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TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Weeks, Bert Oliver 

1895 CA – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 

 
 

 
Bert Oliver Weeks - “Tampa (FL) Tribune” 24 Feb 1918 p 2 
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Bert Oliver Weeks – “San Francisco Chronicle” 14 Feb 1918 p 2 

 
“Fresno (CA) Morning-Republican” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 3 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/607042464/ 
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/607042464/
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“Modesto (CA) Morning Herald” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 -

https://www.newspapers.com/image/606909381/ 
 



4 
 

 
Find A Grave 57319026 

 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MC-V9CN-
N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWND-MCPZ 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MC-V9CN-N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWND-MCPZ
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MC-V9CN-N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWND-MCPZ
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9J7-

H?mode=g&cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-X78Q 
 
 
 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSRH-WSJ2-
B?cc=3029259&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3ACRY9-CN3Z 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/198:1701?tid=&pid=&queryId=d3abc8bb1b1803f3e68b807a95887d95&_phsrc=hFB6
6691&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

Life: 
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2nd grader in the Modesto schools – “Modesto (CA) Bee” Wednesday 25 Jun 1902 p 3 

 

 
Advances to 7th grade – “Modesto (CA) Bee” Friday 19 Jun 1908 p 2 

 

 
“Modesto (CA) Bee” Wednesday 17 Aug 1910 p 8 
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“Modesto (CA) Morning-Herald” Wednesday 22 Feb 1911 p 2 
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“Modesto (CA) Morning Herald” Sunday 3 Nov 1912 p 10 
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Long before the day of cell phone/digital photograph – This photo was taken of banquet attendees 
and presented to them before they left the dinner – The caption explains: “Hotel Modesto Banquet 

– This  photo was taken by K.F. Sanger of the Modesto Art Studio shortly after eight o’clock, after the 
guests had become seated, and after development [add the step of photo developing from fil ] was 
rushed to Stockton on a motorcycle ridden by Bert Weeks. The photo was delivered to the Stockton 

Photo Engraving Company, who finished the cut in thirty minutes, and it was rushed back to 
Modesto in record time by Mr. Weeks and the News Extra was soon in the hands of the guests.” – 
Bert’s parents Mr. & Mrs .C.R. Weeks are reported in the guest list. “Modesto (CA) Bee” Thursday 

18 Jun 1914 p 5 
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“Modesto (CA) Bee” Thursday 18 Jun 1914 p 1 

 

 
“Modesto (CA) Bee” Saturday 5 Sep 1914 p 6 
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“Modesto (CA) Bee” Saturday 29 May 1915 p 8 

 

 
“Modesto (CA) Morning Herald” Sunday 18 Mar 1917 p 9 
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“Modesto (CA) Bee” Monday 4 Jun 1917 p 3 

 

 
 

Sister Mabel marries Everett Turner – “Modesto (CA) Bee” Monday 25 Jun 1917 p 3 
 

 
“Modesto (CA) Bee” Friday 20 Jul 1917 p 2 
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“Berkeley (CA) Daily Gazette” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 6 – Find A Grave 57319026 

 

 
“Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 4 
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“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 



16 
 



17 
 

 
[list continues] 

“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Modesto (CA) Morning Herald” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Modesto (CA) Morning Herald” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 
 



20 
 

 

 
“Modesto (CA) Bee” Tuesday 19 Feb 1918 p 5 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/689340306/ 
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"Modesto (CA) Evening News" Tuesday 19 Feb 1918 p 10  
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"Napa [CA] Journal" Tuesday 19 Feb 1918 p 5  
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“Modesto (CA) Morning Herald” Wednesday 20 Feb 1918 p 8 

 

 
“Modesto (CA) Morning Herald” Friday 22 Feb 1918 p 5 
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“Modesto (CA) Bee” Tuesday 26 Feb 1918 p 8 
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“Modesto (CA) Bee” Wednesday 27 Feb 1918 p 7 
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"San Francisco Examiner" Saturday 1 Jun 1918 p 5  
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“Modesto (CA) Bee” Wednesday 20 Oct 1920 p 2 
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“Modesto (CA) Morning Herald” Thursday 21 Oct 1920 p 8 

 
 

"Oakland [CA] Tribune" 22 Oct 1920 p 22 - body among 15 returned to CA in the 8th shipment, Sgt. 
P.C. [sic] Weeks, 100th Aero Squadron, Destination: Clarence H. Weeks, 1723 Almond Street, 

Modesto CA 
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“Modesto (CA) Morning Herald” Friday 22 Oct 1920 p 3 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/606921015/ 
 

