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Walle, Emil W. Vande 
1892 Belgium – 1963 CA 
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Emil Vande Walle – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” 6 May 1956 p 15 
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Emil Vande Walle is pictured standing in the back row at far right (plaid coat) - “Santa Cruz 

(CA) Sentinel” Thursday 15 Oct 1953 p 4 
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Emil Vande Walle is standing at far right, with cane – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Thursday 5 

Nov 1951 p 1 
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The identification of people appears a bit faulty – it appears a person is named, and then 

location (like “front row, left,” then the other names in that row) – but (based on other 
photos), Emil Vande Walle is standing in the 2nd row from the front, 2nd from right, wearing 

suspenders, and his 3rd wife, Frances Boekenoogen Isliker Walle, is seated in the front row 
at the right of the only man, Santa Cruz CA Mayor Pat Freeman, wearing a print blouse & 

dark skirt – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Thursday 14 Oct 1954 p 3 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Thursday 3 Nov 1955 p 4 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Sunday 4 Dec 1955 p 4 
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Obituary: “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Sunday 27 Oct 1963 p 1 
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Obituary of Emil Vande Walle - “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Monday 28 Oct 1963 p 14 
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The card of thanks in the “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Tuesday 5 Nov 1963 p 18  
 
 

 
Naturalization record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/5770643:1629 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5770643:1629
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5770643:1629
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https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=7488&h=4025529611&tid=&pid=&queryId=35c5503a7e704dce9
c6f2e66f8813447&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB65790&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=7488&h=4025529611&tid=&pid=&queryId=35c5503a7e704dce9c6f2e66f8813447&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB65790&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=7488&h=4025529611&tid=&pid=&queryId=35c5503a7e704dce9c6f2e66f8813447&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB65790&_phstart=successSource
https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=7488&h=4025529611&tid=&pid=&queryId=35c5503a7e704dce9c6f2e66f8813447&usePUB=true&_phsrc=hFB65790&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MC-JQ2K-
X?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQ5S-ZBMM 
 
 

 
Biography of Emil van den Walle, fellow Tuscania passenger: 

  
 

Kinderen: 
- Irma Vandewalle °14/02/1887 Zw +27/01/1978 Gits: zij is in het klooster gegaan 
met de naam (Marie)-Ephrem; ze is lange tijd in het klooster (nu school) van Gits 
geweest 
- Renatus Vandewalle °26/10/1888 Zw +29/01/1968 Wingene X Pharailde 
Bouckhout °31/08/1885 Wingene +11/01/1958 Zw 
- Augusta Vandewalle °07/04/1890 Zw +12/10/1896 Zw 
- Emile Vandewalle °04/03/1892 Zw +25/10/1963 San Bruno CA > < Febronie 
Lava °25/01/1899 Landegem +23/02/1967 Merced CA XX (zie tekst hierna) XXX 
(zie id.) XXXX (zie id.) [Arthur Vermeulen’s fellow Tuscania passenger] 
- Odile Vandewalle °20/05/1894 Zw +11/11/1958 Zw X Zulma Baert °23/11/1895 
+28/09/1977 Oostende (Serruys) 
- Alberic Vandewalle °26/05/1896 Zw +14/05/1970 Brugge X Juliana-Maria 
Vankeirsbilck °12/03/1893 Lichtervelde +25/03/1938 Ruddervoorde XX Bertha 
Mouton °07/03/1913 Loppem +09/10/1996 Lendelede 
- Maria Vandewalle °12/05/1898 Zw +25/04/1975 Warisoulx X Gustave Goethals 
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°30/05/1894 Wingene +vóór 1975 
 
De jongste dochter Maria Vandewalle x Gustave Goethals zijn naar Wallonië 
uitgeweken; ze hadden een landbouwbedrijf in Warisoulx, een klein dorp nabij 
Namen. Hun dochter Germaine Goethals, geboren in 1927, stierf op de leeftijd 
van 39 jaar, nadat ze zich van het leven benam door vergiftiging. 
 
