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TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Wright, Leighr A. 

1898 OH – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 

 
Leighr A. Wright – Find A Grave 8621959 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/5038477:2375?tid=79951022&pid=34407737998&queryId=4208bd8ad3c374
f32f955a5f469dfaa0&_phsrc=hFB71091&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5038477:2375?tid=79951022&pid=34407737998&queryId=4208bd8ad3c374f32f955a5f469dfaa0&_phsrc=hFB71091&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5038477:2375?tid=79951022&pid=34407737998&queryId=4208bd8ad3c374f32f955a5f469dfaa0&_phsrc=hFB71091&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5038477:2375?tid=79951022&pid=34407737998&queryId=4208bd8ad3c374f32f955a5f469dfaa0&_phsrc=hFB71091&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-N3Z8-
DSHV?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6DLD-M1V1 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-1WKB-

X?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQVQ-H9MM 
 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-N3Z8-DSHV?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6DLD-M1V1
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-N3Z8-DSHV?cc=3346936&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A6DLD-M1V1
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-1WKB-X?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQVQ-H9MM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-1WKB-X?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWQVQ-H9MM
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9N7-

9?cc=2996059&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-5X96 
 
 

 

 
MI census of WWI veterans - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP5Y-RM7C 

 
Life: 
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“Lansing (MI) State Journal” (Lansing MI) Tuesday 19 Feb 1918 p 7  
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“Detroit Free Press” Sunday 31 Mar 1918 p 76 
 

 
“Battle Creek (MI) Enquirer” Sunday 5 Oct 1919 p 5  

 

 
“Battle Creek (MI) Enquirer” Wednesday 2 Mar 1921 p 8 
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Leighr A. Wright American Legion Post No. 53, Hillsdale, Hillsdale MI - “Hillsdale (MI) Daily 

News” Monday 20 May 1963 p 10 
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“Hillsdale (MI) Daily News” Monday 9 Mar 1964 p 3 

 
Father: 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/4414079:2541?tid=79951022&pid=34407738076&queryId=c095d938b18e28
bccf83c684a66fb46d&_phsrc=hFB71099&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4414079:2541?tid=79951022&pid=34407738076&queryId=c095d938b18e28bccf83c684a66fb46d&_phsrc=hFB71099&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4414079:2541?tid=79951022&pid=34407738076&queryId=c095d938b18e28bccf83c684a66fb46d&_phsrc=hFB71099&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4414079:2541?tid=79951022&pid=34407738076&queryId=c095d938b18e28bccf83c684a66fb46d&_phsrc=hFB71099&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of James E. Wright- “Genoa (OH) Gazette” Friday 9 May 1947 p 1 
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OH death record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2608479:60872 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8464360:60901 

 
Mother: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2608479:60872
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8464360:60901


11 
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/902056078:61378 
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Divorce in Hillsdale Co. MI 19 Jul 1919 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9092/images/41327_335112-
00411?pId=6468723 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9092/images/41327_335112-00411?pId=6468723
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9092/images/41327_335112-00411?pId=6468723
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OH death record of mother Mary E. Patent Wright - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9PKN-
VLN?i=2525&cc=1307272&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AX6Q7-9PV 

 

 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9PKN-VLN?i=2525&cc=1307272&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AX6Q7-9PV
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9PKN-VLN?i=2525&cc=1307272&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AX6Q7-9PV
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Mary Jane? Is this Mary A.? – no date on record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/151356108:2541?tid=&pid=&queryId=a2bcbefb998438c3220fa82b8718574

c&_phsrc=hFB71120&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/4400976:2541?ssrc=pt&tid=10322483&pid=1786937369 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2611970:9093?tid=&pid=&queryId=dbe428927b5fab6a83185332ec4df431&
_phsrc=hFB71128&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/151356108:2541?tid=&pid=&queryId=a2bcbefb998438c3220fa82b8718574c&_phsrc=hFB71120&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/151356108:2541?tid=&pid=&queryId=a2bcbefb998438c3220fa82b8718574c&_phsrc=hFB71120&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/151356108:2541?tid=&pid=&queryId=a2bcbefb998438c3220fa82b8718574c&_phsrc=hFB71120&_phstart=successSource
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Mary’s mother Fredericka Patten & entry for James E. & Mary A. Wright - 1908 Hillsdale MI 

city directory - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/415313697:2469 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/415313697:2469
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“Clyde (OH) Enterprise” Thursday 26 Mar 1931 p 4 
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OH birth record of Mary Patten’s sister Luella Patten - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1353273:2541 
 

