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TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Wright, William Wylie 

1890 OK – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 

 
William Wylie Wright – Find A Grave 57194940 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-175B-

Q?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQ14-12PZ 
 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9K8-

X?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHQ-LKGS 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-175B-Q?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQ14-12PZ
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-175B-Q?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQ14-12PZ
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9K8-X?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHQ-LKGS
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9K8-X?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHQ-LKGS
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William Wylie Wright memorial in Wright City – courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA 

 
Life: 
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Oklahoma City (OK) Times” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 1 
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[article continues] 

“Okfuskee County News” (Okemah OK) Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
 

Erroneous report – his father James Marion Wright had died in Dec 1917 – his next-of-kin 
brother  Joseph Herman Wright dies in 1977 – and William has many surviving relatives:  
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siblings, half-siblings & their children - “Daily Oklahoman (Oklahoma City OK) Thursday 14 
Feb 1918 p 2 -  https://www.newspapers.com/image/899763080/ 

 

 
The erroneous story is repeated by other OK newspapers & once again in the "Daily 

Oklahoman (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 17 Feb 1918 p 17  
 

 
“Vinita (OK) Leader” Thursday 21 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/899763080/
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Another erroneous report about his lack of relatives – “McCurtain (OK) Gazette” Saturday 1 

Jun 1918 p 3 
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“Yale (OK) Democrat” Thursday 13 Jun 1918 p 10 
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 12 Jan 1919 p 15 
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“McCurtain (OK) Gazette” Wednesday 22 Jan 1919 p 1 
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"Idabel (OK) Democrat-Record" Thursday 23 Jan 1919 p 8  
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“Valliant (OK) Tribune” Friday 11 Mar 1932 p 2 

 
 
 

 
“Tulsa (OK) World” Sunday 18 Dec 1988 p 5 
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“Tulsa (OK) World” Friday 6 May 1994 p 64 
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21 
 

 
“Tulsa (OK) World” Thursday 17 May 2007 p 4 

 
 
 
 

The town named for him: 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wright_City,_Oklahoma 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wright_City,_Oklahoma
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/American+Legion+William+Wright+Post+74/@34.0
083936,-

95.0899097,11z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x86355f09d6e0991b:0xe285eefbf4588fcc!8m2!3d34.
136898!4d-95.0013275!16s%2Fg%2F11rh06nw83?entry=ttu 
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https://centennial.legion.org/oklahoma/post74 
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https://centennial.legion.org/oklahoma/post74?p=about 
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https://issuu.com/mypulsenews/docs/polk_county_pulse_june_28_2023/s/27252349 

 
      
 

Mother: 
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Obituary in “McCurtain (OK) Gazette" Saturday 28 Oct 1944 p 2 
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Obituary of Louiza Jane Blackwood Wright – “Hugo (OK) News” Sunday 22 Oct 1944 p 1 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/11837801/person/-387799523/facts 

 
Father’s 1st wife Susan Brown 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/11837801/person/-387799523/facts 

 
Siblings: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/11837801/person/-387799523/facts
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Caption reads: Lona Lear, Joseph, Wright Blackwood -  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/22491174/person/142239133919/media/5e40cc78-96ef-

4fb5-9ea2-04451ec31171?_phsrc=hFB71202&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
Above photo cropped from larger photograph captioned: “Lona Lear and Jo Wright old 

home place” – ca. 1950 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/68565008/person/400082092670/media/5e1f8c3c-0457-49a9-b92d-

973020e6ed19 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/22491174/person/142239133919/media/5e40cc78-96ef-4fb5-9ea2-04451ec31171?_phsrc=hFB71202&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/22491174/person/142239133919/media/5e40cc78-96ef-4fb5-9ea2-04451ec31171?_phsrc=hFB71202&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/22491174/person/142239133919/media/5e40cc78-96ef-4fb5-9ea2-04451ec31171?_phsrc=hFB71202&_phstart=successSource
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Marriage of sister Martha Adeline Wright (1885-1936) to John Lafayette Claiborn - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3002521:2548 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3002521:2548
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Obituary of Martha Wright Clayborn – “McCurtain (OK) Gazette” Saturday 30 Jan 1937 p 1 

and “Broken Bow News” Thursday 4 Feb 1937 p 1 
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Marriage of sister Laura Alameda Wright (1888-1926) to Abb Boatner on 3 Mar 1907 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/2919091:2548?ssrc=pt&tid=79287480&pid=340005785507 