De zoon Emile Vandewalle had een bewogen leven in Amerika. (Bron: Daniël 
Lansens 04.12.2020) [The son Emile had an eventful life in America.] 
Op 22 september 1912 vertrok hij vanuit Liverpool met het schip Campania naar 
Ellis Island, New-York Amerika. [On 22 September 1912 departed from Liverpool 
on the ship “Campania” to Ellis Islamd, New York, America.] Hij werd 
Amerikaans soldaat en nam actief deel aan de eerste wereldoorlog, bij de 17e 
company, 20e Engineers. [He became an American soldier and took an active 
part in the first world war.] Met het troepentransportschip, de SS Tuscania, zou 
hij naar het slagveld in Europa overgebracht worden, maar op 5 februari 1918 
werd het schip in de Ierse Zee door de Duitsers getorpedeerd. [With the 
troopship, the SS “Tuscania,” he would be transferred to the battlefield in 
Europe, but on 5 February 1918 the ship was torpedoed in the Irish Sea by the 
German.] Emil kon gered worden. [Emil could be saved.] Hij keerde in mei 1919 
als soldaat 1e klasse terug uit de oorlog. [He returned from the war as a soldier in 
May 1919.] Toch kwam hij niet ongeschonden uit deze oorlog; hij was voor de 
rest van zijn leven gehandicapt. [Yet he did not come out of this war unscathed; 
he was disabled for the rest of his life.] Na de oorlog diende hij drie termijnen als 
commandant van de gehandicapte veteranen in Santa Cruz. [After the war, he 
served three terms as commander of the disabled veterans in Santa Cruz.] Hij 
zette zich jaren lang in voor de oorlogsveteranen, die hem een ereteken van de 
National Disabled Veterans Association opleverde. [He devoted himself to the 
war veterans for years; which earned him a badge of honor from the National 
Disabled Veterans Association.] Hij woonde voornamelijk in Santa Cruz maar 
ook enige tijd in Sacramenta. [He lived mainly in Santa Cruz but also for some 
time in Sacramento.] 
Volgens de volkstelling van 1920 is Emil, samen met Hector Ondanck en Arthur 
Vermeulen werkzaam in een timmermanszaak in Hilt, Siskiyou Californië. 
[According to the 1920 census, Emil, along with Hector Ondanck and Arthur 
Vermeulen, worked in a carpenter shop in Hilt, Siskiyou, California.] Hector 
Ondanck was de zoon van Henricus en Maria Vandewalle, de zuster van 
Augustinus Vandewalle en dus de neef van Emile Vandewalle. [Hector Ondanck 
was the son of Henricus and Maria Vandewalle, the sister of Augustinus 
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Vandewalle, and therefore Emile’s cousin.] Hector kwam op 2 mei 1905 aan op 
Ellis Island New-York. [Hector arrived on 2 May 1905 at Ellis Island, New York.] 
HIj maakte de oversteek met het schip Zeeland vanuit Antwerpen. [He made the 
crossing with the ship “Zeeland” from Antwerp.] Hector keerde terug naar België 
en trouwde op 5 maart 1913 in Oostkamp met Marie Louise Vermeulen. [Hector 
returned to Belgium and married Marie Louise Vermeulen on 5 March 1913 in 
Oostkamp.] Het koppel zette reeds op 21 maart 1913 terug voet aan wal in 
Amerika. [The couple set foot back in America on 21 March 1913.] Hun eerste 
dochter Flora werd op 2 december 1913 in Santa Cruz geboren. [Their first 
daughter Flora was born in Santa Cruz on 2 December 1913.] In 1915 volgde Julia 
en in 1917 Arthur. [Julia followed in 1915 and Arthur in 1917.] Niettegenstaande 
getrouwd met kinderen, liet hij zich in 1917-1918 als soldaat registreren. 
[Married with children, he registered as a soldier in 1917-1918.] Hector overleed 
op 27 mei 1936, op 50-jarige leeftijd. [Hector died on 27 May 1937, at the age of 
50 years.] 
Arthur Vermeulen werd geboren op 28 februari 1893 in Hertsberge en vertrok 
eveneens naar Amerika. [Arthur Vermeulen was born on 28 February 1893, in 
Hersberge and also left for America.] Hij zat samen met Emil op de 
getorpedeerde Tuscania. [He and Emil were on the torpedoed “Tuscania.”] 
Hector Ondanck was zijn schoonbroer. [Hector Ondanck was his brother-in-
law.] In 1921 kwam Emil kort terug naar Zwevezele en trouwde er op 30 mei 1921 
met de in Zwevezele wonende Febronie Lava, geboren op 25 januari 1899 in 
Landegem. [In 1921, Emil briefly returned to Zwevezele and married on 30 May 
1921 Zwevezele resident Febronie Lava, born on 25 January 1899 in Landegam.] 
De ouders van Emile zijn hierbij aanwezig en ondertekenden beide de akte. 
[Emile’s parents are present and both signed the deed.] Theophiel Lava, vader 
van de bruid is niet aanwezig en heeft vermoedelijk sedert meer dan 6 maanden 
België verlaten. [Theophile Lava, father of the bride, is not present and has 
probably left Belgium for more than six months.] Blijjkbaar was Theophiel reeds 
in december 1920 in Ruiselede overleden. [Apparently Theophiel had already 
died in December 1920 in Ruiselede.] De akte werd eveneens ondertekend door 
Arthur Vermeulen. [The deed was also signed by Arthur Vermeulen.]  Arthur was 
eveneens zijn geluk gaan zoeken in Amerika en was een goede vriend van Emile. 
[Arthur had also gone to try his luck in America and was a good friend of Emile.] 
Na hun huwelijk trok het jonge koppel in 1921 terug naar Amerika. [After their 
marriage, the young couple returned to America in 1921.] We vinden hen beiden 
terug op de immigratielijsten. [We find them both on the immigration lists.] In 
Amerika kregen ze een dochter Georgette Vandewalle, geboren op 20 april 1922 
in Susanville, 280km ten noorden van Sacramento, Californië. [In America they 
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had a daughter Georgette Vandewalle, born on 20 April 1922 in Susanville, 280 
kilometers north of Sacramento, California.] In 1931 verkreeg Emil officieel het 
Amerikaans staatsburgerschap. [In 1931 Emile officially obtained American 
citizenship.] 
In 1933 scheidde Emile van Febronie, die hertrouwde met Emer Emart. [In 1933 
Emile divorced Febronie, who remarried Emer Emart.] Ze stierf op 23 februari 
1967 in Merced Californië. [She died on 27 February 1967 in Merced, California.] 
In 1934, een jaar na de scheiding hertrouwde Emil, zoals hij in Amerika werd 
genoemd, met Philomene Cools. [In 1934, Emil, as he was called in America, 
remarried, to Philomene Cools.] Zij was 13 jaar ouder dan Emil en eerder 
weduwe geworden van Edward Cools. [She was 13 years older than Emil and 
was widowed earlier from Edward Cools.] Philomene stierf op 1 januari 1953. 
[Philomene died on 1 January 1953.] Op 26 juni 1954 trouwde Emil in Reno voor 
de derde maal. [On 26 June 1954, Emil married for the third time, in Reno.] 
Frances Maude Boekenoogen Isliker was eerder weduwe geworden van Ernest 
Arthur Isliker. [Frances Maude Bokenoogen Isliker had previously been widowed 
from Ernest Arthur Isliker.] Slechts 2 jaar later stierf Frances Maude op 15 april 
1956. [Frances Maude died only two years later, on 15 April 1956.] 
Emil trouwde voor een vierde keer, ditmaal met Clarice Irish Salven. [Emil 
married for a fourth time, this time to Clarice Irish Slaven - misspelled in this 
sentence.] Ook zij was eerder weduwe geworden van John Joseph Slaven.  [She 
too had been previously widowed, from John Joseph Slaven.] 
Op 25 oktober 1963 kwam Emil om bij een verkeersongeval. [On 25 October 
1963 Emil died in a traffic accident.] Hij werd 71 jaar. [He was 71 years old.] Hij 
ligt begraven op de Golden Gate National Cemetry, San Bruno nabij San 
Francisco. [He was buried in Golden Gate National Cemetery, San Bruno, near 
San Francisco.] 

