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TUSCANIA 
 

Wolford, Leonard DeWalt 
1896 OR – 1957 AK 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/GM1J-QTS 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/52611:61458?tid=10567348&pid=222018324978&queryId=e8ea4c6a96db66
ae4a22eecfd60046f1&_phsrc=hFB70699&_phstart=successSource 
 
Alaska Death Certificate - d. 8 Jul 1957, employed Island Logging Co. camp as rigger in the 
logging business, accident at Gedney Pass, Ketchikan, struck in head by large piece of tree
 age 61, father Claude Wolford, wife (informant) Bessie C. Wolford, mother's maiden 

name unknown, usual residence: 403 Roy St., Seattle, King WA, married, WWI vet, SSN 
535-14-7649, "crushed skull with colossal brain damage" - multiple fracture of maxilla & 

mandible, deep laceration back of skull 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/52611:61458?tid=10567348&pid=222018324978&queryId=e8ea4c6a96db66ae4a22eecfd60046f1&_phsrc=hFB70699&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/52611:61458?tid=10567348&pid=222018324978&queryId=e8ea4c6a96db66ae4a22eecfd60046f1&_phsrc=hFB70699&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/52611:61458?tid=10567348&pid=222018324978&queryId=e8ea4c6a96db66ae4a22eecfd60046f1&_phsrc=hFB70699&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/GM1J-QTS 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/GM1J-QTS
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9RPJ-

SFWJ?cc=1878898&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZR-T2L5 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9RPJ-SFWJ?cc=1878898&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZR-T2L5
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9RPJ-SFWJ?cc=1878898&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZR-T2L5
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3M8-17JR-

2?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AWW4T-FMZM 
 
 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/15633107:1502?tid=10567348&pid=222018324978&queryId=e8ea4c6a96db
66ae4a22eecfd60046f1&_phsrc=hFB70703&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15633107:1502?tid=10567348&pid=222018324978&queryId=e8ea4c6a96db66ae4a22eecfd60046f1&_phsrc=hFB70703&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15633107:1502?tid=10567348&pid=222018324978&queryId=e8ea4c6a96db66ae4a22eecfd60046f1&_phsrc=hFB70703&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15633107:1502?tid=10567348&pid=222018324978&queryId=e8ea4c6a96db66ae4a22eecfd60046f1&_phsrc=hFB70703&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/28592143:1143?tid=10567348&pid=222018324978&queryId=22aac8e1bce280ac589e840dcfe7c083&_phsrc=hFB70706&_phstart=successSource
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content/view/28592143:1143?tid=10567348&pid=222018324978&queryId=22aac8e1bce2
80ac589e840dcfe7c083&_phsrc=hFB70706&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

 
       Life: 
 
 

 
“Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” Saturday 1 Sep 1917 p 5 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/28592143:1143?tid=10567348&pid=222018324978&queryId=22aac8e1bce280ac589e840dcfe7c083&_phsrc=hFB70706&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/28592143:1143?tid=10567348&pid=222018324978&queryId=22aac8e1bce280ac589e840dcfe7c083&_phsrc=hFB70706&_phstart=successSource
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"Salem (OR) Statesman-Journal" Thursday 13 Dec 1917 p 6  
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“Oregon Daily Journal” (Portland OR) Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 
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Spelled Wolfard – “Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 6 

 

 

 
“Eugene (OR) Guard” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 
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Spelled Wolfard – “Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
His WWII draft registration notes that 4 fingers on his left hand are missing – “Glasgow (MT) 

Courier” Tuesday 22 Jun 1937 p 1 
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“Glasgow (MT) Courier” Thursday 24 Jun 1937 p 3 

 
 
 

 
"Salem (OR) Capital Journal" Monday 7 Mar 1938 p 2  

 

 
Fort Peck MT news: “Glasgow (MT) Courier” Thursday 23 Jun 1938 p 12 

 

 
Pleasantville news: “Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Friday 2 Jan 1953 p 2 
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Wife Alma Vaubel Hilz: 
 

 
Marriage license with Alma Hilz – “Seattle (WA) Star” Wednesday 20 Nov 1935 p 14 

 

 
“Glasgow (MT) Courier” Thursday 1 Jul 1937 p 7 

 