 

 

 
Marriage of Laura Wright Boatner to F.J. Bryant on 31 Jul 1921 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/963853429:61379 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2919091:2548?ssrc=pt&tid=79287480&pid=340005785507
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2919091:2548?ssrc=pt&tid=79287480&pid=340005785507
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/963853429:61379
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“McAlester (OK) Democrat” Thursday 4 Aug 1921 p 8 
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“San Bernardino (CA) County Sun” Sunday 11 Jan 1933 p 15 
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AR birth record of Laura’s daughter Clara Annie Boatner - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/300651043:61774?tid=79287480&pid=340005785507&queryId=64b6a39454

49981a29b521023ff041c7&_phsrc=hFB71221&_phstart=successSource 
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Marriage of sister Lear Essie Wright (1894-1966) to Eli Dorsey Gray - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1971-29868-
40547-66?pId=1413882237 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/23506061:3693?ssrc=pt&tid=11837801&pid=-387779754 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1971-29868-40547-66?pId=1413882237
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1971-29868-40547-66?pId=1413882237
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23506061:3693?ssrc=pt&tid=11837801&pid=-387779754
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23506061:3693?ssrc=pt&tid=11837801&pid=-387779754
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According to this obituary, Lear is a man – “Daily Oklahoman (Oklahoma City OK) 

Wednesday 15 Jun 1966 p 6 
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Obituary of husband Eli Dorsey Grey – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Saturday 16 

Apr 1960 p 3 
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Obituary of brother Joseph Herman Wright (1896-1977) - "Albany (OR) Democrat-Herald" 

Monday 22 Aug 1977 p 7  
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/4761787:2375?tid=68565008&pid=400082105295&queryId=7fe3827b6ee4ff
0df4d2732885d92858&_phsrc=hFB71209&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4761787:2375?tid=68565008&pid=400082105295&queryId=7fe3827b6ee4ff0df4d2732885d92858&_phsrc=hFB71209&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4761787:2375?tid=68565008&pid=400082105295&queryId=7fe3827b6ee4ff0df4d2732885d92858&_phsrc=hFB71209&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4761787:2375?tid=68565008&pid=400082105295&queryId=7fe3827b6ee4ff0df4d2732885d92858&_phsrc=hFB71209&_phstart=successSource
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OK delayed birth certificae of Lona Mae Wright Thomas (1899-1971)  - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61774/images/61774_01_00521-
02504?pId=953215 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61774/images/61774_01_00521-02504?pId=953215
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61774/images/61774_01_00521-02504?pId=953215
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/64990515/person/352517446522/facts?_phsrc=hFB71212&_phstart=suc

cessSource 
 
 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/64990515/person/352517446522/facts?_phsrc=hFB71212&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/64990515/person/352517446522/facts?_phsrc=hFB71212&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/64990515/person/352517446522/facts?_phsrc=hFB71212&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1-159393-945331-
85?pId=963623297 

 

 
Obituary of sister Florence Abigail Wright Collins (1901-1988) -  "Salem (OR) Statesman-

Journal" Tuesday 5 Jan 1988 p 8 -   
 

 



49 
 

Obituary of Florence Abigail Wright Collins – “Roseville (CA) Press-Tribune” Monday 4 Jan 
1988 p 4 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/79287480/person/340011329430/facts?_phsrc=hFB71213&_phstart=suc
cessSource and https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1-