 
Translation from Flemish/Dutch into English in red font - 

https://www.lanssens.be/stamboom_info/n8862.htm 
 

      ******** 
 

Life: 
 
 
 

 

https://www.lanssens.be/stamboom_info/n8862.htm
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“San Luis Obispo (CA) Tribune” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 8 

 

 
“Feather River Bulletin” (Quincy CA) Thursday 7 Mar 1929 p 8 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Evening News” Thursday 11 Nov 1937 p 5 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Thursday 28 Jul 1938 p 4 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Wednesday 13 May 1942 p 3 

 

 
“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Saturday 12 Dec 1942 p 3 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Thursday 6 May 1943 p 3 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Sunday 6 Dec 1943 p 5 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Tuesday 23 May 1944 p 3 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Wednesday 7 Feb 1945 p 1 
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Mentions future wife Frances Isliker - “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Sunday 4 Oct 1953 p 3 
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Mentions future wife Frances Isliker - Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Wednesday 27 Jan 1954 p 

3 
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Emil & wife Frances “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Sunday 15 Aug 1954 p 4 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Tuesday 12 Jul 1955 p 3 
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[article continues] 

 
[article continues] 

“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Tuesday 12 Jul 1955 p 3 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Monday 9 Jan 1956 p 3 
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Frances Walle dies in Apr 1956 - “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Friday 16 Mar 1956 p 2 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Friday 6 Jul 1956 p 5 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Wednesday 16 Jan 1957 p 22 

 

 
Emil has married Clarice - “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Thursday 14 Aug 1958 p 3 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Sunday 6 May 1962 p 22 

 

 
“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Wednesday 30 Oct 1963 p 12 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Tuesday 19 Nov 1963 p 8 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Sunday 16 Feb 1964 p 65 
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“Santa Cruz Sentinel” Tuesday 18 Feb 1964 p 18 

 
******************************************** 

 
Wife Febronie: 

 
 

 
“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Saturday 11 Jun 1932 p 7 

 

 
“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Friday 16 Sep 1932 p 3 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Saturday 1 Oct 1932 p 2 
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Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Friday 14 Oct 1932 p 2 
 

 
”Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Wednesday 25 Oct 1933 p 3 

 

 
“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Saturday 28 Oct 1933 p 2 

 

 
 

Wife Philomene: 
 
 