Father’s 2nd wife Florence Kipp 

 

 
Marriage of Florence (Flossie) Kipp to James Clark 5 Apr 1909 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900531546:61374 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/900531546:61374
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Divorce of Florence Kipp Clark from James Clark 11 Feb 1919 MI - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/466761:9092 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/466761:9092


19 
 

 
Marriage to Florence M. Clark on 2 Oct 1919 in Jackson, Jackson MI - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1034074:9093 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1034074:9093
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Marriage on 13 Dec 1930 of Florence Wright to Frederick H. Mund - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/5449953:9093?tid=25919831&pid=430093665265&queryId=76fecab3457aa
a7a22c0c9d4c3baaad1&_phsrc=hFB71147&_phstart=successSource 
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Marriage of Florence Mund to William S. Kurz (Kruz) on 20 May 1950 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5248399:9093 

 
 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5248399:9093
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Social Security record of Florence Mae - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/12387319:60901 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2437123:9093 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12387319:60901
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/12387319:60901
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2437123:9093
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355388-

03427?pId=2603909 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Leighr A. Wright 
Name variations:  some newspaper accounts: Leigh A. Wright  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 100th Aero Squadron, Signal Corps (7th Squad) - private  
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until the sinking of 
the Tuscania showed their value, so Leighr died without a number. 
Entered service from:  Hillsdale, Hillsdale MI 
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Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Leighr A. Wright 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mary Wright, 237 Hillsdale St., Hillsdale MI  
First buried on isle of Islay, Scotland: Kinnabus, Islay, Scotland - grave 2, as Leigh Wright 
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 29 Sep 1920 
Body listed on return ship as: Leighr A. Wright 
Rank & unit on return ship: pvt, 100th Co Aero Squadron 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  16 Aug 1917 
Discharged:   
Died:  
Address:  237 Hillsdale, Hillsdale MI 
Rank/unit:    private, 100th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  17 May 1898 Fayette, Fulton OH (age 19 in "Lansing State Journal" 19 Feb 1918 p 7 
article)  
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   
Find A Grave record: 8621959 – photo - presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Hillsdale, Hillsdale MI 
Cemetery:  Oak Grove 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Pvt US Army WWI  
 
Father:  James Edward Wright, 27 Jan 1873 Fulton OH – 7 May 1947 Jackson, Jackson MI. 
SSN 713-01-9304. 
Son of William Wright & Mollie/ Melissa Whitman/Whiteman. From Michigan death record: 
b. 27 Jan 1873 Fulton OH, d. 7 May 1947 Jackson, Jackson MI. Single. Son of William Wright 
& Melissa Whiteman. Cause of death: “shock as result of fractured hip” – “Injury occured 
[sic] on E. [illegible] Ave. in front of Lee Hotel in City of Jackson.”  
According to his obituary, buried in Clay Township Cemetery, Genoa, Ottawa OH but not 
on Find A Grave as of 24 Aug 2023. 
Find A Grave:   
 