159393-959066-78?pId=963722950  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/79287480/person/340011329430/facts?_phsrc=hFB71213&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/79287480/person/340011329430/facts?_phsrc=hFB71213&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/79287480/person/340011329430/facts?_phsrc=hFB71213&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1-159393-959066-78?pId=963722950
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1-159393-959066-78?pId=963722950
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Divorce 19 Sep 1950 Deschutes Co. OR - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61678/images/48911_302022005598
_0193-02351?pId=90163646 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61678/images/48911_302022005598_0193-02351?pId=90163646
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61678/images/48911_302022005598_0193-02351?pId=90163646
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Remarriage license application - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281284-
00138?pId=904454406 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281284-00138?pId=904454406
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281284-00138?pId=904454406
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Married 27 Apr 1972 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281857-
00292?pId=904669057 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281857-00292?pId=904669057
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281857-00292?pId=904669057
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Obituary of Homer Collins – “Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Thursday 30 Sep 1976 p 23 
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“Fresno (CA) Bee” Tuesday 28 Sep 1976 p 52 
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Obituary of sister Nova Ola Wright Collins (1904-1982) - "Atlanta (GA) Constitution" 

Wednesday 3 Mar 1982 p 10  
 

 
“Valliant (OK) Tribune” Friday 30 Mar 1928 p 4 

 

 
Note she is Mrs. Nova Wright – “Valliant (OK) Tribune” Friday 6 Apr 1928 p 3 
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“McCurtain (OK) Gazette” Wednesday 11 Apr 1928 p 5 

 

 
“McAlester (OK) News-Capital” Monday 13 Jul 1931 p 1 
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“Valliant (OK) Tribune” Friday 18 Nov 1934 p 8 

 
 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2124235:5426?ssrc=pt&tid=3975323&pid=-693169715 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2124235:5426?ssrc=pt&tid=3975323&pid=-693169715
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2124235:5426?ssrc=pt&tid=3975323&pid=-693169715
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Marriage of Nova’s daughter Bennie Lou Collins – “Paris (TX) News” Monday 3 Jun 1946 p 4 
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62 
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https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/atlanta/name/bennie-shelton-

obituary?id=16968008 
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Delayed AR birth certificate of Nova Ola Wright Collins - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61774/images/61774_01_00522-
02455?pId=150956058 

 
 

 
Loach Wright died in the Vinita Mental Hospital – “Paris (TX) News” Tuesday 24 Oct 1939 p 

2 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/article/8169488/great_uncle_loach_wrightdied_in_vinita/?x

id=637 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61774/images/61774_01_00522-02455?pId=150956058
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61774/images/61774_01_00522-02455?pId=150956058
https://www.newspapers.com/article/8169488/great_uncle_loach_wrightdied_in_vinita/?xid=637
https://www.newspapers.com/article/8169488/great_uncle_loach_wrightdied_in_vinita/?xid=637
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“McCurtain (OK) Gazette” Wednesday 25 Oct 1939 p 5 

 
 
 

 
Half-siblings: 
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Obituary of half-brother George Nelson Wright (1876-1942) – “McCurtain (OK) Gazette” 

Wednesday 7 Oct 1942 p 1 
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Half-brother George Nelson (Dee or D) Wright (1876-1942) – Find A Grave 139562344 
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Half-sister Mary Elizabeth Wright Benson (1878-1959) – AR birth record of her daughter 

Pearl Lorene Benson - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/300614456:61774?tid=&pid=&queryId=692e4a25b816394d3f7fd3aa80d2ed

24&_phsrc=hFB71180&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/300614456:61774?tid=&pid=&queryId=692e4a25b816394d3f7fd3aa80d2ed24&_phsrc=hFB71180&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/300614456:61774?tid=&pid=&queryId=692e4a25b816394d3f7fd3aa80d2ed24&_phsrc=hFB71180&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/300614456:61774?tid=&pid=&queryId=692e4a25b816394d3f7fd3aa80d2ed24&_phsrc=hFB71180&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of Mary Elizabeth Wright Benson – “Antlers (OK) American” Thursday 31 Dec 1959 

p 1 
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WWII draft registration on 27 Apr 1942 of half-brother Samuel Jackson Wright (1882-1964) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1002/images/30955_166015-