 
“Santa Cruz (CA) Evening News” Friday 2 Jan 1931 p 6 
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“Santa Cruz Evening News” Tuesday 15 Mar 1932 p 5 – 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/50572758/ 
 
 

 
Intentions to wed – “Salinas (CA) Morning Post” Wednesday 7 Feb 1934 p 2 

 

 
Marriage on 12 Feb 1934 – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Wednesday 14 Feb 1934 p 5 
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Philomene & Emil’s 6th anniversary – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Friday 16 Feb 1940 p 5 

g 
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[list continues] 
Naturalized a US citizen May 1941 – “Santa Cruz (CA) Evening News” Friday 9 May 1941 p 2 
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Obituary of Philomene in (left) “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Sunday 4 Jan 1953 p 16 and right: 

“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Monday 5 Jan 1953 p 8 
 

 
Death of Philomene’s 1st husband, Edward Aloysias Cools – “Santa Cruz (CA) Evening 

News” Wednesday 2 Jun 1926 p 12  
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Evening News” Wednesday 30 Jun 1926 p 4 

 

 
Wife Frances: 

 
 

 



46 
 

Marriage of Frances to Ernest Isliker – “Santa Cruz (CA) Evening News” Tuesday 22 Feb 
1921 p 4 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/50513052/ 

 

 
Frances Isliker & Emil Vande Walle – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Wednesday 27 Jan 1954 p 

3 
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/50513052/
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Note the two mentions of Frances Maud Boerkenoogen Isliker, who marries Emil Vande 

Walle on 26 Jun 1954 – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Sunday 7 Mar 1954 p 3 
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Emil Vande Walle & future wife Frances Isliker – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Sunday 9 May 

1954 p 6 
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Emil Vande Walle & Frances Isliker – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Tuesday 25 May 1954 p 3 
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Published 1 day before their 26 Jun 1954 marriage – Emil Vande Walle & Frances Isliker – 

“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Friday 25 Jun 1954 p 3 
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Now married – Emil Vande Walle & Frances Boekenoogen Isliker – “Santa Cruz (CA) 

Sentinel” Wednesday 7 Jul 1954 p 3 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Monday 19 Jul 1954 p 3 
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Frances dies in Apr 1956 - “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Tuesday 3 Jan 1956 p 4 
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Obituary of Frances: “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Monday 16 Apr 1956 p 12 – 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/57477671/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/57477671/
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Sunday 6 May 1956 p 14 

 



56 
 



57 
 

 
“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Monday 20 Aug 1956 p 11 

 
 

 

 
Wife Clarice: 
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fc  
Clarice Hilda Irish - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/71239517/person/44563275459/media/7842e090-7230-4baf-
ade1-29bb62f7278d?_phsrc=hFB65798&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Clarice Slaven pictured at left – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Sunday 10 Mar 1957 p 10 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/71239517/person/44563275459/media/7842e090-7230-4baf-ade1-29bb62f7278d?_phsrc=hFB65798&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/71239517/person/44563275459/media/7842e090-7230-4baf-ade1-29bb62f7278d?_phsrc=hFB65798&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/71239517/person/44563275459/media/7842e090-7230-4baf-ade1-29bb62f7278d?_phsrc=hFB65798&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of Clarice’s husband John Joseph Slaven – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Thursday 
18 Oct 1956 p 12 

 

 
“Santa Barbara (CA) News-Press” Tuesday 14 Oct 1947 p 16 

 
 

 
Clarice has married Emil Walle – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Thursday 15 May 1958 p 5 

 

 
“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Wednesday 13 Jul 1960 p 3 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Sunday 12 Mar 1961 p 8 

 
 
 

 

 
Clarice injured in the accident that killed Emil - "Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel" Sunday 27 Oct 
1963 p 6   
 

 
Clarice – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Friday 11 Oct 1963 p 2 
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“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Sunday 29 Dec 1963 p 13 

 

 
Daughter (biological) 

 



63 
 

 
Georgette Hermanie Walle Fuchsel (1922-1989) – Merced (CA) High School yearbook 1940 

- https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/77083757/person/212197822034/media/2af4dc84-9208-4d76-83e2-

c4dc6c0f5aad 
 

 
 

“Philadelphia (PA) Inquirer” Sunday 5 Mar 11944  p 40 
 
 
 

 
 

Stepchildren: by 3rd wife Frances Maud Boekenoogen & her 1st husband Ernest Arthur 
Isliker 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/77083757/person/212197822034/media/2af4dc84-9208-4d76-83e2-c4dc6c0f5aad
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/77083757/person/212197822034/media/2af4dc84-9208-4d76-83e2-c4dc6c0f5aad
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/77083757/person/212197822034/media/2af4dc84-9208-4d76-83e2-c4dc6c0f5aad
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Obituary of stepdaughter Ernestine Isliker Howard Ritchey Wallace (ca. 1939 – 1981) – 

“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Tuesday 6 Jan 1981 p 22 –  
https://www.newspapers.com/image/62351888/ 

