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TUSCANIA 
 

Watters, Lawrence Brink 
1895 MT – 1961 MT 

 

  
“Billings (MT) Gazette” Saturday 26 Oct 1940 p 3 
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MT WWI military record fails to show overseas service - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/42012:62068 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/42012:62068
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/442280:2375 
 

 
         

Obituary of Lawrence Brink Watters - "The Missoulian" (Missoula MT) – Tuesday 19 Sep 
1961 p 9 
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Obituary of Lawrence Brink Watters - "The Missoulian" (Missoula MT) – Wednesday 20 Sep 

1961 p 10  
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MT death record – Lawrence Brink Watters - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/941449:5437?tid=&pid=&queryId=534f9e26da7110cfb458c7df4ec8dfce&_p
hsrc=hFB66238&_phstart=successSource 

 
Life: 

 
 

 
Victor MT news – Lawrence turns 6 - “The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Wednesday 17 Apr 

1901 p 3 
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“Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Friday 17 Apr 1903 p 1 

 
 
 

 
“Stevensville (MT) Western News” Wednesday 30 Dec 1908 p 1 

 

 
Lawrence & Everett Babbitt will both survive Tuscania – “Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) 

Friday 12 Sep 1913 p 5 
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“Daily Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Sunday 28 Dec 1913 p 4 
 

 
“Daily Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Thursday 3 Sep 1914 p 6 

 
 
 

 
Survivor – “Missoula (MT) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 3 
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"Ravalli Republican" (Hamilton MT) Friday 15 Mar 1918 p 4  

 

 
“Ravalli Republican” (Hamilton MT) Friday 15 Mar 1918 p 5 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/443107703/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/443107703/
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“Ravalli Republican” (Hamilton MT) Friday 22 Mar 1918 p 1 
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“Ravalli Republican” (Hamilton MT) Friday 26 Apr 1918 p 5 

 

 
“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Friday 30 May 1919 p 3 
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“Ravalli Republican” (Hamilton MT) Friday 29 Oct 1920 p 1 

 
 
 
 

 
"Ravalli Republic" Friday 20 Jun 1919 p 6  
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“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Friday 7 Feb 1930 p 7 

 
 

 
“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Thursday 9 Sep 1937 p 30 
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“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Sunday 9 Jul 1939 p 12 
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“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Monday 25 Sep 1939 p 2 
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“Montana Standard” (Butte MT) Tuesday 23 Jul 1940 p 2 
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“Billings (MT) Gazette” Friday 10 Jan 1941 p 3 
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“Spokane (WA) Chronicle” Friday 7 Feb 1941 p 11 

 
 
 

Ravalli paper regularly ran stories on Tuscania survivors over the years 
 

Wife: 
 

 
 Obituary of Lois May Veeder Watters - "Ravalli (MT) Republic" Thursday 25 Aug 1983 
p 5  
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Obituary of Lois May Veeder Watters – “The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Thursday 25 Aug 

1983 p 11 
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Marriage - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/231907:61578?tid=&pid=&queryId=534f9e26da7110cfb458c7df4ec8dfce&_
phsrc=hFB66237&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/231907:61578?tid=&pid=&queryId=534f9e26da7110cfb458c7df4ec8dfce&_phsrc=hFB66237&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/231907:61578?tid=&pid=&queryId=534f9e26da7110cfb458c7df4ec8dfce&_phsrc=hFB66237&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/231907:61578?tid=&pid=&queryId=534f9e26da7110cfb458c7df4ec8dfce&_phsrc=hFB66237&_phstart=successSource
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Wedding – “Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Friday 1 May 1925 p 8 
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Wedding – “Butte (MT) Miner” Wednesday 29 Apr 1925 p 3 

 

  
Death of father-in-law – “The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Thursday 7 Jun 1945 p 2 
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“Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Friday 6 Aug 1948 p 1 

 

 
“The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Friday 6 Aug 1948 p 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Children: 

 

