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TUSCANIA 

 
 

Watkins, Floyd Cecil 
1888 OR – 1966 MO 
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Death of Floyd Cecil Watkins – "Springfield [MO] Leader & Press" Monday 8 Aug 1966 p 12 

 

 
"Springfield (MO) News Leader" Tuesday 9 Aug 1966 p 10 
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MO death record – “shot self with 12 gauge shotgun” - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1966_00034004-
00272?pId=3380885 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1966_00034004-00272?pId=3380885
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1966_00034004-00272?pId=3380885
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MC-J7LW-
G?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWN5-6Q2M 

 
Life: 

 

 
“Walter (OK) New Era” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 
“Ellis County Capital” (Arnett OK) Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
Wife: 

 

 
Marriage - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/511968787:1171 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MC-J7LW-G?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWN5-6Q2M
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MC-J7LW-G?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWWN5-6Q2M
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/511968787:1171
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MO death record of Opal Mitchell’s 1st husband Charles William Kinney - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1107248:60382?tid=113870037&pid=352480846788&queryId=aa8a40caba2

2e28cd04fac6f47db631e&_phsrc=hFB66154&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 
 

Children: 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1107248:60382?tid=113870037&pid=352480846788&queryId=aa8a40caba22e28cd04fac6f47db631e&_phsrc=hFB66154&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1107248:60382?tid=113870037&pid=352480846788&queryId=aa8a40caba22e28cd04fac6f47db631e&_phsrc=hFB66154&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1107248:60382?tid=113870037&pid=352480846788&queryId=aa8a40caba22e28cd04fac6f47db631e&_phsrc=hFB66154&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of daughter Linda Sue Watkins Bailey (1942-2008) - 

https://obituaries.joplinglobe.com/obituary/linda-bailey-750017842 
 

 
Obituary of daughter Virginia Ann Watkins Highley (1944-2013) - 

https://masonwoodard.com/book-of-memories/2136642/highley-virginia/obituary.php 
 

https://masonwoodard.com/book-of-memories/2136642/highley-virginia/obituary.php
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Virginia Ann Watkins, Joplin (MO) High School yearbook, 1960, Home Room A-119 – in 2nd 

row from front, 5th from left - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_13524_1960_0077?

pId=423162785 
 
 

 
Is this the right Floyd Watkins? - daughter b. 31 Oct 1949 in Freeman Hospital, Joplin, 

Jasper MO – “Joplin (MO) Globe” Friday 4 Nov 1949 p 16 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_13524_1960_0077?pId=423162785
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_13524_1960_0077?pId=423162785
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Marriage on 3 Jun 1960 in Joplin, Jasper MO to Ira George Highley – he age 18, she age 15 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/505258364:1171 
 
 

Stepchildren: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/505258364:1171
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TX death record of stepdaughter Evelyn Louise Kinney Hailey (1922-1952) -

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/48380885:60382 
 

 
Birth of Virginia Louise Kinney – “Joplin (MO) Globe” 10 Dec 1922 p 7 

 

 
“Joplin (MO) Globe” Tuesday 4 Jun 1929 p 6 
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“Joplin (MO) Gazette” Tuesday 18 Jun 1929 p 4 

 
 

 
MO marriage on 11 Nov 1938 to Joe Hailey of Virginia Louise Kinney – she is age 16 but 

claims to be over the age of 18 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/504237446:1171 
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Obituary of Evelyn Louise Kinney Hailey – “El Paso (TX) Herald” Wednesday 9 Jul 1952 p 20 

 
 

 
Stepdaughter Imogene Kinney Stephens Riley (1925-2007) - marriage to Roy Stephens on 

20 Nov 1940 in Jasper, Joplin – she is age 15 rather than the “over 18” she claims - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/511968847:1171?tid=87594010&pid=30554899553&queryId=b35e6f2c9662
7e9f9930fc8c96c96058&_phsrc=hFB66208&_phstart=successSource 
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Stepdaughter Imogene Kinney Stephens – marriage to Charles Leo Riley 12 Jan 1951 

