anatomy, at Iowa City IA - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/751063224:61442?tid=&pid=&queryId=ca6c66df49308c675380ac5a722930

95&_phsrc=hFB66766&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/751063224:61442?tid=&pid=&queryId=ca6c66df49308c675380ac5a72293095&_phsrc=hFB66766&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/751063224:61442?tid=&pid=&queryId=ca6c66df49308c675380ac5a72293095&_phsrc=hFB66766&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/751063224:61442?tid=&pid=&queryId=ca6c66df49308c675380ac5a72293095&_phsrc=hFB66766&_phstart=successSource
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Brother Joseph Francis Wyer (1894-1965) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/8095234:5180?tid=167000716&pid=362168323750&queryId=fa38deed27e7
8d233ad2a3eafef2b9a0&_phsrc=hFB66770&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/69114899:3693 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8095234:5180?tid=167000716&pid=362168323750&queryId=fa38deed27e78d233ad2a3eafef2b9a0&_phsrc=hFB66770&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8095234:5180?tid=167000716&pid=362168323750&queryId=fa38deed27e78d233ad2a3eafef2b9a0&_phsrc=hFB66770&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8095234:5180?tid=167000716&pid=362168323750&queryId=fa38deed27e78d233ad2a3eafef2b9a0&_phsrc=hFB66770&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/69114899:3693
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WWII draft registration – 26 Apr 1942 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/12941113:1002 
 

 
“Los Angeles Tidings” Friday 5 Mar 1965 p 19 (a Catholic newspaper) 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12941113:1002
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12941113:1002
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IA birth record of sister Mary J. Wyer (1901 -1984) https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/452317347:61441 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/452317347:61441
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/452317347:61441
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Obituary of Mary Weir Simmons – ‘Quad-City Times” (Davenport IA) Tuesday 11 Sep 1984 p 18 

 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1570727:1500 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 
 

Name:  Thomas Raymond Weir 
Name variations:  1900 & 1910 censuses list the family name as WYER  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. B - corporal 
Serial number:  251,019 
Entered service from:  Lindan, Iowa Co. WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Thomas Weir 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: Mrs. Thomas Weir, Linden WI 
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919, 
Sailed on return ship as: Thomas Weir 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: sister Miss Mary Weir, 611 Brady St., Davenport IA (sgt, 
Co. B, 107th Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Thomas Weir - b. 6 Jul 1894 Los Angeles, CA; res: 
Linden, Iowa WI. Single. Mechanic. Member of 4th Wisconsin Infantry. Medium height, no 
build indicated.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Jul 1917 
Discharged:  29 May 1919 
Address:  Whitehall MT 
Rank/unit:    sergeant, Co. B, 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 6 Jul 1894 Los Angeles, Los Angeles CA [ MT death record lists birthdate as 6 Jul 
1895]  
Died: 15 Nov 1936 Deer Lodge, Powell MT (shot in abdomen while deer hunting by near-
sighted trapper George Huffman, who was sentenced to 3 years in penitentiary for 
involuntary manslaughter)  
Find A Grave record: 205646687 (almost all local newspaper stories mention Tuscania 
survivor) 
Burial location:  Butte, Silver Bow 
Cemetery:  Mountain View 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone application: Sgt Co. B 107th Supply Train - buried in 
cemetery's American Legion plot   
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Father:  James Clinton Weir, 7 Apr 1850 NJ – 30 Sep 1937 Davenport, Scott IA.  Farmer near 
Long Grove IA 1886-1937. James, who lived with son John, began to fail in health 11 Sep & 
died 30 Sep 1937. Buried in Oakdale Memorial Gardens, Davenport, Scott IA. 
Find A Grave:  170567086 
 
Mother:  Elizabeth Margaret Ennis Weir, 1 Mar 1870 [on tombstone, but 1862 on IA death 
certificate & in her obituary] Grand Mound, Clinton IA – 22 Jan 1940 Clinton, Clinton IA. 
Daughter of John H. Ennis (Quebec, Canada) & Margaret Churchill or O’Hearn Saunders 
(Clinton IA). Buried in Oakdale Memorial Gardens, Davenport, Scott IA. 
Find A Grave:  170567134 
Parents’ marriage:  Mar 1881 (according to mother’s obituary) 
 