 
“Glasgow (MT) Courier” Thursday 10 Feb 1938 p 10 
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Alaska death record of Alma Vaubel Hilz Wolford - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-N3ZL-H9WH-T?cc=2216300 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-N3ZL-H9WH-T?cc=2216300
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/4460828:1193?tid=&pid=&queryId=6a1022f4d23fe9a369b8326fb4813d62&_

phsrc=hFB70727&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4460828:1193?tid=&pid=&queryId=6a1022f4d23fe9a369b8326fb4813d62&_phsrc=hFB70727&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4460828:1193?tid=&pid=&queryId=6a1022f4d23fe9a369b8326fb4813d62&_phsrc=hFB70727&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4460828:1193?tid=&pid=&queryId=6a1022f4d23fe9a369b8326fb4813d62&_phsrc=hFB70727&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/4452433:1193?tid=&pid=&queryId=6a1022f4d23fe9a369b8326fb4813d62&_

phsrc=hFB70728&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/8235309:1629?tid=&pid=&queryId=30beebe2aeb86b10bbaf3169bf6a5603&
_phsrc=hFB70722&_phstart=successSource 

 
Wife Bessie Goldsmith: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4452433:1193?tid=&pid=&queryId=6a1022f4d23fe9a369b8326fb4813d62&_phsrc=hFB70728&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4452433:1193?tid=&pid=&queryId=6a1022f4d23fe9a369b8326fb4813d62&_phsrc=hFB70728&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4452433:1193?tid=&pid=&queryId=6a1022f4d23fe9a369b8326fb4813d62&_phsrc=hFB70728&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/6175152:6716?tid=5437098&pid=46582991961&queryId=9e8cf67706031f63
4382b8f868374e0e&_phsrc=hFB70715&_phstart=successSource 

 
Father: 
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Obituary of father Claude V. WOLFARD: "Salem (OR) Statesman-Journal" Monday 15 Mar 

1965 p 5  
 

Mother: 
 

 
“Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” Sunday 18 Nov 1894 p 8 

 
 

 
Obituary of mother Minnie Gertrude Schindler WOLFARD -   "Salem (OR) Capital Journal" 

Friday 21 Mar 1941 p 12 
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Obituary of mother Minnie Gertrude Schindler WOLFARD – “Salem (OR) Statesman 

Journal” Friday 21 Mar 1941 p 8 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2466/images/40287_1821100517_07

42-00008?pId=63609 
 

Siblings: 
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Obituary of sister Alda M. Wolfard Winger (1901-1992) – “Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” 

Tuesday 17 Mar 1992 p 12 
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marriage of Alda Mineta Wolford to Eddie Winger on 24 Feb 1926 in Vancouver, Clark WA - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281127-
00189?pId=4400223 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281127-00189?pId=4400223
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281127-00189?pId=4400223
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/10567348/person/220103299830/facts 
 

 
Obituary of brother Vincen Vester Wolfard (1903-1991) – “Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” 

Saturday 9 Nov 1991 p 12 
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Marriage of Vincent Vester Wolfard to Violet Mary Crites on 17 Oct 1927 in Vancouver, 

Clark WA - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281810-

00441?pId=1204949091 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281810-00441?pId=1204949091
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B281810-00441?pId=1204949091
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“Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Wednesday 19 Oct 1927 p 2 
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Marriage of Violet May Crites Wolfard Williams to David E. Evans 14 Feb 1952 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/270539632:61829 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/270539632:61829
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Other obituaries identify son Vernon as Vernon Wolfard - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1746506:61354 
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“Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” Saturday 24 Dec 1993 p 14 

 
 

 
Obituary of Vincen Wolfard’s wife Ruby Evelyn Fife Gentry Wolfard – “Salem (OR) 

Statesman Journal” Wednesday 15 Jul 1992 p 12 
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Obituary of brother Deward Lorain Wolfard (1905-1985) – “Salem (OR) Statesman Journal” 

Monday 22 Jul 1985 p 9 
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OR birth record of Deward Lorain Wolfard - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/201204:61676 
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Obituary of Deward’s 1st wife, Emma Josephine Oveross Wolfard – “Salem (OR) Statesman 

Journal” Thursday 14 Apr 1994 p 16 
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“Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Wednesday 26 Sep 1928 p 7 
 

 
Divorce on 6 Nov 1958 Clackamas Co. OR - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/90208794:61678 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90208794:61678
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90208794:61678
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Marriage to Lillian Esther Cranston Nightingale on 5 Apr 1959 in Vancouver, Clark WA - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/74104781_3a7e384c-
ee5f-425d-9fd5-735101b97518?pId=2206374 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/74104781_3a7e384c-ee5f-425d-9fd5-735101b97518?pId=2206374
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/74104781_3a7e384c-ee5f-425d-9fd5-735101b97518?pId=2206374
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Obituary of father-in-law Robert P. Cranston – “Salem (OR) Capital Journal” Monday 24 Jun 

1963 p 6  
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1st marriage of Lillian Esther Cranston, on 7 Jun 1939 in Vancouver, Clark WA to Charles M. 