 
Son George Henry Watters (1926-2020) – Find A Grave 213131778 
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MT birth of son George Henry Watters - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/150103012:61255 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/150103012:61255
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/150103012:61255
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MT birth record of daughter Shirley Mae Watters - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/103211:61255  
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/103211:61255
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/103211:61255
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Marriage of Shirley Mae Watters to Charles Edgar Dean - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/90217816:61578?tid=&pid=&queryId=b442e03e932bb698f370d96794e3eae

a&_phsrc=hFB66256&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90217816:61578?tid=&pid=&queryId=b442e03e932bb698f370d96794e3eaea&_phsrc=hFB66256&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90217816:61578?tid=&pid=&queryId=b442e03e932bb698f370d96794e3eaea&_phsrc=hFB66256&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90217816:61578?tid=&pid=&queryId=b442e03e932bb698f370d96794e3eaea&_phsrc=hFB66256&_phstart=successSource
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Wedding of Shirley Mae Watters & Charles Edgar Dean – “Ravallia Republic” (Hamilton MT) 

Friday 20 Sep 1946 p 1 
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MT death record of Charles Edgar Dean (1923-2018) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/526472842:5437 

 
 
 
 

 
Son John W. (“Jack”) Watters (1928-2012) – Find A Grave 83931455 
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Obituary of John William Watters - https://stevensonfuneralhomes.com/obituaries/john-

watters/ 
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Marriage of daughter Joan Carolyn/Caroline Watters (1929-2017) -  to Leslie Ray Smith – 

Victor, Ravalli MT 6 Dec 1947 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/135218035:61578?tid=&pid=&queryId=534f9e26da7110cfb458c7df4ec8dfc

e&_phsrc=hFB66242&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/135218035:61578?tid=&pid=&queryId=534f9e26da7110cfb458c7df4ec8dfce&_phsrc=hFB66242&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/135218035:61578?tid=&pid=&queryId=534f9e26da7110cfb458c7df4ec8dfce&_phsrc=hFB66242&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/135218035:61578?tid=&pid=&queryId=534f9e26da7110cfb458c7df4ec8dfce&_phsrc=hFB66242&_phstart=successSource


36 
 

 

 
MT death record of Joan Croline Watters Smith  
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MT death record of Joan’s husband, Leslie Ray Smith - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/46318766:5437?tid=&pid=&queryId=b11553bf2855d3192215d0d4c8c214ac

&_phsrc=hFB66252&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/46318766:5437?tid=&pid=&queryId=b11553bf2855d3192215d0d4c8c214ac&_phsrc=hFB66252&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/46318766:5437?tid=&pid=&queryId=b11553bf2855d3192215d0d4c8c214ac&_phsrc=hFB66252&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/46318766:5437?tid=&pid=&queryId=b11553bf2855d3192215d0d4c8c214ac&_phsrc=hFB66252&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of Leslie Ray Smith – “The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Tuesday 13 Feb 2001 p 13 
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Obituary of daughter Beverly Lou Watters Munson (1930-1979) – unsourced – Find A Grave 

124561741 
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MT birth record of Beverly Lou Watters - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/44970_b319753-
00190?pId=66172 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/44970_b319753-00190?pId=66172
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/44970_b319753-00190?pId=66172
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61478/images/47792_554304-

02925?pId=900045162 
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Bever; y Lou Watters Munson - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/89606303/person/48591278522/media/677c2b4f-53bc-4130-bcd9-
abe0c814adaa 

 
Father: 
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Obituary of father George Ishmael Watters – “The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Sunday 12 Jan 

1936 p 5 
 

Mother: 
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Estate of mother - “Ravalli Republican” (Hamilton MT) Thursday 4 Mar 1937 p 7 

 
 

Siblings: 
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Wedding on 4 Aug 1915 of sister Gladys Watters (1893-1989) to Charles Dallas Shirley – 

“Ravalli Republic” (Hamilton MT) Friday 6 Aug 1915 p 5 
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Marriage of sister Miriam Watters (1896-1973) to Richard Leonard Vandenburg – “The 
Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Friday 30 Oct 1925 p 5 – with Lawrence as best man 
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Obituary of Miriam Watters Vandenburg – “Ravalli Republic” IHamilton MT) Thursday 15 
Feb 1973 p 6 
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Obituary of Richard Vandenburg – “The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Thursday 28 Apr 1955 p 