Spouse: Irma Theresa Thompson Weir Larson, 11 Jul 1902 Omaha, Douglas NE or 
(according to obituary) Lincoln NE – 24 Aug 1986 Butte, Silver Bow MT. Daughter of William 
Richard Thompson & Lulu M. (“Lou”) Tripp. 
Irma & Thomas had 2 sons, James & Thomas Weir. 
On 29 Nov 1933 Irma Weir married Earl Hector Larson (26 Feb 1902 WI – 19 Feb 1998 MT, F: 
178344684).  
Irma & Earl had 2 daughters: Claire & Nona Fay, both burn in Butte, Silver Bow MT. 
Claire, at age 22, married Jack E. Whealy, 22, b. Conrad MT, son of Austin Whealy & Helen 
Furstnow, on 19 Jul 1958 in Missoula, Missoula MT. 
Nona Fay, at age 22, married Warren E. Drew, 24, b. Frannie WY, son of A.C. Drew & 
Margaret Jean Wright, on 22 Aug 1959 in Missoula, Missoula MT. 
Irma & Earl are buried in Whitehall Cemetery, Whitehall, Jefferson MT. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 178344878 
Marriage: 11 Oct 1924 Butte, Silver Bow MT 
 
Spouse: Florice Matthews Weir Knight Bauer Ordyk, 13 Aug 1911 Portland, Multnomah OR -   
16 Jan 2011 Redmond, King WA. 
Daughter of John David Matthews & Mable Courtright. Her mother disliked the name Mable 
and changed her name to Viola Marie. ShViola Marie Courtright/Davis, who later married 
Gomer Davis. Florice’s maternal grandparents were Charles Christopher Davis & Malissa 
Jan Courtright.    
In the 1930 census, Florice “Davis” – age 18, b. OR, lives with her remarried mother Mabel 
D. Davis & her husband, Gomer E. Davis, in Butte, Silver Bow MT.  
Following the death of 1st husband, Thomas Raymond Weir, Florice Weir married Paul 
Johnston Knight on 18 Apr 1937 in Deer Lodge, Powell MT. On the marriage license, it 
states she was born 1912 in Portland OR, daughter of J.D. Mathews & Mable Davis.  
Paul Johnston Knight was born 15 [MT birth record] or 16 [WWII, Social Security] Mar 1911 
in Butte, Silver Bow MT & died 16 Mar 2000 in King Co. WA. He was the son of Frank B. 
Knight & Rebecca Johnston. Florice & Paul divorced 2 Sep 1949 in Butte, Silver Lodge MT. 
Paul is buried in Mountain View Cemetery, Butte, Silver Bow MT. F: 120516558. 
In the 1940 census for Butte, Silver Bow MT, Florice & Paul Knight have no children listed. 
The Weir boys (not her biological children) reside with their biological mother, Irma Larson. 
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Paul Knight, 29 MT, is a shoe repairman in a shoe shop & Florice Knight, 29 OR, is a 
waitress in a restaurant. 
In the 1950 census for Butte, Silver Bow MT., Florice M. Knight, 38 OR, divorced is a 
waitress in a hotel. Living with her are her children, Rodger P. [Paul] Knight, 7 MT & Marjorie 
F. Knight (5 MT). 
On 12 Jun 1950, Florice M. Knight marries Walter G. Bauer in Vancouver, Clark WA. Walter 
was born 1903 & died 10 Apr 1966 Yakima Co. WA in a car accident. He too is buried in 
Mountain View Cemetery, Butte, Silver Bow MT, F: 148967078. Florice charges him with 
extreme cruelty & they divorce 7 Dec 1956 in Butte, Silver Bow MT. 
On 20 Jan 1957, Florice Bauer remarries Walter G. Bauer in Butte, Silver Bow MT.  
Florice & Walter divorce again and Florice Bauer married Frank Anthony Ordyk (9 Aug 1917 
Elizabeth, Union NJ – 17 Apr 1993 Sunnyside, Yakima WA, F: 120216089) on 18 Feb 1963 in 
Yakima Co. WA. 
Florice Ordyk is buried in Lower Valley Memorial Gardens, Sunnyside, Yakima WA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  120216060 
Marriage: 
Marriage:  1 Nov 1933 Spokane, Spokane Co. WA, he the son of James Weir b. NJ & 
Elizabeth Ennis b. IA, he b. CA, electric engineer, age 34 - she daughter of J.D. Matthews b. 
KS & Mabel Courtright b. KS, lives with parents, age 22, she b. OR, both residents Butte MT 
 
