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TUSCANIA 
 

Wade, Benjamin Franklin (Sr.) 
1866 OH – 1953  

 
 

 
Benjamin Franklin Wade – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 
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Maryland Military Men - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/67875:4545?tid=&pid=&queryId=58ec7bcc670e6660fd860ee71bea2f03&_p
hsrc=hFB65595&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1871435:2590 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/67875:4545?tid=&pid=&queryId=58ec7bcc670e6660fd860ee71bea2f03&_phsrc=hFB65595&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/67875:4545?tid=&pid=&queryId=58ec7bcc670e6660fd860ee71bea2f03&_phsrc=hFB65595&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/67875:4545?tid=&pid=&queryId=58ec7bcc670e6660fd860ee71bea2f03&_phsrc=hFB65595&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1871435:2590
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Listing his 3 Revolutionary War ancestors - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/105238:2204 
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Claim stated by 1st Lt. Arnold Joerns about the testimony of Otis K. Sadtler that “Major 

Benjamin Wade, Engineers, Reserve Corps, in command of the troops on this transport, 
desertd his command and his troops by departing on the first life boat that was launched.” 
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This family plaque was provided by Steven Schwartz of Renton WA – Major Wade was not 

the last soldier off the ship 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1871435:2590?tid=64630873&pid=77015823586&queryId=29da41ae952323
ce4a520e7a9737d860&_phsrc=hFB65563&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MC-J9L9-

C?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7JQ-J13Z 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1871435:2590?tid=64630873&pid=77015823586&queryId=29da41ae952323ce4a520e7a9737d860&_phsrc=hFB65563&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1871435:2590?tid=64630873&pid=77015823586&queryId=29da41ae952323ce4a520e7a9737d860&_phsrc=hFB65563&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1871435:2590?tid=64630873&pid=77015823586&queryId=29da41ae952323ce4a520e7a9737d860&_phsrc=hFB65563&_phstart=successSource
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“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Wednesday 14 Jan 1953 p 18 
 
 
 

Life: 
 

 
"Detroit Free Press" Friday 9 Jan 1891 p 5 
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"Washington (DC) Times" Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 - photo - in charge of camp HQ at 
American U, 50 years old, commander of 20th Engineers, since Sep 1917 at Camp 

American University - https://www.newspapers.com/image/83766672/ 
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"Washington Herald" Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 
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"Philadelphia Inquirer" Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1  
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"Washington (DC) Times" Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 – not the last soldier to leave Tuscania 
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“Wisconsin Tobacco Reporter” (Edgerton WI) Friday 22 Feb 1918 p 3 
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Not the last to leave Tuscania – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 24 Feb 

1918 p 37 
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"Washington (DC) Post" Sunday 31 Mar 1918 p 3 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/29001133/ 

 

 
“Washington (DC) Evening Star" Sunday 5 Jan 1919 p 39 
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 "Ludington (MI) Daily News” Sunday 5 Jul 1931 p 1  

 

 
"Ludington (MI) Daily News" Friday 10 Jul 1953 p 2 - reprinted from 26 Jul 1900 issue  

 

 
Excerpt: 
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"Ludington (MI) Daily News" Thursday 6 Sep 1957 p 8  
 

Wife:  
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Marriage on 18 Dec 1890 at Fort Sill, Oklahoma Territory – “Los Angeles (CA) Evening 

Express” Friday 12 Dec 1890 p 4 
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Wedding – “Kansas City (MO) Times” Saturday 27 Dec 1890 p 3 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/650581578/ 
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Obituary of Helen Thomas Wade – “Ludington (MI) Daily News” Wednesday 19 Jan 1949 p 3 

 
Children: 
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Obituary of son Benjamin Franklin Wade III/Jr. – “Washington (DC) Evening Star” Thursday 
21 Aug 1958 p 30 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/869785127/ 

 

 
MI birth record of daughter Helen Wade, 18 Oct 1898 - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DC73-
S3C?personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3ANQXG-KVL 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/64825460:3693?ssrc=pt&tid=24129506&pid=26676880011 
 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DC73-S3C?personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3ANQXG-KVL
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-DC73-S3C?personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3ANQXG-KVL
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/64825460:3693?ssrc=pt&tid=24129506&pid=26676880011
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/64825460:3693?ssrc=pt&tid=24129506&pid=26676880011
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1358317:5763 
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Father James Franklin Wade - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/64630873/person/77015823583/media/3be44553-c37e-476c-a6e8-