 
“Modesto (CA) Bee” Friday 22 Oct 1920 p 4 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/606921015/
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“Modesto (CA) Morning Herald” Saturday 23 Oct 1920 p 8 
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“Modesto (CA) Bee” Saturday 23 Oct 1920 p 6 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2875:2245?tid=&pid=&queryId=d3abc8bb1b1803f3e68b807a95887d95&_phsrc=hFB
66690&_phstart=successSource – on Newspapers.com at 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/689346639/, but faint and top of headline cut off 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2875:2245?tid=&pid=&queryId=d3abc8bb1b1803f3e68b807a95887d95&_phsrc=hFB66690&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2875:2245?tid=&pid=&queryId=d3abc8bb1b1803f3e68b807a95887d95&_phsrc=hFB66690&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2875:2245?tid=&pid=&queryId=d3abc8bb1b1803f3e68b807a95887d95&_phsrc=hFB66690&_phstart=successSource
https://www.newspapers.com/image/689346639/
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“Fresno (CA) Republican” Saturday 23 Oct 1920 p 21 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/707810248/ 
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“Modesto (CA) Morning-Herald” Sunday 24 Oct 1920 p 20 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Father: 
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Obituary of father Clarence Robin Weeks – “Modesto (CA) Bee” Saturday 1 Dec 1923 p 12 

 
Mother: 
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Obituary of mother Esther S. Mather Weeks – “Modesto (CA) Bee” Thursday 19 Aug 1971 p 25 
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Mother Esther Mather Weeks – “Modesto (CA) Bee” Sunday 13 May 1962 p 9 

 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of sister Mabel E. Weeks Turner (1897-1985) – “Modesto (CA) Bee” Thursday 28 Nov 1985 

p 18 
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Wedding of brother Leonard Mather Weeks (1898-1985) to Carmelita Heffernan 27 Jun 1923 – “San 

Francisco Examiner” Wednesday 4 Jul 1923 p 6 
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Obituary of Leonard Mather Weeks – “Modesto (CA) Bee” Friday 29 Mar 1985 p 25 
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Obituary of sister Esther Sterling Weeks Kearney (1903-1956) – “Sacramento (CA) Bee” Wednesday 

23 May 1956 p 3 
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WWII draft registration of brother Robert Mather Weeks (1917-1998) -
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/18502631:2238?tid=51044940&pid=1360508 
0435&queryId=558e4fed50e2e05b920c6760a56b5aef&_phsrc=hFB66687&_phstart=successSourc
e 
 



43 
 



44 
 

 
“Palm Springs (CA) Desert Sun” Wedneday 29 Apr 1998 p 10 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/245361385/?focus=0.5024936%2C0.555939%2C0.6597785
4%2C0.77653813&xid=3355 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/245361385/?focus=0.5024936%2C0.555939%2C0.65977854%2C0.77653813&xid=3355
https://www.newspapers.com/image/245361385/?focus=0.5024936%2C0.555939%2C0.65977854%2C0.77653813&xid=3355
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Robert Mather Weeks - “Modesto (CA) Bee” Friday 28 Feb 1941 p 4 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Bert Oliver Weeks 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 100th Aero Squadron, Signal Corps - sergeant 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Bert died without a number 
Entered service from:  Modesto, Stanislaus CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Bert O. Weeks 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Clarence R. Weeks, 1016 - 10th St., Modesto CA 
First buried on isle of Islay, Scotland: in Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 44, as B.O. Weeks 
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 29 Sep 1920  
Body listed on return ship as: P.C. Weeks 
Rank & unit on return ship: sergeant, 100th Aero Squadron 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Bert O. Weeks - b. 9 Aug 1895 Calistoga CA; res: 1016 
– 10th, Modesto, Stanislaus CA. Single. Shipping clerk for Edwin F. Anerry (spelling?), 200 Van Ness 
Ave., San Francisco CA. Claimed exemption from draft: “Previous enlistment Quartermaster 
Enlisted Reserve Corps US Army as sergeant” Tall & slender.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlistment date not listed 
Born: 9 Aug 1895 
Died: 6 Feb 1918 
Address:  Modesto CA 
Rank/unit:   private, 100th Aero Squadron  
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  9 Aug 1895 Calistoga, Napa CA (Findagrave text: 1897) (tombstone: 23 years, i.e. 1894) 
(1900 census: Aug 1895)  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania [tombstone: 6 Feb 1918]   
Find A Grave record: 57319026 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Modesto, Stanislaus CA 
Cemetery:  Modesto Pioneer 
Tombstone: tombstone: Sarg. 100 Aero Squad Lost on Tuscania Feb. 6, 1918 Aged 23 years  
 