Madison Co. AR - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/87594010/person/30554899553/facts 

 

Madison Co. AR - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61775/images/61775_01_00677-

03484?pId=91157427 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/87594010/person/30554899553/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/87594010/person/30554899553/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61775/images/61775_01_00677-03484?pId=91157427
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61775/images/61775_01_00677-03484?pId=91157427
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MO marriage of Imogene Stephens to Charles Leo Riley in Joplin MO on 24 Dec 1947 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/510311239:1171 
 
 

 
Birth of stepson Charles William Kinney Jr. (1927-1984) – “Joplin (MO) Globe” Saturday 9 

Jul 1927 p 5 
 

Father: 
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Father Harrison Freemont Watkins - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/164664862/person/162153933275/media/c88901cc-b002-
4a62-8ff7-095ed22d123f?_phsrc=hFB66138&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/164664862/person/162153933275/media/c88901cc-b002-4a62-8ff7-095ed22d123f?_phsrc=hFB66138&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/164664862/person/162153933275/media/c88901cc-b002-4a62-8ff7-095ed22d123f?_phsrc=hFB66138&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/164664862/person/162153933275/media/c88901cc-b002-4a62-8ff7-095ed22d123f?_phsrc=hFB66138&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of Harrison Freemont Watkins – “Webb City (MO) Register” Thursday 7 May 1914 

p 3 
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“Nevada (MO) Weekly Post” Friday 15 May 1914 p 2 
 
 
 

 
MO death record of Harrison Freemont Watkins - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/154968:60382?tid=5586167&pid=-
1413450920&queryId=37367c7d0cdefbd15dfc7c235329dc99&_phsrc=hFB66139&_phstar

t=successSource 
 

Mother: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/154968:60382?tid=5586167&pid=-1413450920&queryId=37367c7d0cdefbd15dfc7c235329dc99&_phsrc=hFB66139&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/154968:60382?tid=5586167&pid=-1413450920&queryId=37367c7d0cdefbd15dfc7c235329dc99&_phsrc=hFB66139&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/154968:60382?tid=5586167&pid=-1413450920&queryId=37367c7d0cdefbd15dfc7c235329dc99&_phsrc=hFB66139&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/154968:60382?tid=5586167&pid=-1413450920&queryId=37367c7d0cdefbd15dfc7c235329dc99&_phsrc=hFB66139&_phstart=successSource
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Martha Ann King Watkins - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/164664862/person/162153933328/media/17ff9f78-924d-
4e23-9161-3440319decd2?_phsrc=hFB66145&_phstart=successSource 

 
 



18 
 

 
 

Marriage of parents on 16 Aug 1874 in Jasper Co. MO - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/9568555:1171?tid=5586167&pid=-

1413450920&queryId=37367c7d0cdefbd15dfc7c235329dc99&_phsrc=hFB66141&_phstar
t=successSource 

 
Stepmother: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/9568555:1171?tid=5586167&pid=-1413450920&queryId=37367c7d0cdefbd15dfc7c235329dc99&_phsrc=hFB66141&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/9568555:1171?tid=5586167&pid=-1413450920&queryId=37367c7d0cdefbd15dfc7c235329dc99&_phsrc=hFB66141&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/9568555:1171?tid=5586167&pid=-1413450920&queryId=37367c7d0cdefbd15dfc7c235329dc99&_phsrc=hFB66141&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage of father Harrison Watkins to 2nd wife, Arenia/Aurenia Pennybaker - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/504194117:1171?tid=178645728&pid=142328994850&queryId=6df7786512

eeff92a7ee477a1b7b9009&_phsrc=hFB66134&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
“Neosho (MO) Times” Thursday 16 Jul 1903 p 9 

 

 
“Neosho (MO) Miner-Mechanic” Saturday 11 May 1907 p 5 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/504194117:1171?tid=178645728&pid=142328994850&queryId=6df7786512eeff92a7ee477a1b7b9009&_phsrc=hFB66134&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/504194117:1171?tid=178645728&pid=142328994850&queryId=6df7786512eeff92a7ee477a1b7b9009&_phsrc=hFB66134&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/504194117:1171?tid=178645728&pid=142328994850&queryId=6df7786512eeff92a7ee477a1b7b9009&_phsrc=hFB66134&_phstart=successSource
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“Neosho (MO) Times” Thursday 16 May 1907 p 4 