1b0472157ae9 
 

Mother: 
 



40 
 

 
 

obituary of mother Clara Lyon Wade - "Zanesville (OH) Times Recorder" Tuesday 9 Apr 
1929 p 2  
 

Paternal grandfather: 
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U.S. Senator Benjamin Franklin Wade – who missed becoming the President of the US by 
one impeachment vote – Find A Grave 4979 

 
Siblings: 

 
Brother John Parsons Wade -  https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/64630873/person/77015823591/media/2765e8ef-8fe1-4e26-858b-
d138312fff31 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name:  Benjamin Franklin Wade (Sr.) 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. HQ - major 
Serial number:  US Army officers were not assigned serial numbers in WWI 
Entered service from:  Laurel, Prince George’s Co. MD 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Benjamin F. Wade 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Mrs. Benjamin F. Wade, 827 "S" St. [handwritten: NW], 
Washington DC 
Returned from war on: "Zeelandia" Dec 1918 
Sailed on return ship as: Benjamin F. Wade 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: wife Mrs. B.F. Wade, Laurel MD (major, Engineers) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939):  
World War II draft registration (1942):   
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  6 Oct 1917 
Discharged:  20 Jan 1919 
Address:  Laurel MD 
Rank/unit:  major, Corps of Engineers   
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  30 Nov 1866 Conneaut, Ashtabula OH  
Died: 10 Jan 1953 location? [resident of MD, may have died in VA] 
Find A Grave record: 43409521 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
Burial location:  Arlington, Arlington VA 
Cemetery:  Arlington 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Ohio Major 20 Engineers WWI  
 
Father: James Franklin Wade, 14 Apr 1843 Jefferson, Ashtabula OH – 23 Aug 1921 
Jefferson, Ashtabula OH. Son of U.S. Senator & president pro tempore of the US Senate, 
Benjamin Franklin (“Bluff”) Wade (F: 4979) & Caroline Marie Rosecrans (F: 61219238). 
Major-general in the US Army, Civil War.  Buried in Oakdale Cemetery, Jefferson, Ashtabula 
OH. 
Find A Grave:  61220696 
 
Mother: Clara (Clarissa) Lyon Wade, 26 Oct 1843 Conneaut, Ashtabula OH – 1929 
Ashtabula Co. OH. Daughter of Robert Bond Lyon & Clarissa Kellogg. Her genealogy chart 
is on her Find A Grave record. Buried in Oakdale Cemetery, Jefferson, Ashtabula OH. 
Find A Grave:  61220523 
Parents’ marriage:  27 Feb 1866 
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Spouse: Helen Naomi Thomas Wade, 19 Apr 1870 NE - 31 Dec 1948 VA. Daughter of 
Brigadier General Earl Dennison Thomas (West Point graduate) & Clara Medora Church. 
Buried in Oakdale Cemetery, Jefferson, Ashtabula OH. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  43409828 
Marriage: 1891. 
 
Children: 

• Benjamin Franklin Wade III (or Jr.), 13 Jan 1892 Reno, Canadian Co. OK - 14 Aug 
1958 [resident of MD]. Served as a 1st lieutenant in the US Army, WWI. Buried in 
Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington, Arlington VA. F: 116690149 

• Helen E. Wade Henderson, 18 Oct 1898 Ludington, Mason MI – 11 Jul 1984 Oberlin, 
Lorain OH.  – Married Robert Price Henderson Sr. (1925 CT – 1999 MD). - In the 1930 
census for Lockport, Niagara NY, Helen Henderson (31 MI) lived with husband 
Robert Henderson (29) & son Robert P. Henderson (5).  Her son Robert Price 
Henderson Jr. graduated from Yale University & served 3 years in the US Navy. 
Buried in Westwood Cemetery, Oberlin, Lorain OH. F: 47343616 

 
Siblings:  

• Robert Wade, b. & d. 1869 
• John Parsons (“Jack”) Wade Sr., 14 Jun 1872 Conneaut, Ashtabula OH – 3 Nov 1942 