 
Children: 

• James William (Jimmie) Weir, 22 Jul 1925 Whitehall, Jefferson MT – 14 Jun 2008 Butte, Silver 
Bow MT. SSN 516-20-6419. When he registered for the WWII draft on 15 Mar 1946, he had 
just been discharged from the US Navy on 13 Mar 1946 because of the “points” system. – 
Married Frances Kinsey, daughter of Henry Kinsey & Velma Rainbelle, on 1 Sep 1951 in 
Butte, Silver Bow MT. - Buried in Holy Cross Cemetery, Butte, Silver Bow MT. F: 198053399 

• Thomas Richard (Dick). Weir, 21 Jul 1927 Butte, Silver Bow MT – 2 Nov 2019. Married 19 Aug 
1959 in Jefferson Co. TX to Sophia B. Pappas. Career in US Navy; was in WWII, Korea & 
Vietnam. Buried in National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, Honolulu, Honolulu Co. HI. 
F: 205221127 

 
Siblings:  

• James D. Weir, 13 Sep 1883 IA – 6 Jun 1933 Lincoln, Lancaster NE. Stating he was age 39, 
James obtained a marriage license with Sena Lott in Feb 1913 in Lincoln, Lancaster NE. She 
was age 49. She died 10 Sep 1929 in Lincoln, Lancaster NE. – In the 1930 census for 
Lincoln, Lancaster NE, James D. Wyer, 45 IA, father b. NJ, mother b. IA, widowed, is a 
salesman of paint & glass. – Died at his home of an apparent heart attack. James is buried 
in Wyuka Cemetery, Lincoln, Lancaster NE. F: 74863299 

• John P. Weir, 31 Mar 1886 [Mar 1885 in 1900 census] Clinton Co. IA - 6 Sep 1937 Davenport, 
Scott IA. – Ten months after Tom is killed, his brother, attorney John P. Weir, for many years 
the Scott Co. IA district attorney, drops dead on the street at age 51 (6 Sep 1937). At the 
time of John’s death, his father James was living with John in Davenport, while his mother 
Elizabeth lived with her 2 daughters Mary Weir & Mrs. Margaret SPEER in Chicago & brother 
Joseph resided in Moorhead MN, Husband of Mildred Huffman (1899-1979, F: 181893226) 
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whom he married 10 Nov 1924 in Muscatine, Muscatine IA. Buried in Oakdale Memorial 
Gardens, Davenport, Scott IA.  F: 170567247   

• Margaret Elizabeth Weir Cooper Spears, 3 Feb 1887 IA – 5 Dec 1963 Chicago, Cook IL. 
Resident of Lincoln NE in Nov 1934 when Thomas dies. – Married attorney - Charles Thomas 
Cooper (1869-1938, F: 211473804) on 12 Oct 1911 in Kansas City, Jackson MO. He had 
previously married Katherine Lauretia Peifer (1872-1944) on 6 Oct 1897 in Lincoln, Logan IL; 
they divorced 7 Jan 1911 in Reno, Washoe NV. -  Married Edward Garfield Spears (1881-
1930), the son of Henry Spears & Cecelia Keintz, on 25 Nov 1922 in IN. Buried as Spears in 
Springdale Cemetery, Clinton, Clinton IA. F: 188275619 

• Charles Weir, 16 Feb 1890 Winfield, Scott IA [Feb 1890 in 1900 census but 24 Feb 1891 on 
his IA death record] – 4 Jun 1961 Mount Pleasant, Henry IA [in the state hospital for the 
mentally ill]. – Charles was sent to the Iowa State Hospital for the Insane in May 1910. He 
died there in 1961. On his WWI draft registration (5 Jun 1917), an exemption from the draft is 
requested since he has “insanity” and is an “insane patient.” In the 1920 census for the 
Mount Pleasant State Hospital, Center township, Henry IA, Charles Wyer, 29 IA, parents b. 
US, single, farmer, is a patient (line 56). In the 1930 census for the IA State Hospital for the 
Insane, Center township, Henry IA, Charles Wyer, 39 IA, patient, is single, has no 
occupation in the hospital; his father was b. NJ, his mother in IA (line 62). In 1940, Charles 
Wyer, 49 IA, single, resides in the Mount Pleasant State Hospital for the Insane in Center 
township, Henry IA, #13752, in an institution (line 8).  Not on Find A Grave as of 12 Jun 2023. 
According to his IA death certificate, his body was sent to the University of Iowa 
Department of Anatomy. 