 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/62351888/
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Marriage of stepson Henry Arthur Isliker (1942-2007) to 1st wife, Janie Corniola McCullen – 

“Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Wednesday 23 Sep 1964 p 3 
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Obituary of Henry Arthur Isliker – “Hood County News” (Granbury TX) Wednesday 2 May 

2007 p 6 
 

 
Stepchildren: by 4th wife Clarice Irish’s marriage to Nathan Bowers 
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Stepdaughter Helene Berthe Bowers Decker Silva (1912-1951) – Findf A Grave 76538996 

 

 
Stepchildren: by wife Clarice Irish’s marriage to John Slaven 

 

 
Marriage of Lucile Marguerite Slaven to Edward Robinson Holland – “Sacramento (CA) 

Bee” Tuesday 9 Sep 1919 p 10 
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Marriage license of Lucile Marguerite Slaven – “Sacramento (CA) Star” Monday 8 Sep 1919 

p 7 
 

 
Obituary of Edward Robinson Holland – “Stockton (CA) Evening News & Sunday Record” 

Wednesday 10 Feb 1932 p 14 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name:  Emil W. Vande Walle 
Name variations:  also found as Vande Walle (filed under letter V, rather than W) – 
Vandewalle – Van Walle (WWII draft)  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,674 
Entered service from:  Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Walle, Emil Vande 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: Hester Ondanck, c/o San Vicent [sic] Lumber Co., Santa Cruz 
CA [Hester is likely Hector] 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Walle, Emil V 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: cousin Hector Ondenk, Santa Cruz CA (PFC, 17th Co., 
20th Engrs, Forestry) [i.e. Ondanck] 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Emiel Henry Joseph Vande Walle – b.  Mar 1891 
Zweevezeele, Belgium; res: Hilt CA. Single. Declarant. Lumber piler, Fruit Growers Supply 
Co., Lumber Dept., Hilt CA. Tall in height, medium build, red hair. Card is signed E. Vande 
Walle. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Walle, Emil Van  - b. 4 Mar 1892 Swevezeele, 
Belgium; res:  Rte 2, Box 646A, Soquel, Santa Cruz CA ( 2 ½ miles on San Jose Rd.). NOK 
Mrs. Philomene Van Walle. Self-employed.  Card signed Emil V. Walle. Height: 6’ – 185 lbs. 
– blond hair. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: gives birthdate of 6 Mar 1891 
Enlisted:  8 Dec 1917 
Discharged:  11 Jun 1919 
Address:  Cromberg CA 
Rank/unit:   private 1st class, 67th (47th?) Co., 20th Engineers  
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  4 Mar 1892 Swevezeske, Belgium (WWI draft) or from Scherewesele, Belgium, 
according to immigration records – also found as 4 Mar 1891 
Died:  25 Oct 1963 Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz CA (killed in car accident on Zayante Rd. near 
Graham Hill Rd. in Felton (Santa Cruz Co. area)    
Find A Grave record: 3645352 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location:  San Bruno, San Mateo CA 
Cemetery:  Golden Gate National 
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Tombstone: as Emil V. Walle - veteran tombstone: California PFC 17 Co 20 Engineers WWI  
 
Father:  A. Van De Walle 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: surname was Lansens according to Emil’s CA Death Index record 
Find A Grave:   
Parents’ marriage:   
 
Spouse #1: Febronie Julia Lava Vande Walle Emart, 25 Jan 1899 Landegam, Belgium - 23 
Feb 1967 Merced, Merced CA. Her 1st name is also found spelled Febronei.  
Daughter of Theophile Lava. He died in Dec 1920 in Ruiselede, Belgium. Her mother’s 
maiden surname was Verhelle. 
According to BillionGraves 31431315, buried in Evergreen Memorial Park, Merced, Merced 
Co. CA.  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
She married Emer Raymond Emart, 5 Oct 1892 CA – 9 Aug 1966 Merced Co. CA, the son of 
Edward Joseph Emart & Ida Clara Smith. According to his veteran headstone application, 
he is buried in Asphodel Cemetery in Merced Co. CA but unable to locate. According to 
Billion Graves 31441913, he is buried in the Merced Cemetery District in CA.   
In the 1930 census for Center, Sacramento Co. CA, Emer Emert (37 CA, tractor operator) 
lived with wife Febrony (32 Belgium) & her daughter, Georgiatte Walle (6 CA), Emer said his 
1st marriage occurred when he was age 35 & Febronie said she was married for the 1st time 
age age 18. Emil’s daughter. - In 1940 Emer “Emmett” (48 CA), truck driver for an EPA 
project, lived in Merced, Merced CA with his wife Febronie (40 Belgium) & stepdaughter 
Georgette Walle (18 CA). – In 1950 Emer Emart (57 CA) & Febronie Emart (50 Belgium) lived 
in Merced, Merced CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 
Marriage: Emil returned to Zwevezele, Belgium, from the US briefly in 1921 where he 
married on 30 May 291 to Zwevezele, Belgium, resident Febronie Lava. Both Emil’s parents 
were present & signed the marriage deed. The marriage certificate was also signed by 
Arthur Vermeulen, who had been Emil’s fellow passenger on “Tuscania.” Emil & Febronie 
returned to the US in 1921. 
Several articles appear about the divorce of Emil & Febronie in 1932 & 1933 (copied 
above). 
 