Washington DC. Graduate of West Point Military Academy, 1896. Fought in the 
Spanish-American War, in Cuba. Colonel in US Army in Washington DC in Apr 1929 
when his mother Clara died. – Married 16 Dec 1896 to Maud Saxton Tracy (1872-
1938, F: 124574301). Buried in U.S. Military Academy Post Cemetery, West Point, 
Orange NY. F: 128707807 

• Clara Lyon Wade Jenkins Crosby, 11 Sep 1873 Ringgold, Montague TX – Jan 1954 
Ashtabula, Ashtabula OH. Married 23 Jun 1891 in Canadian Co. OK [then Indian 
Territory] to Major General John Murray Jenkins (1863-1958, F: 24169992). They had 
4 children between 1892 & 1901. – Married 15 Nov 1911 to Captain Charles C. 
Crosby, MD (1877-1962, F: 62767297). Buried in Oakdale Cemetery, Jefferson, 
Ashtabula OH. F: 62767405. 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Commander of the troops aboard Tuscania, although he was a lumberman, not a career 
Army soldier. 
 
His son also served in WWI. 
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Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1870 Fort Stockton, Presidio TX 
Jas. F. Wade, 27 OH, C.O., US Army [presumably commanding officer] 
Clara L., 26 OH, at home 
Benj. F., 3 OH, at home 
 
1880 Carondelet, St. Louis MO 
James F. Wade, 37 OH, father b. MA, mother b. NY, officer, US Army 
Clara, 36 OH, father b. NY, mother b. MA, keeping house 
Benjamin, 13 OH, attending school 
John P., 7 OH, attending school 
Clara, 6 TX, attending school 
 
1900 Ludington, Mason MI  
Benjamin F. Wade, 33 OH, Nov 1866, parents b. OH, in 1st marriage, married 9 years, 
lumberman 
Helen T., 30 NE, Apr 1870, father b. IL, mother b. OH, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 2 
children, 2 are living 
Benjamin F., 8 OK, Jan 1892, at school 
Helen L., 1 MI, Oct 1898 
& 2 servants, doing housework: 
Margaret Nelson, 27 MI, Nov 1870, widow, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
Anna Nelson, 18 MI, May 1882, single 
 
1910 Ludington, Mason MI 
Ben F. Wade, 43 OH, parents b. OH, in 1st marriage, married 19 years, lumberman, office 
Helen, 39 NE, father b. IL, mother b. OH, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Ben F. Jr., 18 OK 
Helen, 11 MI  
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1920 Laurel, Prince George’s MD 
Benj. Wade, 53 OH, parents b. OH, lumberman, general dealer 
Helen, 49 NE, father b. IL, mother b. OH 
Benj. Jr. 3rd, 27 OK, architect, general service 
Helen, 21 MI 
& son-in-law [actually father-in-law] Earl Thomas, 73 IL, father b. VT, mother b. NY, US 
Army, general 
& mother-in-law Clara Thomas, 72 OH, parents b. NY 
& nurse for private family Eva Robinson, 49 VA, parents b. VA 
 
1930 Riverdale, Prince Georges MD – College Heights 
Benjamin F. Wade, 63 OH, parents b. OH, age 25 at 1st marriage, occupation not 
decipherable: --- expert bet. --- Cont. office, WWI veteran 
Helen T., 59 NE, father b. IL, mother b. OH, age 20 at 1st marriage, house wife 
Benjamin F. Jr., 36 OK, accountant 
 
1940 Prince George’s Co. MD – Pine St. – same house in 1935 for the Wades – Helen 
Henderson & son in Henderson, Lockport CT in 1935 
Benj. F. Wade Sr., 73 OH 
Helen T. Wade, 69 NE [wife] 
Benj. F. Wade Jr., 48 OK, single, manager, restaurant [son] 
Helen W. Henderson, 42 MI, divorced, clerk, personal, US Treasury Department [daughter] 
Robert P. Henderson, 15 CT [grandson] 
 
1950 University Park, Prince George’s Co. MD – 6809 Pixewary 
Benjamin F. Wade, 53 OH, widowed 
Benjamin F. Wade Jr., 58 OK, never married, accountant, Red Cross [son] 
Helen W. Henderson, 51 MI, divorced, manager of offices, loan company 
 