03275?pId=10215489 
 
 

 

 
Marriage of Jack Wright to Lillian H. Hollingsworth - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/3006098:2548?tid=3975323&pid=24888148679&queryId=02f0a04b9be4b9d

22ec06fded31e46f7&_phsrc=hFB71184&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3006098:2548?tid=3975323&pid=24888148679&queryId=02f0a04b9be4b9d22ec06fded31e46f7&_phsrc=hFB71184&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3006098:2548?tid=3975323&pid=24888148679&queryId=02f0a04b9be4b9d22ec06fded31e46f7&_phsrc=hFB71184&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3006098:2548?tid=3975323&pid=24888148679&queryId=02f0a04b9be4b9d22ec06fded31e46f7&_phsrc=hFB71184&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of Lillian Hollingsworth Wright Alston - “McCurtain (OK) Gazette” Saturday 11 Sep 

1954 p 2 
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Social Security record of half-sister Susan (Susie) Frances Wright Wilson (1884- 1961) 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/9275813:60901?ssrc=pt&tid=3975323&pid=-693169740 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/9275813:60901?ssrc=pt&tid=3975323&pid=-693169740
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/9275813:60901?ssrc=pt&tid=3975323&pid=-693169740
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TX death record of Susan Frances Wright Wilson - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/23642022:2272 
 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23642022:2272
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23642022:2272
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Marrige of Susie Wright Prator to George F. Wilson on 8 Mar 1905 in Cass Co. TX - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/408395:60183 

 

 
This obituary of Susie Wright’s daughter Anne Irene Wilson Chittim refers to her mother as 

“Susie Prator Wilson” – “Tyler (TX) Courier-Times” Sunday 15 Mar 1998 p 30 
 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/408395:60183
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Name:  William Wylie Wright 
Name variations:  middle name spelled Wyley on his WWI draft registration  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so William died without a number. 
Entered service from:  Bismark, McCurtain OK – The town of Bismark was renamed Wright 
City in 1921, in honor of William Wylie Wright, and to rid itself of associations with 
Germany. 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  William W. Wright 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: brother J.H. Wright, Bismark OK 
First buried on the isle of Islay, Scotland: in Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 51, as 
W.W. Wright 
Body returned from war on: “Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920 
Body listed on return ship as: W.W. Wright 
Rank & unit on return ship: private, Co. F, 20th Eng.  
World War I draft registration (1917):  as William Wyley Wright - b. 27 Sep 1892 Eagle Town 
OK; res: Bismark, McCurtain OK. Single. Logger for N.H. Phillips. Has dependent mother & 
father. Claimed exemption from the draft: “mother & father” – Tall & slender., 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  date not listed 
Discharged:  not listed 
Address:  Bismark OK 
Rank/unit:    private, Co. H, 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  27 Sep 1890 Eagletown, McCurtain OK (27 Sep 1892 according to WWI draft & 
Veterans Administration Master Index records) (born in Jenson, Sebastian AR according to 
Find A Grave) 
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
Find A Grave record: 57194940 – photo – presence on Tuscania indicated in text & flower 
Burial location:  Arlington, Arlington VA 
Cemetery:  Arlington National 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Oklahoma Pvt 20 Engrs  
 
Father:  James Marion (Jim) Wright, 17 Dec 1855 GA - 27 Dec 1917 Wright City [formerly 
Bismark], McCurtain OK. Son of Wylie J. Wright & Martha Ann Jordan. Find A Grave record 
says he claimed to be 1/4 Cherokee Native American. Buried in Wright City Cemetery Old, 
Wright City, McCurtain OK. 
Find A Grave:  139561693 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/11837801/person/-
387799523/facts 
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Mother: Louiza Jane Blackwood Wright, 3 Feb 1865 Pike Co. AR – 21 Oct 1944 Hugo, 
Choctaw OK. Daughter of John M. Blackwood & Elizia Stinnett. She died at the home of her 
daughter, Nova Wright Collins.  
Find A Grave:  137178925 
Parents’ marriage:  13 Jul 1885 Sevier Co. AR 
 