 
 
 

 
“Neosho (MO) Miner-Mechanic” Friday 28 Jul 1911 p 7 

 

 
“Neosho (MO) Times” Thursday 3 Aug 1911 p 2 

 
 
 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Marriage of brother James Wiley Watkins (1876-1946) to Cora Ann Jenkins on 5 Jun 1897 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4182636:1171 

 

 
MO death record of brother George O. Watkins (1880-1946) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1946_00043560-
01846?pId=1118010 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4182636:1171
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1946_00043560-01846?pId=1118010
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1946_00043560-01846?pId=1118010
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/154787224/person/242281603877/facts 
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Brother William Clyde Watkins (1883-1956) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/178645728/person/142328791185/media/49661e30-bd0f-40e3-8d16-

88c9eaaa2e33 
 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Floyd Cecil Watkins 
Name variations:    
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  251,617 
Entered service from:  Chandler, Lincoln OK or Chaney, Ellis OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Floyd Watkins 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: brother Will Watkins, Chanley OK 
Returned from war on: "Ortega" Feb 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Floyd Watkins 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Willie Watkins, Chandler OK (wagoner, 
Supply Co, 161st Inf)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Floyd Watkins -  b. 4 Aug 1888 Eugene OR; res: 
Collinsville, Rogers OK. Single., Employed in smelter, Bartlesville Zinc Co., Collinsville OK. 
Medium height & build.  
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Floyd Cecil Watkins - b. 4 Aug 1888 Eugene OR; 
res: 1126 Ind [Indiana?} St., Joplin, Jasper MO. Employed at Eagle Picher Lead Co., Joplin 
MO (which is also listed as his next-of-kin contact). Height: 5’10” – 176 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  not listed   
Discharged:  not listed 
Address:  Joplin MO 
Death: not listed 
Serial number: not listed 
Rank/unit:   private, 36th Co., 9th Battalion, 165th Depot Brigade  
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 4 Aug 1888 Eugene, Lane OR  
Died: 7 Aug 1966 Joplin, Newton MO (self-inflicted shotgun wound to the head in the 
backyard of his Joplin MO home)    
Find A Grave record: 63086845 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text  
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Burial location:  Joplin, Newton MO 
Cemetery:  Osborne Memorial 
Tombstone:  
 
Father:  Harrison Freemont (H.F./Hack) Watkins, 1848 Carthage, Jasper MO [also found as 
1846] – 7 May 1914 Prosperity, Jasper MO. Son of Wiley Watkins (1808-1888) & Parmelia N. 
Dewberry.  
Following the death of wife Martha King, he married Arenia Pennybaker in 1904. He is listed 
as divorced on his MO death certificate. Buried in Centerville Cemetery, Centerville, Jasper 
MO.  
Find A Grave:  42722502 
 
Mother: Martha Ann King Watkins, 1857 MO – 1892 Centerville, Jasper MO. Daughter of 
James L. King (1833-1918) & wife Sarah E.  
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:  16 Aug 1874 Jasper Co. MO 
 
Stepmother: Arenia (Aurenia) Pennybaker Watkins, ca. 1866 IA –  
Since it was her 2nd marriage when she married Harrison Freemont Watkins, either 
Pennybaker is her maiden surname or the name of her 1st husband. She is found in Neosho 
MO in 1903 in a real estate transaction, and again in Neosho MO in 1911 as Arenia 
Watkins. She is not mentioned in Harrison’s 1914 obituary as a survivor. 
On Harrison’s MO death certificate, his marital status is divorced. 
Stepmother Find A Grave: 
Stepmother’s marriage: 9 Mar 1904 Jasper Co. MO 
 