Mother: Mary A. Patton/Patten/Patent Wright, Aug 1877 (tombstone & 1900 census) or 8 
Aug 1878 Chesterfield, Fulton OH [OH birth record of Mary Jane Patten, with correct 
parents] or 26 Aug 1876 near Oak Shade OH [OH death certificate) – 29 [tombstone] or 26 
[OH death record] Apr 1933 Toledo OH 
Mary Jane Patten was born to Robert Patten & Fredrica/Fredericka Weiler/Wilder on 8 Aug 
1878 in Chesterfield, Fulton OH, according to her OH birth record. Robert Patten & 
Fredricka Wedear married 2 Oct 1870 in Monroe, Lenawee MI.  
Her father Robert Patton/Patten appears to have been born in Richland Co. OH but year of 
birth varies. He may be the Robert Patten, 19 Jan 1819 – 1 Apr 1895, buried in Oak Grove 
Cemetery, Morenci, Lenawee MI, F: 125003404. Two of Mary’s sisters – Clara & Luella - are 
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buried in this cemetery. He gave his age as 58 in the 1880 census (ca. 1822). When Robert 
Patten was listed on the draft rolls during the Civil War, as of 1 Jul 1863, in Chesterfield, 
Fulton OH, he was age 35 (ca. 1828).  
In 1910, Frederika Patten, 60 Germany, parents b. Germany, widow, was a 
housekeeper/servant for Fred Snyder & his 2 teenage sons in Medina, Lenawee MI. 
Fredericka remarried, to Hiram Hurlburt (d. 1919). When Fredericka died 21 Mar 1931 in 
Oak Harbor, Ottawa OH, she was survived by Mrs. Clara McCaskey of Morenci MI & Mrs. 
Mary A. Wright of Hillsdale MI, but predeceased by son Frank Estill Patton & daughter 
Luella Patton.  She was buried in Oak Harbor Union Cemetery, Oak Harbor, Ottawa OH but 
is not on Find A Grave as of 24 Aug 2023. 
Her siblings were: 
Frank Estill Patton/Patten, ca. 1872 OH, dead by the time his mother died 21 Mar 1931 
Clara Belle Patton McCaskey, Jun 1874 [1900 census] or 1872 [tombstone] Chesterfield, 
Fulton OH  1962, wife of William Henry McCaskey (1866-1930, F: 155379635) whom she 
married 26 Feb 1894 in Fulton Co. OH. Clara McCaskey is buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, 
Morenci, Lenawee MI, F: 155379658 
Luella Patten, 16 Sep 1875 OH – 7 Aug 1895. Buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, Morenci, 
Lenawee MI. F: 125003447 
Her OH death record: d. 26 Apr 1933 Flower Hospital, Toledo OH, age 56, divorced, ex-
husband James E. Wright. Occupation nurse. B. 26 Aug 1876 near Oak Shade OH, buried 
27 Apr 1933 in Hillsdale MI. Daughter of Robert Patton (b. OH) and Frederick [sic] Wiler (b. 
Germany). Resident of Oak Harbor OH. Cause: uterine cancer. Had hysterectomy 21 Apr 
1933. Worked 25 years as a nurse, last employed in 1930. Informant: Mrs. Edna 
Stephenson, Long Beach CA. Died at age 56 years 8 months 0 days. 
Buried in Oak Grove Cemetery, Hillsdale, Hillsdale MI. 
Find A Grave:  115254911 
Parents’ marriage:  Ohio marriage record: Mary Patent married 26 Sep 1897 to James 
Wright in Lyons, Fulton Co. OH. A version of the same record also lists her surname as 
Pattent. 
Mary filed for divorce in Hillsdale Co. MI on 23 Apr 1919, claiming desertion. The divorce 
was granted 19 Jul 1919. 
 