Nightingale - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/905896147:2378 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/839256:60966 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/905896147:2378
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/68510310:3693?ssrc=pt&tid=10567348&pid=220103322612 
 

 

 
Leonard was employed in the construction of the Fort Peck Dam, near Glasgow MT, and 

lost part of his left hand during its construction. It is the highest of 6 dams in the Missouri 
River. The dam was under construction fron 1933 to 1940, with the peak employment in 

1936. - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Peck_Dam 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/68510310:3693?ssrc=pt&tid=10567348&pid=220103322612
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/68510310:3693?ssrc=pt&tid=10567348&pid=220103322612


40 
 

 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Leonard DeWalt Wolford 
Name variations:  surname used by parents & siblings: WOLFARD  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  250,439 
Entered service from:  Silverton, Marion OR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Leonard D. Wolford 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father C.V. Wolford, Silverton OR 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Leonard D. Wolford 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Claude Wolford, Silverton OR (pvt, 16th Co., 20th 
Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Lenord Dewalt Wolford - b. 5 Jan 1896 Silverton 
OR; res: Silverton OR. Single. Farm labor, James Shawley, Garfield County(?) W---(?). Tall in 
height, medium build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as Leonard DeWalt Wolford - b. 5 Jan 1896 Silverton 
OR; res: 615 Dexter Ave., Seattle, King WA. NOK sister-in-law Mrs. Elizabeth Wilson of 
same address. Employed  at Puget Sound Navy Yard, X-72 PSNY, Bremerton WA. “Four 
fingers of left hand missing.” Height: 5’8 ½” – 175 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index:  
Enlisted:  15 Dec 1917 
Discharged: 13 Jun 1919   
Address:  Silverton OR 
Rank/unit:    private, 16th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 5 Jan 1896 Silverton, Marion OR  
Died: 8 Jul 1957 Ketchikan, Ketchikan Gateway AK (struck in head by piece of falling tree at 
Island Log Co. camp, Gedney Pass, Ketchican, AK death record: "crushed skull with 
colossal brain damage")   
Find A Grave record: 122377421 – presence on Tuscania indicated in text   
Burial location:  Seattle, King WA 
Cemetery:  Evergreen-Washelli Memorial Park  
Tombstone:  
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Father: Claude Vincen Wolfard, 27 Oct 1873 Silverton, Marion OR – 14 Mar 1965 Marion 
Co. OR. Son of Charles DeWalt Wolfard & Sarah Ann Small. 
Buried in Silverton Cemetery, Silverton, Marion OR.  
Find A Grave:  6453977 
 
Mother:  Minnie Melinda Gertrude Schindler Wolfard, Jul 1873 Silverton, Marion OR – 20 
Mar 1941 Silverton, Marion OR. Daughter of L. & Malinda Schindler. Buried in Silverton 
Cemetery, Silverton, Marion OR. 
Find A Grave:  6453996 
Parents’ marriage:  17 Nov 1894 at the courthouse, Salem, Marion Co. OR 
 
Spouse: Alma A. Vaubel Hilz Wolford, 19 Jun 1898 Hagen, Germany – 26 Dec 1941 Sitka, 
Baranof Island, 1st Judicial District, Alaska. 
Daughter of Otto & Alma Vaubel. Cause of death: terminal ileitis due to diabetes mellitus. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 
Marriage: obtained marriage license Nov 1935 in Seattle, King WA – Alma Hilz & Leonard 
Wolford 
 
Spouse: Bessie Caroline Goldsmith Wolford, 28 Jan 1900 St. Paul, Ramsey MN – 16 Feb 
1981 Seattle, King WA. Daughter of Joseph Frank Goldsmith & Mary Sticha.  
In the 1920, 1930 & 1950 censuses for Seattle, King WA, Bessie Goldsmith is singl. 
Buried in Evergreen-Washelli Memorial Park, Seattle, King WA. 
Spouse Find A Grave:  28747407 
Marriage: Bessie was still single, “never married” status, in the 1950 census but named as 
his wife when he died in 1957. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings:  

• Alda Mineta Wolfard Winger, 19 May 1901 Silverton, Marion OR – 14 Mar 1992 
Newberg OR. Married Eddie Winger (1892 IA – 1969 OR) on 24 Feb 1926 in 
Vancouver, Clark WA.  ("Salem Statesman Journal" 17 Mar 1992 p. 12).  Buried in 
Evergreen Memorial Park Mausoleum, McMinnville, Yamhill OR but not on Find A 
Grave as of 19 Aug 2023.  