Spouse: Opal Mitchell Kinney Watkins, 18 Nov 1905 Joplin, Jasper MO – 6 Mar 1994 MO.    
Opal was married to Charley William/Charles William Kinney, (Sr.) 25 Dec 1899 (or 1900) 
MO – 9 Sep 1940 Joplin, Jasper MO [tombstone inscribed 1939]. He was the son of William 
Kinney (b. Des Moines IA) & Emma Perkins (b. IL). His headstone reads: father of Charles, 
Evelyn, Imogene. He is buried as Charley W. Kinney in Osborne Memorial Cemetery, Joplin, 
Newton MO, F: 62150636.. 
In the 1940 census of Joplin, Jasper MO, conducted 5 Apr 1940, Chas. W. Kinney, 39 MO, 
operator of a gas filling station, lives at 2516 Tyler Ave. With him is wife Opal M. Kinney, 34 
MO & children Evelyn L. (17 MO), Imogene E. (14 MO) & Chas. (12 MO). 
Buried in Osborne Memorial Cemetery, Joplin, Newton MO. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  63086857 
Marriage: 6 Nov 1940 Joplin, Jasper MO. Opal’s husband Charley Kinney had died 9 Sep 
1940.  
 
Children:  

• Linda Sue Watkins Bailey, 2 Apr 1942 Joplin, Newton MO - 16 Sep 2008 Mount 
Vernon, Lawrence MO. Wife of Francis E. (“Buck”) Bailey (1938-1991, F: 64203261). 
Buried in Osborne Memorial Cemetery, Joplin, Newton MO. F: 30397208 
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• Virginia Ann Watkins Highley, 27 Nov 1944 Joplin, Newton MO – 16 Aug 2013 Welch, 
Craig OK. Married Ira George Highley (in Joplin, Newton MO on 3 Jun 1960 in Joplin, 
Jasper MO. Ira, born 4 Aug 1941 MO, was the son of George J. Highley. Ira was age 
18 & Virginia was age 15, and both fathers signed the marriage license with their 
permission to wed. Buried in Joplin, Newton MO. F: 115711998 

• ? A daughter is born 31 Oct 1949 in Joplin, Jasper MO’s Freeman Hospital to Mrs. 
Frank Watkins. But there are several men named Floyd Watkins in the area. Could 
not locate name. Is not mentioned as a survivor in his obituary. 

 
Stepchildren: by wife Opal Mitchell’s 1st marriage, to Charley Kinney 

• Evelyn Louise Kinney Hailey, 13 Sep 1922 Joplin, Jasper MO - 8 Jul 1952 El Paso, El 
Paso TX.  – Wife of Joseph (“Joe”) Hailey (18 May 1912 Goodman, McDonald MO – 
Feb 1984, F: 62694521). Married 11 Nov 1938 in Joplin, Jasper MO. She is age 16 but 
claims to be over 18 years old. Buried in Osborne Memorial Cemetery, Joplin, 
Newton MO.  F: 62694503   

• Imogene (“Jean”) Kinney Stephens Riley, 6 Aug 1925 Joplin, Jasper MO – 19 May 
2007 Mount Vernon, Lawrence MO. – Marries Roy Stephens on 20 Nov 1940 in 
Joplin, Jasper MO. She claims to be over 18 years old; he is over 21. She is actually 
15 years old. – As Imogene Stephens, married Charles Leo Riley (1913-2002, F: 
77227603) in Joplin, Jasper MO for the 1st time 24 Dec 1947. She says she is age 22 & 
he says he is 34. – As Imogene Stephens, she again marries Charles Leo Riley on 24 
Dec 1947 in Madison Co. AR. -  Referred to as “daughter” Mrs. Leo Riley in Floyd’s 
1966 obituary. Buried in Ozark Memorial Park Cemetery, Joplin, Jasper MO. F: 
19475477  