9 
 
 

 
 

 
Brother Charles Dwight Watters (1900-1991) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/89606303/person/48591278530/facts 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/89606303/person/48591278530/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/89606303/person/48591278530/facts
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MT WWI military record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/42011:62068?tid=89606303&pid=48591278530&queryId=b4364a8184fa77f9
aca71082e3259b7d&_phsrc=hFB66226&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/42011:62068?tid=89606303&pid=48591278530&queryId=b4364a8184fa77f9aca71082e3259b7d&_phsrc=hFB66226&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/42011:62068?tid=89606303&pid=48591278530&queryId=b4364a8184fa77f9aca71082e3259b7d&_phsrc=hFB66226&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/42011:62068?tid=89606303&pid=48591278530&queryId=b4364a8184fa77f9aca71082e3259b7d&_phsrc=hFB66226&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/131444:62271 
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Sister Margaret Watters Gillette Olds (1910-1975) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/89606303/person/48591278527/facts 
 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/89606303/person/48591278527/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/89606303/person/48591278527/facts
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TX death record of Margaret Watters Gillette Olds - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062958-

03484?pId=221546 
 
 

 
Marriage of Margaret Watters & Ernest Gilbert Gillette – “The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) 

Sunday 16 Dec 1934 p 18 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062958-03484?pId=221546
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062958-03484?pId=221546
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Obituary of Margaret Watters Gillette Olds – “The Missoulian” (Missoula MT) Friday 19 Sep 

1975 p 5 
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MT death record of Margaret’s husband Ernest Gilbert Gillette - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61255/images/44970_b319677-
00123?pId=450039237 

 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name:  Lawrence Brink Watters 
Name variations:  Laurence  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  250,428 
Entered service from: Victor, Ravalli MT  
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Lawrence B. Watters 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father G.I. Watters, Victor MT 
Returned from war on: Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Lawrence B. Watters 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father George I. Waters,[sic] Victor MT (cpl, 16th Co., 
20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Lawrence Brink Watters - b. 13 Apr 1895 Victor MT; 
res: Victor, Ravalli MT. single. Farmer, G.I. Watters, 1 ½ miles west of Victor MT. Military 
experience: private, Infantry, 6 months, Montana National Guard C “A”. Medium height & 
build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Victor MT 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Lawrence Brink Watters - b. 13 Apr 1895 Victor 
MT; res: Victor, Ravalli MT. NOK Mrs. Lois M. Watters, same address. “operation scar – 
appendicitis” – Height: 5’6 ½” – 152 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  12 Dec 1917 - 
Discharged:  10 Jun 1919 
Address:  Victor MT 
Rank/unit:   corporal, 16th Co., 20th Engineers  
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  13 Apr 1895 Victor, Ravalli MT   
Died: 18 Sep 1961 Missoula, Missoula MT (while visiting his daughter Mrs. Leslie Smith) (Find 
A Grave states place of death as Silver Bow Co. MT) (family genealogy: death date of 16 Sep 
1961)  
Find A Grave record: 125629785 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  Victor, Ravalli MT 
Cemetery:  Victor 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Montana Cpl 20 Engineers WWI 
 
Father:  George Ishmael Watters, 2 Aug 1864 America City, Nemaha KS – 10 Jan 1936 
Missoula, Missoula MT. Son of Charles Daniel Watters & Ellen E. Lawrence. His mother 
Ellen was a relative of Commander James Lawrence, of the USS “Chesapeake,” who said 
as he lay dying, “Don’t give up the ship!” Buried in Victor Cemetery, Victor, Ravalli MT.  
Find A Grave:  30893846 
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Mother: Louise Ella Brink Watters, 21 Aug 1869 Red Wing, Goodhue MN – 27 Nov 1936 
Genesee, Latah ID. Daughter of Charles R. Brink (Brincks) & Lucinda S. Hill [also found as 
Anna Reineke]. Her father was a contractor/builder on the Union Depot of St. Paul, Ramsey 
MN. Buried in Victor Cemetery, Victor, Ravalli MT.  
Find A Grave:  30893859 
Parents’ marriage:  5 Jan 1891 Red Wing, Goodhue MN 
 