Spouse #2: Philomena Maria/Marie [or Maria Philomena] Vancleemput Cools Walle, 20 
Dec 1878 Belgium - 1 Jan 1953 Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz Co. CA. According to family tree on 
Ancestry.com, daughter of Francois Van; mother’s maiden surname was Vonderstengebe.   
Her 1st marriage was to Edward Aloysias Cools (18 Oct 1879 Belgium – 29 May 1926, F: 
76219073). He was killed in an industrial accident.  “Santa Cruz (CA) Evening News” 2 Jun 
1926 p 12 – ruled accidentally killed when wounded on a line shaft at work at the Santa 
Cruz Portland Cement plant on 31 May 1926. Died at age 46 years, b. Belgium.  They had a 
daughter, Mary Frances Cools Riebestein. 
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In the 1940 census for Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz CA, Philomene Cools (51 Belgium, widow) 
lives with her married daughter Mary Frances Cools Reibestein, her son-in-law William 
Powell Reibestein, their 2 children & “friend/lodger” Emil Walle (37 Belgium), listed as 
married (has not yet divorced 1st wife Febronie Lava).  
Buried in Old Holy Cross Cemetery, Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  89126312 as “M. Philomene Cools” (with Cools tombstone) 
Marriage: “Salinas (CA) Morning Post” 7 Feb 1934 p 2 – filed intention to wed in Santa Cruz 
CA on 5 Feb 1934, Emil Van Walle, age 41, of Soquel CA and Philomene Mary Cools, age 
55, of Santa Cruz.  
 
Spouse #3: Frances Maude Boekenoogen [Bokenoogen] Isliker Walle, 24 May 1899 
Gonzales, Monterey CA - 15 April 1956 Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz CA. Daughter of John 
Hamish Boekenoogen & Maude Edith Mulloy. 
Her 1st husband was Ernest Arthur Isliker (12 Apr 1891 – 15 Sep 1950, F: 3591332), whom 
Frances married 19 Feb 1921 in Hollister, San Benito CA (also found as Santa Cruz, Santa 
Cruz CA). Ernest was b. CA, age 28 – Frances was b. CA, age 21. Both residents of Santa 
Cruz, Santa Cruz Co. CA. Ernest was the son of Heinrich Isliker & Nellie Ramona Ramos. In 
1930 & 1940 censuses, Frances was living with Ernest in Santa Cruz CA.  They had 3 
children: Ernestine, Emma & Henry Isliker. 
Frances died 2 years after her marriage to Emil. She is buried in Golden Gate National 
Cemetery, San Bruno, San Mateo CA, with Emil.  
Spouse Find A Grave:  43775106 
Marriage: Married 26 Jun 1954 in 1st Methodist Church, Reno, Washoe NV 
 
Spouse #4: Clarice Hilda (Hildred) Irish Bowers Newcomb Slaven Walle, 1 May 1893 
Woodburn Co. IA – 21 Jan 1990 Sacramento, Sacramento CA. SSN 573-18-6110 
Daughter of Hiram Edgar Irish (F: 251104706) & Mella Bedell Rarick/Rariek/Rarik (F: 
55621813. She survives Emil & is the executrix of his will. 
Clarice Irish married on 30 Jul 1910 in King Co. WA to Nathan Bowers (6 Mar 1891 
Beaukiss, Williamson TX – 22 Aug 1959 Portland, Multnomah OR, in Riverview Cemetery, 
Portland, Multnomah OR, F: 98869181). They had 2 children: Helene & Donald Bowers. 
On 21 Dec 1925, Clarice Bowers married in Oakland, Alameda CA to George Alexander 
Newcomb, son of Michael L. Newcomb & Lodema/Anna Beazer (F: 39356677). It was the 
2nd marriage for both. Clarice was age 32, b. IA & George was age 46, B. NY, a mechanical 
engineer. He died 16 Dec 1937 & is buried in San Francisco National Cemetery, F: 
39356677. 
Clarice married John Joseph Slaven (1 Feb 1873 MD - 18 Oct 1956, F: 143854314). He died 
at age 83, survived by wife Clarice and daughter Mrs. Lucille Holland (San Francisco).  
Clarice Walle is buried in East Lawn Memorial Park, Sacramento, Sacramento CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 244206638 
Spouse marriage: Clarice is referred to as Clarice Slaven in a Mar 1957 newspaper article & 
as Clarice Walle in a May 1958 newspaper article,, both in the “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel.” 
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Emil’s biological child: by Febronie Lava 
• Georgette Hermanie Walle Fuchsel, 20 Apr 1922 Susanville, Lassen CA – 16 May 