Father’s 1st wife:  Susan C Brown Wright, ca. 1852 AR -  likely in AR, died on or after 3 Jun 
1884 when she gave birth to Susan Frances Wright but presumably (unless she divorced) 
by 13 Jul 1885 when James married Louiza Blackwood. 
Daughter of Berry Brown (b. 27 Nov 1812 AL) & Elizabeth Austin (1814-1880, probably 
buried in Piney Grove Cemetery, De Queen, Sevier AR, F: 59669058. 
Find A Grave: 
Father’s 1st marriage: 13 Feb 1874 Sevier Co. AR 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Martha Adeline  [Adelaide] Wright Clayborn, 7 Sep 1885 AR – 28 Jan 1936 Holly 
Creek, McCurtain OK. Wife of John Lafayette Clayborn (1874-1932, F: 9696878) 
whom she married 11 Jan 1905 in Polk Co. AR. Buried in Holly Creek Cemetery, 
Broken Bow, McCurtain OK. F: 9696880 

• Laura Alameda Wright Dudley Bryant, 30 Oct 1888 Jordan Brook AR – 13 Jul 1926 
[according to an Ancestry.com family tree but not confirmed]. Married Abner Dudley 
(Abb/Ab) Boatner (28 May 1885 AL – 29 Apr 1918 AR) on 3 Mar 1907 in Sevier Co. AR. 
They had 6 children. – Laura Boatner married F.J. Bryant on 31 Jul 1921 in Pittsburg 
Co. OK. – This appears to be Francis Jasper Bryant, b. 17 Mar 1888 Chickasaw Co. 
OK, died 10 Jun 1933 in San Bernardino Co. CA. In the 1920 census for Bucklucksy, 
Pittsburg OK is an entry for Francis J. Bryant, 32 OK, single. In the 1930 census for 
Hollis, Harmon OK, Francis J. Bryant, 43 OK, is widowed. He is buried in Hermosa 
Gardens Cemetery, Colton, San Bernardino CA, F: 44648049. Her death information 
not traced. 

• Lear Essie Wright Gray, Oct 1892 OK [then Indian Territory] – Jun 1966 [last 
residence Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK], Married Eli Dorsey Gray Jr. (1893-
1960) when she was age 17 & he 19, so both needed the permission of both their 
fathers, on 24 Sep 1912 Sequoyah, Pushmataha OK. Both were residents of 
Nashoba, Pushmataha OK; her name was spelled Leer on the marriage license. 
Surviving “son” of her mother in 1944. – In the 1940 census for Wewoka, Seminole 
OK: Eli D. Gray, 47 OK & Lear Gray, 47 OK. - Eli Dorsey Gray d. 15 Apr 1960 in 
Wewoka, Seminole OK. Eli Dorsey Grey is buried in Resthaven Gardens Cemetery, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK but is not on Find A Grave as of 24 Aug 2023.   
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• Joseph Herman (“Joe”) Wright, 13 Dec 1896 Canadian Switch OK – 19 Aug 1977 
Eugene, Lane OR. Served as a private in the US Army in WWI. Resident of Wright City 
OK in 1944. Resident of DeQueen AR in Oct 1942 when his half-brother George 
Wright died. Husband of Vinnie Leona Hindman (1903-1940) who was also married 
to Vivian (“Zip”) Brown (1897-1980, F: 83439438). Buried in Gilliland Cemetery, 
Sweet Home, Linn OR. F: 145477510 

• Lona Mae (“Lonie”) Wright Thomas, 8 May 1899 Jenson, Sebastian AR – 1 Mar 1971 
Idabel, McCurtain OK. Her birth certificate says she is the 6th child born to her 
mother. Resident of Hugo OK in 1944. Wife of John William Thomas (1896-1956, F: 
29118033) whom she married on 29 Nov 1910 in Bismark, McCurtain OK. Listed as 
Mrs. Lona Collins in her mother’s 1944 obituary. Listed as Mrs. Lona Thomas of 
Rufe, McCurtain OK when her half-brother George Wright died Oct 1942. Buried in 
Wright City Cemetery Old, Wright City, McCurtain OK. F: 29118174 