Father: Clarence Robin Weeks, 2 May 1870 Sonoma, Sonoma CA – 30 Nov 1923 Modesto, 
Stanislaus CA. Son of Solomon Suriah Weeks & Amanda (or Amarantha) Cordain Robbins. CA 
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death record lists him as a locksmith. Buried in Modesto Pioneer Cemetery, Modesto, Stanislaus 
CA. 
Find A Grave:  57319027 
 
Mother: Esther Sterling Mather Weeks, 10 Nov 1875 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 19 
Aug 1971 Modesto, Stanislaus CA.  
Daughter of Robert Mather & Amanda C. Story. Her mother came to CA around the Horn of 
South America.  
Esther’s grandfather was Capt. John Cotton Mather (1782-1880, F: 58111165) who had 
served in the War of 1812 & then as a privateer. Her grandfather John was the great-
grandson of minister Cotton Mather (1663 MA – 1728 MA), one of the major intellectual & 
public figures of colonial New England. Cotton’s father was minister Increase Mather, at 
one time the president of Harvard University.  
Her birthdate is listed as 10 Nov 1875 in her obituary & her Social Security record, but as 19 
Nov 1875 in the CA Death Index. Buried in Lakewood Memorial Park, Hughson, Stanislaus 
CA. 
Find A Grave:  103908325 
Parents’ marriage:  1894 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Mabel E. Weeks Turner, 31 Jan 1897 CA – 26 Nov 1985 Sacramento Co. CA. SSN 557-30-
1757. Wife of Everett Wayne Turner (1895-1968, F: 103908323). Buried in Lakewood 
Memorial Park, Hughson, Stanislaus CA. F: 103908324 

• Leonard Mather Weeks, 23 Aug 1898 Santa Rosa CA – 27 Mar 1985 Pacific Grove, Monterey 
Co. CA, SSN 565-48-5197. Served in the US Navy in WWI. Married Carmelita Heffernan 
(1897-1986, F: 134753658), daughter of John I. Heffernan, on 27 Jun 1923 in Stockton, San 
Joaquin CA.  F: 134753673? 

• Esther Sterling Weeks Kearney, 19 Sep 1903 Modesto, Stanislaus CA – 23 May 1956 
Sacramento, Sacramento CA. Wife of Rex Thomas Kearney Sr. (1900-1969, F: 191746371). 
Rex retired as president & general manager of the Tidewater Southern Railroad & the 
Sacramento Northern Railroad. Esther is buried in Saint Mary’s Catholic Cemetery & 
Mausoleum, Sacramento, Sacramento CA. F: 191746404 

• Robert Mather Weeks, 12 Dec 1917 Modesto, Stanislaus CA – 23 Apr 1998 CA. Was born 1 
month before his brother Bert died on Tuscania. Married Marilyn Davis (1933-2013, F: 
245512067) on 30 Sep 1973 in NV. Real estate broker. Buried in Lakewood Memorial Park, 
Hughson, Stanislaus CA. F: 245512066 

 
Notes:  
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Pre-war: 
 
1916 San Francisco CA city directory 
Bert Weeks – student, resident of 2432 Howard 
 
1917 Modesto CA city directory 
Weeks 
Bert O., resident of 1725 Almond 
Clarence R., bicycles 1016 – 10th st, resident of 1725 Almond 
Leonard, resident of 1725 Almond 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Modesto, Stanislaus CA – indexed as WEEKE 
Clarence R. WEEKE, 30 CA, May 1870, parents b. ME, married 6 years, gun smith 
Esther S., 24 CA, Nov 1875, parents b. NY, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Bert O., 4 CA, Aug 1895 
Mabel E., 3 CA, Jan 1897 
Leonard M., 1 CA, Aug 1898 
 
1910 Modesto, Stanislaus CA 
Clarence R. Weeks, 39 CA, parents b. ME, in 1st marriage, married 16 years, machinist, bicycle shop 
Esther S., 33 CA, parents b. NY, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Bert O., 14 CA 
Mabel E., 13 CA 
Leonard M., 11 CA 
Esther S., 6 CA 
 
1920 Modesto, Stanislaus CA – Almond St. – Bert has died on Tuscania 
C.R. Weeks, 49 CA, parents b. ME, machinist, bicycle shop 
Esther, 43 CA, parents b. NY 
Mabel, 22 CA, bookkeeper, Grange Co. 
Leonard, 21 CA, salesman, automobiles 
Esther, 16 CA 
Robert, 2 CA 
 
 