• Charles William Kinney, Jr., 6 Jun 1927 Joplin, Jasper MO - 8 Dec 1984 San Diego Co. 
CA. - Resident of 610 Indiana Ave, Joplin when called for US Navy examination in 
1944. – In 1950 census, Charles W. Kinney, 23 MO, parents b. US, in the Armed 
Forces, lived at 1910 Mullinnix Dr. in Coronado, San Diego CA with wife Lois J. (21 
OK), son Charles R. (2 CA) & daughter Carole E. (1 CA). His wife Lois Jane Wilson 
was b. 19 Ded 1928 OK & d. 17 Oct 2008 CA. She was the daughter of Gray & Gernita 
Wilson in the 1940 census. Charles & Lois divorced Jun 1975 in San Diego Co. CA. – 
A Charles W. Kinney divorced wife Lucretia F. on 5 Nov 1982 in Los Angeles Co. CA. 
May be him. - Buried in Riverside National Cemetery, Riverside, Riverside CA. F: 
3824103 

 
 
Siblings: Floyd was the youngest of 4 sons 

• James Wiley Watkins, 3 Mar 1876 Joplin, Jasper MO – 22 Jan 1946 Chandler, Lincoln 
OK. Married 5 Jun 1897 in Jasper Co. MO to Cora Ann Jenkins (1875-1952, F: 
25837977). Buried in Oak Park Cemetery, Chandler, Lincoln OK. F: 25837983 

• George Oswond Watkins, 12 Apr 1880 Carterville, Jasper MO – 23 Dec 1946 Joplin, 
Jasper MO. Married Mamie E. Jaynes/Janes (1883-1928). Buried in Centerville 
Cemetery, Centerville, Jasper MO. F: 42722503 
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• William Clyde (Bill/Will), 6 Mar 1883 Centerville, Jasper MO – 4 Apr 1956 Agra, 
Lincoln OK. Married 4 Aug 1904 in Carthage, Jasper MO to Lucinda  (“Cindy”) 
Parsons (1884-1972, F: 38025125), the daughter of Tom Parson/Parsons & Palissy 
Ann Branham. Buried in Pleasant Ridge Cemetery, Chandler, Lincoln OK. F: 
38025149 

 
Notes:  
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/178645728/person/142328981363/facts 
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Spring River, Lawrence MO 
Harrison H. Watkins, 32 MO, father b. NC, mother b. GA, farmer 
Martha J., 23 MO, father b. MO, mother b. TN, keeping house 
James W., 4 MO 
Geo. O., 2 MO 
 
1900 cannot locate 
 
1910 Union, Lincoln OR – conducted 6 May 1910 
Belle Malissie Bennett, 42 MO, widow [head of household 
William Earl Bennett, 12 MO [son] 
Floyd C. Watkins, OR, parents b. MO [nephew] 
 
1910 Joplin, Jasper MO – father & stepmother 
Harrison F. Watkins, 63 MO, father’s birthplace unknown, mother b. US, in 2nd marriage, 
married 6 years, hoisterman, zinc mine 
Arenia, 44 IA, father b. IL, mother b. IA, keeper, boarding house, gave birth to zero children 
Maudie P. Baker, 14 MO, parents b. AR [adopted child] 
Jesse Watkins, 26 MO, parents b. MO, teamster, general work [nephew] 
 
1920 Collinsville, Tulsa OK 
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Norman Gaylord, 35 MO, laborer, smelter 
Ethel Gaylord, 30 MO [wife] 
Floyd WADKINS, 22 OR, parents b. MO, single, farm laborer  [boarder] 
With Belle Mallessie Bennet, 42 MO, father b. MO, mother b. TN, widow, farmer & her son 
William Earl Bennet, 12 MO, father b. IN, mother b. MO 
 
1920 Collinsville, Tulsa OK 
Floyd C. WADKINS, 31 OR, parents b. MO, single, laborer, smelter 
Living with Norman & Ethel Gaylor & their 2 sons 
 
1930 cannot locate 
 
1940 cannot locate 
 
1950 Joplin, Jasper MO – 1826 W. 26th 
Floyd C. Watkins, 61 OR, furnice [sic] man, lead smelter 
Opal O., 44 MO 
Linda Sue, 8 MO 
Virginia Ann, 5 MO 
 
 
 