• Florence Abigail Wright Collins, 24 Sep 1901 McCurtain Co. OK – 2 Jan 1988 Placer 
Co. CA. Her birth record says she is her mother’s 8th child.  Resident of Hugo OK in 
1944. Resident of Salem OR in Aug 1977. Listed as Mrs. Florence Collins of Portland 
OR when her half-brother George Wright died in Oct 1942. – Married on 7 Nov 1923 
in Idabel, McCurtain OK to Homer H. Collins (21 Feb 1903 Okfuskee Co. OK – 27 Sep 
1976 Fresno Co. CA). In the 1880 census, he lived in Paden, Okfusee OK with his 
parents, George & Eliza Collins. Homer is buried in the IOOF Cemetery, Fresno, 
Fresno CA but is not on Find A Grave as of 24 Aug 2023. – The couple divorced in 
Deschutes Co. OR on 19 Sep 1950; Florence had petitioned for divorce on the 
charge of desertion. On 24 Apr 1972, Homer Collins & Florence A. Collins applied 
for a marriage license in Clark Co. WA. It was granted on 27 Apr 1972 & they 
remarried. - Florence is buried in Newcastle Cemetery, Newcastle, Placer CA. F: 
112384573 

• Nova Ola Wright Collins, 15 Feb 1904 Gillam,, Sevier AR – 1 Mar 1982 GA. Resident 
of Hugo OK in 1944. Listed as Mrs. Nova Collins of Hugo OK in Oct 1942 when her 
half-brother George Wright died. Resident of Atlanta GA in Aug 1977 & Mar 1982. – 
Nova had a daughtter Bennie Lou, born 15 May 1926 in McAlester, Pittsburg OK. 
When Bennie Lou marries Theodore Ernest (“Ted”) Shelton (1925-2017, F: 
182589538) on 2 Jun 1946 in Hugo, Choctaw OK,, her surname is Collins & her 
father is listed as the late Jess C. Collins. Ancestry.com links to a Jesse James 
Collins (b. & d. TN) do not seem accurate. But newspaper reports from the early 
1920s list her mother as Mrs. Nova Wright (or even Miss Wright) & Bennie’s surname 
is not included. – As of Nov 1934, she is Miss Nova Wright in the newspaper. - The 
1930 census lists Nora Wright as single with daughter Benny L. Wright, living with 
her widowed mother Louiza. In the 1940 census for Hugo, Choctaw OK, Nova 
Collins & her daughter Bennie Lou Collins live with her widowed mother Louisa 
Wright. - Bennie Lou divorced Theodore Shelton. - Nova is buried in Floral Hills 
Memory Gardens, Tucker, DeKalb GA. F: 1708326035 

• Loach Mack Wright, 23 Jul 1906 AR – 23 Oct 1939 Vinita, Craig OK. He died in the 
Eastern State Hospital (originally the Eastern Hospital for the Insane). – In the 1930 
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census for Craig Co. OK, Loach Wright, 23 AR, single, father b. MO, mother b. AR, is 
a patient in the Eastern OK Hospital. His entry is on line 19. - Buried in Wright City 
Cemetery, Wright City, McCurtain OK but not on Find A Grave as of 24 Aug 2023. 

 
Half-siblings: by his father James’s 1st marriage, to Susan Brown 

• George Nelson (“Dee” / “D”) Wright, 15 Feb 1876 White township, Polk Co. AR or 
Lockesburg, Sevier AR – 6 Oct 1942 Rufe, McCurtain OK. Married Laura Edith Green 
(1881 TX – 1957) in 1899 in Polk Co. AR.  When he registered for the WWI draft on 12 
Sep 1918, George resided in Bismark, McCurtain OK with wife Laura & worked for 
the Choctaw Lumber Co. In 1940, they lived in Kiamichi, Pushmataha OK where 
George was the proprietor of a saw mill. On 24 Aug 2023, his Find A Grave entry was 
headed “DG.N. Wright.” Buried in Wright City Cemetery, Wright City, McCurtain OK. 
F; 139562344 