1989 San Andreas, Calaveras CA. - In the 1930 census, Georgette Walle (age 6 CA) 
resided with stepfather Emer Emert & his wife/her mother Fibronie Emert (also 
indexed as Emmett) in Merced CA. Fibronie, age 40, was b. Belgium. - In 1940 
census, Georgette Walle resided with stepfather Emer Emert [sic] & his wife/her 
mother Febrony Emert. Febrony, age 32, b. Belgium. - Wife of Charles Gentnor 
Fuchsel, Jr. (9 Oct 1919 – 27 Jul 1972, F: 88761893). Georgette & Charles married 8 
Feb 1944 at Sacramento CA. He was a sergeant in the US Army, son of Mr. & Mrs. 
Charles Fuchsel Sr. of Drexel Hill PA. She was a resident of Monterey CA. 
(“Philadelphia Inquirer” 5 May 1944 p 40). Their son was Charles Gentnor Fuchsel 
(b. 20 Jan 1945 Merced CA. – When Georgette died, she had lived in San Andreas CA 
the past 34 years & was survived by two sons, Charles & David. On Georgette’s birth 
certificate, her mother’s surname is Lava; on her death certificate, her mother’s 
surname is listed as Emart. Buried in People’s Cemetery, San Andreas, Calaveras 
CA. F: 88762714 

 
Stepdaughter: by wife Philomene & 1st husband Edward Cools: 

• Mary Frances Cools Riebestein, 30 Mar 1903 Belgium - 21 Feb 1990 Santa Cruz, 
Santa Cruz CA. Wife of William P. Riebestein (1887 Netherlands – 1969 CA,. F: 
88638835) Buried in Old Holy Cross Cemetery, Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz CA. 
F:88638896 

 
Stepchildren: by wife Frances Boekenoogen with her previous husband Ernest Isliker: 

• Ernestine Frances (“Tina”) Isliker Howard Ritchey Wallace, 6 Mar 1938 Santa Cruz, 
Santa Cruz Co. CA – 1 Jan 1981. Social Security reports her surname change to 
Howard in Sep 1954. - Ernestine had the surname Howard when she married 
Marshall Wayne Ritchey on 31 Mar 1956 in Los Angeles Co. CA. Social Security 
noted her surname change to Ritchey in Apr 1956. She was listed as Mrs. Ernestine 
Richey of Los Angeles CA in her mother’s 1956 obit. – Married 29 Jul 1962 in Santa 
Clara Co. to Sherman Clayton Wallace Sr. (1921-2009); they divorced in Aug 1966. 
She changed her surname with Social Secureity in Sep 1963 to Wallace. When Emil 
died in 1963, Ernestine’s surname is reported in his obituary as Wallace but 
appears on the printed card of thanks as Walle. – Her death record uses the name 
Tina Wallace. According to her obituary, buried in IOOF Cemetery, but not on Find A 
Grave as of 27 May 2023. 

• Emma Anne Isliker, b. & d. 2 Mar 1939 in Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz CA. 
• Henry Arthur Isliker, 4 May 1942 Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz Co. CA – 29 Apr 2007 

Granbury, Hood TX. SSN 551-56-1033. Resident of Santa Cruz CA in 1956. – Married 
4 Sep0 1964 in Carson City NV to Janie Corniola McCullen. They divorced Feb 1972 
in Santa Cruz Co. He was married at age 30 to Karen Louise Keyse (1944 OH – 2021 
TX, F: 229160550) (age 28) on 16 Dec 1972 in Lake Co. OH. Henry was age 30. – 
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Henry’s body was cremated; his ashes were scattered in the Pacific Ocean. F: 
229160460 

 
Stepchildren: by wife Clarice Irish’s marriage to Nathan Bowers: 

• Helene Berthe Bowers Decker Silva, 27 Mar 1912 Irondale, Jefferson WA – 14 Oct 
1951 Sacramento, Sacramento CA. Married ca. 1929 to Martin Jess Decker (1908-
1994). – Married in 1937 to John Teofilo Silva (1901-1951, F: 76538975). – Helene 
Silva is buried in East Lawn Memorial Park, Sacramento, Sacramento CA. F: 
76538996 

• Donald Edgar Bowers, 8 Jan 1916 Irondale, Jefferson WA – 8 Mar 1990 Sacramento, 
Sacramento CA.  