Spouse: Lois Mae/May Veeder Watters, 31 Dec 1930 Tobias, Saline NE -23 Aug 1983 Victor, 
Ravalli MT. Daughter of James H. Veeder & May M. Moore. Buried in Victor Cemetery, 
Victor, Ravalli MT. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  125629791 
Marriage: 25 Apr 1925 Victor, Ravalli MT 
 
Children: survived by 5 children 

• George Henry Watters, 17 May 1926 Victor, Ravalli MT – 14 Jul 2020 Trivoli, Peoria IL.  
Resident of IL when his father died in 1961. Married Phyllis J. Kelley (1929-2009, F: 
34694722) on 11 Jan 1952. Buried in Saint John’s Lutheran Cemetery, Bartonville, 
Peoria IL. F: 213131778 

• Shirley Mae Watters Dean, 11 Aug 1927 Victor, Ravalli MT - . Married Charles Edgar 
Dean (30 Aug 1923 Melrose MT – 19 Nov 2018 Missoula, Missoula MT, cremated, 
burial details unknown, F: 220038156) on 15 Sep 1946 in Victor, Ravalli MT. Charles 
was the son of John Christian Dean & Katherine Francis Wold. Shirley was alive as of  
Jul 2020. 

• John Willliam (Jack) Watters, 27 Sep 1928 Victor, Ravalli MT – 20 Jan 2012 Forsyth, 
Rosebud MT. - Married Myrtle J. Mattson (1926-1978, F: 125629796) on 1 May 1949. 
– Married Sandra Flint in May 1981; she preceded him in death. – Buried in Victor 
Cemetery, Victor, Ravalli MT. F: 83931455 

• Joan Carolyn/Caroline (“Jo”) Watters Smith, 17 Aug 1929 MT – 18 Jan 2017 Missoula, 
Missoula MT. Wife of Leslie Ray Smith (6 May 1930 Opheim MT – 12 Feb 2001 
Missoula Co. MT), the son of Jack Lester Smith & Blanche Samuelson. Leslie’s body 
was cremated. -  Her father died at her house in Missoula, Missoula MT.  

• Beverly Lou Watters Munson, 18 Sep 1930 Victor, Ravalli MT - 4 Jan 1979 Missoula, 
Missoula MT. Married Gayle Elton Munson (1925-2018, F: 213136081) on 11 Oct 
1949 at Victor, Ravalli MT. Buried in Victor Cemetery, Victor, Ravalli MT. F: 
124561741 

 
Siblings: survived by 3 sisters & 1 brother 

• Gladys Watters Shirley, 3 Sep 1893 Ravalli Co. MT – 17 Apr 1989 Harris Co. TX. 
Married in Ravalli Co. MT on 4 Aug 1915 to Charles Dallas Shirley (1886-1947, F: 
185726989). Buried in Forest Park Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. F: 231092431 

• Miriam W. Watters Vandenburg, 10 Jul 1896 Victor, Ravalli MT – 11 Feb 1973 
Moscow, Latah ID. Married 28 Oct 1925 to Richard Leonard Vandenburg (1892-
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1955, F: 25387524). Buried in Genesee City Cemetery, Genesee, Latah ID. F: 
25387459 

• Charles Dwight Watters, 25 Jul 1900 Victor, Ravalli MT – 13 Dec 1991. Married on 14 
Mar 1922 in Ephrata, Grant WA to Lucile Rifenbery (1903 IA – 1973 WA, F: 
142179237). In the 1930 census for Weiser, Washington Co. ID, Charles D. Watters 
(29 MT) lived with wife Lucile (26 IA) 7 their 3 children. He was an auto mechanic. He 
said his parents were born in MN & he was a WWI veteran, married for the 1st time at 
age 21. Lucile said she was age 18 at her 1st marriage. Lucile later married Beuford 
Maxwell Loe (1900-1987).  – Charles was arrested 10 Mar 1939 on a charge of grand 
larceny (“bad checks”) and was sentenced to 6 months on 18 Apr 1939. He was age 
40, 5’ 2 ½”, 138 pounds. – In the 1950 census for San Diego, San Diego CA, Charles 
D. Watters, 54 MT, separated, lives at 215 Orange Ave. & works as an auto 
mechanic. – According to Ancestry.com family trees, he also married a woman 
named Eva Mae. 