• Mary Elizabeth (“Lizzie”) Wright Benson, 6 Oct 1878 Jordan Brook AR – 24 Dec 1959 
Antlers, Pushmataha OK (in Pushmataha Hospital). Wife of William Clayborn 
Benson (1880-1965, F: 107554385) whom she married in 1898. Mrs. Lizzie Benson 
lived in Antlers OK in Oct 1942 when her brother George died. Buried in Antlers City 
Cemetery, Antlers, Pushmataha OK. F: 107554453 

• Samuel Jackson Wright, 3 Feb 1882 Lockesburg, Sevier AR – 15 Dec 1964. “Jack” 
Wright was a resident of Highland Park IL in Oct 1942 when his brother George died. 
– Married Lillian H. (“Lillie”) Hollingsworth on 27 Oct 1906 in Polk Co. AR. Lillie (12 
Sep 1889 Morgan, Bosque TX – 7 Sep 1954 Broken Bow, McCurtain OK) died as the 
wife of George Metard Alston (1882-1951) & is buried in Crown Hill Cemetery, 
Broken Bow, McCurtain OK, F: 10972151). – On his WWII draft registration, on 27 
Apr 1942, Samuel Jackson Wright lived at 929 S. St. Johns Ave., Highland Park, Lake 
IL. Samuel is buried as S. Jack Wright in Broken Bow Cemetery, Broken Bow, 
McCurtain OK. F: 20034560 

• Susan (Susie) Frances Wright Prator Wilson, 3 Jun 1884 Lockesburg, Sevier AR - 5 
May 1961 Texarkana, Bowie TX. SSN 463-03-1314. Mrs. Susie Wilson was a resident 
of Texarkana in Oct 1942 when her brother George died. Wife of George F. Wilson 
(1875-1941, F: 83867647). Her surname was Prator when she married George on 8 
Mar 1905 in Cass Co. TX. Susie & George are buried in Courtland Cemetery, Queen 
City, Cass TX. F: 83867655 

 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
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Censuses: 
 
1880 Jefferson, Sevier AR 
James M. Wright, 24 MS, parents b. AL, farmer 
Susan, 28 SC, parents’ birthplaces left blank 
De, 5 AR [son George Nelson – AKA Dee] 
Lizebeth, 2 AR 
 
1900 Township 3, Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory [now Oklahoma] – conducted 2 Jun 
1900 
James M. Wright, 44 MS, Dec 1855, father b. SC, mother b. GA, married 16 years, farmer 
Louisa, 35 AR, Feb 1865, father b. AL, mother b. TX, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
Martha A., 13 AR, Sep 1886 
Laura A., 11 AR, Oct 1888 
William W., 10 Indian Territory, Jan 1890, farm laborer 
Lean A., 7 Indian Territory, Oct 1892 
Joseph H., 4 Indian Territory, Feb 1896 
Lena M., 7 months AR, Oct 1899 
 
1900 cannot locate 
 
1920 Sulphur, McCurtain OK 
Louizie Wright, 56 AR, father b. TN, mother b. US, widow 
Florence, 18 OK 
Nora, 16 AR 
Loach, 13 AR 
[for the children, father b. GA, mother b. AR – no one has an occupation] 
 
1930 Alderson, Pittsburg OK 
Louisa J. Wright, 55 AR, father b. TN, mother b. AR, 1st married at age 19, widow, farmer 
Nova Wright, 26 AR, father b. AL, mother b. AR, single 
Hanford Boetner [Boatner], 20 AR, father b. MS, mother b. AR, laborer [grandson – the son 
of Laura Wright Boatner Bryant] 
Pearl Boetner [Boatner], 16 AR, father b. MS, mother b. AR [granddaughter – the daughter of 
Laura Wright Boatner Bryant] 
Benny L. Wright, 3 OK, father b. OK, mother b. AR [granddaughter – the daughter of Nova 
Wright] 
 
 