 
Stepdaughter: by wife Clarice Irish’s marriage to John Slaven 

• Lucile Marguerite Slaven Holland, 29 Jan 1898 IA - 26 May 1964 Sacramento Co. CA. 
Wife of Edward Robinson Holland (1893-1982, F: 54378849). Lucile & Edward 
married 13 Sep 1919 in Sacramento Co. CA. Buried in St. Mary’s Catholic Cemetery, 
Sacramento, Sacramento CA. F: 190230366  

 
Siblings:  

• Irma Vandewalle, 14 Feb 1887 Zwevezele, Belgium – 7 Jan 1978. 
• Renatus Vandewalle, 26 Oct 1888 – 29 Jan 1968 Wingene, Belgium. Husband of 

pharailde Bouckhout (31 Aug 1885 Wingene, Belgium – 11 Jan 1958 Zwevezele, 
Belgium) 

• Augusta Vandewalle, 7 Jul 1890 Zwevezele, Belgium – 12 Dec 1896 Zwevezele, 
Belgium. 

• Odila Vandewalle Baert, 20 May 1894 Zwevezele, Belgium – 11 Nov 1958 Zwevezele, 
Belgium. Wife of Zulma Baert (23 Nov 1895 – 28 Sep 1977 Ooostende. 

• Alberic Vandewalle, 26 May 1896 Zwevezele, Belgium – 14 May 1970 Brugge, 
Belgium. Husband of Juliana-Marie Mouton (7 Mar 1913 Loppem, Belgium – 9 Sep 
1996 Lendelede, Belgium). 

• Maria Vandewalle Goethals, 12 May 1898 Zwevezele, Belgium – 25 Apr 1975 
Warsoulx, Belgium. Wife of Gustave Goethals (30 May 1894 Wubgebe – 1975). 
 

 
Notes:  
The correct spelling of Emil’s hometown in Belgium is ZWEVEZELE in West Flanders, 
Belgium. Wikipedia notes a spelling variation of Sweveseele. This is apparently the 
reference to Sueves written by Julius Caesar. In WWI, the German bombed the town. In 
WWII, the Germans occupied it. 
 
Emil had 4 wives. He divorced his 1st wife Febronie (the mother of his biological daughter) 
– was preceded in death by his 2nd wife, Philomene (who was 13 years older than he was) 
and 3rd wife Frances (who lived only 2 years after their wedding)- and was survived by his 4th 
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wife, Clarice. Febronie remarried after their divorce – Philomene and Frances were widows 
when Emil married them – and Clarice had been married 3 times before her marriage to 
Emil. 
 
Pre-war: 
 
immigrated from Liverpool to Ellis Island NYC on "Campania" 22 Sep 1912, age 21, single, 
from Scherewesele, Belgium, son of A. Van De Walle, farmer, heading to Santa Cruz CA 
 
According to a biography, he came to the US in 1912 to compete in international bicycling 
competition. 
 
Returned from WWI disabled.  
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
naturalized 28 Feb 1931 San Francisco, age 38, res: Santa Cruz CA 
 
Served 3 terms as the commander of the Disabled American Veterans, Santa Cruz CA. He 
lived most of his time in Santa Cruz CA but also in Sacramento CA. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number:  
 
Censuses: 
 
1920 Hilt, Siskiyou CA 
Arthur Vermeulen [Vermiullen?], 26 Belgium, parents b. Belgium, single, emigrated 1913, 
naturalized 1918, speaks Flemish, laborer, saw mill [boarder] 
Emil V. Walle, 26 Belgium, parents b. Belgium, single, emigrated 1918, citizenship status 
unknown, speaks Flemish, laborer, saw mill [boarder] 
Hector Ondanck, 36 Belgium, parents b. Belgium, married, emigrated 1915, papers filed, 
speaks Flemish, laborer, saw mill [boarder] [married to Arthur’s sister Mary] 
They are among several boarders with peter Torggiato, 32 Italy, widowed. 
On the previous page is found Eugene Vermeulen, 30 Belgium, parents b. Belgium, 
emigrated 1908, naturalized 1908, laborer, saw mill & Eugene’s wife Gabriel, 25 Belgium, 
parents b. Belgium. 
 
1930 Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz CA – still married to Febronie, will marry Philomene Cools in 
1934 
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Emil Walle, 37 Belgium, parents b. Belgium, married, emigrated 1912, naturalized, 
mechanic, WWI veteran 
Friend/lodger with: 
William Powell Reibestein, 44 Holland, parents b. Holland, emigrated 1910, alien, 
poultryman [head of household] 
Mary Frances Reibestein, 27 Belgium,  parents b. Belgium, emigrated 1923, alien, 
housewife [wife] 
Edward Paul Reibestein, 3 CA, father b. Holland, mother b. Belgium [son] 
Mary Ph. Reibestein, 2 CA, father b. Holland, mother b. Belgium [daughter] 
Philomene Cools, 51 Belgium widow, father b. Belgium, mother b. Germany, emigrated 
1923, alien, [mother-in-law] 
 
 
1940 Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz CA – Soquel Wright Highway 
Emil V. Walle, 48 Belgium, poultry man, poultry farm 
Philomeni M., 61 Belgium 
 
1950 Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz CA – 550 Meder St. 
Emil V. Walle, 58 Belgium 
Philomene, 75 Belgium 
[no occupation listed] 
 
 
 