Married after son Leighr’s death: 
Father’s 2nd wife: Florence Mae (“Flossie”) Kipp Clark Wright Mund Kurz, 28 Nov 1888 
Lanawee Co. MI – 1970. SSN 363-56-8541. 
Daughter of Moses Rumsey Kipp and Luella Beagle Kipp Grosvenor Whited.  Moses was b. 
1847 NY & d. 25 Aug 1897 in Wright, Hillsdale MI. He was the son of Nicholus Kipp & 
Elizabeth (or Margaret) Rumsey. Moses married his 1st wife, Adelaide Weaver, on 31 Mar 
1872 in South Wright, Hillsdale MI. He married his 2nd wife (Florence’s mother), Louella 
(Louise) Margurite Beagle on 5 Feb 1888 in Wright, Hillsdale MI.  
Following Moses’s death, Luella Wright, b. 8 Dec 1848 MI, married Delos Grosvenor (1849-
1931) on 20 Feb 1898 in Waldron, Hillsdale MI. They divorced 18 Jul 1903 in Hillsdale Co. 
MI. They remarried 12 Jun 1905 in Morenci, Lenawee MI. Luella died as the wife of Frank 
Whited on 4 Aug 1928 MI. Luella was the daughter of Fred Beagle & Anna Rowser. 
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Florence Kipp married James Clark on 5 Apr 1909 in Ithaca, Gratiot MI. They divorced in MI 
on 11 Feb 1919. 
On 2 Oct 1919 Florence Kipp Clark married James Edward Wright in Jackson, Jackson MI. 
Florence Wright, age 42, married Frederick H. Mund, age 51, born Germany, on 13 Dec 
1930 in Hastings, Berry MI. It was her 3rd marriage & his 2nd. Frederick was the son of 
Frederick K. Mund & Katherine E. Meier. 
Florence Mund married on 20 May 1950 in Gladwin, Gladwin MI to William S. Kurz, son of 
Jacob F. Kurz & Mary Walker. 
Buried in Roseland Memorial Gardens, Jackson, Jackson MI. 
Find A Grave: 129631419 
Father’s 2nd marriage: James Wright married Florence M. Tipp Clark on 2 Oct 1919 in 
Jackson, Jackson MI. James was age 40 & Florence age 30. His status was married in the 
1920 & 1930 censuses & divorced in the 1940 census 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave:   
Marriage:  
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  Leighr was an only child. 
 
Notes:  
 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Chesterfield, Fulton OH – mother’s family 
Robert Patten, 58 OH (IN) [sic], parents’s birthplaces left blank, farmer 
Fredricka, 30 Germany, parents b. Germany, keeping house 
Frank E., 8 OH 
Clara B. ,6 OH 
Laury, 4 OH [i.e. Luella] 
Mary A. 2 OH  
 
1900 Fulton township, Fulton OH – maternal grandmother 
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Fredricka Patent, 50 Germany, Feb 1850, widow, emigrated in 1854, in US for 46 years, 
gave birth to 7 children, 3 of whom are living, housekeeper 
Keeping house for Peter Bugher, 67 OH, and his son William Buher, 28 OH 
 
1900 Gorham township, Fayette, Fulton OH - conducted 8 Jun 1900 
James E. Wright, 27 OH, Jan 1873, parents b. OH, married 2 years, day laborer 
Mary A., 22 OH, Aug 1877, father b. PA, mother b. Germany, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
Lear A., 2 OH, May 1898 
 
1910 Hillsdale, Hillsdale MI - conducted 15/16 April 1910 
James E. Wright, 37 OH, parents b. OH, in 1st marriage, married 13 years, car repairer, rail 
road 
Mary A., 32 OH, father b. PA, mother b. OH, in 1st marriage 
Leighr A., 11 OH [indexed as Leizer] 
 
1920 Hillsdale, Hillsdale MI – 237 Hillsdale St. – his mother [divorced, not widowed] 
Mary A. Wright, 42 MI, parents b. MI, widow, trained nurse, private family 
Edith McCaskey, 23 OH, parents b. OH, single [niece – daughter of Mary’s sister Clara Belle 
Patton McCaskey] 
Martha Payne, 57 MI, father b. MI, mother b. England, trained nurse, private family [lodger] 
 
1920 Jackson, Jackson MI – 103 S. Elm St. – father & his 2nd wife, Florence Kipp 
James E. Wright, 48 OH, parents b. US, car repairer, steam railroad 
Florence, 31 MI, parent b. MI, father b. IL 
 
1930 Jackson, Jackson MI – 1217 Michigan Ave. – father & 2nd wife 
James E. Wright 54 OH, age 43 at 1st marriage, parents b. US, painter, steam railroad [fact 
check: James was 1st married in 1897] 
Florence, 34 MI, age 23 at 1st marriage, father b. US, mother b. IL 
 
1940 Jackson, Jackson MI – 403 Michigan Ave. - father, now divorced from 2nd wife 
James E. Wright, 67 OH, divorced, fireman (?) in a private building 
 
 