• Margaret Watters Gillette Olds, 15 Nov 1910 Victor, Ravalli MT – 18 Sep 1975 
Houston, Harris TX. – She was listed as Mrs. E.G. Gillette of Bozeman MT in Jan 1936 
when her father died. – Margaret Watters married on 10 Dec 1934 in Victor, Ravalli 
MT to Ernest Gilbert Gillette (1902 IN – 1942 MT). Ernest is buried in Sunset Hills 
Cemetery, Bozeman, Gallatin MT, F: 51223788. – On 19 Jul 1946 in Cherokee Co. TX, 
Margaret Gillette gave birth to a son named John Reo Gillette. Obviously he was not 
the son of her deceased husband, and his surname becomes Olds later. – Margaret 
marries a man named Olds. Her TX death certificate lists her as Margaret Olds, 
divorced. In 1950, however, Margaret W. Olds, 39 MT, housekeeper for a private 
residence, lists herself as widowed. Living with her is her son John R. Olds, age 3, b. 
TX. – Buried in Forest Park East Cemetery, Webster, Harris TX. F: 229738273 

 
 
Notes:  
 
There are thousands of articles on Newspapers.com found by choosing newspapers 
published in Montana and linking this to Lawrence B. Watters – Lawrence Watters – L.B. 
Watters. Only a few are copied above. 
 
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 721-09-4351 
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Censuses: 
 
1900 Ravalli Co. MT – conducted 4 Jun 1900 – son Charles Dwight Watters to be born 25 Jul 
1900 
George I. Watters, 35 KS, Aug 1864, father b. VA, mother b. VT, married 8 years, merchant 
Louisa B., 30 MN, Aug 1869, father b. PA, mother b. MA, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Gladys, 5 MT, Sep 1895 
Miriam, 3 MT, Aug 1896 [this appears to read another year] 
Lawrence B., 3 MT, Mar 1897 
 
1910 Corvallis, Ravalli MT – conducted 18 Apr 1910 – daughter Margaret to be born 15 Nov 
1910 
George I. Watters, 45 KS, father b. VA, mother b. VT, in 1st marriage, married 18 years, 
merchant, general merchandise store 
Louisa, 40 MN, father b. NJ, mother b. NH, in 1st marriage, housework, at home, gave birth 
to 4 children, 4 are living 
Gladys, 16 MT 
Lawrence, 15 MT 
Miriam, 13 MT 
Dwight, 9 MT 
 
1920 Victor, Ravalli MT 
George I. Watters, 55 KS, father b. VA, mother b. VT, mail carrier, rural route 
Louise B., 50 MN, father b. NJ, mother b. NH 
Lawrence B., 24 MT, laborer, general farm 
Dwight C., 19 MT, laborer, working out 
Margaret, 9 MT 
 
1930 Corvallis, Ravalli MT – Pleasant View Rd. 
Lawrence B. Watters, 33 MT, father b. KS, mother b. MN, age 29 at 1st marriage, mail 
carrier, US mail, WWI veteran 
Lois M., 25 NE, parents b. MO, age 21 at 1st marriage 
George H., 3 MT 
Shirley M., 2 MT 
John W., 1 MT 
Joan, zero MT [8 months was crossed through] 
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1940 Corvallis, Ravalli MT – in same house in 1935 
Lawrence B. Watters, 46 MT, US mail carrier, rural route 
Lois M., 39 NE 
George H., 14 MT 
Shirley M., 13 MT 
John W., 12 MT 
Joan C., 12 MT 
Beverly L., 11 MT 
 
1950 cannot locate 
 
 
 