• Vincen Vester (“Swede’) Wolfard, 18 May 1903 Silverton, Marion OR – 8 Nov 1991 
Marion Co. OR. Served as a private in the US Army in WWII. Resident of Silverton OR 
in Mar 1941 & Mar 1965. – Marriet Violet May Crites (11 Jun 1909 NE – 1 Aug 1983 
OR, F: 81217264, buried as Evans), he age 24, she age 18, 1st marriage for both, on 
17 Oct 1927 in Vancouver, Clark WA. She was the daughter of Seth Leroy Crites & 
Bertha Augusta Hanna Kent. On 14 Feb 1952 Violet Walford married David E. Evans 
(1903-1970, F: 81216052).  - Married Ruby Evelyn Fife Gentry (1912 IA – 1992 OR, F: 
6453999) on 18 Dec 1943 in Silverton, Marion OR.  Her 1st husband was LeRoy 
Gentry. - Buried in Silverton Cemetery, Silverton, Marion OR. F: 6448954 
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• Deward Lorain ("Scoot") Wolfard, 26 Jul 1905 Silverton, Marion OR – 20 Jul 1985 Linn 
Co. OR. – Married 25 Sep 1928 in Marion Co. OR to Emma Joseph Oveross, daughter 
of Lars Oveross (F: 53658035) & Anna (F: 53658127). They were divorced 6 Nov 1958 
in Clackamas Co. OR. Emma brought the action, claiming cruelty & desertion. No 
children were involved. Emma Wolfard is buried in Valley View Cemetery, Silverton, 
Marion OR, F: 53665354. – Married Lillian Esther Cranston Conover Nightingale 
(1922-1987), using name Lillian Nightingale, on 5 Apr 1959 in Vancouver, Clark WA. 
Lillian was the daughter of Robert Perry Cranston (1891-1963, F: 26607863) & Lena 
May Musgrove (1896-1987, F: 58025101). Lillian Cranston had married Charles M. 
Nightingale, age 22, b. NE, son of Ray Nightingale & Bessie Taylor, both b. NE on 7 
Jun 1939 in Vancouver, Clark WA. It was the 1st marriage for both. In the 1940 
census for Silverton, Marion OR, a married Lillie A. Nightingale (age 18) lived with 
her parents & a 1-year-old son Robert Cranston. In 1950, Lillian E. Conover (28 
Canada) lived with husband Oscar Dudley Conover Jr. (39 CA) in Escondido, San 
Diego CA. In the household were 3 children, including Robert B. Conover, 11 OR. 
Oscar Conover (1910-1961, F: 76233518) is buried in Fort Rosecrants National 
Cemetery, San Diego, San Diego CA. She married Norman Nightingale; their 
daughter Norma Louise Nightingale was born 16 Dec 1944 in Escondido, San Diego 
CA. – Deward & Lillian divorced 18 Nov 1985 in Linn Co. OR. - Resident of Silverton 
OR in Mar 1941 when his mother died & of Lyons OR in Mar 1965 when his father 
died.  Buried in Silverton Cemetery, Silverton, Marion OR. F: 6453981 

 
Notes:  
 
Pre-war: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
In 1944 & 1945, Leonard can be found sailing between California & Honolulu (Pearl Harbor) 
as a civilian contractor for the US Navy.  
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security number: 535-14-7649 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Silverton, Marion OR 
Claud V. WOLFORD or WALFARD, 26 OR, Aug 1873, father b. OH, mother b. OR, married 5 
years, day laborer 
Minnie, 26 OR, Jul 1873, father b. Germany, mother b. OR, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
Leonard D., 4 OR, Jan 1896 
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1910 South Silverton, Marion OR 
Claud WARFORD, 37 OR, father b. MO, mother b. OR, in 1st marriage, married 15 years, 
farmer, farming 
Minnie G., 37 OR, father b. Germany, mother b. MO, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 
4 are living 
Leonard D., 14 OR, farm labor, home farm 
Alda M., 8 OR, farm labor, home farm 
Vincen V., 5 OR, farm labor, home farm 
Deward L., 4 OR 
 
1910 cannot locate Leonard 
 
1910 South Silverton, Marion OR – Leonard’s family 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/169594781:7884 
Claud V. Walford, 46 OR, father’s birthplace unknown, mother b. OR, farmer, general farm 
Minnie G., 46 OR, father b. Baden, Germany; mother b. US 
Alda M., 18 OR 
Vincen V., 16 OR 
Deward L., 14 OR 
 
1930 Cavanaugh, Skagit WA – English Camp 11 – line 48 – conducted 2 Apr 1930 
Lenard Wolford, 34 OR, single, parents b. OR, rigging, logging camp, boarder, veteran 
status left blank 
 
1940 South Galpin, Valley MT – 914 Jefferson St. in 1935 in rural Valley Co. MT 
Leonard D. Wolford, 44 OR, rigger, earth dam construction 
Alma A., 42 Germany [wife] 
 
 