• Joseph Francis WYER, Dec 1894 [1900 census] or 10 Dec 1895 [CA Death Index] or 5 Dec 
1895 [WWII draft] Long Grove, Scott IA – 1 [or 4 in obityar] Mar 1965 Los Angeles CA, CA 
Death Index lists surname as Wyer & mother’s maiden name as Ennis. Married 3 Oct 1917 
in Clinton Co. IA to Margaret A. Dekeyser (1897 IL – 1987 CA). In 1940 they lived in Hillsboro, 
Traill ND & in 1950 in Inglewood, Los Angeles CA. According to his obituary, buried in Holy 
Cross Cemetery, but there are several of this name in CA & he is not on Find A Grave as of 
12 Jun 2023. Possibly the one in Pomona, Los Angeles CA. 

• Mary J. Weir Simmons, 15 May 1901 Winfield, Scott IA- 10 Sep 1984 Clinton, Clinton IA.  
Resident of Chicago IL in Nov 1934 when her brother Thomas died. – Married Stanley J. 
Simmons on 4 Jan 1947 in Cook Co. IL; he survived her. Buried in Springdale Cemetery, 
Clinton, Clinton IA. F: 6437540 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Numerous stories in MT newspapers about his death.   
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Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Winfield, Scott IA 
James WYER, 47 NJ, Apr 1853, parents b. Ireland, married 17 years, farmer 
Lizzie, 39 IA, Mar 1861, father b. Canada (English, mother b. Ireland, gave birth to 6 
children, 6 are living 
James, 16 IA, Sep 1883, student 
John, 15 IA, Mar 1885, student 
Margaret, 13 IA, Feb 1887, student 
Charlie,10 IA, Feb 1890, student 
Thomas, 7 IA Jul 1892 
Joseph, 5 IA Dec 1894 
 
1910 Winfield, Scott IA – conducted 24 Apr 1910 – in early May 1910, son Charles is 
institutionalized for the rest of his life in the Mount Pleasant IA State Hospital for the Insane 
James WYER, 65 NJ, parents b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, married 27 years, farmer, general 
farm 
Lizzie, 47 IA, father b. Canada (English), mother b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 8 
(7?) children, 7 are living 
James Jr., 25 IA, farm laborer, home farm 
John, 23 IA 
Charlie, 19 IA 
Thomas, 17 IA 
Joe, 15 IA 
Mary, 9 IA 
 
1915 IA state census – Winfield, Scott IA 
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James WYER, age 62 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2904171:1084 
 
 

 
Margaret 52 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2904171:1084 
 
 
 

 
Charlie, age 23 https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2904171:1084 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2904171:1084
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2904171:1084
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Joseph, age 19 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2904171:1084 
 

 
Mary J., age 13 –  
 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2904171:1084 
 
 
1920 cannot locate Thomas 
 
1920 Davenport, Scott IA – parents & 2 siblings 
James WEIER, 69 NJ, parents b. Scotland, retired farmer 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2904171:1084
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2904171:1084
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Lizzie, 59 IA, father b. Canada (English), mother b. Ireland 
John, 33 IA, single, lawyer, assistant county attorney 
Mary, 18 IA, single, student, college 
 
1930 Precinct 61, Silver Bow Co. MT 
Thomas Weir, 36 IA, parents b. IA, age 30 at 1st marriage, electrician, railroad, not a veteran 
Irma, 28 NE, father b. IL, mother b. IA, at 22 at 1st marriage 
James, 4 years 3 months MT 
Richard, 2 years, 5 months MT 
 
1940 Whitehall, Jefferson MT – his sons – in 1935 the Larson lived in rural Silver Bow Co. 
MT, the two Weir sons lived in rural M--- Mt. 
Earl H. Larson, 38 WI, gas shovel operator, silver mine 
Erma T. Larson 38 NE [wife] 
Ila C. Larson, 4 MT [daughter] 
Nona F. Larson, 2 MT [daughter] 
James W. Weir, 14 MT [stepson] 
Thomas R. Weir, 12 MT [stepson] 
 
 
 


